
 

 

 

 

 

December, 2013 

           Address 

98 Sky Manor Road 

PO Box 348 

Pittstown, NJ 08867-0348 

Phone: (908) 996-4091 

Fax: (908) 996-4515 

E-mail: welcome@stthomasepc.org 

Web: www.stthomasepc.org 
 

             Rector 

The Rev. Canon Carol Horton 

rector@stthomasepc.org 

(908) 735-9559 
         

Parish Secretary 

Colleen Stroup 

M-W-Th: 9:45am – 1:45pm 

secretary@stthomasepc.org 

908-996-4091 
 

Service Schedule 

8:00am Eucharist 

10:00am Eucharist with music 

9:45am Nursery and Church School 
 

Mid-week Services 
Wednesdays at 12:15pm 

(no service on December 4) 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP  

Christmas Eve, December 24 
4:00 pm:  Holy Eucharist and  

Setting up the Crèche 

10:00 pm:  Holy Eucharist and  

Blessing of the Crèche 

Christmas Day, December 25 
Holy Eucharist & carols at 10:00 am 

First Sunday after Christmas, Dec 29 
Holy Eucharist at 10:00 am 

Lessons & Carols at 5:00 pm 

 

Office Hours 

Please call the office to arrange for a 

home visit or to make an appointment. 

 

St. Thomas Episcopal ChurchSt. Thomas Episcopal ChurchSt. Thomas Episcopal ChurchSt. Thomas Episcopal Church    
To worship, to nurture, to serve, together in Christ 

From the Rector:        AAAAdventdventdventdvent 201 201 201 2013333 

“Comfort, comfort ye my people 

Speak ye peace, thus saith our God; 

comfort those who it in darkness 

mourning ‘neath their sorrows load... 

For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad; 

and all flesh shall see the token that the word is never broken” 

 #67, Hymnal 1982 

This text by a 17
th
 century German poet, translated into English by a 19

th
 century 

English translator, sums up Advent:  be comforted, speak peace, prepare, for God’s 

promises are fulfilled. 

A year ago we were reeling from the aftershocks of Hurricane Sandy.  Many 

people are still reeling, still struggling.  And many are helping in ways large and 

small, through prayers, investments of time and energy, and donations of cash, 

goods and services. The typhoon in the Philippines, and, most recently, tornadoes 

and storms in the midwest of our country, remind us of the fragility of our 

structures, infrastructures, and our very lives.  Again, those in greatest need are 

being prayed for and cared for by those who, for the moment, are safe and secure.   

Comfort, comfort ye my people... 

We hear daily of places where of violence seems to be the rule of the day; where 

the voices of war scream loud; where children live in fear and without the memory 

of homes and families that are safe and secure.  And we hear daily of those who 

continue to work for peace, continue to offer better ways of dealing with discord, 

continue to use their voices, their imaginations, their wisdom to make a difference. 

Speak ye peace, thus saith our God 

We know those who struggle in their own lives to find a path, to deal with loss, 

to grieve losses large and small, to find hope when there seems to be none, or very 

little.  We know those who offer consolation and help.  And sometimes we know 

that ‘they’ are ‘us.’  

Comfort those who sit in darkness, mourning ‘neath their sorrow’s load 

In this season of Advent, as we prepare for the coming of the Christ into the 

world, we are surrounded by Hope.  Sometimes it is barely a flicker, but it is there.  

Hope that is not merely wishful thinking, but based on faith in the promise of God 

to be with us always, in good times and bad, in joys and in sorrows.  May our 

caring and working and hoping prepare us for the true peace and joy that is ours in 

Christ Jesus. 

For the glory of the Lord now o’er earth is shed abroad; 

and all flesh shall see the token that the word is never broken” 

Peace and blessing, 

Carol+ 

ST THOMAS IS GOING CHRISTMAS CAROLING!  

