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love the anticipation of spring each 
year; the trees and grass turning 
green, the flowers blooming, the 

horses shedding their shaggy winter coats 
in exchange for their shiny, dappled new 
ones.  I don’t mind shedding some of my 
own multi- layered winter clothing as well! 

This issue of the newsletter is our 
Annual Donor Report publication.  Please 
take the time to look through the donor 
list and be thankful to each and every 
one of the wonderfully generous people 
listed.  If you are one of the listed donors, 
the simple words here cannot thank you 
enough.   You are why we exist, why we 
can touch so many lives, create changes in 
bodies, minds, and spirits, and, most of all, 
make smiles and belly laughs of pure joy 
happen.                   
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Executive Director’s Update

Inside . . . 
Everyone who is connected in any way 

to the Harold and Kay Peplau Therapeutic 
Riding Center is still in awe of our beautiful 
farm.  This is truly a home for all of us, a 
place where everyone can feel comfortable 
so that they can learn to the best of their 
ability.  Over the last two years, the staff 
and board have done a commendable job 
of stabilizing our existing programming 
while taking the steps required so that 
we can now work on moving forward and 
growing.    

Although regular classes were on break 
from mid-December until mid-February, 
we were not idle.  Continuing education 
classes were offered for volunteers, Wait 
List riders were evaluated, volunteer 
riding lessons were on-going, and private 
lessons for independent riders took 
place.  We have made several purchases 
of much needed equipment for facility 
maintenance as well.  (See the TRI Tales 
article for an update from Fabulous Fable, 
our Field Reporter.)

Sigbjorn and Jan showing off their winter “coats.”

Continued on page 2
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Early Bird session began in February 
and we had a bumper crowd of riders, 
including some new riders.   Many more 
new riders will be joining us this year as 
we continue to whittle down our Wait 
List.  That dreaded list is now as small as it 
has ever been with as short a turn-around 
time as we’ve ever had.  Since calls from 
potential riders come in every day, I can’t 
quote actual numbers.  Our Wait List 
proves that TRI’s services are valued by 
the community, and it is very gratifying to 
know that, with our new facility, we can 
serve even more children and adults in so 
many ways.   

There are exciting new things in store 
for TRI this year.  We have been “furiously 
fundraising” to make sure that ALL of our 
programs, whether existing or new, receive 
funding this year. 

I am very excited to introduce to you 
our pilot program for 2013:  “Therapeutic 
Riding, Inc. Camp 2013” is being planned 
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for the month of August, with three separate 
weeks of camp for three different age groups 
of our current riders.  Our campers will 
explore the farm, build friendships, and have 
fun with horses!  If the pilot goes well this 
year, we plan to open it up to the community 
in future years.  This is a new adventure for 
TRI and we are all looking forward to it.  Hold 
on tight for as soon as we know we have the 
funding, we will let all of you know how to 
register!

Also on our agenda is the continuation 
and growth of last year’s pilot program 
- “Day at the Farm”.  This program offers 
a sensory tour, Horse Facts classes, 
hands-on experiences with horses, and of 
course, riding!   We have been working on 
partnerships with several local agencies 
so that we can offer our equine assisted 
activities to their clients. Groups can come 
out for a day or make TRI part of their 
regular services.  

There are several new program ideas 
in development so stayed tuned.   (Does 
anyone out there know how to develop a 
run, walk and/or bike-a-thon at TRI?)  Of 
course, if you have an idea for us to consider, 
contact Jan or Ann for a meeting time.  Just so 
you know, the idea person will probably have to 
chair that committee……

TRI’s First Annual “Boots, Brews, & BBQ” will 
be October 26, 2013 at TRI.  There will be plenty 
of yummy food, a chance to kick up your heels 
dancing, and fun - all to raise critical funds for 
TRI.  The arena will be converted into a dance 
floor for line dancing and other western-themed 
boot scootin’ so you had better start looking 
for your western boots, cowboy hats, and fancy 
outfits.  Think bling, pardners.  (Our Kentucky 
Derby Gala will return in 2014).

The word bittersweet comes to mind as I tell 
you that our Wednesday night instructor, Jessica 
Moore, will no longer be teaching with us.  Her 
riders and volunteers shed many tears when it 
was announced at the end of Fall Session 2012.  
Jessica is a very talented instructor and has a 
truly special way with her riders.  Her kind and 
gentle spirit has endeared her to all of us.  

Jessica is Program Director at her home 
program, Banbury Cross Equestrian Center in 
Oxford, Michigan.  Her hours there have been 
expanded and she will be closer to home and 

heart with husband Jon and daughter Chloe.   
Jess and I have plans that may bring her back to 
us for daytime programming – but you will have 
to wait for “more later” on that one!  We love 
you, Jess, and already miss you terribly. 

Jen Beyer will be taking over Jessica’s 
Wednesday night teaching position.  Jen is 
well known by the Wednesday volunteers and 
riders as she has worked with Jess for several 
years as her Tack Coordinator.  Jen is an expert 
horsewoman, experienced instructor, and most 
of all, has a heart committed to TRI.

Grooming crews get ready – get your rubber 
boots on and get ready to bathe horses, 
condition tails, and scrape horse hair out of the 
drains of the wash racks!  Yick.  If you would love 
to help us spring clean the barn, by all means call 
me.  I know there must be someone out there 
who loves to clean stall windows and bars and 
peel dust off everything!  

