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ANNUAL GOCHA MEETING ON 

WED. SEPTEMBER 16th, 7:30-9:00 PM WILL FEATURE  

Mayor Ara Najarian 

Please join us for our Annual Meeting on Wednesday, Sept. 16th. We will begin 

promptly at 7:30 PM in the Joe Bridges Clubhouse at Glenoaks Park. 
 

The GOCHA Board of Directors is pleased to announce that this 

year’s featured speaker will be the Mayor of Glendale, Ara Na-

jarian. Mayor Najarian has been on the Glendale City Council 

since 2005 and has served as mayor twice previously.  In addition, 

he has chaired the Glendale Housing Authority, the Glendale Re-

development Agency and the Glendale Transportation and Park-

ing Commission. He has served on the Metropolitan 

Transportation Authority Board of Directors since 

2006, has been a member of the Southern California 

Regional Rail Authority Board of Directors since 2007 and served on 

the Board of Trustees of Glendale City College from 2003-2005. He 

received his Bachelor’s degree in Economics from Occidental College 

and his law degree from U.S.C. He is married and has  two children. 

 
FREE PANCAKE BREAKFAST IN THE PARK 

Join your  friends and neighbors again this year on 

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 19th,  

8:00 TO 11:00 AM   

AT GLENOAKS PARK  

for a leisurely morning in the park enjoying 

GOCHA’s  delicious and free 

ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST. 
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Update on Two Residential Projects 
by Gerry Rankin 

The City Planning Department reports that two major pro-
posed building projects in Glenoaks Canyon are proceed-
ing.  The nearly 6,000 square-foot house proposed for 
2205 Hollister Terrace has been approved by the City 
Design Review Board with ten conditions, none difficult 
for the builder to achieve.  A condition of great impor-
tance to neighbors is that exterior lighting be studied “to 
reduce excessive light pollution.”  The Design Review 
Board approved this decision on November 13, 2014, 
and, although construction has not begun, the owner has 
two years from that date  to begin  before the permit 
lapses.   
The second major building project, on the Planning Com-
mission’s docket since March 2014, would have a much 
greater impact on the Canyon if finally approved. The 
address of the lot is 2580 Sleepy Hollow Drive, just be-
yond a locked gate and a “Wilderness” area sign.  Ac-
cording to reports from the Planning Department, nothing 
was done to move this project forward for at least one 
year.   Nevertheless, we have learned that the project, 
involving a 3,000 square-foot house, has been resur-
rected this summer.  Senior Planner Vilia Zemaitaitis, 
who is assigned to the project, tells me that the submitted 
plans (dated July 24, 2015) meet the City’s requirements.  
Although  the slope exceeds 50%, no variance is re-
quired, but the builder would need  to pave and improve 
the dirt fire road in front of the house.  The pavement 
would need to run clear to the top of the ridge.  He would 
not be required to provide power, water, or sewage utili-
ties along the road.   
This property extends  almost to the top of the ridge at a 
popular viewpoint overlooking Eagle Rock and Downtown 
Los Angeles. At 56,000 sq. ft., it does not meet the 
60,000 foot requirement so it cannot be split without a 
variance.   The owner might be interested in buying a 
slice of land that would bring his property to the top of the 
ridge, expanding his lot to more than 60,000 sq. ft. as that 
piece of land is rumored to be up for sale.  I  asked Ms. 
Zemaitaitis what would stop a series of houses being built 
on the numerous individual lots along the nearby Valle 
Vista fire road.  These lots have recently been advertised 
for sale.  She responded that there would be little that 
could be done to stop such development if the owners 
pay for utilities and road improvement, if the lots are at 
least 12,000 sq. ft. in size, and if the ground is deter-
mined to be stable. In view of the radical changes to the 
environment of Glenoaks Canyon that would likely be set 
in motion by the construction of the proposed house, 
GOCHA is expected to inform the City Manager and each 
member of the City Council of the disruption that would 
be caused if the 2580 Sleepy Hollow Drive project is ap-
proved.  In addition, a request may be made for a review 
of the project by the City Design Review Board.  The re-
quest would specify that the review include the project’s 
probable environmental impact on the entire Glenoaks 
Canyon neighborhood. 