Saturday, December 21, 5:00 – 7:00 pm 



Senior Warden 
Greg Shutske 
908-713-1473 

Junior Warden 
Amanda Fuhro 
908-735-5602 

Treasurer 
Roman Chiminec 

treasurer@stthomasepc.org 
908-995-2675 

Vestry 
Denise Buczek 
908-238-3734 

Nancy Bush 
908-236-6608 

Marina Day 
908-238-9523 

Lynn Logg 
908-995-4794 

Joan Milne 
908-303-4900 

Pat Neil 
908-730-6696 

Laura Zigich 
908-996-2265 

Music Director 
Richard McIntyre 

macwnj@yahoo.com 
908-213-6619 

Assistant Organist 
Jan Davis 

908-689-1222 

Altar Guild 
Please contact the Rector 

Acolytes 
Mary Nemec 

mnemec@ptd.net 
908-996-7955 

Church School 
Michelle Wagner 

wagners88@comcast.net 
908-735-4015 

Youth Group 
Antonia Mattei 
908-782-3777 

Cheryl Ann Spies 
908-713-6701 

Nursery 
Catherine Eubank 

908-284-1309 

Newsletter & 
Communications 
Maria Markovich 

mmarkovi@ptd.net 
908-229-3515 

WORDS FROM THE WARDENS 

As I write on this warm fall day, the leaves are almost all down and the days seem like 

they get noticeably shorter every day.  That can only mean that Thanksgiving is next week, 

to be followed shortly by our fourth annual tricky tray and, soon thereafter, our pre-

Christmas activities such as making Christmas pudding, caroling and the greening of the 

church.  My main goal in this letter, however, is to express my deepest gratitude to all who 

have turned in their pledges so far this year.  In last month’s letter I asked that we all 

consider the good that our support can accomplish at St Thomas and to be generous with our 

pledges.  I am happy to be able to report that the amount pledged is up over 15 percent so  

far this year, with a few pledges still outstanding.  For the first time in several years, the 

finance committee is hoping to be able to present a balanced budget for 2014.  This will 

mean that all the good things at St Thomas – the music, the church school, the youth group, 

the outreach, the evangelism, and the support of diocesan programs – will continue and 

expand.  Being on a firmer financial footing also makes repairs to our building easier.  When 

we’re not sure we can pay the oil bill, it makes it difficult to do even some of the small things 

we did this year, such as putting a new light fixture over the entryway and replacing the closer 

on the hall door.  When we are able to budget money for these repairs, we all benefit. 

Along the same lines, the vestry feels it is important that we are all confident that our 

money is being handled responsibly.  For that reason we hired an auditor this fall, a CPA 

who does audits for the Diocese of New Jersey.  I am pleased to tell you that, in our final 

meeting with her, she said that of all the churches in the diocese she has audited, our books 

at St Thomas were in the best shape.  Whether we’re asking for you to support expansion or 

major repairs to our building, it is important to know that our books are in order. 

With that in mind, there is still the matter of the roof, which I mentioned in last month’s 

letter.  It is going to require replacement in the next year or two, and I urge you to see the 

article later in the newsletter.  Once again we will be asking for your generosity in 

supporting this project.  But the roof is just a thing, made out of wood and nails.  The real  

St Thomas consists of our community and our commitment to our faith and to our mission. 

As we head into the holiday season, I am looking forward to the future of St Thomas with 

confidence and with enthusiasm, now more than ever. 

Yours in faith, 

 Greg Shutske, Sr. Warden 
 

 
The holiday season is upon us – with people looking forward to sharing meals and 

companionship with friends and family.  During this very busy and festive time,  

the Food Pantry requests a wide variety of food and personal care items: 

    Black Beans       Canned Soup      Canned Corn       Canned Beets       Mashed Potatoes 

        Pasta & Sauce      Pancake Mix    Canned Fruit    Cake mix     Cookies    Crackers 

      Tooth brushes & Toothpaste       Mouthwash         Liquid Hand Soap      Body Wash     

     Shampoo & Conditioner    Men’s Razors & Shaving Cream      Men’s Deodorant     

                       Diapers (both child & adult)               Laundry Detergent 

 YOUR DONATIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE !  

The Flemington Food Pantry will be closed on December 24-26 and December 31  

so that volunteers can enjoy the holidays with their families. 
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN FORMATIONWORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN FORMATIONWORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN FORMATIONWORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN FORMATION    

AdventAdventAdventAdvent means to come.  During the four Sundays before Christmas, 

the church prepares for the coming of Christ, both as the child in a manger 

of the first coming, and judge of the world at the second coming. This is 

an active waiting, a time of preparation and prayer, and special devotion. 

An Advent wreath can be a center of worship for both church and home.  

The wreath is a circle of evergreen branches, a sign of everlasting life.  

Four purple or blue candles, one for each Sunday in Advent, are set in a 

circle.  Some traditions use a rose candle for the third week in Advent to 

represent joy.  Purple is the traditional color for Advent because it 

represents both penitence and royalty.  Blue, sometimes used during 

Advent, represents hope. 

