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In Memory - Joel Greenisen 
February 15, 1937 – December 2, 2011

TRI lost a great friend when Joel Greenisen passed away 
December 2, 2011. 

I joined the staff of TRI in 1995 and Joel and his wife 
Carol were already firmly committed to TRI.   Our home 
then was on Willow Road in Saline at Jim and Julie 
Arkison’s Synchrony Farm.  Julie was the instructor and 
Carol was TRI’s Development Director.

TRI moved to Joy Road in 1997 and it was the first time 
we had to care completely for our own horses and facility.  
Joel helped clean the place up, make needed repairs, put 
stall mats in stalls – you can only imagine how much there 
was to do.  He even helped move our horses to their new 
home.   Throughout all this change, Carol continued to 
work in the background, making sure we had the funds to 
run our new facility and take care of our horses and riders.  
They even supported us through a very special donation, 
donating their beautiful Haflinger mare Fable to us in 2002.

When Carol died in 2003, the wind really went out of our 
sails.  She had single handedly taken care of our entire 
fundraising program, all of our event planning, and all of 
our PR.  She was a shining star and her loss was 
catastrophic.   Our Board of Directors stepped up and 
started to fill her shoes.  Little did we know that it would 
take 2 or 3 people to make up for one Carol!  But our 
friend Joel stayed right alongside us - even when his 
personal loss was so great – always there to make sure we 
were steering a straight course, and continuing to support 
us in every way.

When we decided to build the new facility on Morgan Road, 
Joel was among the first to generously donate to the Capital 
Campaign.   To put this delicately, he did not give the 
amount that we asked him for but rather he gave a different 
amount, one with another “0” added.  He also offered sage 
advice to Mike Hommel (then President of TRI) and me 
regarding the many roads we would travel to build a facility 
of this size and how to sustain it.  He had good foresight and 
his advice has definitely stood the test of time.

Joel kept on eye on the building process and quietly asked 
questions and offered advice.  He had good “big picture” 
eyes and knew horses as well as barns, farms, and 
equipment.  Even though his health was failing fast, Joel 

Joel and his beloved Fable
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once again helped move all 10 horses from Joy Road to 
Morgan Road in December 2010.  The snow was deep and 
the temperatures were cold and we worried about him – but 
we wouldn’t dare tell him that!  He didn’t abide tears and 
sloppy hugs; those just weren’t his way; it wasn’t how he 
dealt with things.  (Even so, I’m afraid that Joel had to put 
up with a few hugs here and there.  I just can’t help it 
sometimes and I just told him he had to suffer through my 
weakness.)  

Joel gave us new(er) tractors and replaced some of our aging 
equipment.  One day something would just disappear and its 
replacement would appear like magic.  He came out to the 
farm regularly and made sure Jeremy Sintic, (our Barn 
Manager) knew how to operate everything correctly and 
taught him many things about farm management.  

I miss him.  Jeremy misses him. If you knew him and you 
are reading this, you miss him. I see the road sign dedicated 
to Joel and Carol every time I drive into TRI off Morgan 
Road – driving up to the barn on Greenisen Way – and I 
think of him.  Joel was a friend, a teacher, a great person to 
argue with, - in a good way of course! - and a profoundly 
good man.  Thank you, Joel; thank you, Carol.  You did so 
much for TRI.  We will keep your lessons and generosity in 
our hearts and minds and will make sure your gifts are well 
used to support our riders and grow our program

Jan V. – Director and Head InstructorContact Information
3425 East Morgan Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48108
P 734.677.0303
Email:
therapeuticriding@earthlink.net
Website:
www.therapeuticridinginc.org

Carol Greenisen

mailto:therapeuticriding@earthlink.net
mailto:therapeuticriding@earthlink.net
http://www.therapeuticridinginc.org
http://www.therapeuticridinginc.org
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Message 
From the Board Chair and Director

2011 was an incredible year for TRI.  We are so grateful to our 
riders, parents, staff and donors who helped make the first year 
in our wonderful new home a galloping success.  First and 
foremost we want to say THANK YOU because through your 
dedication and support you made it all happen!   

We began with a lot on our plate.  We wanted to make sure that 
our big move went smoothly and that horses, riders and staff 
FLOWED with the move.  Stabilize: this was our first goal.  

Now that we are starting our second year at the HKPTRC, we 
can look back with satisfaction on all we have achieved.  Some 
of our accomplishments are:

• We moved 25 riders off the wait list onto the active 
rider list.

• We expanded the volunteer family.
• We piloted a “Youth at Risk” program: we had a group 

of twenty 8th graders from the Detroit area visit and 
took a “Horses 101” course and learn about horses and 
rode for the first time ever.  They learned that not only 
could they volunteer but that there are many job 
opportunities available in our industry. 

• We expanded our Horses for Heroes program, teaching 
our veterans how to ride and work with horses, to a 
year round program.  

• We offered year round programming to our riders.  
With a heated indoor arena, they found that they could 
be comfortable riding in all weather and that the 

TRI IN THE NEWS
We all know she’s the best; now the rest of the world can 
read about her.  Our very own Jan Vescelius – TRI’s 
Director and Head Instructor – was featured in an article in 
the magazine “Equitrekking” about dream jobs.  Check out 
the link below to learn how Jan came to be a TR instructor 
and how special her work is to her.  It is an honor to have Jan 
as our Director and our riders and families are so fortunate to 
have such an amazing person as their Instructor.  
Congratulations Jan.

http://www.equitrekking.com/articles/entry/
dream_jobs_therapeutic_riding_instructor/

wonderful therapeutic benefits of riding never had to 
stop!