Happy Spring everyone, and welcome back!
Jan  

Jan Vescelius – 
Executive Director, Program Director, Head Instructor

Executive Director’s Update - Continued from page 1

Jessica with Instructor-In-Training Chloe!
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A Loud Whinny of Thanks to . . .
What is the appropriate gift for a tenth anniversary?  Well, if you are 
The Glancy Foundation, you celebrate your tenth year of supporting 
TRI by adopting a horse.  They have adopted Garuda for 2013, 
underwriting all the costs associated with his care.  We are very 
grateful to The Glancy Foundation, not only for this very generous gift, 
but also for being stalwart supporters of our program for the last ten 
years, and for sharing Jody Glancy Scott with us.  Jody is one of the 
directors at The Glancy Foundation, a longtime volunteer with TRI, 
and our current board President.  Thank you for being there for us!

Two other longtime, generous supporters of TRI are Ruth Schekter 
and Bill Zirinsky.  They established “The Sam and Juliana Zirinsky 
Memorial Scholarship Fund” in honor of their children, Sam and 
Juliana, who were both riders at TRI.  Bill and Ruth donate to 
the scholarship fund each year to ensure that no rider who could 
benefit from TRI is turned away because of financial reasons.  Their 
thoughtfulness is much appreciated by the many riders who request 
scholarship assistance.  They also allowed us to use scholarship funds 
to help bring a group of children from the Greater Detroit Agency for 
the Blind and Visually Impaired for a visit they couldn’t otherwise have 
afforded.  Sam and Juliana would definitely have approved.

Juliana Zirinsky riding Star with her parents Bill Zirinsky 
and Ruth Schekter, her sister Leela, and her sidewalker 
Carrie Ashton

TRI Test - 
Answers on 
page 10

True or False:  A horse can see 
better at night than a human. 

What does “floating a horse’s 
teeth” mean? And for extra 
points - why is it done? 

On a horse, where can a cannon 
be found?

What part of a horse shares its 
name with a familiar amphibian?

1.

2.

3.

4.

TRI is proud to announce our 2013 board of directors.  We extend 
our sincere thanks to our board for their dedication to our mission 
and for their vision in sustaining and growing our program. Our staff, 
riders, and volunteers value and appreciate their leadership and 
guidance.         

President:   Jody Glancy Scott  
 
Vice President:   William Wood  
 
Treasurer:   Marcia Mullen    
 
Secretary:   Adrienne Nemura    
 
Directors:  
Richard Carlisle, Nan Couyoumjian, Bob Donnellan,
Sally Grace, Jake Haas, Mark Holloway

Ex-Officio Directors:  
Debbie Morgan, 4H program coordinator; Jan Vescelius
   
Board Fellow:  Layne Scherer 

 

2013 Board of Directors

Thank you to the TRI 2012 board of directors for your 
service. We made great strides in 2012; we couldn’t have 
done it without you.  

Several of the questions in this edition 
of the TRI Test have appeared on our 
Facebook page.  If you want to stay up 
to date on TRI happenings, and have 
an advantage on future TRI Tests, 
check us out at https://www.facebook.com/
therapeutic.riding.inc and be sure to 
Like us!
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In each issue of our newsletter, 
we introduce you to a rider and a 
volunteer.  We are combining the two 
into one article this issue, as they 
come as a package deal, one of several 
mother/daughter combinations at TRI.  
First, we want you to meet Aleisha 
Kuznicki, to learn what TRI means to 
her, and to hear how important it is 
in her life. Every donation we receive 
helps to make it possible for us to 
provide Aleisha and all of our riders 
with an amazing experience.  Then 
we will introduce you to Lisa Kuznicki, 
who wears the very special “Mom 
Sidewalker” hat each week when she 
joins Aleisha in the arena for her lesson.

We often refer to our riders and 
volunteers as being part of our “TRI 
Family”.  Aleisha Kuznicki, the rider 
in this issue’s spotlight is a perfect 
example of this in more than one way.  
Yes, she is a longtime rider with TRI – 
this is her 5th year with us – but one 
of her sidewalkers truly IS family.  Her 
mom, Lisa, heads out into the arena 
each week, having as much fun as 
Aleisha as they work with her other 
volunteers – leader Kitty Burkhart and 
sidewalker Mary Ann Schrock Hoffman.  

Lisa told us a little about Aleisha and 
why TRI is so special to her.

Aleisha was diagnosed with Global 
Hypotonia (low muscle tone all 
over) when she was about 4 months 
old.  Currently, they diagnose her 
as having CP (cerebral palsy).  We 
basically say that her muscles aren’t 
as strong as most people’s and that is 
why she needs help to walk and talk.  

Rider/Volunteer 
Spotlight

Looking for ways to help 
Aleisha’s muscles get 
stronger brought the 
Kuznickis’ to TRI.

Riding at TRI has really 
helped Aleisha with her 
trunk and core strength 
and control.  Aleisha’s legs 
also benefit from riding by 
getting the tone in them 
evened out.  TRI provides 
a nice social opportunity 
for Aleisha.  She has met 
different kids that she 
doesn’t go to school with as 
well as the friendly TRI staff 
and volunteers. 
 

Of course, I had to find out what 
Aleisha loves most about TRI.  Lisa 
asked her and reported back the 
following:

Following directions (especially the 
warm up exercises).  She feels really 
proud when she can complete the 
directions that (her instructor) has 
given.

The trot (Aleisha is all about the 
adrenaline rush that the speed of the 
trot gives her.)

The social time (She loves to see her 
TRI friends and horses.  She enjoys 
leaving the horses a carrot in their 
buckets.) 

