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2008 
TRI-FECTA 

Wrap up
Our 2008 TRI-FECTA saw 
us hosting our largest 
group of racers – all thirteen 
of our horses participated 
in the race.  Our volunteers 
and riders showed their 
support and love for TRI by 
bringing in a fantastic 
$35,000 in donations.  All of 
this money will be used to 
care for our horses – to buy 
their hay and feed, to pay 

their veterinary and farrier 
bills, and to pay for their 
daily care.  We truly 
appreciate everyone’s 
support and hard work.  It 
took all of us working 
together to make this 
campaign a success.  You 
are all Winners in our eyes.  

Now, without further ado, 
here are the final standings 
of TRI-FECTA 2008.

Win B Smiley with a record 
setting $11,249

Place Cochise with $4,081

Show Sigbjorn with $3,818

There was never any doubt 
about who our winner was 
going to be this year.           
B Smiley flew out of the 
starting gate and never 
slowed down.  The friends 
and family of Beth Smiley – 
his amazing human 
namesake, our Board 
Member, and friend – made 
sure that B Smiley made 
Beth’s special wish come 
true.  She wanted him to be 
the “Winningest Horse in 
TRI-FECTA” history, her 
way of showing everyone 
how much TRI has meant to 
her.  Beth, you did it!  This 
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is a record that will stand 
forever.  

Cochise and Sigbjorn 
battled for second place 
right down to the finish 
line.  There may also have 
been a little bit of self 
preservation driving them 
as, right behind them and 
gaining fast, was our big 
girl, Ella!  Here are her 
numbers, and the standings 
for the rest of the herd.

4th Ella with $3,680
5th  Star with $2,689
6th Fable with $2,240
7th  Dobbs with $2,095
8th Dee Jay with $1,457 
9th Hannah with $1,390
10th  George with $1,160
11th Dakota with $640
12th Robbie with $285
13th April with $215

Special thanks go out to the 
following riders and 
volunteers who brought in 
either the greatest amount 
of donations or the largest 
number of donations.

Top three volunteers by:
Dollar amount:  Rusty 
Towers, K.C. Geary, 
Heather Beauchemin
Number of bets:  K.C. 
Geary, Heather 
Beauchemin, Rusty Towers

Top three riders by:
Dollar amount:  Rhys 
Mitchell, Theresa Oliver, 
Abby Austin,
Number of bets:  Theresa 
Oliver, Rhys Mitchell, 
Meredith Caton 

Top three Board Members 
by:
Dollar amount:  Beth 
Smiley, Jody Glancy Scott, 
Mike Hommel 
Number of bets:  Beth 
Smiley, Jody Glancy Scott 
tied with Mike Hommel, 
Carrie Ashton

On October 24, we 
continued our tradition of 
having our TRI-FECTA 
celebration at Matthaei 
Botanical Gardens.  Of 
course, we had to have the 
delicious meatballs, finger 
sandwiches, and desserts 
from Basil Boys in 
Tecumseh along with 
Carrie’s yummy punch.  
Mike Hommel made the 
evening even more special 
by taking us all on a tour of 
the behind-the-scenes areas 
of the Gardens.  

Thanks go out to Linda 
Neely at Matthaei for 
making this evening 
possible and to Carrie 
Ashton, Anne McNally, Gail 
Nicklowitz, Rusty Towers, 
and Jan Vescelius for doing 
all the organizing necessary 
for us to have such a great 
time.

Now it’s time to rest and 
recover, then begin 
planning your racing 
strategies for next year!

TRI TEST 
1. What is a “watch 

eye” or “wall eye”?
2. Which TRI horse has 

a watch eye?
3. Why do TRI riders 

use Rainbow Reins?
4. What are “stars, 

strips, and snips”?
5. How much of our 

annual budget do 
rider fees cover?
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Hey B Smiley!

This handsome, 8 year old, 
red roan Quarterhorse 
gelding was donated to our 
program by Pam Volk in 
August 2008. She had 
bought the strapping 
gelding to be a trail horse 
but we can tell he has been 
well trained in a former life. 

His registered name is 
Pokagons Rock Along but 
we have renamed him 
B Smiley in honor of our 
beloved volunteer and 
Board Member, Beth Smiley.  
B Smiley settled in very 
quickly and you would 
never have guessed that he 
was new at his job.  

