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Address 

98 Sky Manor Road 

PO Box 348 

Pittstown, NJ 08867-0348 

Phone: (908) 996-4091 

Fax: (908) 996-4515 

Web: http://stthomasepc.org/ 
 

Rector 

The Rev. Canon Carol Horton 

rector@stthomasepc.org 

(908) 735-9559 
 

Parish Administrative Assistant 

Anita Campbell 

Mon & Thurs: 10:00am - 1:00pm 

Wednesday:  10:00am - 2:00pm 

secretary@stthomasepc.org 

908-996-4091 
 

Service Schedule 

8:00am Eucharist 

10:00am Eucharist with music 

9:45am Childcare and Church School 

 

Blessing of the Animals 

on Sunday, October 2 

Blessing of appropriately restrained 

animals following both services 

 

 

Mid-week Services 

Wednesdays at 12:15pm 

 

Office Hours 

Please call the office  

to arrange for a home visit  

or to make an appointment. 

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
To worship, to nurture, to serve, together in Christ 

From the Rector:  October 2016 

As I write the autumnal equinox is still a few days away, so it is still 

technically summer.  But some trees are showing bits of color in their leaves, 

and fall schedules in school and sports are getting into full swing, reminding 

us of the change in season.  It is the same at St Thomas Church.  The choir is 

back in their usual place, supporting congregational singing and offering 

anthems each week.  Church School and Youth Group met this past Sunday 

for the first time since June, and plans are being put in place for a full year of 

service, prayerful study and reflection, and lots of fun.  And next week the 

boiler in the basement will be cleaned and serviced in preparation for the 

coming cold weather and heating season.  The colors and textures in the 

garden are shifting once again, and many different varieties of migrating 

birds stop by to rest and feast as they make their way to their winter 

destinations. 

“To everything there is a season...”  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

Hours and days, weeks, months and years – all go by.  At times they seem 

to drag so slowly; at other times they fly by.  Each season, particularly in this 

part of the world, has its own special characteristics, gifts, opportunities and 

challenges. 

The same can be said for our lives.  Blink an eye and childhood becomes 

adolescence, young adult, and on and on.  There is so much to be seen and 

heard, so much to learn and to savor both in ourselves and the people and 

creatures with whom we share this journey. 

This past Sunday I had the opportunity to spend time with our youth as 

they gathered for the first time this school year.  What a wonderful group of 

young people they are!  Part of their evening was spent making “Care 

Packages” for our college students, filled with cookies and other goodies, 

even kazoos, and each with a handwritten note.  Thank you to all who made 

cookies and treats for this project!  Fifteen boxes will make their way to 

unsuspecting college students who have been part of St Thomas Church, 

many of them from birth.  This kind of opportunity is a gift we give to our 

kids, and a gift they give back to St Thomas and to each one of us – 

something to be savored and cherished – and continued! 

Throughout this newsletter you will find many opportunities for learning, 

for service, and for just plain fun.  Savor the moments and the opportunities 

as fully as you are able.  Participate as fully and as often as you are able, 

knowing that your presence makes a difference for yourself and for the others 

whose lives you touch just by being part of St Thomas.  

Peace and blessing, 

 Carol+ 
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Wardens
Amanda Fuhro
908-735-5602

Lynn Logg
908-995-4794

Vestry
Tracey Bergstrand

973-979-1594
Fran Brunelle-Iuzzolino

908-217-8571 (cell)
908-387-1000 (office)

Gene Budsock
908-735-9976
Kevin Kapples
908-996-3019

Pat Neil
908-730-0114
Roger Prince
908-735-9709

Lori Ann Wolfe
732-710-2053

Treasurer
Roman Chiminec

treasurer@stthomasepc.org
908-995-2675

Music Director
Richard McIntyre

macwnj@yahoo.com
908-213-6619

Assistant Organist
Jan Davis

908-689-1222

Altar Guild
Please contact the Rector

Acolytes
Mary Nemec

mnemec@ptd.net
908-996-7955

Church School
Michelle Wagner

wagners88@comcast.net
908-735-4015

Youth Group
Antonia Mattei
908-782-3777

Michelle Wagner
wagners88@comcast.net

908-735-4015

Childcare
For more information,

please call 908-996-4091

Newsletter
Maria Markovich

mmarkovi@ptd.net
908-229-3515

Susan Rochelle designed current parish hall & gallery addition

Last Sunday, September 18, the Vestry and Building Committee met to examine and

at St Thomas.  In general, the group liked her concept and felt that she had incorporated
all our specifications.  The drawings are now on display in the parish hall.

