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To the Glenoaks Canyon Community, 

As Fall quickly approaches, it’s time once again for the Glenoaks 
Canyon Homeowner’s Association (“GOCHA”) Annual Meeting and 
Pancake Breakfast.  Our Annual Meeting, which is scheduled for 
Wednesday, September 13, at 7:30 pm, will inform Canyon 
residents of noteworthy topics and events in the Canyon.  This year 
we are happy to have Principal Daniel DiMundo, who will be making 
a “State of the School” presentation to share with us both the 
academic and financial status of Glenoaks Elementary School.      

Like our successful and well-attended Dog Parade, the Pancake 
Breakfast is another great way to meet your neighbors as well as 
have a free breakfast.  The Pancake Breakfast is scheduled for 
Saturday, October 14, from 8:00 am to 11:00 am.  Our own Rudy 
Zaveruka will be mixing his magical pancake batter, as he has 
expertly done for so many years.  
   
GOCHA has continued to be very active in 2017 in monitoring the 
City’s plans with respect to future expansion of the Scholl Canyon 
Landfill.  Not only has GOCHA continued to stress to each city 
council member our objections to further expansion of the landfill, 
but also we are also working to push for a finite end to the landfill.  
While we remain focused on rejecting expansion, we as canyon 
residents are also concerned about the environmental issues with 
the existing landfill.  To that end, members of the GOCHA Board 
and I met with State Senator Anthony Portantino on August 18 to 
inform him of our concerns about the environmental and seismic 
hazards associated with the landfill as it exists in its current state.   

As I have done in previous ECHO’s, I am asking our canyon owners 
and residents to join me in volunteering your time to preserve, 
protect, and enhance our canyon.  Since GOCHA is a non-profit 
organization comprised primarily of volunteers, the results of 
GOCHA are a direct reflection of the effort we as a community put 
into it.      

I look forward to seeing all of you at our Annual Meeting and 
Pancake Breakfast.     

Rick Marquis 

President, GOCHA 

ANNUAL GOCHA 
MEETING 

This year’s annual meeting will 
be on September 13th, at Joe 
Bridges Clubhouse at 7:30 pm.  
Dan DiMundo, the Principal at 
Glenoaks Elementary, will be 
our guest speaker. 

ANNUAL PANCAKE 
BREAKFAST 

It’s that time again, meet your 
neighbors and have a 
wonderful breakfast provided 
by GOCHA.  This year’s 
breakfast will be on October 
14th from 8 to 11am. 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

The Glenoaks Canyon Home 
Owner’s Association (GOCHA), is 
a non-profit mutual benefit 
corporation, and an alliance of 
volunteer canyon homeowners 
and residents.  Our mission is to 
preserve, protect and enhance 
the beautiful Glenoaks Canyon 
while fostering a strong sense of 
community. The Association 
achieves this mission by 

• Monitoring proposed 
development 

• Evaluating the city’s ongoing 
plans regarding the landfill 

• Working closely with 
Neighborhood Watch 

• Preparing disaster 
preparedness plans 

• Organizing various community 
events.

Canyon Updates 

In Memoriam 

Ann Pearson 

January 1, 1945 – July 24, 2017 

Many of you may remember long time Glenoaks Canyon 
resident, Ann Pearson, who lived with her husband and six 
children in Glenoaks Canyon for nearly forty years. She was 
very active in all aspects of community life, including with 
her church, with the P.T.A. at Glenoaks Elementary, in the 
Boy Scouts, as a Poll Worker, as a music teacher and so on.  
She was also an active member of GOCHA where her 
husband, Don, served as the president for ten years.  After 
leaving Glenoaks Canyon, Ann and Don lived in Salt Lake City, 
Utah, and Vancouver, Washington.  Besides her husband and 
children and their spouses, she leaves her parents, her 
siblings and their spouses, 21 grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.  We extend our condolences and know she will 
be dearly missed by all. 