• We added two new horses to our herd. We now have 
the facility to have horses in training, allowing us to 
“grow” our own horses to best serve our population.

• We received funding for fencing of the 12 acres west 
of the barns from a generous foundation that prefers 
to remain anonymous. Construction will start once 
the mud dries!  This will enhance both the physical 
and mental health of our horses.  Healthy horses are 
happy horses and our riders deserve the best.

Looking forward into 2012: we have a new pilot program 
with the Greater Detroit Agency for the Blind and Visually 
Impaired that we hope will grow into an on-going 
partnership.  We are currently researching funding options for 
this exciting opportunity.

As we launch into the new year, all of us at Therapeutic 
Riding are excited by the opportunities for the future.  Thank 
you for being a part of the TRI family.

Jody Glancy Scott Jan Vescelius
Board President  Director

Jan with rider Maria Ragheb

http://www.equitrekking.com/articles/entry/dream_jobs_therapeutic_riding_instructor/
http://www.equitrekking.com/articles/entry/dream_jobs_therapeutic_riding_instructor/
http://www.equitrekking.com/articles/entry/dream_jobs_therapeutic_riding_instructor/
http://www.equitrekking.com/articles/entry/dream_jobs_therapeutic_riding_instructor/
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Ashley’s warm, friendly manner has made her a favorite of 
volunteers, riders, and staff alike.  She has helped with 
volunteer orientations, special programs at the barn (see 
Fable’s “TRI Tales” article for info about one of these 
programs.), groomed horses over the winter months, helped 
train new equine staff members, you name it, she’s done it.  
But don’t just take it from me.  Here’s what Jan Vescelius, 
TRI’s Director and Head Instructor, has to say about 
Ashley:

Ashley is one of TRI’s finest volunteers.  She is not only a 
professional level groomer but has her Masters of Arts 
Higher Education Administration degree.  Ashley has just 
started a new career and still finds the time to volunteer for 
TRI two days a week.  She is a dream come true for us: she 
grooms, tacks, leads, sidewalks, and rides horses in 
training AND she has a smile on her face 99% of the time!  
I love to have her around not only for her fun-loving, 
common sense nature but also for her good “eye” for a 
horse.  It is always good for staff to have a second set of 
eyes watching the horses for health, soundness, and 
potential behavior issues.  Best of all, Ashley loves the 
children and adults that ride with TRI and has a gentle, 
kind sense of purpose.  I hope to have her with us for a 
long, long time. 

Volunteer Spotlight
Although Fable has taken over many of the writing duties 
for our newsletter, she kindly allowed me to write this 
article.  However, she did “suggest” an appropriate subject 
for our Spring Volunteer Spotlight.  Fortunately, I could not 
agree with her more – Ashley McLaughlin is the perfect 
volunteer to spotlight in this issue.

Ashley joined TRI in 2009.  While it was clear from the 
outset that she was a great horse person, we had no idea 
what a gem we were getting.  As a professional groom, 
Ashley is amazing when it comes to getting our horses clean 
and keeping them that way.  One very, very, VERY muddy 
Monday evening, she came in to get horses groomed and 
tacked for classes.  One look was all it took before she 
announced, “To the wash racks!”  Somehow, she managed to 
hose off, groom, and tack 11 horses by 6pm.  We were in 
awe.  Her attention to detail means no nick, scratch, or 
bruise goes unnoticed, meaning our horses are kept healthy 
and comfortable at all times.  

I asked Ashley to share with us how she came to join TRI so 
I’ll let her take it from here.

I grew up horseback riding and in high school I enjoyed 
tutoring kids at local elementary schools. So, when I moved 
to Ann Arbor in the fall of 2004 to attend the University of 
Michigan, I knew I needed to find a way to work with both 
kids and horses. I found out about TRI but was concerned 
about whether I could make the time commitment.  I was a 
swimmer for U of M so I was afraid that between my 
academic and athletic commitments I would spend more 
days calling in for a sub then I would actually be at the 
barn.  Once I had graduated in 2008 and was no longer a 
collegiate swimmer, I had a lot of time on my hands so I 
joined TRI as part of the wonderful Monday night crew.  

I’ve enjoyed every minute of my time with TRI from 
grooming horses before class to weaving the cones with a 
rider, or chatting with my rider as we listen to (and 
sometimes don’t listen to!) Jan giving directions.  However, 
my favorite moments occur when the rider dismounts and 
comes up to the horse’s head to say goodbye or to have a 
special moment with their pal. That moment, more than 
anything else, keeps me coming back to TRI session after 
session. Coming to the barn every week and working with 
the riders and the horses is as therapeutic for me as it is for 
them. If I have a bad day at work, I can’t wait to get to the 
barn. Being around all of our riders reminds me to be strong 
and face the challenges in my life just as they do.

Ashley celebrating a good lesson with rider Nick Leoni and 
volunteers Rick Collman and Geremy Carnes

As Volunteer Coordinator, I am honored to be able to work 
with such a charming, knowledgeable person and am 
thrilled she chose to join us three years ago.  Thank you for 
all you do for TRI and our riders, Ashley.

Tracy Boyle – Volunteer Coordinator



life and legs.  I actually get a massage once a week by a 
horse name Siggy.

I truly enjoy Therapeutic Riding and all the people 
involved in making it possible for me to ride.
 