His riders adore him and all 
the volunteers have fallen 
under his spell.  He has a 
habit of licking people just 
like a dog that is hysterical 
and he makes the funniest 
face by sticking his nose up 
in the air and pulling his 
lips back.  He has a great 
personality and seems to 
truly enjoy being with 
people.  He has proven 
himself trustworthy with 
riders who are learning to 
be independent as well as 

with riders who have a 
leader.  We look forward to 
many years of teamwork 
with B Smiley.

Farewell 
George

Foaled 1986.  Joined TRI 
1998, retired home with 
Marilyn Johnston 10/22/08

George left TRI on 
10/22/08 to retire home 
with his former owner, 
Marilyn Johnston.  George’s 
AQHA registered name was 
“Georgio Tardy” but 
around here he was known 
as Mr. Perfect.  

In his former life, George 
was an all-around show 
horse; he won several 
Championships at 
Michigan State University 
in Showmanship!   He put 
those skills to good use here 
at TRI.  He was the easiest 
horse to lead as he knew 
how to do it himself.  Even 
if his leaders didn’t keep 
him straight or stop him 
squared up, he knew his job 

and did it well.  He was the 
perfect horse for training 
new leaders.  He had the 
ability to “read” them the 
second they went in his 
stall.  If he gave someone a 
hard time walking down 
the aisle, I knew that was 
his way of saying, “Not this 
one, Tracy!”

George was as close to 
bomb-proof as they come.  
We trusted him to take care 
of our independent riders 
and he never put a foot 
wrong.  He taught several 
riders how to canter – his 
slow, rocking canter was a 
perfect introduction to the 
gait.

Jeremy takes care of all the 
horses seven days a week 
and knows them better than 
anyone.  George was his 
favorite, his special horse, 
and it was a sad day for 
him when George left on 
that trailer.  Still, he was 
proud of his boy.  He said 
George stepped right up on 
that trailer like he’d done it 
every day, instead of not 
having seen one since our 
last Ride-A-Thon!  

George, you were one of a 
kind and we’ll never have 
another horse like you.  We 
wish you a happy 
retirement with Marilyn.  
Thank you, dear friend.
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Dee Jay 
4/9/83 – 10/23/08
Registered Name - 

Go Wild Fire Go

On Thursday 10/23/08, we 
bid a sad farewell to our 
wonderful Dee Jay.  Dee Jay 
came to TRI March 18, 2000, 
and for the next eight years 
he served as a faithful part 
of our equine team.

Dee Jay was donated to TRI 
by Paula Bishop and came 
to us with more dressage 
skills than any of his human 
co-workers could ever hope 
to have.  Yet he didn’t hold 
our ignorance against us.  
His easy going, relaxed 
attitude was obvious 
whether he was in the 
paddock, in his stall, or in 
the arena.  He was rock 
solid and reliable with 
fragile riders, and 
trustworthy with timid 
riders making their first 
steps into independent 

riding.  Dee Jay was one of 
those horses that you could 
lead “with the rope in your 
pocket”.  He knew his job 
and was very comfortable 
doing it.

In recent months, Dee Jay 
had become quite visually 
impaired.  This made him 
increasingly nervous and 
jumpy so we reluctantly 
retired him from working in 
classes at the end of July 
2008.  He spent the fall in 
relaxed retirement, keeping 
George company in their 
private paddock.  However, 
other health issues forced 
us to make the painful 
decision to let our sweet 
friend go to his peaceful 
reward.  

Dee Jay is buried here at 
TRI with his old friends 
Wabash and Brutus.  I bet 
he’s up there right now, 
catching them up on all the 
things that have happened 
here since they crossed the 
Rainbow Bridge.  Thanks 
for everything, Dee Jay.  
You were a gentleman to 
the end and we’ll miss you.

Elizabeth C. 
Smiley 
1952 – 2008

This is the beautiful 
memorial written for Beth 

by her sister, Jeannie 
Colling

“Beth was born in Peoria, 
Illinois on February 2, 1952 
and passed away on 
October 28, 2008 after a 
long journey with a cancer 
that had a name with a lot 
of vowels and prefixes and 
no body part in its title.

