
 

 

 

 
  

January, 2018 

           Address 

98 Sky Manor Road 

                        PO Box 348 

Pittstown, NJ 08867-0348 

Phone: (908) 996-4091 

Fax: (908) 996-4515 

Web: http://stthomasepc.org/ 
 

 

             Rector 

The Rev. Canon Carol Horton 

rector@stthomasepc.org 

(908) 735-9559 

         

Parish Administrative Assistant 

Anita Campbell 

Mon & Thurs: 10:00am - 1:00pm 

Wednesday:  10:00am - 2:00pm 

secretary@stthomasepc.org 

908-996-4091 
 

 

Service Schedule 

8:00am Eucharist 

10:00am Eucharist with music 

9:45am Childcare and Church School 
 

Mid-week Service 

No midweek services in January 
 

Sunday, January 7 

St Thomas Parish Meeting 

One service at 10:00am,  

followed by parish meeting 

Epiphany Pageant at 5:00 pm 

 

 

Office Hours 

Please call the office to arrange for a 

home visit or to make an appointment. 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
To worship, to nurture, to serve, together in Christ 

From the Rector: Christmas/Epiphany 2018  

As I write, there are four large blue jays at the bird feeder outside my office 

window.  Their brilliant blues and whites offer stark contrast to the rather drab 

greens and browns of the landscape in the garden these days.  The tease of snow 

from last night is gone, but the wind has picked up considerably, and is coming in 

gusts across the fields and parking lot at St Thomas Church, sending many of the 

smaller birds into deeper cover and protected places.   

It is Christmas afternoon.  The services of Advent, Christmas Eve and Christmas 

Day are now history for another year, but the music seems still to resonate in the 

space, and the flowers and greens in the church offer quiet beauty in the afternoon 

sunlight.   

By tomorrow there will no doubt be several Christmas trees out by the curb, their 

owners and decorators thinking Christmas is over, and they are totally done with 

Christmas.  But for us, it is just the first day of the twelve day Christmas season.  

There are more Carols to sing, and more time to enjoy the greens and celebration of 

Christmas and the coming of the Kings bearing their gifts at Epiphany.  We will 

sing of the light of the star that guided the kings, and we will sing – and hear – of 

the light that has come into the world through the Word, the one we know as Jesus 

Christ.  

“And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 

glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:14 

An Epiphany is often described as an “aha” moment, when something previously 

unknown or understood suddenly becomes known or understandable.  May this 

season of Christmas and Epiphany be such a time for us.  May we discover new and 

deeper experiences of God through the coming of Jesus, and may we then have the 

wisdom and courage to share these gifts with the world in new ways. 

Let us pray:  O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to 

the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your 

presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever.  Amen                 — Collect for Epiphany 

 

Peace and blessing, 

Carol+ 

 
 

Special Parish Meeting on January 7, 2018 

There will be a special parish meeting on Sunday, January 7, immediately following a 

single 10:00 am service, for the purpose of electing 3 delegates and 3 alternates for 

Diocesan Convention, this year Friday, March 2 and Saturday, March 3 in Cherry Hill, NJ.  

We have one delegate already, so still need 2 delegates and 3 alternates.  Please let 

Carol know if you are willing to accept this opportunity for service to St Thomas and to the 

Diocese of New Jersey. 

http://stthomasepc.org/
mailto:rector@stthomasepc.org
mailto:secretary@stthomasepc.org


Wardens 

Lynn Logg 
908-995-4794 

Lori Ann Wolfe 
732-710-2053 

Vestry 

Tracey Bergstrand 
973-979-1594 

Gene Budsock 
908-735-9976 

Kevin Kapples 
908-996-3019 

Pat Neil 
908-730-0114 

Roger Prince 
908-735-9709 

Adam Rinehart 
832-330-6808 

Treasurer 
Nicky Wallis 

treasurer@stthomasepc.org 
609-851-0870 

Music Director 
Richard McIntyre 

macwnj@yahoo.com 
908-213-6619 

Assistant Organist 
Jan Davis 

908-689-1222 

Altar Guild 
Please contact the Rector 

Acolytes 
Donna Kapples 

dkapples@gmail.com 

Church School 
Michelle Wagner 

wagners88@comcast.net 
908-735-4015 

Youth Group 
Antonia Mattei 
908-782-3777 

Michelle Wagner 

wagners88@comcast.net 

908-735-4015 

Childcare 
For more information,  

please call 908-996-4091  

Newsletter 
Maria Markovich 
mmarkovi@ptd.net 

908-229-3515 

Confirmation class will 

be forming in January.  We are grateful to Doug Logg, 

who has agreed to work with our confirmands this year.  