I can vouch for how much Aleisha loves 
the social time.  One evening last year, 
Aleisha and three of her TRI friends and 
their moms had a picnic on our front 
lawn and spent most of the evening 
hanging out together, making time for 
their riding lessons in between cookies!

Aleisha enjoying her lesson on Maizy, with 
(from l to r) Mary Ann Schrock-Hoffman, 
mom Lisa, and (hidden) Kitty Burkhart

When she’s not indulging in her “need 
for speed” and challenging herself 
at TRI, Aleisha loves school (she will 
be going into sixth grade this year), 
reading, working on the computer, and 
shopping for a new outfit at Justice.  
She enjoys being a Girl Scout, has gone 
downhill skiing a few times, (there’s 
that need for speed again!) and loves 
the roller coasters at Walt Disney World 
(are you sensing a trend here?).   

As I mentioned earlier, Aleisha’s mom 
Lisa has been one of her sidewalkers 
since she first started riding with us 
in 2008.  What makes Lisa leave the 
warmth and comfort of the observation 
area to walk alongside her daughter 
every week?

I love to share in her riding experience 
by being a sidewalker.  (The rest of 
the family sits in the viewing area and 
waves to us as we walk by.)  One of 
my favorite parts of the riding session 
is actually when Aleisha dismounts 

-

-

-
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and she has the opportunity to stroke 
the horse on the head and I can really 
see the connection and love between 
rider and horse. 

Jan (Vescelius, Executive Director) 
has done a great job every year 
of matching Aleisha with a horse.  
Aleisha first rode Miss Hannah, who 
we both just loved.  Hannah was so 
sweet with Aleisha; you could really 
see in her eyes that she and Aleisha 
had a special bond.  The horse that 
Aleisha has bonded with now is 
Maizy.  This is a spirited match as 
well, as both the horse and rider can 
be divas!! 

Several of our riders at TRI don’t 
settle for just participating in 
the sport of horseback riding.  
We have many well-rounded 
athletes here.  Kaitlin Barrett-Huff 
has been riding with us since 
2011 and she often comes to 
her classes already sweaty 
and warmed up as she plays 
basketball before she comes to 
TRI.  She told me that she has 
played for three years on the 
“Michigan Rollin’ Pistons”.  She 
is in the Prep division (13 and 
under) and, while she doesn’t 
have a set position that she 
plays, she likes playing defense 
best.

While Kaitlin loves her riding 
lessons, she does on occasion have to miss class in order to do something very 
special – travel to basketball tournaments.  She has been to Grand Rapids, MI, 
Huntington, IN, Ft. Wayne, IN and several cities in Ohio for games. This year, she 
will travel to Rockford, IL.  Kaitlin’s mom Beth says that they spend the weekend 
when they go to tournaments and stay at a hotel, which Kaitlin really likes.  She 
also likes hanging out with her teammates and meeting new people.

I’m not saying that Kaitlin is competitive or anything but the first year that she 
played, her team was runner up at two tournaments and she won a trophy and a 
medal. She was very excited to win both!  This year Kaitlin made her first baskets 
at practice. She made four baskets!  She is now making more baskets at every 
practice and looks forward to scoring in a game!  Sigh, I can’t even make a basket 
in the arena basketball hoop if I’m sitting up on Ella (our big Percheron mare!)

Congratulations, Kaitlin, and have a great season!

Michigan Rollin’ Pistons Player Kaitlin Barrett-Huff

Pistons Player 
Also a Rider 
at TRI

Continued from page 4Spotlight

Aleisha celebrating a great lesson 
on Maizy with mom Lisa 

Lisa also is very grateful to Aleisha’s 
other two volunteers.  Mary Ann 
Schrock-Hoffman (sidewalker) and Kitty 
Burkhart (horse leader) have been with 
her since she began with us.  Watching 
the four of them in the arena, you can 
tell they are all having a great time and 
enjoying themselves.  There is always 
a lot of giggling and laughing going 
on.  It is a beautiful example of what 
our Executive Director, Jan Vescelius, 
referred to in her article when she said 
TRI “creates changes in bodies, minds, 
and spirits, and, most of all, makes 
smiles and belly laughs of pure joy 
happen.”  Thank you for being part of 
our TRI Family, Aleisha and Lisa!

Tracy Boyle – 
Volunteer Coordinator, Office Manager, 
Instructor, and Newsletter Editor
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We’ve Got Mail!

In this issue of the newsletter, we 
are honored to list all the many 
wonderful individuals, businesses, 
and foundations that support TRI and 
our riders.  We are so thankful for the 
generous financial support we receive 
for our program.  To recognize donors 
who contribute $5,000 or more, we 
installed a new donor recognition 
display board in our lobby.  All who 
donate at this level will receive a 
custom donor panel that will be 
displayed on the board for one year.  

Many thanks to Tim Foley (rider Dan 
Foley’s dad) of Sign and Art, Inc. for 
creating the board and donating the 
installation. 

Robert Graham smiling with 
pride as his mom Debita 
Graham shows off her new 
skill - 2-point!  Meanwhile, 
Hey Dobbs! wonders  “Um, 
Robert - what are you doing 
down there and not on my 
back?”

New! Donor 
Recognition Board

One of the very rewarding aspects of working in 
the TRI office is reading emails we receive from 
riders, volunteers, and families, telling us about 
their experiences.  We recently received this email 
from longtime volunteer Debita Graham.  Debita 
is not only a sidewalker working in the arena with 
our riders, but she has also helped with projects 
like stripping and refinishing all the floors in 
the front building.  Oh, and she is Mom to rider 
Robert Graham.