She is survived by her 
parents, Barbara and Karl, 
his wife Millie Jo, her two 
sisters Ann Langenfeld and 
Jeannie Colling, her semi 
brother, Dan Schmutz, 
several nieces and 
nephews, a handful of 
grands, two devoted puppy 
dogs, and a circle of 
devoted and caring friends 
who stayed by her side all 
through the annoyances of 
her cancer, up to, but not 
including, letting her win at 
cards.
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Beth’s career as a cowboy, a 
la Spin and Marty, was 
thwarted because she never 
learned to ride a horse, so 
instead she went on to 
study microbiology at the 
University of Michigan and 
received her Master’s from 
the University of Illinois in 
the same subject. She 
worked as a Research 
Laboratory Specialist at U-
M with a varied career, 
which included, but was 
not limited to, such jobs as 
molecular biologist, mouse 
wrangler, trainer of future 
scientists, publication 
author, NY Times 
crossword advisor, and 
overseer of labs-- keeping 
them supplied with the 
necessary equipment, 
creepy crawlies and bubbly 
concoctions, so that science 
was furthered, and all 
mankind could reap the 
benefits.

Beth was preceded in death 
by her brother Karl and her 
sister Janet, who we assume 
are welcoming her with 
comfort and joy to the 
Smiley part of heaven, 
although Karl is probably 
teasing her, and Janet 
probably isn’t letting her 
get a word in edgewise.

Beth loved a good meal 
shared with friends, and 
often judged the enjoyment 
of an event by the food 

served.  She was the family 
historian, an avid reader 
who liked her characters to 
have a lick of common 
sense and a thread of 
common decency; hence 
she enjoyed Terry Pratchett 
and the western novels of 
David Wagoner.  For music 
it couldn’t get much better 
than the Chenille Sisters for 
Beth.

Being raised in a family 
with a Downs syndrome 
sister, Beth became adept at 
an early age at appreciating 
a person’s worth beyond 
one’s looks, health, 
intelligence or financial 
status.  It is a fine trait in a 
person and led to her 
satisfying volunteer work at 
Therapeutic Riding, Inc.

She was independent, a tad 
stubborn, centered, 
inquisitive, stalwart in the 
face of adversity, practical 
and caring.  She had a quick 
mind, a laugh befitting her 
last name, a penchant for 
trivia, amusing hiccups, 
and a loud burp that she 
always blamed on wood 
rats.  She used nature to 
restore her soul and keep 
herself connected to 
wonder.

She was dearly loved and 
will be sorely missed.

We would like to thank Dr. 
Mark M. Zalupski, Gwen 
Hejna, Jane Deering, and all 
the staff at U-M 
Comprehensive Cancer 
Center for pulling so many 
tricks out of their medical 
bag to keep her going in 
relative good working order 
for the past six years. You 
are encouraged to drink a 
Corona in her memory.  We 
would also like to thank 
Randy Bimestefer, whose 
knowledge of functional 
medicine added greatly to 
her quality of life 
throughout this process.

A memorial celebration was 
held on November 20, 2008 
at Matthaei Botanical 
Gardens.  

In lieu of flowers, vote for 
Obama, perform a random 
act of kindness or make a 
charitable contribution to 
Therapeutic Riding Inc., 
4715 E. Joy Road, Ann 
Arbor, MI 48105 
therapeuticridinginc.org.  They 
have recently honored Beth 
by adding a horse named B 
Smiley to their fold, who, 
like his namesake, is fond of 
a good meal. TRI has 
ambitious plans to move to 
a new location soon, and so 
it is more important than 
ever to keep this worthy 
organization financially 
strong.”

http://therapeuticridinginc.org
http://therapeuticridinginc.org
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Let us help 
you with 

your taxes!

We hate to bring it up, but it 
will soon be tax time again.  
Make it slightly less painful 
this year by making a tax 
deductible donation to TRI.  
The IRS doesn’t need any 
more money, but TRI sure 
does!  And we promise to 
put it to good use, no 
misappropriation of funds 
or pork barrel projects here.  

TRI is a 501(c)(3) 
organization and you will 
get a receipt suitable for 
passing on to your tax 
preparer along with the rest 
of the contents of your shoe 
box filled with little pieces 
of paper.  You can donate 
online via our website at 
therapeuticridinginc.org or you 
can send in a check to 
Therapeutic Riding, Inc. at 
4715 E. Joy Road, Ann 
Arbor, MI  48105.  Over 80% 
of every dollar donated 
goes DIRECTLY into 
providing services to our 
riders and caring for their 
horses.  The bulk of the 
remaining 20% goes toward 
paying for insurance!  