The class is open to youth in grades eight or above, and the 

schedule of classes will be decided upon by mutual 

agreement of those involved.  Adults seeking confirmation 

or reception** are welcome to be part of that class, or to 

make other arrangements for instruction with Carol+.   

Please Note: For the safety and well-being of all, St Thomas has a policy that any 

event or class involving children or youth must have at least two unrelated adults 

present.  These do not have to be parents of youth – if you would like to serve as a 

second adult, speak with the coordinator of the event or with Carol.    

** In the Episcopal Church, confirmation includes the laying on of hands by a 
bishop.  Anyone who has received this rite of laying on of hands by a bishop in 

the Roman Catholic or other church, would, therefore, be ‘Received” into the 

Episcopal Church by the bishop.  Those from other protestant denominations 

would be ‘Confirmed.’  In either case, the process includes preparation through 

participation in classes or private instruction. 
 

FOOD PANTRY NEEDS  
(Flemington & Clinton) 

� BAKED BEANS     � ELBOW OR ZITI PASTA        � SOUPS:  BEEF OR BEEF STEW, CHILI, VEGETABLE  

� PLAIN CRACKERS            � PEANUT BUTTER         � MACARONI & CHEESE       � UNSWEETENED CEREAL 

� CANNED FRUIT:  PEARS & ORANGES, FRUIT COCKTAIL (IN JUICE)         � 100% APPLE JUICE 

� COFFEE  AND TEA      � LAUNDRY DETERGENT        � TOILET PAPER         � GIFT CARDS * 

* Local supermarket gift cards enable the pantries to purchase goods as needed.   

(Clinton Open Cupboard prefers ShopRite cards.) 

 

ST THOMAS WEATHER INFO  For the latest 
information on scheduled services or events, please 

check the church voicemail (908-996-4091)  

Our aim is to have the driveway, parking lots and walkways cleared in time for worship and 

other events.  However, this is not always possible.  Use discretion about travelling if conditions 

seem questionable -- your safety is the highest priority. 

SNOW POOL    Feeling lucky? 

Don’t forget to sign up on the Snow Pool list in the church gallery. 

(When it doesn’t snow, you win!) 

 
 

Did you know? Christmas continues until January 6, the coming of the 

Kings at Epiphany.  And the season of Epiphany lasts through Shrove Tuesday, 

the day before Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.   

Ash Wednesday falls on February 14 this year, so you may want to consider 

some early Valentine’s celebrations. 
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ANOTHER TRICKY TRAY SUCCESS in 2017 ! 

 

 

St Thomas’ 8th Annual Tricky Tray was held on Saturday, December 2nd, again at North Hunterdon High 

School.  Many thanks to the Fundraising Committee that has this event running like a well-oiled machine.  The basket 

brigade seamlessly got the baskets loaded into the vans, BY COLOR, which is critical, and then transported the baskets to 

the school just in time for the committee to place them on the tables.  This year, the tables were new and far easier to set 

up with help from NHHS janitorial staff.   

True to form, members of our youth group, along with a few adults to carry all of those baskets containing wine and 

spirits, kept the event moving along.  And cleanup was a breeze, as always, with Kate Allworthy and Alisa Swider quickly 

and efficiently pulling and folding the table cloths, and Elisabeth Chiminec stacking & boxing the containers for next 

year!  We are ready to publish a tips and tricks guide to running a successful tricky tray!! 

The parish secured and donated about 150 great baskets, and the committee was SO VERY GRATEFUL to all 

parishioners for making the effort to get the baskets in early.  Denise & Buzz Buczek, the Queen & King of Wrap, were 

actually able to finish their wrapping and enjoy Thanksgiving as a result! 