The Advent Candles are traditionally purple or blue, with one rose candle.  They may be tall and slender, or 

stout pillar candles, or even votive candles.  One candle is lighted on the first Sunday in Advent with an 

additional candle lighted each Sunday (or other weekday that works better for your family).  Brief worship can 

accompany the lighting of the candles.  In many traditions, the four purple candles are said to represent hope, 

peace, joy and love because these words reflect the coming of Christ to rule, to judge and to save.  The candles 

may also represent light, faith, truth and grace; or the prophets, Mary and Joseph, and the shepherds who 

prepared the way or told others of Jesus’ birth. 

In the Northern Hemisphere, Advent and Christmas come when the days are shortest.  In ancient times, 

especially, lighting candles symbolized hope both for the return of sunlight and the joy of Jesus’ coming to 

bring God’s light to the world. 

May this Advent Season be a time of hopeful waiting and joyful anticipation. 

Special Opportunities for Advent and ChristmasSpecial Opportunities for Advent and ChristmasSpecial Opportunities for Advent and ChristmasSpecial Opportunities for Advent and Christmas 

 

Greening  
of the Church 

Sunday, December 22 
following the 10:00 service 

 

Christmas Worship 

Christmas Eve, December 24 
will be at 4:00 pm and 10:00 pm 

Christmas Day, December 25 
will be at 10:00 am (with carols!) 

Sunday, December 29 
Holy Eucharist at 10:00 am  

(one service that morning); then 

Lessons and Carols  

at 5:00 pm  

St Thomas is Going Caroling! 
 …on Saturday, December 21, from 5:00-7:00pm.  We will gather at the 

church at 5:00 and head out to some of the neighborhoods 

near St Thomas Church.  Everyone is welcome, especially 

children.  If you play a portable musical instrument – even if 

it’s only a kazoo -- bring it along!  Invite your friends and 

family!  Dress warmly, especially hats and gloves – and bring a flashlight.  

Words to the songs will be provided, and hot cocoa and cookies will be 

served at the parish hall following the singing. 

Lessons and Carols for Christmas 

on Sunday, December 29 at 5:00pm 

We continue through the twelve days of Christmas with 

the traditional service of Lessons and Carols.  This is always 

a favorite at St Thomas Church – a chance to hear our 

wonderful choir and organist, sing some carols, and enjoy 

the beauty and fellowship of the season.  All are welcome! 

If you would like to sing with the choir for this Christmas season, please 

contact Richard McIntyre (macwnj@yahoo.com) or at church on Sunday 

morning, or show up for rehearsal in the parish hall on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm.  

All singers, high school age through adult, are welcome! 

3 



On Stewardship 
   by Denise Buczek                      

CHURCH IS NOT WHERE WE GO;  CHURCH IS WHO WE ARE 

This past summer, versions of the following story made its way around the internet and on Facebook.   It was 

described as heartwarming and inspiring – and, ultimately, fake.  The pastor could not be located, and an associated 

picture could not be attributed.  But within the tale – or some might call it a parable – lies an important question:   

How do we treat fellow human beings who present themselves in ways that we may find unappealing? 

A pastor at a large church transformed himself into a homeless person and went to the church where 

he was to be introduced as the head pastor that morning.  He walked around his soon-to-be church 

while it was filling with people before service, and only three people said hello to him.  He asked people 

for change to buy food; no one gave him any.  He went into the sanctuary and sat down in the front of 

the church -- and was requested by the ushers to please sit in the back.  He greeted people, only to 

receive stares or averted looks. 

As he sat in the back of the church, he listened to the church announcements at the conclusion of 

service.  Afterwards, the church elders (who were aware of his disguise) began to introduce the new 

pastor of the church to the congregation.  The congregation looked around, clapping with joy and 

anticipation.  The homeless man sitting in the back stood up and started walking down the aisle.  The 

clapping stopped.  The new pastor walked up to the front of the church, took the microphone, paused 

for a moment and then recited Matthew 25:34-40, 

Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 

your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world.  For I was 

hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I 

was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you 

looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.” 

Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty 

and give you something to drink?  When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing 

clothes and clothe you?  When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?” 

The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did for me.”   