Susan will be at St Thomas at 11:30 am this Sunday, September 25, to further
discuss her rationale and concept and to answer our questions.  All are welcome!

- Greg Shutske

Local Food Pantry Needs

Canned chicken soup Canola Oil
Macaroni & Cheese Canned unsweetened Fruit

Canned black, white, pinto or kidney beans
Canned corn or mixed vegetables

Toothbrushes and Toothpaste Toilet Paper
Dishwashing or Clothing Detergent

CANNED SOUP: Vegetable, Lentil, Pea, & Beef; Chicken Broth
CANNED FRUIT: Peaches, Pears, Oranges & Pineapple

CANNED VEGGIES: Spinach, Potatoes, Black Beans & Carrots
100% Apple Juice Coffee and Sugar Toilet Paper
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Blessing Animals
October 4 is the feast day of St Francis of Assisi.  It is in Francis'

memory and honor that many churches and animal shelters offer Blessing
of the Animals for pets, service animals, and the creatures that share our
lives. St Thomas Church will continue its tradition of blessing
animals on Sunday, October 2, at the end of each of our worship
services.  All pets are welcome, appropriately restrained.  You are
welcome to bring photos of those pets who are more comfortable at home.
We will also remember those animals that have shared our lives but are no
longer living among us.  Please bring photos.

Francis of Assisi was much more than simply an animal lover.  Every
aspect of his life testified to his dedication to Christ, and his belief in truly
living the gospel in humility and generosity.  He was not afraid to speak
truth to power, or to give all that he had for the benefit of the poor and to
encourage others to do likewise.  His love and respect for all of creation
can be found in his poetry and his prayers, many of which have survived
to this day.

One of the prayers attributed to St Francis is found in The Book of
Common Prayer on page 833:

"Lord, make us instruments of your peace.

Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury, pardon;

where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;

where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy.

Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled as to console;

to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen"

Middle School Youth Group to Make Animal Treats
The Middle School Youth Group will be making doggie and cat treats for the Blessing of the
Animals on Sunday, October 2.  Be sure to bring your animal to share in this special treat!

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS

We will have our annual Halloween Parade on Sunday, October 30 after the 10am service.
Children are encouraged to wear their costumes Adults too as we march around our church.
Always ending in the church hall for some wonderful coffee hour cupcakes!  We need a
volunteer to donate the cupcakes this year and help lead/organize the parade.  Contact
Michelle Wagner at wagners88@comcast.net for details.
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YOUTH NEWS
Youth Group holds its first meeting of the school year

Amid all the fun,
Cookies were packed, Gaga was played and Activities were scheduled

We had our first Youth
Group Meeting on
Sunday, September 18th.
We had 13 youths
attend!  Thank you
Marjorie and all for
bringing Sam and Morgan
to join us!  We had fun
continuing our lesson
from this morning about
being honest and
truthful by playing a
little opener called

told two facts about
ourselves.  One was true and one was not.  We then packed cookies for our college students.  We packed 14
boxes!  Thank you to the congregation for donating all the cookies, boxes, bubble wrap and popcorn!  We then
played our favorite youth group game, gaga.

2016-2017 Tentative Youth Group Schedule
October 16 Apple picking & activities
October 30 5th Sunday
November 20 Campfire & Manhunt (gaga, if rain)
December 3 Help at the Tricky Tray
December 16-17 Trinity Cathedral Lock-In

& Stop Hunger Now
January 29 5th Sunday
January 29 Tubing at Blue Mountain
February 4-5 Lock-in at St Thomas Hoagie Sale
March 12 Bowling
April 2 Gnome in Your Home
April 30 5th Sunday
May 7 Trust theme Day
June 4 Milkshake Mayhem & Gaga

Apple Picking & Smashing, etc.

We will be leaving directly after church on Sunday,
October 16th (around 11:00 am) to head to apple
picking at Phillips Farm at 91 Crab Apple Hill Road,
Milford.  Pack a picnic lunch to eat at the farm.  Youth
can be picked up back at the church at about 2:00 pm.
We will then meet again that evening at 7:00 pm to
have some fun apple activities.  Some ideas were

Just RSVP to
Mrs. Wagner so we have an
approximate headcount.  Youth are
to bring a picnic lunch and $5.00 to
purchase apples.

Friends are always welcome!

October has a 5TH Sunday!!
We have our wonderful youth volunteers participating in the Sunday, October 30, 10 am service.

Reader 1 - Trinity Mikuta, Reader 2 - Brooke Testa, Acolyte - Mackenzie Kapples.  Thank you all.