This year, the committee made the decision to purchase a $1000 Visa gift card as a Grand Prize, which all agreed 

would have a more broad-based appeal than a computer or other high end electronics that we have featured in the past. 

In terms of revenue generated, we grossed just over $9800, with projected expenses of about $1000.  We will be 

making a $1000 donation (10% of our revenues) to our Fair Share and $1000 to One World One Love. 

We should all be proud of our efforts and success.  As you can see from the pictures above, it's a really fun event! 

St Thomas’ Women’s Group     Thanks to everyone who participated in St Thomas’ Women’s Group 

holiday cookie exchange, which took place on December 10
th

.  We had a wonderful time sharing our stories of why we 

picked the cookies we decided to bake.  Then we got to take home our plates full of various delightful cookies, along 

with lots of fun stories, to share with our loved ones!     – Sarah Rinehart 

Supper Club Large Group Gathering  on January 6 at 6:00 PM

St Thomas’ Supper Club will hold a Twelfth Night celebration on January 6, 2018, 6:00 pm, at the 

home of Ana White.  Anyone is welcome to join us.  Bring an appetizer and your beverage of choice. 

RSVP to Daniela Johnson 908-713-1068 or 4dogs3cats@comcast.net. 
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Pictured (clockwise) are:  Finished prize baskets in St Thomas’ basement - ready for 
loading & transport; Denise Buczek, basket wrapper extraordinaire; Mike Kirsch, 
St Thomas’ accountant; and placarded ticket sellers Maria Markovich & Daniela Johnson. 

Thanks to Lynn Logg for the pictures! 



YOUTH NEWS 

HOAGIE SALE LOCK-IN  

is February 3-4 

Our annual hoagie sale lock-in will be on 

Saturday, February 3
rd

 through to Sunday, 

February 4
th

.  The youth group helps with 

prep, plays a little gaga, attends a service at 

the church, makes hoagies, sells hoagies, and 

hopefully gets a little sleep in there.  Members 

are asked to bring sleeping bags and pillows as 

we sleep on the floor in the church hall.  This 

event is a lot of fun and helps the group raise 

funds for their outreach projects.  We need 

two adults to chaperone this event at the 

church.  Please speak with Antonia Mattei or 

Cheryl Ann Spies if interested. 

BLUE MOUNTAIN TUBING on January 21 
On Sunday, January 21st we are planning to go to Blue 

Mountain Ski Resort for some tubing.  Bring a brown bag 
dinner to eat at the slopes.  We will be meeting at 4:30pm at 
St Thomas and leaving there by 4:45pm.  We will then drive 
the hour to Blue Mountain and go tubing from 6:00-8:30pm.  
If we get a commitment of 15 or more, the cost is $25.00 per 
person.  If the commitment is less, then it will be $30.00 per 
person.  This event requires a January 14th advance monetary 
commitment from those planning to attend.  Please make your 
check out to St Thomas Episcopal Church and in the memo line 
write ‘Snow Tubing’.  There is also a waiver that needs to be 
signed and this will be sent directly to any paid members via 
email.  In order to make our numbers, we invite adults and 
church school to join us too! 

CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS 

One of the wonderful events at St Thomas is the 

Epiphany Pageant.  This year the pageant will be on 

Sunday, January 7th.  We will have a practice at our 

regular Church School class time of 9:45 am on Sunday, 

January 7
th
.  Also, we will have one run-through with 

costumes on Saturday, January 6
th
 at 3:00 pm and again 

at 4:00 pm prior to show time on Sunday the 7
th
.  All 

performers with speaking parts should try to be at both 

practices.  (Note:  Because December 31 is a fifth 

Sunday, with youth attending the church service, no 

pageant practice will be held that day.) 

The Epiphany Pageant will begin at 5:00 pm and will 

be followed by a celebration dinner of pizza & desserts.  

We ask families to bring a dessert or drink to share.  We 

are looking forward to another extraordinary show! 

FLEMINGTON FOOD PANTRY 

SHOPPING TRIP on February 19 

Our annual outreach for the food pantry will be on 

Monday, February 19
th

.  This is President’s weekend.  This 

year we will be donating to the Open Cupboard Food Pantry 

in Clinton.  We will meet at the Clinton Shop-Rite at 10am.  