During our winter break, we offered riding lessons 
to our volunteers.  Debita – a complete beginner 
when it comes to horseback riding – has been 
taking lessons on Robert’s horse, Hey Dobbs!  
Robert is quite the accomplished rider and now 
rides independently.  Read what Debita said after 
her first lesson!

Debita, thank you for sharing those heartfelt words with us, and for giving 
us permission to share them with our newsletter readers.  You and Robert 
are very special to us and we are so glad you are enjoying your lessons.  Now 
about that 2-point….!

Thank you thank you thank you thank you!!!!!!

Yesterday evening was a blast!  

Just like all of my time spent at TRI, the struggles in my life were 
vanquished from my head - but this time they left my whole body!

Robert thought it was pretty awesome too.  The whole car ride 
home he was reviewing with me how to ride Dobbs - with great 
gestures and emphatic “whoa’s”.  He said “mom no 2-point” 
several times with a big smile.  (Thanks, Robert, I was hoping you 
would not notice that part.) When we walked in our house, he 
immediately got the picture of him riding Dobbs and took it to 
his sister and told her about “mom - Dobbs” and told her stories 
about what he saw.  Of course including the “mom no 2-point”.

I simply do not know what Robert and I would do without all of 
you.  (and I mean all - the volunteers, parents, riders, horses, Jan, 
Tracy.......)

I respect and love you all and cherish everything that you share 
with Robert and me.

in peace,
dg
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Isn’t it beautiful!

Happy New Year everyone.  It has been 
a busy few months since I spoke with 
you last so I will try to catch you up on 
events at the farm.

My most exciting news is that I 
have brought in a new trainee.  It is 
my pleasure to introduce “Sugar” to 
you all.  Sugar is a 13 year old, 14.1hh 
bay Arab/something mare.  Last fall, 
I heard through the equine-vine that 
the wonderful people in the Cruelty 
Investigation Department at the 
Humane Society of Huron Valley (HSHV) 
had rescued some horses from very 
bad conditions.  My source told me that 
there might be a horse there that would 
be interested in working with us at TRI.  
I sent Jan Vescelius (Executive Director) 
and Jody Glancy Scott (President) to 
look into it for me.  As soon as they saw 
her, they knew Sugar had the potential 
to be part of our equine staff so they 
brought her back to TRI.

Since she joined us at the beginning 
of December, I have been working 
closely with Jan and Jeremy Sintic 
(Barn Manager) to safely bring her 
weight back up (she was very skinny), 
address certain health issues, and 
begin to rebuild her strength.  Jen 
Beyer (Instructor – see Jan’s article 
for more about her) has been working 
under my direction on an exercise and 

conditioning program 
for Sugar.  

I can’t repeat some 
of the stories that 
Sugar has told me 
about her former 
life, but it makes me 
very grateful for the 
wonderful humans we 
have here at TRI, as 
well as those at HSHV 
who rescued Sugar and 
all her equine friends.  
Even with all she’s 
been through, Sugar 
remains a credit to her 
name.  Her sweet face 
and gentle eyes have won 
the hearts of all who have met her.  One 
volunteer was so touched by Sugar’s 
story that she adopted her for the next 
year.

It will be a little while before Sugar 
can begin working with riders.  I want 
to make sure she is strong and healthy 
first.  But I look forward to seeing her 
out there in the arena, proud in her 
new role as a TRI equine instructor.

I have also hired a new human 
employee.  You have heard me mention 
Bruce Robinson before.  He has been 
helping Jan and Jeremy with many 

projects around the farm.  I decided 
that it would be good to have him 
on staff, in charge of the various 
maintenance and improvements 
involved in running a busy program like 
ours.  He has spent a productive winter 
working on fixing the pasture waterers 
that broke – in the coldest weather of 
course - , installing a new light at the 
back of the barn, helping to install the 
new donor board (see the article about 
that – it’s very beautiful), and many 
other things.  Welcome to the staff, 
Bruce.

Now they say that diamonds are 
a girl’s best friend.  Well, heavy 
equipment is THIS mare’s best friend.  
In September 2012, our good friends 
Gordon and Linda Kummer at The 
Lloyd and Mabel Johnson Foundation 
donated $25,000 for Jan and me to 
use to purchase items on our wish list.  

Instructor Jen Beyer long lining Sugar

Continued on page 8

TRI Tales- A Regular Feature, 
From Fabulous Fable, Your Field Reporter
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Message from a TRI Family 

We have been carefully shopping and 
recently made three purchases:  a 2001 
Bobcat, a 2013 Little Wonder vacuum, 
and a farm-sized compressor.  I have 
ordered a new bucket to be installed 
on the Bobcat to make it even more 
useful.  The vacuum has been a great 
improvement over our current leaf 
blower when it comes to cleaning the 
barn aisles each day.  Our heartfelt 
thanks again to the Lloyd and Mabel 
Johnson Foundation for their amazing 
generosity and support.

By the time you read this, Early Bird 
Session will be well under way.  While 
the horses have enjoyed their break, 
I know they have been missing their 
riders and are eager to see everyone 
again.   I am also looking forward to 
getting back into the arena.   I have 
a brand new rider named Rory who 
I can’t wait to meet.  Of course, with 
planning for Therapeutic Riding, Inc. 
Camp 2013, working with the Boots, 
Brews, & BBQ steering committee, 
training Sugar, and supervising Jan, 
Jeremy, and Bruce, being in the arena 
is often a much appreciated break for 
me!

See you at the farm,

Fabulous Fable, Your Field Reporter

What a team!  
Simon and Hey Dobbs! 
showing how it’s done.