 

GLENOAKS CANYON 

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

2015 Board of Directors 
 

Executive Board 

 

President          David Weeks….…..662-0902 

Vice President   Paul Chamberlain..548-8707 

Secretary     Sharon Kelly Lee…242-3029 

Treasurer     Angela Vukos…….247-2781 
 

Board Members 

 

Mark Fernandes………………....….571-2113 

Carol Kemp.........................................244-1097 

Rick Marquis………………………...216-4202 

Larry Meyer.........…………...............242-4290 

Joan Morris (Echo Editor)….………242-5586 

Gerald Rankin……………………….241-0450 

Mark Rothenberg................................247-7400 

Mitchell Rubinstein (Webmaster)….507-9073 

Renay Wallace……………………….242-8688 

Eileen Young………..……………….244-2398 

Rudy Zaveruka…………..………….247-5556 

2015 CANYON CALENDAR 

ANNUAL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 16th 

7:30 TO 9:00 pm Bridges Clubhouse 

Glenoaks Park 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 19th 

8:00 AM– 11:00 AM Bridges Clubhouse 

Glenoaks Park 

 
 



 Page 3 PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

About a year ago the public comment period for the 

Environmental Impact Report on the Scholl Can-

yon Landfill was just finishing up. The ensuing 

year has been a frustrating one for us and the rea-

sons why are described in Gerry Rankin’s article, 
Status of Landfill. He also provides a summary of 

the GOCHA Board’s position on the Landfill, which 

include our deep concerns about expanding a land-

fill that is situated dangerously close to earthquake 

faults, our concerns about an unmonitored barrier 

containing toxins as well as declining real estate 

values, health hazards and the broken promise 

made in the 1960s that, by the1980s, the landfill 

would be decommissioned and the land restored to 

its natural state.  Please join us in a show of soli-

darity when we present this position paper to City 

Council in the near future.  We will notify you 

when this will occur via email alerts and updates 

on the canyon Facebook page as well as on our 

website.  Another matter of concern is a proposed 

new development on Sleepy Hollow Drive which 

could change the hillside landscape and possibly 

our access to the fire trail there (“Update on Two 

Residential Projects,” also by Gerry Rankin).  

Gerry reports in Status of the Rim of the Valley the 

exciting news that our canyon may become part of 

the National Park Service. Another item of good 

news is reported by Rick Marquis in Repairs to 
Canyon Entrance.   
 
We have included a Membership Form in this is-

sue. If you have not yet joined GOCHA, please take 

a moment to fill out the form and mail in your 

check. We have a campaign to push our member-

ship to 200 canyon families. Thank you!  

 

We hope to see you all at the 

GOCHA Annual meeting on 

Wednesday, Sept. 16th where 

Mayor Ara Nazarian will be 

our featured speaker. Fi-

nally,  don’t forget about the 

Pancake Breakfast on Satur-

day, Sept. 19th.  Both events 

will be held at the Joe 

Bridges Clubhouse in 

Glenoaks Park. 

 
 
 

 

 
The President’s Column  

by David Weeks 
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and her staff have been sifting through the comments, pre-
paring an analysis of them, and deciding on possible revi-
sions to the report.  Such revisions would likely be techni-
cal in nature.  Ms. Dove said that once this process is com-
pleted and higher authorities review the final product, the 
report, with comments, would be presented to both houses  
of Congress in Washington, D.C.  She predicted that the 
process would take until late 2015 or early 2016.  She 
added that as soon as the report is presented to Congress, 
the National Park Service would release the final report to 
the public but would no longer have jurisdiction over re-
sponding to the public’s requests for revision.  Residents 
with suggested revisions could, however, contact Members 
of Congress with their concerns.  Congressman Adam 
Schiff, the Congressman representing Glendale as well as 
much of the other territory directly affected by the report, is 
the key Member of Congress in any matter relating to the 
Rim of the Valley Study.  

 
By an Act of Congress in 2008, 
the National Park Service was 
directed to undertake a study to 
determine the suitability of ex-
panding the Santa Monica Moun-
tains National Recreation Area to 
incorporate land designated as 
the Rim of the Valley Corridor.  
This land generally includes the 
hills and mountains encircling the 
San Fernando, La Crescenta, 
Santa Clarita, Simi, and Conejo 
Valleys.  The purpose of the study was to discover ways of 
enhancing the recreational and wildlife environment of the 
Los Angeles metropolitan area.   
 