After he recited this, he looked towards the congregation and told them what he had experienced that 

morning – and how it made him feel.  He then said, "Today I see a gathering of people, not a church of Jesus 

Christ.  The world has enough people, but not enough disciples. When will YOU decide to become disciples?"  

 

                                                                                    DDDDececececemberemberemberember 1 1 1 15555th is "Stir up Sunday"th is "Stir up Sunday"th is "Stir up Sunday"th is "Stir up Sunday" 
                                                  A Word from St Thomas’ Stir Mistress, Kate Allworthy 

Sunday December 15 is the 3rd Sunday in Advent and the Collect for that day begins 

"Stir up" -- which prompts the making of the traditional (steamed) Christmas Puddings.  

Last year we had our first delightfully sticky and happy time "stirring up" our own 

puddings in the parish hall after the 10:00 am service coffee hour.  By all accounts the 

results were very tasty!  

Shall we do it again this year?  If so, please sign up on the "Christmas Pudding" sheet in the gallery, along with 

a donation of $10 per pudding, payable to St Thomas (with "Pudding" in the memo line) by December 8. 

Reminder, you will need to provide your own 2-cup or smaller heat proof pudding bowl and brandy if 

preferred.  I'll bring the stout!  Also bring an apron, as we’ll be dicing.  Steaming will be done at home afterwards 

in a pressure cooker or crock pot.         Questions?  Contact Kate at 908-788-7704. 

DON’T FORGET TO DONATE NEW HATS, GLOVES AND SCARVES TO HUNTERTON COUNTY 

UNITED WAY’S HOLIDAY HANDS PROGRAM!  The collection box is in the Parish Hall. 
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Building Committee Update          

ST THOMAS NEEDS A NEW ROOF 

Late last winter we noticed that a number of cedar shingles were damaged and missing at the edge of the south-

facing side of the roof over the sanctuary (the side facing the stone wall and the road).  We initially attributed the 

damage to squirrels and, indeed, when we caught and relocated a number of the critters, further damage stopped.  

However, the gaps caused by the damaged shingles were causing water to leak into the church; you can see the water 

damage on the carpet near the door.  Pete Cichonski repaired the damage this summer (you can readily see the new 

shingles), but when we took a closer look at the roof, it was apparent that the shingles on that entire side were spongy, 

split and cracked, and in need of replacement.  Therefore, we are looking at replacing, at a minimum, that section of 

roof.  The entire roof over the church, gallery, and parish hall was put on at the same time and, while it may have some 

life left, it will need replacement sooner rather than later. 

The building committee has agreed to help with this project.  We are gathering estimates, and trying to formulate a 

plan for what will be a considerable capital outlay.  Clearly this will impact our efforts to add new space to our church, 

but we are hoping to temporarily redirect fundraising to a new roof while continuing to plan for new space.  Since we 

are still considering materials and gathering estimates, we don’t have a firm dollar amount at this point, but it will 

certainly be well into five figures.  This is obviously an urgent need.  We are asking for your financial help and I hope you 

will consider being as generous in support this project as you have been with others in the past.  We will share further 

details with you as they develop. 

If you have questions or comments (or if you have had experience with a good roofer), please see Rev. Carol,  

Greg Shutske, Sr. Warden, or one of the members of the building committee: 

Tracey Bergstrand         Elisabeth Chiminec          Pete Cichonski          Dan Dusylovitch          Alan Grieme 

                                         Kevin Kapples          Lynn Logg          Brian O’Rourke          Linda Ubry 

Meeting the  

New Bishop 

On November 2, 2013, 

the Rt. Rev. William 

"Chip" Stokes was 

consecrated as the 

Twelfth Bishop of the 

Diocese of New Jersey 

at Trinity Cathedral in 

Trenton.  He is pictured 

here with Trinity, 

Marjorie and Ruth 

Mikuta, and their friend, 

Jordie.  

 

 

Epiphany Pageant on January 5 
The Epiphany Pageant is always a big hit – 5:00 pm – look for 

more information in the Sunday bulletin and in the e-blast.  

Hunterdon Symphony & 

Hunterdon Choral Union 

             HOLIDAY CONCERT 

Sunday Dec 15th at 3 pm 

Hunterdon Central High School, 

Flemington, NJ 
Our very own Richard McIntyre is the new 

conductor of the Hunterdon Choral Union! 

Tickets = $20 which can be purchased online or 

at various locations.  