Continued from page 7TRI Tales

This winter break was Simon’s first chance to do 
some extra individual lessons with Jan. It was a 
great opportunity to work on specific areas of 
his riding. In particular, for Simon, he worked on 
sending precise body signals to Dobbs (although 
sometimes I think that Dobbs can read minds). It 
also helped tackle one of the major problems in 
physical therapy (and therapeutic riding), gaps 
between sessions. Hopefully, all the stretching 
from the extra lessons will ease the transition 
pains going into the next session.  Our heartfelt 
thanks to Jan and Tracy for being available for 
this!

Richard and Yi Keep, parents to rider Simon
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This issue of our newsletter is dedicated to all the donors 
who contributed to our program during 2012.  We want to 
give a very special round of applause to our “Helping Hands 
2012” donors.  TRI’s Helping Hands campaign is designed to 
develop and sustain a leadership corps of donors who give 
at the $1,000 and above level.  These donations provide 
critical programmatic support.  

Our heartfelt thanks to our 2012 Helping Hands donors:
• Don Butcher 
• Jeannie and Ken Colling -  in memory of Beth Smiley
• Nan Couyoumjian  
• Judy and Steve Dobson 
• Larry and Sally Grace 
• Jake and Anne Haas 
• Nancy Kirkpatrick
• R. Charles Larlham – in memory of Laura Larlham
• Judy and Larry Macklem  

We Couldn’t Do This Without . . .

• Dr. Gary and Mary McClusky
• Erin McKean – in memory of Joan Boyle
• Tim and Kathy Norton
• Neil and Anita Paolella
• Andra Rudershausen
• Lynne Sweet
• Rusty Towers 
• World Heritage Foundation - Prechter Family Fund 
• Cynthia Zirinsky 

If you would like to join this wonderful group of people, 
please consider donating to our 2013 Helping Hands 
Campaign.  The mailing will go out in May, but you don’t 
have to wait until then to give us a “Hand”.  Simply visit our 
website at http://therapeuticridinginc.org and go to the 
Donate tab.  Click on Helping Hands and know that your 
donation will help ensure our riders continue to receive the 
high quality programming they expect and deserve.

TRI Board Fellow Layne Scherer

TRI and U of M 
A Non-Profit Partnership

In fall 2012, TRI’s board of directors 
gained Layne Scherer as a Board Fellow 
through the University of Michigan’s 
Nonprofit and Public Management 
Center (NPM). The Board Fellowship 
Program places graduate students 
from the schools of business, public 
policy, and social work on nonprofit 
governing boards to foster community 
involvement through a practical 
leadership experience. Since 2003, 
NPM has placed over 400 Board Fellows 
with 158 nonprofit organizations such 
as the Ann Arbor Area Community 
Foundation, the Detroit Institute of 
Art, Ozone House, and the Southeast 
Michigan Land Conservancy. 

NPM selects Board Fellows for their 
academic and professional excellence, 
understanding of community needs, 
and commitment to the nonprofit 
sector. Over the course of an academic 
year, the Board Fellows apply their skills 

to a board-level project that allows 
them to engage with the challenges 
and issues governing boards must 
address. Board projects have included 
strategic planning, cost-benefit 
analyses, and marketing campaigns. 

As TRI’s Board Fellow, Layne has 
been working with Jody Glancy 
Scott, President of the board, and Jan 
Vescelius, Executive Director, to build 
surveys for TRI’s riders and families, 
volunteers, and donors. In preparation 
for building the surveys, Layne has 
observed classes, attended board 
meetings, and conducted research 
on top therapeutic riding groups and 
leading nonprofits to create a list 
of best practices in the field. These 
surveys will help TRI’s board take a 
snapshot of their organization that 
has grown so much since moving to 
the new facilities in 2010. The results 
will help the board reflect on TRI’s 

development and provide a guidepost 
in planning for the future.

Layne is a first year masters student 
at the Ford School of Public Policy. 
A native to southeast Michigan and 
a former competitor on the local 
equestrian circuit, she graduated from 
U of M in 2008 with a B.A. in English 
and the history of art. Her dedication 

Continued on page 10
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for the nonprofit field grew from her 
participation in U of M’s Development 
Summer Internship Program and 
her internship with the Max M. and 
Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation. After 
graduation, she worked as a fundraiser 
and grant writer in Washington, D.C. 
at Public Citizen, Defenders of Wildlife, 
and the Woodrow Wilson International 
Center for Scholars.

Bruce Robinson staffing our table at Whole Foods Market

Whole Foods Market Donates 5% of Sales
Whole Foods Market on Washtenaw Avenue 
generously donated 5% of their sales on January 
10, 2013 to TRI’s Sam and Juliana Zirinsky 
Memorial Scholarship Fund. The donation of 
$5,005.90 will directly support our riders and 
ensure that finances are never a barrier to 
participation in TRI programs.    

We appreciate the efforts of all of the 
volunteers, board of directors members, staff, 
riders, and their families who helped us spread 
the word and all those who came to shop at Whole Foods Market for TRI’s 5% 
Community Support Day. We spotted a lot of friendly TRI faces in the store.  
Special thanks to Sally Grace, Dave Jessen, Marcia Mullen, and Bruce Robinson 
for donating your time to staff our table for this event. 

 A huge thank you is extended to Whole Foods Market for this incredible 
opportunity and for their partnership.        

http://www.wholefoodsmarket.com/whole-foods-market

Continued from page 9
Partnership

TRI Test - Answers
Test on 
page 3

True - however, it takes a horse’s 
eyes longer to adjust from light to 
dark and from dark to light than a 
human’s.