 Winter 2008 
Volunteer 
Spotlight – 
Beth Smiley

The only way TRI is able to offer our 
wonderful riding lessons to our riders is 

through the services of over 100 
volunteers each and every week.  Take a 

moment to get to know some of these 
amazing people and hear their stories 
about why they joined TRI and what it 

means to them.

In the ironic way the world 
works, this newsletter’s 
spotlight volunteer was 
scheduled to be Beth 
Smiley.  Here, in her own 
words, are the reasons she 
volunteered with TRI.  
Thanks for everything, 
Beth.  You were one in a 
million and we miss you 
terribly.

“I was at a point in my life 
about ten or eleven years ago 
when things were going well.   
I had reached a level of 
contentment in my work and 
personal life, but I had a 
nagging feeling that I needed 
to be giving back to the 
community in a more 
significant way than a 

monetary donation here and 
there. Then I saw an article in 
the paper about TRI. The 
article was accompanied by a 
photo of a smiling Down 
Syndrome child, and I was 
hooked. I didn’t know much 
about horses, except for 
watching cowboy shows in my 
youth and riding the ponies in 
a circle at the park, but I had 
grown up with a Down 
Syndrome sister, and I knew I 
was comfortable interacting 
with the disabled. 
 
I went to my first volunteer 
meeting with the intent of just 
checking things out, and was 
greeted with a big hug.   At 
my second meeting, I was 
greeted by name.   I never 
looked back.   Over the years I 
have held several positions at 
TRI, from pooper scooper to 
Board Member. (Once a horse 
pooped directly onto the shovel 
I was using to clean up 
another’s transgression.   I 
haven’t figured out where to 
put that on my resume, but it 
seems like it should included 
someplace.) My favorite job for 
TRI is being a side walker. 
Even though I am well aware 
that a side walker is not to 
distract the rider, it is 
impossible not to cheer and 
cajole and share in their 
accomplishments, even if one 
has to be discreet about it.   It 
is always such an honor to 
share in their joy. For the 
disabled, physical feats do not 

http://therapeuticridinginc.org
http://therapeuticridinginc.org
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come easily, and when a new 
skill is mastered or you 
witness a leap in self 
confidence, we all get to feel 
like winners.   If you enjoy 
smiles, grins, bursts of 
laughter and/or beams of 
pride, you know why I like 
volunteering at TRI.   In fact, 
as I have had to deal with 
cancer these past few years, 
my TRI photos of happy riders 
have helped me over some of 
the rough spots. 

One thing that surprised me 
working at TRI was the horses. 
I was pretty confident that I 
would enjoy the kids (and 
everyone is a kid when they are 
on a horse), but I had no idea 
that the individual horse 
personalities would crack me 
up so often. We have some real 
characters at the TRI barn. 
 
Working at TRI has also 
taught me to be more 
observant and to appreciate 
that my way, although it may 
be the “right” way, is not the 
only way to do things.  I have 
learned by waiting and 
watching that more often than 
not, a rider may figure out on 
his own an effective way of 
doing things.   It is humbling 
and intriguing. I have also 
become better at breaking tasks 
down into simple components 
to aid learning. When I took a 
couple of lessons myself, I 
realized how much 
information comes at you 

quickly. 
 
I guess the best indicator of my 
belief in the mission of TRI is 
when it comes to raising 
money for the organization. I 
had trouble asking my own 
Mom to buy Girl Scout cookies 
from me when I was a kid, but 
when TRI-FECTA rolls 
around, I am eager to enlist 
supporters and look for the 
opportunity to tell about the 
good work of the organization.  
I am proud of my work at TRI, 
and so very grateful for all that 
it has added to my life.”

Answers to TRI test:   
1. A blue eye.
2. Dakota – or is he just 

half watching since 
his eye is half blue 
and half brown?

3. The colors on the 
reins help riders to 
hold the reins evenly 
in both hands.

4. No, it’s not the latest 
pop group!  Those 
are names for the 
white markings on a 
horse’s face.  Check 
out the photos of our 
horses at 
therapeuticridinginc.org 
and see which 
markings you can 
identify.

5. Only about 18% - we 
rely on donations 
from our supporters 
in the community to 
enable us to provide 
this very special 
program to our 
riders.  Without your 
support, they 
wouldn’t ride.  
Thank you!

http://therapeuticridinginc.org
http://therapeuticridinginc.org
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