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The Annual GOCHA Meeting at Joe Bridges Clubhouse on  

Wed. September 12th, from 7:30-9:00 PM will feature  

Dan Brotman, founder of the Glendale Environmental Coalition. 

To our Glenoaks Canyon Community, 
 

Now that the Summer is coming to an end and the kids are back in school, GOCHA (“Glenoaks Canyon Home-
owner’s Association“) has just a few events left on the calendar for 2018. On Wednesday, September 12, 
GOCHA will be holding its Annual Meeting at the Joe Bridges Clubhouse at Glenoaks Park. Dan Brotman, 
Glendale’s #1 Environmental Activist, will be our featured speaker and will update us on the Grayson Power 
Plant. I invite all Canyon Residents to attend this meeting to learn more about what is going on in our Can-
yon.  While it may not be in full view to everyone, the volunteer GOCHA Board and other members of our 
community are working tirelessly to monitor and restrict the City of Glendale (“City’s”) and Glendale Water 
and Power’s (“GWP’s”) efforts to extend the life of our nearby landfill and repowering of the Grayson Power 
Plant.   The decisions the City and GWP make will certainly impact all of us so I urge you to attend this 
meeting.  On Saturday, October 13, GOCHA will be hosting its Annual Free Pancake 
Breakfast.  Please come join us for breakfast.   This event is a great way to meet your 
Canyon neighbors.    As I may have mentioned in the past, we continue to need your 
help with Mount Carmel Drive.  For various reasons, this roadway just north of the 
Holly Drive exit is a dumping ground from both transients and short-term parkers.   
Please join our GOCHA volunteers there on Sat. Nov. 10th at 9:00 for GOCHA’s sec-
ond Clean-up Day this year. Also, take a moment to complete the enclosed Disas-
ter Preparedness Questionnaire. We are so fortunate to have this important on-
going program so please take full advantage of it by completing the question-
naire. Finally, if you haven’t yet joined GOCHA for 2018, please find a member-
ship form  www.glenoakscanyon.org. Your support  is truly appreciated. Thanks!     

Rick Marquis,  
President, GOCHA 

Join your  friends and neighbors again this year on  
SATURDAY,  OCT. 13th, FROM 8:00 TO 11:AM AT GLENOAKS PARK  

for a leisurely morning in the park enjoying GOCHA’s   
delicious ANNUAL PANCAKE BREAKFAST, provided free of charge.  

Glendale Beautiful is sponsoring a second Clean-Up Day this Year.  
We’ll meet at the Marker at 9:00 AM on Sat. Nov. 10th 

Please call (818) 242-5586 for more information. 
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Dan Brotman, 

GOCHA’s Featured Speaker 

Disaster Preparedness Questionnaire 
By Isabelle Meyer, Disaster Preparedness Chair 

Every two years Glenoaks Canyon’s Disaster Pre-
paredness Committee updates its records. Please 
find the enclosed letter and survey inside this issue 
of the Echo and take a moment to complete the 
requested information to be used in case of emer-
gency.  Please note that only those who have com-
pleted and returned the questionnaire will be 
checked on should Glenoaks Canyon have a disas-
ter.  My hope and goal this year is to receive a 
completed questionnaire from every family in the 
canyon. The enclosed letter also provides infor-
mation on what your family can do to prepare for 
an emergency. The  Disaster Preparedness Com-
mittee is in need of volunteers.  Please call me at 
(818) 242-4290 if you are interested in joining this 
group. Thank you.   

2018 CANYON CALENDAR 

GLENOAKS CANYON 
HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 

2018 Board of Directors 
 

Executive Board 
President          Rick Marquis….….216-4202 
Vice President   David Weeks……...662-0902 
Secretary     Claudia Sysock…..259-2651 
Treasurer     Angela Vukos…….247-2781 
 

Board Members 
Marie Freeman...…………………....….500-1828 
Justin King………………….…………310-809-5793 
Dan Kruse...............................971-653-7121 
Larry Meyer.........…………...............242-4290 
Joan Morris (Echo Editor)….…...……242-5586 
Gerald Rankin………………………...…..241-0450 
Mark Rothenberg...........................247-7400 
Mitchell Rubinstein (Webmaster)…...507-9073 
Susan Vercelli…………..…………………..378-7865 
Rudy Zaveruka…………..………..……….247-5556 
Audry Zarokian……………………………..731-2105 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Wednesday, Sept. 12th 