See website for more details, 

www.hunterdonmusicalarts.org 

Just show up or let Donna Kapples know you're 

coming (dkapples@gmail.com, 908.328.5684).  

Interested in going to Dinner after the 

concert?  Let Donna know by Dec 10th. 

“Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if there is room for Jesus.” 
– Neil A. Maxwell (1926-2004), Church Apostle of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
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The 4
th
 Annual St. Thomas Tricky Tray 

Saturday, December 7th 

North Hunterdon High School 

1:00 – 5:00 PM 

Invite friends and family for a wonderful afternoon of fun, food & holiday shopping! Incentive: 

Any parishioner who brings a friend gets a free Blue Ribbon ticket  (Chance to win a prize 

values at $200- $300)

NEW PRIZES YOU’LL LOVE: 
³ iPad Air

³ Home Made Pies for the Holidays

³ Pasta Maker and Pasta Making Lessons

³ Assorted Tory Burch clutches & handbags

³ Lobster/Clam Bake

³ Airplane Rides
³ Website Design

³ Photography Session
³ Vermont Vacation Home

 

SHOUT OUT TO OUR YOUTH GROUP: Post our 

Tricky Tray on your Facebook page- why not? Get 

your friends & their parents to come.  While you 

need to be 18 to participate in the gaming part, 

your friends parents’ can do the ticket dropping 

for the baskets that they want! 

 

We need to paint our towns with tricky tray lawn signs.  Flyers 

should be in every business, doctor’s office, salon, and restaurant in 
your area.  Let’s leave no business or organization out.

Save The Date 

PRE-EVENT TICKET BUNDLE AVAILABLE NOW: PAY $40 AND SAVE $10! 

Bundle Includes: 

Level 1: 2 sheets-50 tickets (prizes up to $50) GREEN Level 2: 6 tickets (prizes $50-$125) PINK

Level 3: 4 tickets (prizes $125-$200) WHITE  Blue Ribbon: 2 tickets (prizes $200-$300) BLUE

 

Tickets available  

at all services and  

on church website! 
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PARISH REGISTER 

            Thank YouThank YouThank YouThank You        

To youth group and Sunday School members, and all who helped rake leaves, pick up sticks, trim 

perennials, move benches and picnic tables, and prepare the gardens for winter; 

To all who have pledged their support of time, talent and treasure to St Thomas for 2014; 

To all who supported our outreach for ongoing Sandy Relief and help to those in need through the 

discretionary fund; 

To Melanie Preston, Roman Chiminec, and members of the Finance Committee for their ongoing work; 

To Greg Shutske, Melanie Preston, Amanda DiRienz, Linda Ubry and all who helped with the audit process this fall; 

To St Thomas Vestry for all they do; 

To Marina Day for coordinating the cleaning crews and to all who work each week to keep St Thomas clean,  

neat and welcoming; 

To Roger Prince, Larry Rack, Nancy Bush, Roman Chiminec and Doug, Leigh Anne, Sophia, Ethan, Josalyn, Owen and 

Alanna Walker for helping with the yard cleanup; 

To Larry Mikuta and the members of the Evangelism committee for their tireless work in “spreading the word”  

about St Thomas Church; 

To those who have made donations toward altar linens and acolyte vestments; 

And to all who quietly do so much.   

 

 

 

Dec 11 Alan & Pamela Bergstrom 

Dec 19 Jason & Marina Day 

Dec 22 Suzanne Snyder & Alex Wolfson 

 

 

 

 

 

Dec  2 Diane Groth 

Dec  3 Jacob Searles 

Dec  6 Madeleine Eichorn 

Dec  7 Debbie Dusylovitch 

 

Dec  8 Jeremy Burns 

Dec  9 Marion James, Thibault Trubert 

Dec 11 Nicole Wagner 

Dec 12 Kate Wood 

Dec 13     Laura Moskal, Annabelle Niebuhr,  

    Scott Niemann 

Dec 17 Donna Davis 

Dec 20 David Moskal 

Dec 22 Alan Bergstrom 

Dec 23 Alex Ubry 

Dec 24 Jordan Oldenburg 

Dec 25 Gwyneth Parker 

Dec 31 Peggy Furman,  

     Michelle Williams 

Dear Carol, 

I just opened the letter you sent with the check inside.   Amazing!!  
I am so grateful to you and the good people of St Thomas.   There 
are indeed many people who are falling through the cracks - so 
many still reeling from Sandy.  The $300 will be used to directly help 
those in most need.  Please pass on our gratitude to the people of  
St Thomas.  Through their generosity, we are able to continue 
Christ's work with the most vulnerable. 