Thanks,
Big B

We all love having Bryan as part of our TRI family and 
have just one thing to say to him 

GO BLUE!!!!!!!!!!
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Rider Spotlight

We want you to meet one of our many riders, to learn 
what TRI means to him, and to hear how important it is in 

his life. Every donation we receive helps to make it 
possible for us to provide Bryan and all our riders with an 

amazing experience.

Here at TRI, we pride ourselves on our open, accepting 
attitude.  We have a non-discrimination policy in our staff 
handbook and welcome all riders who are medically safe 
to ride.  But one rider has put our tolerance to the test.  
After all, there are not many people who would expect to 
us add, gulp, “Buckeye fans” to our list of protected 
groups!  However, we took a deep breath and decided to 
stretch out the hand of friendship even to those who suffer 
from the worst disability of all – being a fan of OSU.  We 
know the TRI family is about as open-hearted as they 
come so we hope you can welcome our spotlighted rider 
this issue.

Bryan Sweitzer – better known as “Big B” – is a 
founding member of the Thursday night gang, and has 
been riding with us since 1992.  As I mentioned, Bryan 
suffers from an incurable case of Buckeye Fan-itus that 
has even spread to his wheelchair.  Oops, sorry Bryan, his 
HUMMER, as he calls it, sports an OSU bumper sticker 
and head rest.  Fall riding lessons can get a little rowdy on 
Thursday nights as one of Bryan’s longtime sidewalkers is 
our Barn Manager, Jeremy Sintic.  Yes, that Jeremy, the 
rabid U of M football fan!  They both wear their team 
gear to antagonize each other and the trash talk definitely 
flies when it comes time for the annual OSU/U of M 
match up.

Still, Bryan is very supportive of his volunteers and 
instructors.  Always on the lookout for areas of possible 
improvement, he is quick to point them out to us with a 
cheerful “You fruitcake.  You need help.”  Yes, the art of 
constructive criticism is alive and well.

Seriously though, Bryan brings a joy and spark to our 
Thursday nights that is priceless.  I asked him to share a 
few words with us and here is what he told me:

Hello to all, yes it would be fine to feature me (Big B), in 
your Rider Spotlight.  To all interested parties, my name is 
Big B, and I have CP better known as Cerebral Palsy, and 
have had it since birth.  Since I started Therapeutic 
Riding many years ago, my legs have never felt better.  
Due to spasms and tension, my CP causes my legs to get 
cramps.  Therapeutic Riding has made a difference in my 
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Staff Update
Submitted by Fable, Senior 
Mare, TRI

It is my pleasure, as TRI’s 
senior mare, to introduce to 
you our two newest equine 
employees - Zeeda and Tug.  
Zeeda is a 6 year old 
thoroughbred who was bred 
to be a racehorse.  Being 
more dignified than most 

thoroughbreds, she didn’t feel the need to charge around 
like a maniac and so opted out of the racing training.   She 
spent a few years in landscaping (equine lawnmower and 
pasture ornament) then tried her hoof as a lesson horse 
before enjoying a life of trail rides and light arena work 
with her former owner, Katie Hogan.

Zeeda heard about TRI from Ashley McLaughlin, 
Katie’s friend and one of our amazing TRI volunteers. 
(Check out our Volunteer Spotlight article to learn more 
about Ashley.)  Ashley knew that TRI had been looking 
for new horses to join our staff. So she took Zeeda on a 
few “test rides”, evaluating her 

on her ability to handle some basic TRI situations:  riders 
who might lean or have tight legs, people flapping their 
hands or waving their arms in the air, toys or balls falling 
or being thrown – you get the picture. Zeeda passed with 
flying colors and Ashley sent the word to Jan about this 
awesome horse.

Jan and I discussed it and we had some reservations – 
both about bringing in another mare and the whole 
thoroughbred issue.  ‘Why not another good solid draft 
horse?” I asked.  But we trusted Ashley’s judgment so we 
invited Zeeda for a visit.  After some intensive evaluation 

Mud, mud, mud, 
Even though there were no classes over the winter break, 
our horses still needed to be cared for and groomed.  It’s 
not just cosmetic.  Regular grooming helps stimulate 
healthy skin and coat growth, as well as giving us time to 
check for injuries.  Our heartfelt thanks to our stalwart 
crew of winter groomers – Nan Couymjian, Chris 
Donoghue, Brinna Dunn, Lea Donoghue, Dana Jones, 
Kim Kopka, and Ashley McLaughlin – for braving 
some very cold evenings to make sure our horses got lots 
of TLC over the break.

B. Smiley wearing his mud disguise

Volunteer Ashley McLaughlin with Zeeda and Tug

Find us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
therapeutic.riding.inc

“Like Us!”

Do you love seeing photos of your favorite TRI 
horses?  Did you know that we have 334 friends and 
counting?  Do you like trivia?  Are you always eager 
to be the first to know important news?  Can you 
recognize Maizy’s ears?

Find out what all the buzz is about and “Like Us”.

http://www.facebook.com/therapeutic.riding.inc
http://www.facebook.com/therapeutic.riding.inc
http://www.facebook.com/therapeutic.riding.inc
http://www.facebook.com/therapeutic.riding.inc
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enjoy a new job as well.  His owner, Julie Stevenson, 
agreed that he could go to TRI to see if Jan would like 
him and if he would like the program. Ashley also knew 
Tug and felt that he had the potential to be a great 
addition to TRI’s program.   Since his work as a pasture 
buddy meant that Tug was out in a grass pasture growing 
wider every day, he really needed a job and what better 
job than TRI?  Some light work, good eats, good friends, 
and he gets to give a whole lot of people joy in their lives.