7:30 - 9:00 pm Bridges Clubhouse, Park 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Saturday, Oct. 13th 

8:00 AM– 11:00 AM Bridges Clubhouse,  
Glenoaks Park 

 

FALL CLEAN UP DAY 
Saturday, Nov. 10th 

Meet at Canyon Marker, 9:00 AM 

It is our honor to have 
Dan Brotman as GOCHA’s 
speaker at our Annual 
Meeting this year.  He is 
an example of how one 
citizen can move a com-
munity in a new direc-
tion, in this case, in a 
more green-friendly di-
rection.  Dan teaches 

economics at Glendale college and lives in the Ver-
dugo Woodlands section of Glendale. He formed 
the Glendale Environmental Coalition (GEC) in 2017 
to challenge the City’s plans to expand the Grayson 
power plant. The campaign achieved an interim 
victory in April 2018 when the City Council agreed 
to put the Grayson project on hold and explore al-
ternatives. Through the GEC, Dan is now mainly 
focused on bringing clean energy solutions to Glen-
dale, but he has ambitions for the group to take up 
other environmental issues in the near future.   
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Director of DWP Steve Zurn reported to the City Council 
on August 21 that the city’s request for “green” proposals 
to repower the Grayson Power Plant yielded 34 respons-
es which include a range of technologies. The proposals 
will undergo technical review during the next two 
months. Mr. Zurn did not state that any of the proposals 
include alternatives for burning Scholl Canyon Landfill gas 
to create electricity as one of the local “green” alterna-
tives. This is not surprising given the lack of attention the 
landfill gas received throughout the request for proposals 
(RFP) process. 
 

In a separate report, Mr. Zurn presented a timeline for an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for a power plant to 
be built on Scholl Canyon (Biogas Renewable Generation 
Project). Recent Planning Commission and City Council 
decisions directed that a full EIR be completed for this 
project. On August 2, 2018, the city released a request for 
proposals, and responses will be due on September 7, 
2018. A contract for the EIR will be awarded by Septem-
ber 25, 2018; a draft report will be completed by June 30, 
2019; and the final EIR should be completed by Septem-
ber 2, 2019.  
 

During the summer, a small group of Genoaks Canyon 
residents met with each council member to express the 
community’s concerns about developments at Scholl Can-
yon. Only Mr. Najarian could not find time on his sched-
ule to meet with the group. The residents emphasized 
that Grayson Repowering and the Scholl power plant 
(Biogas Renewable Generation Project) are closely linked. 
Changes at Grayson would lead to changes at Scholl be-
cause the two sites are joined by a pipeline which carries 
methane gas from Scholl to Grayson where it is burned to 
create electricity. The aging equipment at Grayson begs 
replacement, but not necessarily by a completely new 
power plant on the landfill for $30 million. 

Landfill Update 

By Marie Freeman 
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The plans for three proposed house building projects in 
Glenoaks Canyon hillhave been approved by the City’s De-
sign Review Board, but, with conditions that still needing 
inspection and clearance by other City departments.  These 
projects – at 2580 Sleepy Hollow Drive, at 265 Edwards 
Place, and at 2413 Gardner place – are surprisingly similar.  
Each proposed house is larger than nearby houses, each 
has roughly 3,000 square feet of interior space and each is 
situated on a relatively steep slope.  None has yet been giv-
en an approved “soils” or other geologic report indicating the 
property is safe for development.  Each has had a long his-
tory of attempted development which failed mainly because 
the instability of the land. 
2580 Sleepy Hollow Drive was first prepared for develop-
ment in the 1980s when a flat pad was dug out of a slope 
that consisted primarily of remnants of an earlier excavation 
when the Sleepy Hollow Drive fire road was built, probably in 
the 1920s.  This project was abandoned, most likely due to 
the instability of the land.  More recently the Design Review 
Board has twice sent back plans for redesign on the project 
because there was no “soils” report and because the sub-
mission of such a report indicating the stability of the land 
land was  a primary condition for acceptance by the Board.  
Finally during a third hearing on February 22, 2018, the De-
sign Review Board accepted the submitted plans, but not 
without a number of conditions, including a “soil report con-
firming the stability of the property.  The “soils” report has 
still not been submitted. 
265 Edwards Place: the stability of this property was the 
biggest concern when plans for its development came be-
fore the Planning Dept. and the Design Review Board during 
the period 2003 to 2008.  In 2008 plans for a large two-story 
house were returned for redesign with several severe condi-
tions, the most severe relating to measures to ensure stabil-
ity of the land during heavy storms and flooding.  No house 
was built.  Now ten years later, the same problem haunts a 
new property owner.  The owner’s design was approved, but 
with conditions.  The most difficult condition may prove to be 
the submission of a relevant, updated “soils” report showing 
that the property is on stable ground.  This past March rain 
storms caused damage to the property at Edwards Place.  
Two parallel gorges were gouged out of the middle of the 
property by floodwater, and a heap of dirt and rocks were 
pressed against the fence of the house immediately below.  
Meanwhile, we have been told by the Planning Division that 
no “soils” report has as yet been submitted on this property. 
 2413 Gardner Place: the lot created for this project was 
gouged out of the side of a steep chaparral covered slope 
some forty years ago.  Originally two lots were created for 
two medium-sized houses.  No one until the past year has 
seen fit to buy the land and to draw up serious plans for its 
development.  The current owner submitted plans for just 
one large house covering the two lots.  It is intended to be a 
3,200 square foot house, identified by the City Planning Divi-
sion as a three-story house.  Ultimately the Design Review 
Board has accepted the plans, but with conditions, the most 
prominent being a “soils” report and various technical in-
spections indicating the property to be stable. Still,  