Blessings,  
      Joan+ 
(Rev Joan Mason, Rector Christ Episcopal Church, Toms River, NJ) 
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CONDOLENCES 

To Michele and Gene Thomas on the 

recent deaths of Gene’s mother and 

Michele’s father; and  

To the Budsock family on the recent 

death of Heidi’s uncle. 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 

DONATION REMINDER  

FOR 2013 TAX YEAR 

To be counted for 2013 tax purposes, 
donations must be in by Sunday, 
December 29.  Donations received after 
December 29 will be counted toward 2014. 



A modern Hodegetria in Byzantine-
style by Tatiana Romanova-Grant, 
http://spiritualpaintings.com/about.html 

Remember these holiday season dates 
Dec  1 First Sunday of Advent – Year A of the lectionary readings begin 

Dec  6 St Nicholas Day :  Commit at least one random act of kindness and senseless beauty! 

Dec  7 Tricky Tray at North Hunterdon High School, 1:00 – 5:00 pm 

Dec 15 Stir Up Sunday, making Christmas Puddings after the 10:00 am service 

Dec 16 January newsletter submissions due 

Dec 19 Vestry meeting 

Dec 21 St Thomas Christmas Caroling (meet at the church), 5:00 - 7:00 pm 

Dec 22 Greening of the Church after the 10:00 am service 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve:  Holy Eucharist and Setting up the Crèche at 4:00 pm 
      Holy Eucharist and Blessing of the Crèche at 10:00 pm 

Dec 25 Christmas Day:  Holy Eucharist with carols at 10:00 am 

Dec 29 St Thomas Lessons & Carols at 5:00 pm 

Jan  5 St Thomas Epiphany Pageant at 5:00 pm (after regular services at 8 and 10 am) 

Jan  6 The Epiphany 

Saint Luke the Evangelist; doctor, writer, artist… 

Our four canonical gospels are anonymous, but traditionally they have been ascribed to four different writers, 

all known as ‘evangelists’, or ‘those who tell good news’.  The Gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles have 

thus been ascribed to St. Luke the Evangelist, a companion of St. Paul.  Known to Paul as ‘the beloved 

physician’ (Colossians 4:14), and possibly one of the seventy disciples mentioned in his own Gospel (Luke 10), 

Luke was probably a gentile from Antioch in what is currently the southernmost part of Turkey; certainly his 

Gospel is written for a gentile audience, and he emphasizes the universality of Jesus’ message in Acts.  

Although Luke makes no claim to have been a witness to Jesus’ ministry, he does seem to have accompanied 

St. Paul on his travels. Three sections of Acts are written in the first person plural (16:10–17; 20:5–21:18; 27:1–

28), suggesting that the author joined Paul after the latter left Troas, built on the ancient city of Troy in the 

northwestern part of Anatolia, Turkey (Acts 16: 11).  He seems to have stayed with him as far as Philippi in 

Greece.  Paul mentions Luke in Philemon 24, Colossians 4 and 2 Timothy 4, albeit only briefly. 

On top of his literary efforts, Greek tradition suggests Luke was the first 

painter of icons – most notably a Hodegetria that was once in Constantinople, 

alas now lost.  Hodegetria (Greek “She who shows the Way”) show Mary 

holding the Christ child.  Legend claims Luke’s was drawn at least partially 

from life, although the Mary he might have known would have been a quite 

elderly lady.  The St. Thomas Christians of Kerala in southwestern India claim 

to have a painting of Mary by Luke, as does the convent of Saidnaya in Syria, 

and the original Black Madonna of Częstochowa (Poland) is said to have been 

by Luke, although it was over-painted in 1430 after damage by Czech 

protestant ‘reformers’. 