No boats involved here.  Floating 
is the horse equivalent of going 
to the dentist. The veterinarian 
uses tools to file down hooks and 
uneven ridges so the horses can 
grind their teeth. They grind their 
food and if their bite is uneven, it 
makes it hard to grind properly.  
And yes, most horses enjoy their 
dental visits about as much as 
most kids do! 

No, our horses aren’t involved 
in civil war reenactments.  The 
cannon bone is the bone beneath 
the knees on the horse’s front 
legs – the equine equivalent of 
our tibia.

The frog is a part of a horse’s 
hoof.  It is triangular in shape, 
and covers about a quarter of 
the bottom of the hoof, from the 
heels mid-way to the toe.  It acts 
as a shock absorber and plays 
an important part in the horse’s 
circulatory system, pumping 
blood back up the leg every time 
the horse takes a step.  But, no, it 
does not say “Ribbit!”

1.

2.

3.

4.
If you would like to receive this newsletter 

via e-mail or would like to be removed 

from the mailing list, please contact us at 

734-677-0303 or 

therapeuticriding@earthlink.net
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It is through the support of our 
community members and businesses, 
year after year, that TRI is able to serve 
our riders, care for our horses, and 
maintain our facility.  We recognize 
and thank our donors below, and are 
grateful for their generous donations 
received between January 1, 2012 and 
December 31, 2012.  

Your gift is very important to us.  If 
your name is misspelled, omitted, 
or incorrectly listed, please contact 
us at 734-677-0303, or by email at 
therapeuticriding@earthlink.net.

Individual Giving for 2012

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous Donors
Ruth Roby Glancy
Ruth Schekter and Bill Zirinsky

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous Donors
Dr. David and Martha Bloom 
Don Butcher  
Jeannie and Ken Colling
Karl and Nan Couyoumjian
Dan Bahls and Carolyn Dekker
Judy and Steve Dobson
David and Jo-Anna Featherman
Peter and Patty Fink
Larry and Sally Grace 
Debita and Robert Graham
Jake and Anne Haas
Nancy Kirkpatrick
Sarah Krein
Charles Larlham
Judy and Larry Macklem

Annual Donor Recognition Report 2012
Dr. Gary and Mary McClusky
Erin McKean
Adrienne Nemura
Tim and Kathy Norton
Neil and Anita Paolella
Andra Rudershausen
Lynne Sweet
Rusty Towers
United Way Supporters
Cynthia Zirinsky

Dressage - $500 - $999
Anonymous Donors
Jean and Tom Beyer
Skiles Boyd
Howard and Anne Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Holmes
Michael and Diane Leoni
Anne and Bill McNally
Pam Graham and Basil Moucoulis
Marcia and Mark Mullen
Jennifer Poteat
Bonnie Purkey
MariKay and Chuck Savatsky
Anne and Mark Schmidt
Mary Ann Schrock-Hoffman
Mary Spires, MD
Pam and Bill Wood
Carol Zalek

Canter - $250 - $499
Anonymous Donors
Becky and Rick Altschuler
Dori Bilik
Susan and Keith Brown 
Kitty Burkhart
Dick and Barb Carlisle
Patti Dobbs
Paula Evers 
Kate Ginman
Katy and Woody Held 
Mary and Kent Johnson
Divina Moro and David Lupu
Yvonne Manber
Gary Sundermann and Marilyn Mitchell

Louise and Jim Moore
Ken and Joanne Pawenski
Douglas and Mariel Peck
Dale and Cheri Poplin 
Cynthia Pulford
Littia Royal 
Peter and Annette Schork
Marina Seeman
Richard H. Shackson 
TengHua and Lie Shine Shieh
Janet Sibbold
Natalie and Edward Surovell
Elizabeth Veach
Howard and Judith Weinblatt

Trot-On - $100 - $249
Anonymous Donors
Bev and John Alexander
Erika Powers and Jeffrey Appelt 
Betty Beal
Michelle Beal
Stan Beal
Gen. and Mrs. J.L. Berger
Ralph and Isabel Boehnke
Bill and Marti Boitos
Kathe Bowen
Soncea Braden-McCann
Shirley and Louis Brenner
Clark and Heather Brigger
Peter Brown
Don and Sharon Calbert
Shirley Calcaterra
Joan and Gene Carpentier
Tim Carpentier
Rob and Kristin Casalou
Gloria Jerro and Robert Ceppos
Suzanne and Rich Ceppos
Cheryl Chevalier
Rick Collman
Kris and Chuck Covington
Diane Cupps
Turgay Dabak
Brian Dantas
Christine and William Deacon
Rita Denby
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Don and Tish Dersnah
Debra Dodd
Stan and Kristi Dolot
Andrea Kotch Duda
Peggy A. and Paul E. Dufault
Bruce and Cheryl Elliott
Patricia and Todd Fokken
Shari Fox
Lea Franco 
Melody Grieves
Jim and Penny Griffith
Peggy Hagans
Suzannah, Kevin, Jenna, and Jay Hardy
Eric and Kelly Head
Ron Heames
Jennifer and Jim Heater
Ron and Marilyn Henige
Mary Everista Hommel
Kimberly and David Huxhold
Taylor and Charlene Jacobson
Claire Jennings
Dana Jones
Diane and Gregory Karageozian
Joanna, Jim, Jay and Jillian Kastely
Sally and David Kennedy
George and Karen Keutgen
Keith Kim
Louis and Delphine Kish
Hermine R. Klingler
Alex and Bev Klooster
Lisa Kuznicki
Ann and James Langenfeld
Nancy J. Moncrieff and Edward LeBaron
Wendy and Lawrence Lemke
John Leoni
Pam and Bruce Litchford
Jane and John Lumm
Stephanie Luther
Josephine Manber
Kirsten Parr-Matthews and Darwin Matthews
Patrick and Jen McAllister
Griff and Pat McDonald
Maureen McDonnell
Kathy and James Ashton Miller 
Maryanna and Chris Morley
George and Kerry Mychaliska
Ken and Betsy Nisbet
Mike and Judy Nold
William and Janet Oleson
Kris and Bob Oliver