We still need two ushers and one altar guild volunteer.
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On Stewardship

There is much that St Thomas offers to its parishioners and its surrounding communities.  The spiritual and

Our Vacation Bible School is another that attracts outside children to experience that which is the St Thomas
spirit.  With our various fundraising endeavors, we are able to reach parts of our community with monies and

ough for the
comfort, community and fellowship offered by our coffee hours after Sunday service.  The warmth offered to
our guests is something that is always brought up by folks who have the opportunity to experience this.

The greater Diocese outreach is also something that is a part of our endeavors.  Our participation in
Diocesan events as well as our Diocesan pledge is a part of our drive for Stewardship.  This year, the St Thomas
vestry made a commitment to increase our Fair Share pledge to the Diocese to 75% of that which is expected
by the Diocese.  We are well on our way to this stated goal and as of September 1, we are within
approximately 12% of the funds needed to reach this goal.  This is a good thing for St Thomas but for many
reasons, we need to make our annual Diocesan pledge a complete obligation.  I would like to thank the

One of the reasons to fulfill our annual Diocesan pledge is for the future growth of our parish.  The newest
members of our church have all brought their own wonderful life experiences to add to the mix already at
St Thomas and to continue this growth; our future will hold some challenges for us all.  Most of us can see the
limitations of the space that we use with respect to the growth of our congregation.  Our building committee
has been busy addressing these concerns and any expansion plans will need the Diocese to bring our plans to
fruition.  Our pledge commitment is a big part of this picture.  Our goal for the Diocesan pledge needs to be an

St Thomas and within each
of us and our families.  Our growth and stability is dependent on us all.  Our imprint on our wider community
is a source of pride for us all.  For such a small church, we have a lot to offer.

All of this is dependent on the continuation and increase in the pledges of our congregation.  We have a
constant challenge in budgeting for that which is necessary to cover the expenses of our church.  In the
upcoming pledge drive, I ask for your prayerful thought and consideration for what you can give to St Thomas.
There will be upcoming opportunities to listen to and discuss the realities that we face as well as the future
growth of our church.  Please remember this in your pledge considerations.

Callin' all gals! Whether your interest is spiritual or social or both -- we hope to meet your
need(s). We are reigniting our efforts to form a St Thomas Women's Group. The spiritual
component will center around a book.  The social side will be just that, social and will include
everything from "Paint Your Own Pottery" in Flemington to bowling to Bunko.

Our kick-off meeting will take place after the 10 am service on October 9th and will last about
a half hour. At that meeting we plan to determine gathering frequency for both book and social
aspects, as well as discuss a short list of recommended books to choose from to get the spiritual
side of our group going.

For any questions, please reach out to Lynn Logg (llogg92609@gmail.com) or Sarah Rinehart
(sarah_rinehart@yahoo.com). Hope to see you there!
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these Fall Dates!
October 2 Blessing of the Animals, after both 8:00 am and 10:00 am services

(appropriately restrained animals, please)

October 16 Youth Group:  Apple Picking at Phillips Farm after the
10 am service; Youth Group meeting at 7 pm at St Thomas

October 20 Vestry Meeting, 7:00 pm at St Thomas

October 24 November newsletter information is due

October 30 Halloween Parade immediately after the 10:00 am service

October 31 All Hallows E (Halloween)

And this important December date may seem far away, but it

December 3 Seventh Annual Tricky Tray at North Hunterdon High School

Interested in some good music, holiday cheer and St Thomas camaraderie? Save the date!
Hunterdon Symphony & Hunterdon Choral Union

will have a Holiday Concert on Sunday, December 18th - 3 pm at Hunterdon Central High School in
Flemington. Our very own Richard McIntyre is the conductor of the Hunterdon Choral Union!
Tickets are $20 ($10 for seniors and students) which can be purchased online or at the event.

See website for more details, 
Just show up or let Donna Kapples know you're coming (, 908.328.5684).