As soon as Tug stepped off of the trailer, Jan predicted 
that he would be a volunteer and rider favorite with his 
teddy bear face and big barrel belly. Tug and Zeeda are 
settling in nicely and are together outside in the paddocks 
visiting the other herd members over the fences.   Tug is 
also doing well in his “probationary period” although he 
is a little rustier than Zeeda, having been out in the 
pasture for the last few years. Jan has high hopes for him, 
as he is a big sturdy guy and will work well with any 
rider.  

On behalf of their new equine co-workers, I want to 
welcome Tug and Zeeda to TRI.  I look forward to 
working with them both for many years to come.

Fable 
Senior Mare - TRI

and initial training, I am pleased to say that Zeeda has 
proved Ashley’s confidence to be well placed – and she is 
a great stall neighbor too.  I am closely supervising her 
training in the arena and around the lift, and she is 
progressing nicely. I hope to have her working in classes 
in the spring.

Tug had held a couple of jobs before coming to TRI. He 
was a “pony horse” on the racetrack as well as a 

babysitter to Thoroughbred babies who were being 
weaned off of their moms.  He was a pasture ornament 
and lawnmower before being moved to the same farm as 
Zeeda where he went on the occasional trail ride and was 
a pasture buddy for a young warmblood.   

Tug heard about TRI from Zeeda. As she was preparing to 
leave to go to her new home, Tug thought that he might 

Tug hard at work teaching Dani (with a little help from Ashley)

A big thanks to our anonymous donor who purchased all new halters for 
the gang in our new barn colors!  You know who you are!
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for free!!  Otherwise, it will be spread onto our fields or 
taken in bulk by other farmers.  

Even though we were very busy outside, there were still 
many projects going on inside.  The observation room, 
where parents and friends wait while riders are being 
taught by their horses, had a very high ceiling.  While 
aesthetically nice, and I might add, very desirable in the 
stall barn, acoustically it was a nightmare.  Many of our 
riders find loud noise to be painful so I had Marcia 
Mullen, our Treasurer, supervise a project to put in a 
dropped ceiling.  Jan assures me that it is much quieter in 
there now, and also much warmer.

Bruce Robinson – Miko’s adopted parent, Board 
Member, volunteer, and my go-to-human for around-the-
farm-fix-it projects – has been busy as well.  I don’t want 
to tell tales out of the stalls, but a certain large Percheron 
mare has developed a bad habit when she is playing in the 
indoor arena.   The result of this is that Bruce now has a 
stack of pre-painted wall panels ready to replace any that 
mysteriously acquire hoof-sized holes.  Bruce has also 
been working with Jeremy on repairs to our automatic 
waterers, (shall I mention that a certain BIG horse is also 
hard on her outdoor waterer?).  Bruce is also working 
with Pittsfield Township on installing new water meters, 
and with Jan on updating our alarm system.  Out in the 
hay barn, Bruce built storage shelves so that we can store 
our seasonal decorations and helped Jeremy adjust all the 
big barn doors.  I think Bruce must have some Haflinger 
ancestry as only a fellow Haflinger would be able to be 
this productive!

Staff-wise, things have been busy too.  Over the winter 
break, Jan offered several training clinics to our 
volunteers.  As you know, our volunteers are an amazing 
group of people and are always eager to learn new things.  
So Jan and I put together some classes for them.  In 

TRI Tales

A new regular feature, 
from Fabulous Fable, 
your Field Reporter

Since it’s been a while since 
we’ve seen most of you, I 
figured that I would catch 
you up on the happenings 

around the farm. You all may 
have been relaxing and enjoying the holidays and 
vacations, but I haven’t been taking it easy at all.  I have 
been very busy supervising Jan and Jeremy as they make 
some important improvements at the facility.

I introduced you to two very important “improvements” – 
Tug and Zeeda – in my “Staff Update” article.  But there 
were many more things going on this winter.

First of all, our paddocks were, simply put, not acceptable 
to refined horses like myself.  Despite Jeremy’s best 
efforts at maintaining them, we had too much water and 
too much mud.  (As a gentlelady with a long blond mane, 
this has caused me much angst.  Have you tried combing 
mud out of long hair?)  So Jan wrote a grant to one of our 
very supportive foundations to request funds for new 
fencing so we could move and expand our paddocks.  
Being very generous folks (and quite humble – they 
prefer to give anonymously), they agreed to support this 
project.  Well, the mild winter has kept us up to our 
fetlocks in mud so I haven’t been able to set the 12 acres 
worth of a bazillion fence posts yet, but we have all the 
materials ready to go and Jan promises me that, come 
springtime, I’ll be able to take part of the herd over to the 
grassy area at the end of the hay field so our current 
paddocks can dry out.

Now, for a subject of a more, ahem, delicate matter.  We 
made some improvements in our “manure disposition 
procedures”.  Many huge truckloads of ginormous (yes, 
that’s the technical term) concrete blocks arrived in 
January and were constructed into a sturdy manure 
bunker.  Of course, that was after Dave Faust, of Faust 
Sand & Gravel, Inc., put a 30 foot square pad of 
limestone down (he loved moving all that muddy topsoil!)  
Now we can bunker our stall cleanings in a discrete 
manner.  Being the lighthearted person she is, Jody 
Glancy Scott, the President of TRI’s Board of Directors, 
has named the bunker “Pooh Corner”.  Our manure/pine 
shavings combo will be available to anyone who wants it 

Pooh Corner
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Phew – that wears me out just thinking about getting all 
that done this winter.  But it will be well worth it when we 
welcome all the riders, volunteers, and families back for 
another amazing year of classes.  See you all soon. 