After several years of study, a 492-page study report was 
issued on this subject in April 2015.  In the report, the Na-
tional Park Service proposes four options, only two of 
which, Alternatives “C” and “D”, seem to be taken seriously 
in the report.  Alternative “D” would expand the Santa 
Monica Mountains National Recreation Area to include vir-
tually all of the areas listed above as well as additional 
parts of Ventura County and the “Canyon Country” area 
paralleling Route 14.  The less extensive Alternative “C” 
focuses on the hilly rims of the San Fernando and La Cres-
centa Valleys as well as adjacent recreational lands such 
as the Arroyo Seco and the Los Angeles River.  The Ver-
dugo Mountains and the San Rafael Hills are included in 
both options.  
 
The report presents Alternative “C” as its favored option.  
Since it is less expansive than “D”, Anne Dove, the leader 
of the study group, has explained that “C” would be more 
manageable for the National Park Service and, more im-
portantly, it would allow the agency to focus more intensely 
on two of the National Park Service’s highest-level priori-
ties: 1) improving recreational opportunities for urban resi-
dents, and 2) protecting the remaining undeveloped areas 
in the hills and mountains that rim some of the most 
crowded urban areas in the region.  
 
The National Park Service held a number of public informa-
tional meetings on the report, and a comment period last-
ing through June 2015 was set for those desiring to submit 
written comments.  Among those attending the first public 
meeting were geologists and Glenoaks Canyon residents 
Clarence Hall and Lauri Holbrook, while the author of this 
article attended the last meeting.  It was observed that 
those in attendance generally agreed that either Alternative 
“C” or Alternative “D” should be adopted. 
 
Anne Dove has indicated that 1800 comment letters were 
received during the comment period.  She said that she 

 
STATUS OF THE RIM OF THE VALLEY STUDY 

 

By Gerry Rankin 
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REPAIRS TO CANYON ENTRANCE 

By Rick Marquis 
 
 

On May 3, 2015, a brush fire occurred at the entrance of 

Glenoaks Canyon.   Local fire fighters were successful in 

extinguishing the blaze without any damage to homes in 

the canyon, but some damage did occur to the area around 

the underpass of the 2 Freeway at Glenoaks Boulevard.  

The damage consisted of burned trees and shrubs as well 

as considerable erosion to the underpass slopes (likely 

caused by water use to extinguish the blaze).   To improve 

the aesthetics of the canyon entrance,  GOCHA reached 

out to the City of Glendale as well as to CALTRANS to re-

quest repairs to be made to the affected areas.  After nu-

merous emails and phone calls over several months, CAL-

TRANS representatives have confirmed that a project to 

repair the erosion to the underpass has been approved 

and work will begin in September 2015.  The repairs will 

include filling-in the existing voids as well as hydro-seeding 

the affected areas to help prevent future erosion.  CAL-

TRANS confirmed that they will be looking into pruning and 

replacement of damaged trees and shrubs, but current 

drought conditions could limit what options are available.           

An irritation for some of us is the interminable time taken 

for certain remodeling projects here.  One such project on 

Coutin Lane is now stalled mid-stream, while two remodels 

on Gardner Lane have been on-going for multiple years.  

City Planning Dept. says no ordinance establishes a time 

limit for construction as long as some activity continues.  

However, residents may request a building inspector to 

look at a project if a remodel is unsightly. Building inspec-

tions of such projects may occur as often as every six 

months.   

The GOCHA Constitution, 
Section 1.B, states, in part, 
that the Board of Directors 
members whose terms are 
not expiring “shall serve as  
a Nominating Committee 
and shall submit to the 