Donna and Jeff Omichinski
Finola and Jim Pommerich
Robert Redies
Lynne Macnee and Pat and Andy Ringwall
Kim Roberts
P.V. and Mark Roby
Michael McIntosh and Lisa Russo
Mel and Karen Sanchez
Bob Sasena
Edward Serzo
Elinor and James Sevick
Kathleen and Bob Shipley
Barbara Smiley
Yvonne May and Allen Smith
Ruth Stein
Debra Stevens
Stephen and Gayle Stewart
Clifton Stone
Rev. Dr. Ruth Strang
Jerry and Carole Sweet
Louise Taylor
Victor Thompson
Jill Van Doornik
Laurie and Timothy Wadhams
The Watler Family
Neil Weissman
Lyndon Welch
Kathy White
Russ and Katie Woolery
Lillian Wooley 
Joe and Michele Zdanowski

 
Walk-On - $1 - $99

Anonymous Donors
Jane Akin
Nancy Allen
Diane Ardner
Carrie Ashton
Jill Atchley
Stephany Aulenback
Abby Austin
Maureen Bachert
Sue Baker
Katilin Barrett-Huff
Matt Bell
Carol Belland
Jane Belland
Leann Belland
Cheryl Benedict
Janice Berry
Terri Bertalan
Regina Beyersdorf
Kathleen Bialecki
David and Ann Birkenmeyer
Sarah Boelter

Linda Bolton
Jessica Bomarito
Hassiba and Djamel Bouzit
Barbara Bradley
Katie Brigger
Victoria Brigger
Scott J. Brown
Dana Buckley
Holly Buckley
Michael Burch
Chris Caminsky
Brent and Valerie Carey
Mike and Beverly Carpentier
Kathy Carrigan
Susan Caumartin
Wayne Chinnery
Robert Chizek
Kerry Clucas
Franco Rocco Coe
Isabelle Coe
Shirley Coebeck
Annette Collings
Debbie Colon
Angela Cook
Gregory and Rebekah Cook 
Susan Copley
Debbie and William Costello
Shermanita Cotton
Minh Cruz, MD
Karen Cymbola
Christine and Bob Dailey
Diane Dailey
Brian Dantas
Barb Davidson
Jane Davis
Bob and Marjorie Deacon
Peter Deacon
Tim and Caroline Deacon
Tom and Pattie Deacon
Michelle Mullens and Gregory DeGraff
Aaron and Stephanie Dersnah
Lori Diacono
Donna Doleman
Thad Dombrowsky
Brian Dunn
Brinna Dunn
Paula Dunn
Thomas and Joyce Durham
Joe and Jan Eadie
Trudy A. Eck
Joe Eisenberg
Roger Espinosa
Deb and Joe Evans
Linda Everett
The Everett Wollard Family 
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Susan and George Fee
Laura Fenger
William Ferro
Don Fillion
David and Judy Flanders
John and Lois Flanders
Colleen and Tim Foley
Carol Franz
Meryn Frey
Diane Frisby
Joanie Fulcher
Donna Gallant
Marty Gargaro
Amy Gargas
Angie, John, and Jack Gielow
John Gielow
Margaret Gleeson
Deborah Grady
Barbara Grant
Janet Hale
Rick and Karen Hannah
Kathy and Larry Haraway 
Heidi Hargesheimer
Venus Harris
Anne Haven
Jane Hayes
Dorothy Henry
Betty and Wayne Herron 
Gina Hillard
Sandra Hoger
Mrs. Denise A. Hostetter
Melissa and Christopher House
Kirby Hudgins
Dr. and Mrs. Harry Huff
Van Robert and Jill Hunsberger
Jeffrey Hunt
Lindsay Hunter
Mohamed Ishmael
Pamela Ishmael
Sheryl Jacobs
Jaclyn Jemc
Greg Johnson
Marilyn Johnston
Norma Johnston
Karen Kavanaugh
Yi and Richard Keep
Charles Kelly
Robert Kelly
Beth Colaner Kenney
Tess Kirby
Bob and Joanne Kirkpatrick
Mary Klitz
Joseph and Diane Kruliski
Mike and Trish Kunnath 
Steven Daut and Susan Lackey

Karen Laitur
Elizabeth Larin
Jeanne Lawton
The Lay Family
Wendy Fry and Constantine Lekas
The Leonard Family
Stephanie Linn
Lois Litchford
Michelle Ludwig
Shannon and Dave Luhrs
Sally Lunn
Alan MacDavitt
Alex MacKendrick
Margaret MacKinnon
Naifa Mansour
Saaid Mansour
Diana Marsh
Liz Marsh
Mary Jo and Richard Marsh
Diane Martino
Fred Matthaei
Jean Matthews
Catherine Matuza
Thelma McCallum
Karen McConnell
Amanda Spitz McLaren
Walter Meiers
Eileen Melman
Charmaine Mendyk
Amy Merkle
John and Dianne Miefert
Marianna Miefert
Michael and Elizabeth Miller
Ann Moore
Janet Moore
Dr. Nesha Naniff
Barbara and Ron Nemura
James Nicholas
Denise and Tom Nowatzke
Adrienne and Mark O’Brien
Mary Ott 
Dennis and Janis Pardeik
Kelly Parkinson
Michael Parrish
Patricia Parsons
Debbie Pawenski
Rachel Pedraza
Brenda Perkins
Renee Peters
James and Lorey Phillips
Jen Piche
Nancy Pickus
Lorna Pinson
The Piper Family
Vlondia Portis