An item or two as well as a budgeted dollar amount will be 

given to the kids and they will proceed to shop and get us 

the best deals!  We then check out and pack up our cars and 

drive them to the food pantry.  This wonderful outreach 

only takes about 1-1/2 hours all total and is something the 

younger kids can really appreciate.  Sign-ups will be out in 

the gallery mid-January.  Our congregation is asked to 

please donate generously for this outreach.  Look for our 

collection envelopes in January! 

COMMUNION CLASS 
We have a wonderful program for our second 

and third graders as well as anyone who would like 
a greater understanding of Holy Communion and 

the role it plays in our church.  We start this 

program in February as part of our church school 

curriculum.  We are happy to have Trish Walsh 

teaching this wonderful program.  Please contact 

Michelle Wagner at wagners88@comcast.net if you 

would like to have your child join this program. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Confirmation:  The sacramental rite in which the 

candidates "express a mature commitment to Christ, and 

receive strength from the Holy Spirit through prayer and the 

laying on of hands by a bishop."  (BCP, p. 860)  

We are so blessed to have Doug Logg volunteering to 

teach this wonderful class in the upcoming year.  If you are 

8th grade or up and are interested in attending this class, 

please email Michelle Wagner at wagners88@comcast.net or 

speak with Carol at church.  Classes will most likely begin 

sometime in February. 

Due to the rector's surgery and absence during 

January, the main portion of the Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Sunday, February 25. 

  Please get 2017 annual reports to Anita no later than Sunday, February 4. 
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PARISH REGISTER 

               To all who have supported  St Thomas Church in 2017 through their gifts of  

time, talent and treasure, and to all who have pledged their support of time, 

talent and treasure to St Thomas for 2018; 

To all who continue to support our outreach for ongoing relief for Puerto Rico through Episcopal Relief and  

the quarter tube, and help to those in need through the discretionary fund;  

  To the members of the Finance Committee for their ongoing work; 

 To all vestry members for their dedication and hard work on behalf  

 of St Thomas Church; 

To all who work each week to keep St Thomas clean, neat and welcoming; 

 To all those who continue to “spread the word” about St Thomas Church; 

To our church school teachers for their dedication, creativity and skill in 

working with our children and youth; 

     To our parents for seeing that their children participate in the worship,  

   Sunday School and other activities of St Thomas Church and beyond throughout the year;  

To our readers, acolytes, eucharistic ministers, ushers, and all who enrich our worship in so many ways; 

  To Richard McIntyre and St Thomas Choir for beautiful music at Christmas and all through the year; 

   To those who provide the food and other refreshment we enjoy through coffee hours, covered dish  

   suppers and brunches, picnics and receptions;   

To all who have contributed goods and funds for our special projects throughout the year; 

  To all who helped with the fall cleanup day, and ongoing outdoor clean up; 

To all who worked on our eighth annual Tricky Tray, including the committee, those who donated and gathered gifts,  

and especially Denise and Ed Buczek for making all the baskets beautiful; 

   To all who contributed coats, hats, gloves and scarves to the coat drive for One World, One Love; 

 To all who helped with the Greening of the Church for Christmas this year; 

To all who provided hospitality following services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, including the Mikuta and  

Prince-Gunson families, Eric and Daniela Johnson, Daniela’s mother, Hildegard, and Carol Horton; 

     And to all who quietly do so much… 

        

Jan  2 Melanie Bracken, Mackenzie Kapples    

Jan  4 Charles Fischer 

Jan  5 Jeff Blomkvist 

Jan 12 Linda Grieme 

Jan 13 Kevin Kapples 

Jan 14 Maria Markovich 

Jan 15 Ana White 

Jan 19 Antonia Mattei 

Jan 21 Terry Allworthy 

Jan 22 Annalise Kelly, Kerry Walsh 

Jan 23 Kathleen Conceicao,  

    Owen Walker, Eva Wallis 

Jan 26 Denise Buczek, Marian Sumner, 

   JoAnne Oldenburg,  Joe Preston 

Jan 29 Pat Neil, Zach Ubry 

 

 