In the Major Leagues 

Jaycob Brugman, grandson of longtime canyon residents 
Nilsa and Eloy Roy Brugman, is now a Centerfielder with the 
Oakland A’s.  Congratulations to Jaycob and all the 
Brugmans!

http://glenoakscanyon.org
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Election Procedures 
The GOCHA constitution, Section 1.B, states, in part, that the Board of Directors members 
whose terms are not expiring “shall serve as a Nominating Committee and shall submit to the 
membership, at each annual meeting, a slate of not less than five candidates for designation 
of Director.  

This year there will be five (5) vacancies on the board. Five current members have indicated 
an interest in serving another term.  

Your Board of Directors hereby submit the following people for positions on the Board:  

Susan Vercelli  

Larry Meyer  

Mitchell Rubenstein  

Marie Freeman  

Claudia Sysock  

Section 1.c states, in part, that “other and additional candidates for Directorship may be 
made by members submitting to the President of the Association, at least two (2) weeks prior 
to such election, a petition signed by at least six (6) members of the Association, to the 
effect that they would like to nominate a certain person as a candidate for Directorship and 
containing also the consent of the person to be so named. Thereupon such name or names 
will be added and admitted as candidates.”  

Any active, paid-up member of the Glenoaks Canyon Homeowners Association may be 
nominated for the Board of Directors. Those persons nominating a candidate must print and 
sign their names legibly on a sheet that contains the nominee’s name. Attached to this sheet 
should be the proposed candidates’ statement of their willingness to serve on the Board and 
abide by the constitution and Bylaws of the Association.  

The required nomination documents may be mailed to GOCHA at PO Box 9949, Glendale, CA 
91206 or delivered by hand to any active Board Member by the above deadline. Any other 
questions may be addressed to Rick Marquis 216-4202.  

http://glenoakscanyon.org
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  A Complicated Story – Scholl Canyon Landfill 

By Gerry Rankin 

Expansion of the Scholl Canyon Landfill has been in the news since 2007 when a 34-page “Notice of 
Preparation” of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR)  was issued describing two proposed 
“Variations” predicted to keep the landfill  open 15 or 19 years past the time that the facility had been 
designed and permitted to operate.  The first of the “Variations” was a 180-foot vertical expansion that 
would result in a rounded hill on top of the flat plateau that was being formed under the permitted plan.  The 
second “Variation” included a  horizontal expansion in addition to the vertical one provided in the first 
“Variation”.  Only a few Glenoaks Canyon residents took notice at that time, and nothing more was heard 
about these plans for seven years.  Then in March 2014a completed Draft Environmental Impact Report, 
hundreds of pages long, was finally made public.  Members of GOCHA, along with many other Canyon 
residents, strongly resisted the proposals in the Draft EIR, contending that the landfill should be shutdown 
once its permitted capacity was reached.  Numerous comments opposing expansion were submitted on the 
grounds that expansion would increase air and water contamination as well as increase danger from 
potential earthquakes.  These comments came not only from Glendale residents but from Pasadena and 
Los Angeles as well.  Not only did they come from private residents but from various governmental bodies, 
including the Los Angeles City School Board.  Glendale City Council members, obviously shaken by this 
opposition, said they would delay making a decision on expansion until the comments could be thoroughly 
analyzed and until mitigation of revealed problems could be developed.  Three years later, this process still 
has not been completed.  A revised Final EIR with responses to comments has yet to be released to the 
public. Nevertheless, Scholl Canyon Landfill has become much more complicated since the Draft EIR was 
originally issued.  Glendale Water & Power Department has begun work on plans to build a “small” power 
plant at the landfill site and to add an anaerobic digestion facility, which would take organic matter such as 
food waste and convert it into gas that could be used to generate electricity at the “small” power plant.  In 
this process, the level of waste in the organic matter would be reduced substantially in size but some waste 
would still remain, a semi-solid sludge that could be deposited in the landfill. City Water & Power has 
presented these plans to Canyon residents as something other than an “expansion” of the landfill, even 
though they would obviously increase the amount of waste being handled at the site.  These plans  would 
also involve a considerable expansion of facilities. Why would the City want to introduce the “small” power 
plant and the anaerobic  digester, two major complications, into an already provocative controversy?  The 
answer may be found in another complication.  With the market price of electricity having suddenly been 
reduced far below the level anyone anticipated two years ago, long-held plans for modernization of 
Glendale’s Grayson Power Plant are now becoming more remote.  In fact, the State may not be willing to 
permit the construction or rehabilitation of any more gas-fired power plants.  If the City decides it must shut 
down Grayson entirely, what would happen to the methane gas that is being produced at the landfill and will 
continue to be produced there for many decades?  This gas is currently being shipped to Grayson where it 
is used to generate electricity for the city.  It obviously should not be simply flared off.   Thus, the idea of a 
“small” power plant at the landfill site may have come to be seen as an attractive solution to this looming 
problem. However, even though the landfill will produce gas for decades into the future (whether we like it 
or not), the yearly amount of gas produced may not be great enough to fully support even a “small” power 
plant.  The City, therefore, may believe that it will need an anaerobic digester to supplement the methane 
coming from the landfill.  Thus, the digester with all its messiness and smells enters the picture. We believe 
a better solution would be for the City to retain the one good turbine still remaining at Grayson to utilize the 
methane from Scholl Canyon along with  whatever gas can be found at a reasonable price on the market.  
The rest of the Grayson site could then be cleared away for a nice recycling center, which could be turned 
into a plasma gasification center whenever the necessary technology is ready to allow this promising 
Twenty-First Century innovation to be used for the disposal of municipal waste.  We are aware of a 
significant conference on syngas and plasma gasification that is to be held this October in Colorado 
Springs.  We understand one of the topics to be covered is the use of plasma gasification for converting 
municipal waste into energy.  And the promise of such technology is that there would be no carbon or other 
contaminates released into our air or water. The City has not yet disclosed its actual plans for either the 
power plant or the digester.  So far, only generalities have been forthcoming from the City.  Nor has the City 
provided any information that would enable us to gauge the impact these two facilities would have on the 
landfill site or on the rest of the San Rafael Hills and surrounding communities.  At a minimum, the City, if it 
is to proceed with plans for the two facilities, should order the preparation of an Environmental Impact 
Report specifically focused on the power plant and the anaerobic digester.  The impact may be great.  
Certainly it would complicate any plans to close the landfill or to restore the land damaged by decades of 
operating a horribly disruptive operation, which has poisoned and scarred a highly valued natural 
landscape. 