Fabulous Fable 
Your Field Reporter

TRI Trivia Challenge
1) How many fence posts will be used in the new 

fencing project?
2) How many tons of concrete blocks are there in 

Pooh Corner?
3) How many times has Bruce had to replace an 

“Ella hole” panel in the arena wall?
4) How many radiant heaters are in the indoor 

arena?
5) Why are the horses’ tails up in braids?

Introduction to Horses, non-horse people (whatever 
THAT means!!!) are taught the proper way to introduce 
yourself to a horse, how to appropriately groom and tack 
a horse for lessons, and other basic manners around their 
equine co-workers.  In Horse Leaders 101, I assign horse 
instructors to new volunteers to teach them proper leading 
skills during lessons.  Jan has also offered lessons in 
Mounting Assistant training.  Or as we call it in the stall 
barn - “Crash test dummy lessons”- where volunteers 
practice putting each other on the horse.  Very amusing to 
watch, let me tell you!

We had a delightful group of 20 students from the U of 
M’s IDEA Institute join us for a special Saturday clinic.  
These 8th graders restored my faith in teenagers as they 
were all very polite and enthusiastic.  It was a delight to 
spend the morning with them.  Instructors Linda Bolton 
and Jen Beyer gave the students their first ever 
opportunity to ride a horse, while Jan taught them proper 
ground manners, volunteer Carrie Ashton taught them 
how to groom a horse, and Instructor Tracy Boyle taught 
them about the various types of tack and equipment we 
use.  Volunteers Kathy Emery, Dave Jessen, Dana 
Jones, Ashley McLaughlin, Matthew Pickus, Bruce 
Robinson (see what I mean about this guy?)  Callista 
Watson, and Bill Wood all made sure that the students 
had an amazing time.  

Wish List

We welcome donations of items or gift cards.  Your generosity enables us to allocate financial 
resources to other areas of need.

• Gift certificates for Cutler Dickerson
• Gift certificates for TSC (Tractor Supply Company)
• First cutting hay - alfalfa/grass mix
• Individual over-head fans for horse stalls- 20 stalls
• Perennials and someone to help plant them
• Power tools (electric)
• Farm-sized air compressor
• Power washer for tractors and other equipment
• Dressage letters for outdoor arena (stand alone)
• Concrete floor sweeper for stall barn
• Front end loader for Case IH Tractor DX55

Please contact Jan (therapeuticriding@earthlink.net) if you have questions or are interested in 
making TRI’s wishes come true!
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Upcoming Happenings
Mark your calendar for the following...

M
ay

N
ov

em
be

r Boots, Brews 
and BBQ!

Saturday, November 3rd 2012
at the Harold and Kay Therapeutic Riding Center

Like us on Facebook for updates on this new event.

TRI Trivia Challenge Answers

1) 366 fence posts

2) 36 blocks @ 4,000 lbs each = 144,000 lbs = 72 tons of concrete block. 

3) Sigh, three wall panels so far for Ella, one for Jeremy (tee hee).  It’s not a 

competition, guys!

4) Six wonderful amazing fabulous heaters? ??

Join us for the 138th running of the Kentucky 
Derby from the 

“Comfort of the Cabin”

Saturday May 5, 2012 5:30 p.m.

Fox Hills Golf and Banquet Center

Tickets on sale now!

For more information or to purchase tickets, 
please contact Marcia Mullen at 

marciamullen@comcast.net
734.751.0638

mailto:marciamullen@comcast.net
mailto:marciamullen@comcast.net
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ANNUAL GIVING 2011

It is through the support of our 
community members and businesses, 
year after year, that TRI is able to 
serve our riders, care for our horses, 
and maintain our facility.  We 
recognize and thank our donors below, 
and are grateful for their generous 
contributions between January 1, 2011 
and December 31, 2010.  Your gift is 
very important to us.  If your name is 
misspelled, omitted, or incorrectly 
listed, please contact us at 
734-677-0303, or by email at 
therapeuticriding@earthlink.net.

Individual Giving

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999
Judy and Steve Dobson 

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
Steven and Sheila Hamp
Timothy Patton
Bruce and Sharon Robinson
Ruth Schekter and Bill Zirinsky

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
Dr. David and Martha Bloom
Jamie and Cheryl Buhr
Don Butcher
Doug and Beverly Cass
Daniel Bahls and Carolyn Dekker
Alice Dobson
Molly Dobson
Dick and Ann Eidswick
Peter and Patty Fink
Ruth Glancy
Larry and Sally Grace
Jake and Anne Haas
Nancy Kirkpatrick
Sarah Krein
Judy and Larry Macklem
Mary McClusky
Marcia and Mark Mullen
Tim and Kathy Norton
Harold and Kay Peplau
Janet and Mark Plummer
Gretchen Gardner and Josh 
  Pokempner
Richard and Norma Sarns
Rusty Towers

Dressage - $500 - $999
Megan Adams
Aziza Awad
Jean and Tom Beyer
Dori Bilik
Jeannie and Ken Colling
Rick and Jill Collman 
Howard and Ann Cooper
Stan and Kristi Dolot 
Kate Ginman
Anne and John Lanier
Karen and Joe Luther
Erin McKean
Anne and Bill McNally
Pam Graham and Basil Moucoulis
Neil and Anita Paolella
Jennifer Poteat
Marina Seeman
Mary Spires, MD
Helmut and Candis Stern
Pam and Bill Wood