Jan 17 Christopher & Lynn Faust 

 

WELCOME MOTHER ANN HOLTWELCOME MOTHER ANN HOLTWELCOME MOTHER ANN HOLTWELCOME MOTHER ANN HOLT 

The Rector will be having knee replacement surgery on January 10, and will be out of commission 

for five weeks or so.  During her absence, the Rev. Ann Holt has agreed to serve St Thomas on a very 

part time basis for Sunday worship and other needs that might arise.  Ann shepherded St Thomas 

through the process of moving from being a mission to being a parish in 1996.  Upon her retirement, 

Ann was named Rector Emerita.  Please see the Sunday bulletins for more information. 
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CONDOLENCES…    To Donna,  

Kevin and Mackenzie Kapples on the 

death of Donna’s mother, Lavona Borek.  

May she rest in peace, and rise in glory. 

To St Thomas’ Fund 

Raiser Committee and all who made this 

year’s Tricky Tray such a success! 

 



January  7 Sunday, First Sunday after Epiphany:  single service at 10:00 am, followed by PARISH MEETING 

  Epiphany PaEpiphany PaEpiphany PaEpiphany Pageantgeantgeantgeant at 5:00 pm (participants to arrive at 4 pm) 

January 14  Payments due for Blue Mountain tubing (January 21) 

January 21 Youth group – Blue Mountain tubing: meet at St Thomas at 4:30 pm 

January 22 February newsletter submissions are due 

January  23 or 30 Vestry meeting place and time to be determined 

February 3-4 Super Bowl Hoagie & Salad Sale Lock-In 

February 4 Reports for the Annual Report booklet are due 

February 19 Youth group – Presidents’ Day Food Pantry Shopping:   

   meet at Clinton Shoprite at 10:00 am 

February 25 St Thomas’ ANNUAL MEETING (main portion) following a  

  single service at 10:00 am and brunch 
 

Vicars and Rectors 

Much though we may deplore it, all effective organizations of any size rely on a clear hierarchy of command, and this 

is orchestrated by distinctive titles at different levels.  The Episcopal Church is no exception, and it uses a range of names 

for its diverse ranks. 

At the congregational level there has always been an important distinction between Vicars and Rectors.  Vicar comes 

from the Latin vicarius – a representative or deputy, and implies that the Vicar is the Bishop’s deputy.  Most clerics in the 

UK are vicars, and receive an income from their diocese – giving rise to Oliver Goldsmith’s novel ‘The Vicar of 

Wakefield’ (1766), the TV comedy ‘The Vicar of Dibley’ (1994-2007), and the satirical 18th century song ‘The Vicar of 

Bray’ – all three are worth exploring.  

Of course different churches have subtly different usages - the Church of Rome often calls their Pope the Vicar of 

Christ, implying his role as Christ’s deputy.  And usage changes with time - their usage was only introduced in the 6th 

Century – before that they referred to the Pope as the representative of the Apostles. 

Today our diocese uses the term for the incumbent of a mission church – one funded at least partially by the diocese.  

St. Thomas’ only relinquished this role in 1996, finally becoming a Parish after 273 years as a mission! 

A Rector, from the Latin rector, to guide, steer or rule, is rather more autonomous, historically being paid by local 

tithes, and financially independent of the diocese.  Indeed, as we know quite well, the parish of a Rector is expected to 

support the diocese! 

Please note that there is a serious implication in these titles – our parish community is responsible for funding our 

Rector, our Church building, and a small fraction of our Bishop – and we are not doing our duty.  Next year’s pledges are 

nowhere near enough to fund even the bare-bones budget our financial committee has proposed.  We must recognize that 

St. Thomas’ could fail… we are a generous and lovely congregation, but we are NOT generous enough to our church.  We 

need at least $180,000 to survive; $200,000 to fulfill our obligations to the Diocese.  And we can all do the elementary 

math – how many families do you see attending and supporting our community?  If it were 100 (and that would be a 

substantial over-estimate) our average share would be $2000 a year, $40 a week – if we are only 50 families, our average 

share would be $4000…  Of course we are not a Lake Wobegon Community, and we cannot all donate above the average 

– some of us struggle to make even small contributions.  But together we have to contribute enough…  If we do not 

seriously increase our Church’s income, we run the risk of returning to the caretaker-church we were from 1776 to 1975 – 

the Diocese is in no shape to demote us to a mission again.  We probably can fund the minimal uptake of the building, but 

without weekly worship – would that be a church?  