http://glenoakscanyon.org
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BOARD DIRECTORY 

PRESIDENT 

Rick Marquis                          216-4202 

VICE PRESIDENT 

David Weeks                          662-0902 

SECRETARY 

Joan Morris                            242-5586 

TREASURER 

Angela Vukos                         247-2781 

Marie Freeman  500-1828 

Dan Kruse                           917-653-7121 

Larry Meyer                            242-4290 

Gerald Rankin                        241-0450 

Mark Rothenberg                   247-7400 

Mitchell Rubinstein                 507-9073 

Ken Salter                              455-6860 

Claudia Sysock                       259-2651 

Susan Vercelli                        378-7865 

Eileen Young                          244-2398 

Rudy Zaveruka                       247-5556 

http://glenoakscanyon.org
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Status of Proposed Houses in the Sleepy Hollow Area 

By Gerry Rankin 

  Controversial proposals to develop two lots in the Sleepy Hollow area still linger after both 

experienced setbacks at the City’s Design Review Board last summer. The proposed project at 2580 

Sleepy Hollow Drive, the first lot beyond the locked gate on that street, underwent a public hearing 

before the Design Review Board on June 9, 2016.  The project proposed for 265 Edwards Place went 

before the Design Review Board on September 8, 2016.  At both hearings the submitted plans were 

neither turned down nor approved.  They, instead, were turned away for redesign, with a number of 

difficult conditions to be met. Perhaps the Sleepy Hollow Drive project is the more problematic of 

the two in the eyes of Glenoaks Canyon residents.  One of the conditions required for it was to 

remove the locked gate and to pave the dirt extension of Sleepy Hollow Drive to the top of the ridge.  