Would you like to go to Dinner after the concert (place TBD)?  L

What about that Cheesy Ham & Hash Brown casserole? almost
embarrassing.  But of any that I make for coffee hour, this one gets the most comments and is consumed
the quickest
cream, and shredded cheddar cheese. These items are available in Shop-Rite in the exact prepared
amounts called for in the recipe.  Even the ham can be purchased already cubed!  Chopped pepper and/or
onion can be added if you like. The recipe can be found online at http://allrecipes.com/recipe/20096/cheesy-ham-
and-hash-brown-casserole/ or ask me after church for a copy! -Maria M

will be held on Saturday, December 3, 2016 at
North Hunterdon High School (same place as last year)

just like in previous
years.  Please bring in empty gift baskets you may have taking up space at your house.  Also look for opportunities
to re-

only, preferably still in their original boxes.  And think about which of the vendors you patronize
who might be willing to donate goods or services.  December will be here before you know it!!
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PARISH REGISTER

To Roger Prince, the Rinehart family, Kathleen Cichonski, Greg Cooper, and all who
have seen to the gardens over the summer;

To Richard McIntyre and St Thomas Choir for music;
To Michelle Wagner, Alisa Swider, Antonia Mattei, Heidi Budsock, Trish Walsh,

Leigh Anne Walker, and Doug Logg for serving as church school teachers and
youth group and confirmation advisors for this coming year, and to all who

help in so many ways;
To Rob Spies for his work on the St Thomas website;

To Lynn Logg and Sarah Rinehart for their work on calling together St Thomas W Group;
To Greg Shutske for refurbishing windows in the church, and to all who take on the maintenance

tasks, large and small;
To all who helped make our September outdoor service and picnic such a wonderful experience;

To all our church cleaners who keep our buildings clean and neat on a weekly basis;
To all our coffee hour volunteers;

To St Thomas Youth for packaging cookies to be sent off to our college students, and to everyone who
provided cookies and other goodies to fill the boxes;

To Lynn Logg, who has volunteered to coordinate our fall stewardship campaign;
and to all who quietly do so much for our life together.

Oct 11 Lauren Kane
Oct 12 Mikaela Dougherty
Oct 15 Charel Schaub
Oct 17 Milo Thomas
Oct 18 Shannon Brinkerhoff
Oct 20 Jack Holt, Doug Walker
Oct 21 Jason Day, Kate Fischer, Carol Horton
Oct 23 Larry Mikuta
Oct 24 Kevin Conover, Alexandrea Logg,

Lenny Swider, Stephanie Valeiko
Oct 27 Jennifer Logg
Oct 31 Alexander Niemann

Oct 1 Antonia Mattei & David White
Anthony Cordasco & Julie Gerow

Oct 5 Andrew & Lauren Niebuhr

Oct 7 Chris & Kim Testa

Oct 10 David & Laura Moskal

Oct 14 Barbara & William Petty

Oct 18 Tracey Bergstrand & Bernie Kravnick

Oct 24 Kate & Terry Allworthy,
David & Michelle Wagner

Oct 25 Jeff & Melissa Blomkvist

Congratulations
To Roman and Elisabeth Chiminec on the
birth of their newest grandchild, Sebastian.

Condolences
To the Haake and Dyer families on the death
of Margaret Haake in late August.

Did you travel this summer?  Visit a different church or city? Go to a national park or other
special place?  Check out the bulletin board in the parish hall and add what you like a
postcard, a service leaflet from a church service, a brochure or photographs...
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Samuel Seabury and the Episcopal Shield

Founded in 1723 as part of the Church of England, our parish long predates the
War of Independence. The Revolution posed a major problem for the church,
because many of its clergy and laity were loyalists. Some fled to Canada, and

. The
Anglicans who remained changed the name of the church to The Protestant
Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and vowed to maintain as
much of their worship as they could. This included the Apostolic Succession we
affirm in the Nicene Creed every week; the belief that our Bishops can trace their
ordination back to the ministries of the Apostles, specifically in our case to Peter.
In order to ensure this succession, each new Bishop is ordained by at least three
current Bishops, and all priests and deacons are ordained by Bishops. Prior to the

Revolution, all American Anglican clergy had to make the arduous and dangerous journey to England to be
ordained, usually by the Bishop of London; there were no Bishops in the 13 colonies.

Samuel Seabury was born in Connecticut in 1729. He graduated from Yale in 1748, and then went to the
University of Edinburgh to study medicine. He turned to theology, and was ordained a priest in the Church of
England in 1753. He returned to the 13 colonies as a missionary and then Rector in New Brunswick, NJ, before
moving to parishes in New York. He was a staunch loyalist, and during the Revolution returned to medicine
and became chaplain to a British Regiment. Despite this, he was chosen to be Bishop of Connecticut in 1783 in
the new Episcopal Church. Seabury returned to England, hoping to be ordained by Bishops of the Church of
England. Alas they could not ordain anyone who would not pledge allegiance to the Crown, and that was
clearly out of the question for the first bishop of the United States.