 
Status of  

Three Proposed Hillside Houses 
 

By Gerry Rankin 

The GOCHA Constitution, Section 1.B, states, in part, 
that the Board of Directors members whose terms are 
not expiring “shall serve as a Nominating Committee 
and shall submit to the membership, at each annual 
meeting, a slate of not less than five candidates for 
designation of Director”. This year there will be five (5) 
vacancies on the board. Five current members have 
indicated interest in serving another term. Your Board 
of Directors hereby submits the following people for 
positions on the Board: Rudy Zaveruka , Rick Marquis,  
Mark Rothenberg, Angela Vukos and David Weeks.  
 

Section 1.c states, in part, that “other and additional 
candidates for Directorships may be made by mem-
bers submitting to the President of the Association, at 
least two (2) weeks prior to such an election, a peti-
tion signed by at least six (6) members of the Associa-
tion, to effect that they would like to nominate a cer-
tain person as a candidate for Directorship and con-
taining also the consent of the person to be so named. 
Thereupon such name or names will be added and 
admitted as candidates”. Any active, paid-up member 
of the Glenoaks Canyon Homeowners Association may 
be nominated for the Board of Directors. Those per-
sons nominating a candidate must print and sign their 
name legibly on a sheet that contains the nominee’s 
name Attached to this sheet should be the proposed 
candidate’s statement of their willingness to serve on 
the Board and abide by the Constitution and Bylaws of 
the Association.  
 

The required nomination documents may be mailed to 
GOCHA at P.O. Box 9949, Glendale, CA 91226 or hand 
delivered to any active Board Member by the above 
deadline. For any other questions, please contact Rick 
Marquis, Association President, at 818-216-4202. 

neighbors are concerned that the 1,375 cubic yards 
planned to be cut from the site would destabilize the 
property and adversely affect the land of the houses that 
have been built on Pennerton Dr. above the project.  The 
neighbors believe the current 67% average slope is al-
ready too steep.   One thing is clear,  the Design Review 
Board is no longer as expansive in its responsibilities as it 
was in the recent past.  This Board is not expected to be 
the final word on stability of the land when steep slopes 
or other complicating conditions might potentially affect 
stability.  Those decisions are now the responsibility of 
the City’s Building and Safety and Public Works Engi-
neering Departments. 

 

ELECTION PROCEDURES 
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P.O. Box 9949 

GLENDALE, 

CA 91226 

Page 6 PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS 

• Accepts Insurance 
• Open Saturdays 
• Affordable Plans 
• Children Welcome 

 

Bring this Ad in for a FREE 
Consultation & Screening 

• Headaches  
• Neck & Back Pain 
• Knees & Shoulders 
• Auto/Sports Inju-
ries 

 is located 

1602 E. Chevy Chase Dr.  
(corner of Glenoaks and Chevy Chase) 

Visit us at 
www.chernickchiropractic.com 

by Appt. (818) 244-3960 