Once GOCHA learned that this condition was made at the insistence of the Fire Department, a letter 

was written explaining GOCHA’s concerns about opening an already popular viewpoint, now not easily 

accessible to easy access for anyone who can drive or ride in a car.  Residents have been particularly 

worried that the response of the Fire Department, if implemented, would intensify illegal smoking 

and drinking already occurring at the site.  Ironically, it would seem to hinder the Fire Department’s 

mission to protect the hills from wildfire.  Instability of the property and a development that would 

likely encourage other unwanted development in the nearby ridge were other concerns of residents.   

The story poles still remain at 2580 Sleepy Hollow Drive, but the Senior Planner assigned to the 

project has consistently reported that the owner/developer has shown little interest in this project 

since the June 2016 hearing, now held more than one year ago.Indications are that the owner of 265 

Edwards Place is more committed to building on his lot.  The owner has been in frequent contact 

with the City Planner assigned to the project, as the owner tries to make the adjustments called for 

by the Design Review Board.  The basic problem with the project is that the two-story, nearly 3,000 

square foot proposed house is not consistent with the awkward shape of the lot.  The shape of the lot 

would bring the house into close contact with two existing houses, and the relatively steep slope of 

the lot would emphasize the height of the proposed structure as well as raise issues relating to water 

runoff and land stability.  Nevertheless, we may expect another public hearing of 265 Edwards Place 

in the not too distant future. 

http://glenoakscanyon.org
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Landfill Closure Date 
By Marie Freeman 

Glenoaks Canyon resident Audry Zarokian, president of the Coalition for Landfill Alternatives 
(CFLA), addressed the Glendale City Council on July 18, 2017, during Open Communications. 
Representing a group of CFLA and GOCHA members, Zarokian proposed amendments to the Scholl 
Canyon Landfill Joint Powers Agreement, the legal document which established the landfill and 
guides its operation and oversight. The most significant amendment calls for the landfill to close 
by June  30, 2028. 

Since 1997, the Joint Powers Agreement among the City of Glendale, Los Angeles County, the 
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles, and Cal Edison has automatically renewed every five years with 
or without review, a fact not well known by city residents. The original JPA, which established the 
landfill in 1961, called for the facility to be closed and converted into a recreational area within 
17 years or when the landfill reached capacity, whichever came first. Subsequent changes and 
revisions altered these assumptions, and no specific, predictable closure date has been included in 
the JPA since 1997. The next automatic renewal will occur this October, 2017, unless the parties to 
the JPA agree to changes. 

CFLA and members of GOCHA support amending the current JPA by adding a closure date which 
would give the surrounding communities reliable expectations about how the landfill will develop 
and how it might affect land values and quality of life. The 2028 date was selected because it is 
the estimated fill capacity date reported in the May, 2017, Scholl Canyon Landfill Joint Technical 
Document reported by the Sanitation Districts of L.A. to L.A. County and to the City of Glendale. 
Eleven years should allow ample time for Scholl Canyon to begin shifting from a municipal waste 
facility to the community recreation area it was originally intended to become. 

Proposed Changes to Scholl Canyon Landfill 
By Marie Freeman 

Two energy conversion projects in the planning stages for Scholl Canyon could impact the landfill’s 
development and will be the subject of future community investigation and appearances before 
the City Council in coming weeks. A proposed power island generator built on the landfill site 
would convert methane to electricity and would discontinue the use of the current gas line which 
runs under Glenoaks Boulevard to deliver methane from the landfill to decaying generators at the 
Grayson Power Plant. The parameters of the new generator are described on the city’s 
schollcanyonlandfill.org website. 

The second proposed project is an anaerobic digestion (AD) system which would convert sorted 
categories of organic waste into methane, leaving a digestate   and wastewater for disposal or 
reuse. The specific dimensions and operation of this AD project appear to be very much in the 
planning stages, however. CalRecycle has identified potential hazards of large-scale AD operations, 
and they include fire, explosion, odor,  vectors (eg. birds, rats, bugs), and water contamination, 
among  others. Project plans would have to provide mitigation for these and other potential 
hazards.  
GOCHA does not support developments that would increase the size of the landfill nor prolong its 
development as a perpetual waste management “campus”. The community will insist on thorough 
Environmental Impact Reports before either of these projects goes forward. They will also 
continue to call for a predictable closure date for the landfill.
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