A curious quirk of British history came to his rescue. Long before, in 1689, King James II had fled to France
because the Protestant William of Orange had arrived in England with his wife, Mary II, and a substantial army
to ensure that James left no Roman Catholic heirs.
Bishops felt enough loyalty to him that they would not swear allegiance to William and Mary while James II
was still alive. They were almost outlawed for this effrontery, but continued a Scottish branch of the Apostolic
Succession outside the mainstream Church. Almost 100 years later their Episcopal descendants were perfectly
content to ordain a bishop who would not swear allegiance to King George III, and three of them ordained
Seabury on 14th November 1784 as the first Episcopal Bishop of the United States.

The Church of England saw that this precedent would lead to schism, and Parliament soon changed the law
to allow for the ordination of Bishops for churches beyond British shores. Three subsequent American Bishops
were ordained in the Church of England, and once there was a quorum of Bishops in the US, new Bishops
became the responsibility of the Episcopal Church. They adopted this with enthusiasm the most recent, The
Right Rev. Daniel Gutierrez, the 16th Bishop of Pennsylvania, is number 1095!

But what has this got to do with the Episcopal Shield? It's a relatively recent invention, approved at the 1940
Convention. The red cross on white background is the Cross of St. George, the national flag of England,
signifying our roots in the Church of England. But the blue quadrant, placed to be
with nine Jerusalem crosslets for the 9 original dioceses in the US, is based on the Cross of St. Andrew, the
national flag of Scotland, in honor of the Scottish Episcopal church and its bishops who ordained Samuel
Seabury. We th

Thanks be to God.
~ Roger Prince
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October 2016 at-a-glance
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 Pentecost 20
HE 8 & 10am

Church School &
Nursery 9:45am

3 4

St Francis
of Assisi

5 St Francis
of Assisi

(observed)
Mid-week Service

12:15 pm
Choir practice

7:15 pm

6 7 8

9 Pentecost 21

HE 8 & 10am
Church School &
Nursery 9:45am

10 11 12
Mid-week Service

12:15 pm
Choir practice

7:15 pm

13 14 15

Teresa
of Avila

16 Pentecost 22
HE 8 & 10am

Church School &
Nursery 9:45am

17
St Ignatius,

Bishop of Antioch

18

St Luke
the Evangelist

19 St Luke
the Evangelist

(observed)
Mid-week Service

12:15 pm
Choir practice

7:15 pm

20

Vestry meeting
7:00 pm

21 22

23 Pentecost 23
HE 8 & 10am

Church School &
Nursery 9:45am

24 St James
of Jerusalem
NOVEMBER
Newsletter

Submissions due

25 26
Mid-week Service

12:15 pm
Choir practice

7:15 pm

27 28
St Simon

& St Jude,
Apostles

29

30 Pentecost 24
HE 8 & 10am

Church School &
Nursery 9:45am

31

(Halloween)

Nov 1 Nov 2

Commemoration
of All Faithful

Departed

Nov 3 Nov 4 Nov 5

IF YOU CANNOT SERVE ON YOUR SCHEDULED DATES, PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE OFFICE.

Date Eucharistic
Minister Reader Acolyte Usher Coffee Hour

Oct 2
8-

10- L. Logg
8-

10- J. Davis
10- B. Testa

8-
10-

8-
10-

Oct 9 8-
10- L. Mikuta

8-
10- R. Prince

10- G. DiRienz
8-

10-
8-

10- Logg

Oct 16 8-
10- D. Buczek

8-
10- L. Grieme

10-
M. Mikuta,
T. Mikuta

8-
10-

J. Holt 8-
10-

Oct 23 8-
10- D. Kapples

8-
10- M. Markovich

10-
8-

10-
J. Holt 8-

10- Rinehart
Oct 30
5th Sunday

8-
10- J. Davis

8-
10- T. Mikuta, B. Testa

10- M. Kapples
8-

10-
J. Holt
Youth

8-
10-

FLOWERS ALTAR COUNTERS CLEANING
Oct  2 Testa P. Neil, L. Grieme G. Budsock, K. Testa Markovich/Shutske

Oct  9 Logg L. Grieme, J. Pragdat G. Budsock, A. DiRienz

Oct 16 Cooper D. Buczek, H. Budsock K. Kapples, L. Santos

Oct 23 Allworthy M. Markovich, D. Buczek K. Kapples, A. Swider

Oct 30 Kapples Youth-5th Sunday (Markovich)
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Blessing of the Animals
(after both services)

Halloween Parade
(after 10am service)

Youth Group-Sunday Oct 16:
Apple Picking at Phillips Farm

after the 10 am service;
YG meeting at church at 7 pm