Canter - $250 - $499
Anonymous Donors
Becky and Rick Altschuler
Kitty Burkhart
Nan Couyoumjian
Diane Cupps
Patti Dobbs 
Don and Clare Eaton
Cheryl and Bruce Elliot
Paula Evers
David and Jo-Anna Featherman
Debita and Robert Graham
Jim and Penny Griffith
Bill and Martha Grimes
Sallie Hock
Mary and Kent Johnson
Keith Kim and Dana Jones 
Denise and Bob Lutz
Yvonne Manber
Gary Sundermann and Marilyn 

Mitchell
Louise Moore
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Platt
P.V. and Mark Roby
Janet Sibbold
Joe and Michelle Zdanowski
Gilda and Daniel Zirinsky

Trot-On - $100 - $249
Anonymous Donors
Mary Garbuden and Bryan Adato
Bev and John Alexander
Joe Arozarena
Herb and Christine Black
Sarah Bone
Soncea Braden-McCann
Shirley and Louis Brenner
Carol Brody
Susan and Keith Brown

Don and Sharon Calbert
Shirley Calcaterra
Skip and Barb Campbell
Joan and Gene Carpentier
Tim Carpentier
Rob and Kristin Casalou
Cheryl Chevalier
Christine Colling
Sam Coomes
Robin Cooper
Debbie and William Costello
Johne Criner
Natalie and Carl Davidson
Rita Denby
Don and Tish Dersnah
Connie Dimond
Charlene Donahey
Carole Dubritsky
Andrea Kotch Duda
David Durand
Kathleen Durand
John and Barbara Eason
Dick and Ann Eidswick
William and Adele Farmer
Joe and Beth Fitzsimmons
Robert and Lucinda Frushour
Marty Gargaro
Melody Grieves
Peggy Hagans
Rick and Karen Hannah
Katy and Woody Held
Elizabeth Hoffman
Sharon Marie Hoffman
Cynthia Jachym
Sally and David Kennedy
George and Karen Keutgen
Mary Kinley
Hermine R. Klingler
Alex and Bev Klooster
Ann and James Langenfeld
Elizabeth Larin
Christa Laurin
John Lawton
Nancy J. Moncrieff and Edward Le 

Baron
Michael and Diane Leoni
William H. and Joanne Leoni
Gordon and Toni Lexcen
Daniel and Konstantina Lupu
Divina Moro and David Lupu
Liz Marsh
Richard Martin and Rita Conroy-

Martin
Kirsten Parr-Matthews and Darwin 

Matthews
Griff and Pat McDonald
Tamara and Brian McDonnell
Janet Moore
George and Kerry Mychaliska
Mike and Judy Nold
Liz Nyquist

mailto:therapeuticriding@earthlink.net
mailto:therapeuticriding@earthlink.net
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Kris and Bob Oliver
James G. Olsen, DDS PC
Donna and Jeff Omichinski
Kelly Parkinson
Ken and Joanne Pawenski
Douglas and Mariel Peck
Finola and Jim Pommerich
Dale and Cheri Poplin
Robert Redies
Laura Reiher
Terrie H. Rogers
Mel and Karen Sanchez
Bob Sasena
Richard Sasena
Donna Scaravelli
Anne and Mark Schmidt
Mary Ann Schrock-Hoffman
Stephen and Connie Searles
Dean and Kristen Shollack
Robert Singelyn
Barbara Smiley
Yvonne May and Allen Smith
Debra Stevens
Clifton Stone
Rev. Dr. Ruth Strang
Natalie and Edward Surovell
Jerry and Carole Sweet
Jacob Tanana
Francine Tobin
Quinta Vrede
Gladys and Raymond Walker
Lyndon Welch
Jeffrey and Kaley Werthammer
Jerry and Pat White
Robert and Marina Whitman
Brian and Linda Wills
Russ and Katie Woolery

Walk-On - $1 - $99
Anonymous Donors
Catherine Alleman
Nancy Allen
Phyllis Allen
Robert Ambrose
Jennifer Anderson
Pamela Anderson
Kristin Andrews
Abby Austin
Timothy Bahls
Prasanna Baragi
Linda Barnes
Beth and Kaitlin Barrett-Huff
Imad Baydoun
Frederica Beck
Wendy Beckwith
Angela Benian 
Dennis and Cathie Benoit
Janice Berry
Kathleen Bialecki
Kathryn Blake
Bill and Marti Boitos

Mike Boland
Linda Bolton
Karen Bone
Anne Boomer
Chantel Boulet
Hassiba and Djamel Bouzit
Barbara Bradley
Sharon Brand
Vincent and Susan Brattin
Clark and Heather Brigger
Lori Bush
Costa and Katherine Buterakos
Aindrea Campbell
Peter Caplan
Brent and Valerie Carey
Gayle Carpenter
Mike and Beverly Carpentier
Susan Caumartin
Larry Charpentier
Ann and Scott Christensen
Crystal Chunn
Susan Copley
Barbara Jo Covert- Young
Christine and Bob Dailey
Martha and Tom Daniels
Sandra and Sheldon Danziger
Mary Davidson
Elisabeth Day
Bob and Marjorie Deacon
Christine Deacon
Betsy Deak
Joseph DePinto
Aaron and Stephanie Dersnah
Colleen Dodd
Debra Dodd
Shannon Duffany
Joyce Dunkin
Brian Dunn
Brinna Dunn
Paula Dunn
James Durand
Thomas and Joyce Durham
Renee Durrant
Trudy A. Eck
Daniel and Kristen Farmer
Susan and George Fee
Michael Payne and Kirsten Findlay
Amy Flanagan
Ruby Flickinger
Peggy and Robert Forbes
Jason Fox
Shari Fox
David and Judith Fraczek-Shahinian
Yuri Fukazwa
Armen and Elizabeth Garbooshian
Amy Gargas
Anne Garvin
Bethany Gatto
Krista Gazie
Joyce Geels
Richard Gerardi