membership, at each annual meeting, a slate of not 
less than five candidates for designation of Director”. 
This year there will be five (5) vacancies on the board. 
Five current members have indicated interest in serv-
ing another term. Your Board of Directors hereby sub-
mits the following people for positions on the Board: 
Rudy Zaveruka , Rick Marquis,  Mark Rothenberg, An-
gela Vukos and David Weeks. Section 1.c states, in 
part, that “other and additional candidates for Director-
ships may be made by members submitting to the 
President of the Association, at least two (2) weeks 
prior to such an election, a petition signed by at least 
six (6) members of the Association, to effect that they 
would like to nominate a certain person as a candidate 
for Directorship and containing also the consent of the 
person to be so named. Thereupon such name or 
names will be added and admitted as candidates”. Any 
active, paid-up member of the Glenoaks Canyon 
Homeowners Association may be nominated for the 
Board of Directors. Those persons nominating a candi-
date must print and sign their name legibly on a sheet 
that contains the nominee’s name Attached to this 
sheet should be the proposed candidate’s statement of 
their willingness to serve on the Board and abide by 
the Constitution and Bylaws of the Association.  The 
required nomination documents may be mailed to 
GOCHA at P.O. Box 9949, Glendale, CA 91226 or 
hand delivered to any active Board Member by the 
above deadline. For any other questions, please con-
tact David Weeks at 818-662-0902. 

 

Election Procedures  

UPDATE ON FIRE DAMAGE TO CANYON ENTRANCE   

By Rick Marquis 

 

NEVER-ENDING REMODEL PROJECTS 

By Gerry Rankin 



 

Despite earnest effort in recent months, we have not 
been successful in contacting anybody in City govern-
ment able or willing to talk to us about the current 
status of the Scholl Canyon Landfill.  We have been 
unable to learn whether a proposal to construct an 
anaerobic digestion facility on the Landfill site this fall 
is moving forward as planned.  We have not learned 
when the final draft of the Environmental Impact Re-
port (EIR) supporting expansion of the Landfill has 
been completed or when the final draft will be pre-
sented to the City Council for discussion or when it 
will be released to the public.  We do not know 
whether the City intends to accept GOCHA’s request 
to present its position on the EIR and Landfill expan-
sion at a public City Council meeting.  Nevertheless, 
we can tell you what GOCHA has been doing about 
the Landfill since the spring issue of the ECHO hit 
your front porch doorstep.  
The GOCHA Board invited City Council Members 
Laura Friedman and Paula Devine to a meeting in 
which geologist Clarence Hall explained the dangers 
inherent in the location chosen for the landfill site 
some fifty years ago.  The Landfill sits on or near a 
network of faults, any one of which could be ripped by 
an earthquake at any time.  The barriers that have 
been constructed to hold back pollutants in case of 
such an event do not appear to be adequate to per-
form their purpose should a mid- to strong-level earth-
quake strike the Canyon or its environs.  The fact that 
the Landfill has risen to a height rivaling the highest 
peaks in the San Rafael Hills does not help the situa-
tion.  Water flows downstream, and most Canyon 
residents and most of the rest of Glendale and the 
Los Angeles Basin are downstream from this pile of 
waste.  Not only are earthquakes a danger, so are 
heavy rainstorms. The barriers may not be able to 
hold back the flood of pollutants that may be ex-
pected to come from the kind of storms that an El 

Niño season may bring. 
Meanwhile, the GOCHA Board of Directors, with the 
liberal assistance of Dr. Hall, has developed a posi-
tion paper explaining our understanding of the risks of 
the Landfill, the steps that could be taken to reduce 
the risks, and our ideas for eventually replacing the 
Landfill based on modern technological break-
throughs on waste disposal.  We presented this docu-
ment to the City Manager, to the Director of  

 
Glendale Water & Power and to each City Council 
Member. The following is a summary of GOCHA’s 
position paper which can be found in its entirety on 
our website (www.glenoakscanyon.org): 

1. The Landfill contains a substantial storehouse of 

pollutants harmful to human beings and other 
living creatures. 

2. These defenses built against the migration of 

these pollutants are insufficient to ensure that a 
harmful level of these pollutants will not enter 
the Los Angeles River Aquifer and other loca-
tions that will bring them into contact with human 
beings and other living things. 

3. The Landfill is susceptible to damage from 

earthquakes, which could cause a massive re-
lease of toxic pollutants. 

4. The City needs to strengthen barriers that keep 

polluted water from draining out of the Landfill. 

5. The Landfill has seriously compromised the aes-

thetic appearance and recreational value of the 
San Rafael Hills, of Glenoaks Canyon and the 
surrounding communities. 