Please pray about our future – and act upon your prayers…      
~ Roger Prince 
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January 2018 at-a-glance    Happy New Year !Happy New Year !Happy New Year !Happy New Year !    
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

 1  
The Holy Name  
of Our Lord  
Jesus Christ 

New Year’s Day 

(office is closed) 

2 

 

3   

Choir practice 
7:15 pm 

(no midweek 
services in 
January) 

4 

 

5 

 

6  
The Epiphany of 

Our Lord 
Jesus Christ 

Practice for 
Epiphany Pageant 

at 3:00 pm 

7   Epiphany 1
 

   

8 9 10
William Laud,

  

      Archbishop 
    of Canterbury

 

Choir practice 

7:15 pm 

 

11 
 

 

12 

 

13 

14  Epiphany 2 

HE 8 & 10am 

Church School &   

 Childcare 9:45am 

Payments due for 
Blue Mtn Tubing 

 

15
     

Martin  

 Luther King Day 
 

16    

 

 

 

 

17   

 
Choir practice 

7:15 pm 

18 

Confession  of  

St Peter  

the Apostle 

19 

 

20 

 

21  Epiphany 3 

HE at 8 & 10am 
Church School &   

 Childcare 9:45am 

Youth Group  
Blue Mtn Tubing 

(meet at St T  
at 4:30 pm) 

22 

FEBRUARY  

Newsletter 

Submissions due 

23 24   

 

Choir practice 
7:15 pm 

25  

Conversion  of  

St Paul  

the Apostle 

 

26 27  

28 Epiphany 4 

HE 8 & 10am 

Church School &   

 Childcare 9:45am 
 

29 30  31 

 

Choir practice 

7:15 pm 

Feb 1 

 

Feb 2 

 

Feb 3 

Feb 3-4: 
Youth Group 
Super bowl 

Hoagie & Salad 
Sale Lock-in 

IF YOU CANNOT SERVE ON YOUR SCHEDULED DATES, PLEASE FIND A REPLACEMENT AND NOTIFY THE OFFICE. 

Date 
Eucharistic 

Minister 
Reader Acolyte Usher Coffee Hour 

Jan  7 
  8 - 

10 - 

 

D. Buczek 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

E. Johnson 
10 - G. DiRienz 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

 

  8 - 

10 - 
 

Jan 14 
  8 - 

10 - 

 

J. Davis 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

D. Buczek 
10 - T. Mikuta 

  8 - 

10 - 
 

  8 - 

10 - 
 

Jan 21 
  8 - 

10 - 

 

L. Mikuta 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

K. Allworthy 
10 - M. Mikuta 

  8 - 

10 - 
 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

Rinehart 

Jan 28 
  8 - 

10 - 

 

L. Logg 

  8 - 

10 - 

 

R. Prince 
10 - B. Testa 

  8 - 

10 - 
 

  8 - 

10 - 
 

 

 FLOWERS ALTAR COUNTERS CLEANING SNOW 

Jan  7  P. Neil, L. Grieme A. DiRienz, D. Johnson Markovich/Shutske 
G. Shutske 

A. Rinehart (Epiph Pag) 

Jan 14  L. Grieme, J. Pragdat L. Ubry, K. Cichonski  R. Prince 

Jan 21  D. Buczek, H. Budsock   B. Kemmerer 

Jan 28  M. Markovich, D. Buczek K. Testa,  A. Rinehart 

7 

Single 10 am service,  
followed by Parish Meeting 

Church Sch (pageant practice)   
 & Childcare 9:45am 

Epiphany Pageant at 5:00 pm 
(performers to arrive at 4:00 pm) 



NEWSLETTER - LATE ADDITION

    
December 22, 2017 
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Thank you to everyone who helped with the Christmas preparations, and to Heidi Budsock for the greening pictures. 

And so yet one more Christmas greening becomes part of St Thomas’ long and storied history…