Leonore Gerstein
Angie and John Gielow
Rikay Goble
Penrith Goff
Irwin Goldstein
Margaret and Jack Goodnoe
Arlene Guindon
Peter Grace
Deborah Grady
Shirley Gregory
Douglas and Sabrina Gross
Maureen Habarth
Curtis and Esterae Hagen
Janet Hale
Theresa Hale
Kathryn Hall
Andrea Hammar
Kristin Hannahs
Jayne and Ian Hannington
Larry and Kathy Haraway
Suzannah, Kevin, Jenna, and Jay 

Hardy
Heidi Hargesheimer
Jane Hayes
Ryan and Linda Haywood
Eric and Kelly Head
Wilhelm and Gilda Heider
Mark Hipp
Jen Hoogenes
Rebecca Hoort
Mrs. Denise A. Hostetter
Ruth and Harry Huff
Jewell Hunter
Marilyn Johnston
Richard C. Johnston
Jenny Jones
Joanna, Jim, Jay and Jillian Kastely
Kazar and Bernice Kazarian
Dawn Keech
Yi and Richard Keep
Charles Kelly
Harry and Mary Keoleian
Yeon and Young Kim
Ettabell C. and Bill Kimbrough
Tess Kirby
Connie and Jason Knake
Deborah Kovaleski
Pat Kubert
Mary G. Kuc
Linda Larin
Joan Laurence
Anita and Daniel Lautenbach
Jeanne Lawton
Christin and Michael Learman
Joseph and Jeanne Learman
Allen Leider
Wendy Fry and Constantine Lekas
Rosie Lemons
Katherine Litchford
Pam and Bruce Litchford
David Long
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Ellen and Paul Lukas
Sally Lunn 
Alan MacDavitt
Margaret MacKinnon
Dale Magee
Ryan and Allison Maki
Kellie Maletta 
Josephine Manber
Diana Marsh
Mary Jo and Richard Marsh
Martha Marshall
Ted and Sarah Martens
Fred Matthaei
Raven McCrory
Art and Gloria Melkonian
Nancy Mendola
Betty and Paul Menke
Jill McKnight
Eileen Melman
Betty and Paul Menke
Joel Mercer
Kelly Minion
Ken Monash
Patricia Mooney
Maryanna and Chris Morley
Susan Mors
Penelope Moskus
Thomas and Gail Mroz
Mary Murphy
Joan Muskovitz
Junko Nambo
Roberta Nerison-Low
Hope Nichols
Gail Nicklowitz
Nidhi Nigam
Adrienne and Mark O’Brien
Margaret Benian and Joyce Obenhoff
William and Janet Oleson
Joyce Olson
Bruce Palfey
Dennis and Janis Pardeik
Michael and Kari Pardeik
Gail Parks
Tim and Martha Paulian
Debbie Penrose
James and Lorey Phillips
Brittany Pietsch
Ron and Bev Pinsoneault
Linda Ann Prieskorn
Stephen Ragsdale
Kay Rinke
Nicole Robinson
Brenda and Bob Romig-Fox
Littia Royal
Jaden Rudd
Kyle Rudd
Mary Rutan
Paula and Mark Saunders
Ellen Scavia
Greg and Rosanne Schaub
Gabrielle Scherzer

Anne and Mark Schmidt
Carol Schreck
David and Joan Scott
Ian Scott
Jody Glancy Scott 
Bertie See
Carol J. Sielaff
Steven and Cathy Sinelli
Pam Smith
Susan Sobota
Dr. Irwin and Susan Solomon
Amanda Stauffer
Sue Steeb
Albert Steele
Elaine Stein
Sharon Stein
Cristy Stinebaugh
Rebecca Stone
Julia Swanson
Lou Swift
Jim Peggs and Peg Talburtt
Jacob Tanana
Wesley Tanner
Susan Tarpley
Deborah S. Tassie
Tanya Teslovich
Victor Thompson
Jeff and Margo Tish
Jim and Susan Tish
John and Jean Tish
Michael Toomajian
May Tsoi
Carrie Turner
Carl and Suzanne Van Appledorn
Bill Van Arsdalen
Steve and Kelly Van Singel
Joyce Vivirski
Monica Waldie
Lowell and Ginny Walker
Kelly Wang
Ed and Marcy Weber
Stacy Weissman
David Wellday 
Lynn and John White
Harry Winter 
John and Patricia Witz
Lavonne R. Wood
Alice Wright
Karean Wrightson
Michael and Julianne Zinn

Corporate, Foundation, 
and Service Organization 
Donors

TRI is truly grateful to the following 
Corporations, Foundations, and 
Service Organizations.
 

Corporate Donors

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
MIS Cares

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
Ann Arbor State Bank
Art Van Furniture
Comerica Bank

Dressage - $500 - $999
Arbor Research Collaborative for
 Health Charitable Match Program
The customers and staff at Crazy 

Wisdom Bookstore
Kroger Community Rewards Card 

Participants
Sand Cherry Associates

Canter - $250 - $499
Consumers Energy Foundation
United Bank and Trust
 
Trot-On - $100 - $249
Marr Professional Development Corp.
Michigan Orthopaedic Specialists 
 Canton 

Walk-On - --$99
Anonymous Business
Aprill Agency, Inc.