Luke died in Thebes in Greece at a decent age (84 by tradition) in about 

150.  The coffin with his remains was taken to Constantinople in 338 by 

Emperor Constans, the third son of Emperor Constantine, and later (before 

1177) moved to Padua, Italy.  From there, the skull was taken to Prague by 

Emperor Charles IV in 1354, where it rests in the Cathedral of St. Vitus, in 

Prague Castle.  In 2000 a rib was returned from Padua to Thebes for 

internment in the empty tomb; despite Luke’s travels with St. Paul, his bones 

have traveled far further since his death than their owner ever did in life!    
  ~ Roger Prince   
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December 2013 at-a-glance 
  Sunday   Monday    Tuesday  Wednesday   Thursday   Friday  Saturday 

1     Advent 1 

HE 8 & 10am 

Church School &   

 Nursery 9:45am 

Evensong 5:00pm & 

covered dish supper 

2 3 4 
No midweek 

service 
 

Choir practice 

7:15 pm 

5 
 

 

6  St Nicholas, 

  Bishop of Myra 

Commit at least 
one random act of 

kindness and 
senseless beauty! 

8 

8    Advent 2 

HE 8 & 10am 

Church School &   

 Nursery 9:45am 

9 10 11 
Holy Eucharist 

 12:15 pm 
 

Choir practice 

7:15 pm 

12 
 

 

13 
 

St Lucy, 

Martyr in Sicily 

14  

15    Advent 3 

HE 8 & 10am 

Church School &   

 Nursery 9:45am 

16 

JANUARY 

Newsletter 

Submissions due 

17 18 
Holy Eucharist 

 12:15 pm 
 

Choir practice 

7:15 pm 

19 

Vestry meeting 

(time/place TBD  

at November mtg) 

20 
 

 

 

21  St Thomas 
     the Apostle 

 

22     Advent 4 

HE 8 & 10am 

Church School &   

 Nursery 9:45am 

Greening the Church 
after 10am service 

23 

 

 

 

 

 

24  

 

25 
CCCChristmashristmashristmashristmas    

DDDDayayayay    

Holy Eucharist  
at 10:00 am 

26 
 

St Stephen, 

Deacon & Martyr 

27 
 

St John 

the Evangelist 

 

28 
 

The Holy 

Innocents 

29 First Sunday 

after Christmas Day 

HE at 10:00 am 
Nursery 9:45am  

Lessons & Carols 
at 5:00 pm    

30  
 

 

31 

    

 

IF YOU CANNOT SERVE ON YOUR SCHEDULED DATES, PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE OFFICE. 

Date 
Eucharistic 

Minister 
Reader Acolyte Usher Nursery Coffee Hour 

Dec 1 
  8 - 

10 - 

 

D. Buczek 

  8 - 

10 - 

 K. Allworthy 

 L. Grieme 
10 - E. Nemec 

  8 - 

10 - 

J. Holt 

D. Eichorn 
10 - C. Eubank 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

 

Dec 8 
  8 - 

10 - 

 

D. Buczek 

  8 - 

10 - 
 10 - O. Buczek 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

E. Buczek 
10 - B/M Nemec 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

Snyder/Wolfson 

Dec 15 
  8 - 

10 - 

 

 

  8 - 

10 -  

 

 D. Buczek 
10 - G. DiRienz 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

G. Budsock 
10 - S. Mikuta 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

 

Dec 22 
  8 - 

10 - 
 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

  
10 - J. Nemec 

  8 - 

10 - 
 10 - D. Buczek 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

 

Dec 24 
 

 
 
 

  4 pm – O. Buczek, M. Eichorn 

10 pm – (need 2 acolytes) 
  

 
 

Dec 25     10 am – (need 1 acolyte)     

Dec 29 
  8 - 

10 - 
 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

  
10 -  

  8 - 

10 - 
 10 - M. Day 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

 

  

 FLOWERS ALTAR COUNTERS CLEANING 

Dec 1 Advent P. Neil (L. Grieme) A. DiRienz, D. Eichorn, A. Grieme  

Dec 8 Advent L. Grieme, L. Zigich L. Santos, L. Zigich Markovich/Shutske 

Dec 15 Advent H. Budsock (D. Buczek) D. Logg, M. Preston  

Dec 22 Advent D. Buczek, M. Markovich J. Preston, L. Ubry  

Dec 29 Christmas H. Budsock D. Logg, M. Preston  

9 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

Carols, HE and 
setting up Crèche 

at 4:00 pm 

Carols, HE and 
blessing of Crèche 

at 10:00 pm 

(Office is closed) 

Saturday, Dec 7  

TTRRIICCKKYY  TTRRAAYY  

NNoorrtthh  HHuunntteerrddoonn  

HHiigghh  SScchhooooll  

11::0000  ––  55::0000ppmm 

     “Stir Up” after 10am service 

Christmas Caroling  

5:00 - 7:00 pm 

  (meet at church) 