6. The City should not put its proposed anaerobic 
digestion facility on the Landfill site.  It belongs 
near the Grayson Power Plant or some other 
industrial area. 

7. No further plans should be pursued to expand or 

develop the Landfill for waste disposal. 
8. The City should focus on plans to decommission 

the Landfill while exploring means of replacing it 
with plasma technology or another of the high-
tech waste disposal alternatives now being em-
ployed in other countries. 

9. The City should undertake a serious effort to 
mobilize other local government agencies in a 
campaign to bring pressure on the State to mod-
ernize its regulations on waste disposal through 
the use of plasma technology or other advanced 
technologies. 

10. Any system selected to replace the Landfill 
should be located near the Grayson Power Plant 
or in another industrial area. 

11. GOCHA contends that the health of its residents 
and the residents of other affected communities 
must be the primary concern in any decision of 
the future of the Landfill. 
 

THE STATUS  

OF THE LANDFILL 
  

BY GERRY RANKIN 
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PLEASE 

join the 

GLENOAKS  

CANYON 

HOMEOWNERS 

ASSOCIATION  
 

January 1st marks the beginning of GOCHA’S annual membership campaign.  
Here’s a recap of our sponsored annual activities: 
 
 The ECHO Newsletter - published 3 times a year. 
 Annual Pancake Breakfast in the fall - best pancakes in Glendale. 
 Annual Canyon Clean Up Day - a canyon tradition for fifteen years. 
 Annual Spring Dog Parade —the only one of its kind in Glendale. 
 Disaster Preparedness Program - the only association to have one. 
 Continued representation to city leaders on important canyon issues. 

 
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS SPONSOR AND SUPPORT GLENOAKS CANYON’S  

ACTIVITES AND CONCERNS. Thank you! 

 

MEMBERSHIP IS FROM JANUARY 1, 2015 TO DECEMBER 31, 2015 

For your records:  Paid $___________   Date:_______________ Check #:________________ 
 
 

PLEASE CUT AND MAIL TO GOCHA IN THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
NAME:_______________________________________  
Please Print    Last Name (s)          First Name (s) 
 
 
ADDRESS:_____________________________________ 
                    GLENDALE, CA  91206 
 
HOME PHONE:  _________________________________ 
E-MAIL: 
______________________________________________ 
               PLEASE PRINT EMAIL ADDRESS CLEARLY 
 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO GOCHA.  
Mail to P.O. Box 9949, GLENDALE, CA 91226 
YOUR CANCELLED CHECK IS YOUR RECEIPT. 

Please do not send cash. 
 
Would you be willing to help with GOCHA canyon events? 
YES______   NO_______     If yes, please specify:  
 

MEMBERSHIP LEVEL (Please check) 
 
___BASIC ($15.00)…………..$_________ 
 
___PATRON ($25.00)……...$_________ 
 
___FOUNDER ($50.00)…….$_________ 
 
___LIFETIME ($250.00)…...$_________ 
     One Time payment 
 
Optional Funds 
 
___DISASTER  
     PREPAREDNESS FUND..$_________ 
 
___SCHOLARSHIP            
  FUND……...$_________ 

           _______________ 
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P.O. Box 9949 

GLENDALE, 

CA 91226 
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 Knees and Shoulders 
 Runner Injuries 
Headaches 
Many insurance plans 
accepted 

There Must Be A Reason…  
 
...Why Dr. Chernich has been voted  
Glendale’s Best Chiropractor for 15 
years. Perhaps it is his over 29 years of experience 

as Doctor of  Chiropractic, providing gentle and effec-
tive care to patients using natural alternative solutions 
for their health concerns. Or the friendly and attentive 
staff that makes our office a positive healing experi-
ence. Or the many satisfied patients that have been 
helped by Chernich Chiropractic! 

Bring this Ad in for a FREE 

Consultation & Screening 

 Car Accidents 
 Sports Injuries 
 Neck & Back Pain 
 Convenient 

Hours 

 Chernich Chiropractic is located at: 

1602 E. Chevy Chase Dr.  

(corner of Glenoaks and Chevy Chase)  

by Appt. (818) 244-3960 

Visit us at www.chernichchiropractic.com 

gchernich@sbcglobal.net 