Foundation and Service 
Organization Donors

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous Foundations

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous Foundation
The Buhr Foundation

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous Foundation
The Joan C. Banfield Foundation
The J.F. Ervin Foundation
The Speckhard-Knight Charitable 

Foundation
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Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
Allstate Foundation
First Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Ann Arbor
Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor
THE MOSAIC FOUNDATION (of R. 
 & P. Heydon)
B. H. Semler Family Foundation
World Heritage Foundation – Prechter 
 Family Fund

Dressage - $500 - $999
Non-Profit Leadership Alliance – 
 EMU
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts 
 Program

Canter - $250 - $499

Trot-On - $100 - $249   
Ann Arbor Evening Lions Club
U of M Dept of English – 2nd year 

cohort

Walk-On - --$99
Community High School PTSO

Gifts in Memory
It is a privilege for TRI to be chosen as 
the recipient of memorial 
contributions.  Listed are the loved 
ones lost, and the donors who have 
made gifts in their memory.

Amy – TRI Horse 1975 - 2005
Dr. Irwin and Susan Solomon

Jerry Dobbs, on his birthday
Patti Dobbs 

George “Mr. Perfect” – TRI Horse 
1986 - 2008
Marilyn Johnston

Carl Graham
Community High School PTSO
Gladys and Raymond Walker

V. Charlene Heath
Janet Hale
Brenda and Bob Romig-Fox

Henry – TRI Horse 1988-2011
Marina Seeman

Lucille Karageozian
Anonymous donors
Robert Ambrose
Angela Benian
Crystal Chunn

Mary Davidson
David and Judith Fraczek-Shahinian
Armen and Elizabeth Garbooshian
Kazar and Bernice Kazarian
Harry and Mary Keoleian
Art and Gloria Melkonian
Margaret Benian and Joyce Obenhoff
Tim and Martha Paulian
Ron and Bev Pinsoneault
Greg and Rosanne Schaub
Dean and Kristen Shollack
Michael Toomajian
John and Patricia Witz
Alice Wright

Carrie Lee
William and Adele Farmer
Ryan and Allison Maki
Nancy Mendola
Liz Nyquist 
Kay Rinke
Mary Rutan

“Minnie” beloved friend of Beth 
Smiley
Ann and James Langenfeld

Beth Smiley 
Anonymous donors
Janice Berry
Jeannie and Ken Colling
Susan Copley
Ann and James Langenfeld
Bertie See
Barbara Smiley
Lynn and John White 

Sam and Juliana Zirinsky
Ruth Schekter and Bill Zirinsky

Star Pony, the Great Wee One – TRI 
Horse 1978-2011
Ann and James Langenfeld
Marina Seeman

Gifts in Honor
The following donors have generously 
contributed to TRI in honor of their 
friends, co-workers, and family 
members.

Celeste Adams
Megan Adams

Kasey Callanan’s first communion
Susan Mors

John Copley and Jan Berry
Susan Copley

Carolyn Dekker and Dan Bahls

Anonymous Donors
Timothy Bahls

Michael DiGiovanni
Carol Brody

Oscar Held
Wendy Fry and Constantine 
Lekas 

Sally Grace
Terrie H. Rogers

Rosie Lemons
Jeannie and Ken Colling

Bill and Kris Meyn
Susan and Keith Brown

Michael Staebler and Jennifer 
Poteat, on their wedding
David and Jo-Anna Featherman
Natalie and Edward Surovell

Bob Sasena
Rob and Kristin Casalou

Jody, Tucker, Madie and Ruth Scott
David and Joan Scott

Camille Tish on her birthday
Anonymous donors
Costa and Katherine Buterakos
Thomas and Gail Mroz

Stan Towers
Betsy Deak
Lavonne R. Wood

Rusty Towers
Diane Cupps

Denny Vescelius on his birthday
Anonymous donors

Adopt-A-Horse
Our horses are the foundation of our 
program and we are committed to 
providing them with the best of care.  
These special donors help us by each 
supporting a horse for a year.

J.F. Ervin Foundation adopted B 
Smiley

Ruth Glancy adopted Ella

Ruth Schekter and Bill Zirinsky 
adopted Fable

MIS Cares adopted Maizy



Bruce and Sharon Robinson adopted 
Miko

The Glancy Foundation adopted 
Zeeda

Gifts In Kind
Gifts of goods and services enrich TRI 
in many ways.  We are very grateful to 
the following donors for their in-kind 
contributions.

Champions - $50,000 and up
   
Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
Joel Greenisen
Saline Veterinary Service, Dr. James
 Romine DVM

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous Business 
Jody Glancy Scott

Dressage - $500 - $999
Bill and Marti Boitos

Canter - $250 - $499
Faust Sand & Gravel, Inc.
Jan Vescelius

Trot-On - $100 - $249
Nan Couyoumjian
Limno-Tech, Inc.

Walk-On - --$99 
Allegra Print and Imaging 
Ellen and Paul Lukas
George McCalla
Evan A. Moore, DVM, Inc.
VC Web Design

Unspecified Amount
Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor
Douglas and Mariel Peck
Lawrence and Doris Sperling
Gayle Stewart
Janet Swope
Tractor Supply Company, Saline
Jennifer and Christopher Vida
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Robbie sharing a few pasture secrets with Tug

Volunteer Carrie Ashton working on a muddy Miko

Tug
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Joel Greenisen (Fourth from right) with the Peplaus and the Board at the groundbreaking 
of The Harold and Kay Peplau Therapeutic Riding Center