John Pottow
Nancy Powell
Michelle Quarton
Jen Reel
Seymour Remen
Bob and Jan Resch
Paul Richards
Lynette Richardson
Elizabeth Roberts
Brenda and Bob Romig-Fox
Therese and Brad Roth
Wayne Rugenstein
Carolyn Ryan
Donna Scaravelli
Karen Schop
Carol Schreck
Steven Schwartz
Jody Glancy Scott
Peter Scott
Bertie See
Joanne Shellie
Michael and Kathleen Shields
Robert Simmons
Mari Sims
Shane Sirles
Allison Smith
Bob Smith
Gail Smith
Robert Smith
Vicky Smith
Mark Spahr
Albert Steele
Christopher Stefani
Maureen Stefani
Thomas Steinman
Rebecca Stone
Sue Ellen and Albert M. Straub
Jeri Rosenberg and Victor Strecher
Betty Stremich
Melissa Struk
Julia Swanson
Marianne Swatosh
Jansen Sweeney
Patrick and Donna Sweeney
Jim Peggs and Peg Talburtt
Susan Tarpley
Deborah S. Tassie
Pamela Thrower
Jessica Tidwell
Jeff and Margo Tish
Jim and Susan Tish
John and Jean Tish
Kristen Tomey
Katherine Ulrich
Sara Urizar
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Carol Van Curler
Danny and Tonya Vasquez
Joyce Vivirski
Lowell and Ginny Walker
Gary and Sally Wallace
Susan Watrous
Christine Watson
Larry Wells
Doug Swatosh and Angelene Welton
Susan Westhoff
Pat Whitworth
David and Anne Marie Wiegmann
Larry Williams
Vanessa Williams
Sally Wingle
Judith Wismont
Ann and Steve Zalek
Evan Zalek
Susan Zaroni
Krista Zdanowski

Corporate, Foundation, and 
Service Organization Donors
TRI is truly grateful to the following 
Corporations, Foundations, and Service 
Organizations for their support.

 
Corporate Donors

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
 
Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999

Ann Arbor State Bank
Arbor Research Collaborative for Health
Art Van Furniture
Comerica Bank
Thomson Healthcare

Dressage - $500 - $999
Conestoga-Rovers & Associates, Inc.
Kroger Community Rewards and 

its participating shoppers

Canter - $250 - $499
American Haflinger Registry 

Board of Directors
Archway Marketing Services
Shepherd Specialty Papers, Inc.

Trot-On - $100 - $249
Deloitte
The staff of the University of Michigan

Office of University Development
Oxford Property Management
Sand Cherry Associates

Walk-On - --$99
Chizek Builders
GoodSearch and its users
Neurology, Neurodiagnostics & 

Pain Clinic, PLLC
Sign and Art, Inc.

Foundation and Service 
Organization Donors

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous Foundation
The Lloyd and Mabel Johnson

Foundation
 
Patron - $10,000 - $24,999

Anonymous Foundations
Ann Arbor Area Community Foundation
The Glancy Foundation
James A. and Faith Knight Foundation

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
Fliesbach Family Foundation
MIS Cares 

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous Foundation
Allstate Foundation
The Angelo and Margaret Diponio
Foundation

Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor
THE MOSAIC FOUNDATION 

(of R. & P. Heydon)
B. H. Semler Family Foundation
World Heritage Foundation –

Prechter Family Fund

Dressage - $500 - $999
The Selective Group Foundation

 

Canter - $250 - $499
Consumers Energy Foundation
Renaissance Charitable Foundation

Trot-On - $100 - $249   
Holy Faith Church/Episcopal 

and Lutheran

Walk-On - --$99
Ann Arbor Evening Lions Club
D3 Cerebral Palsy Foundation

Gifts in Memory
It is a privilege for TRI to be chosen 
as the recipient of memorial 
contributions.  Listed are the loved 
ones lost, and the donors who have 
made gifts in their memory.

Gabbie Adamczyk
Mark Spahr

Joan Boyle
Anonymous Donors
Liz Marsh
Patrick and Jen McAllister
Erin McKean
Nancy Pickus

Skip C.
Clifton Stone

Jerry Dobbs
Patty Dobbs

George – TRI Horse 1998 - 2008
Marilyn Johnston

Joel Greenisen
American Haflinger Registry 

Board of Directors 
Lynne Macnee and Pat and Andy Ringwall
Betty and Wayne Herron

Laura Larlham
Anonymous Donor
Skiles Boyd
Gregory and Rebekah Cook
Brian Dantas
Kimberly and David Huxhold
Claire Jennings
Charles Larlham
Diane Martino
Walter Meiers
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Marcia and Mark Mullen
Mary Ott
Michael Parrish
Kim Roberts
Wayne Rugenstein
Michael and Kathleen Shields
Robert Simmons
Lillian Woolley 

 
Charles Walter Schell

Shepherd Specialty Papers, Inc.

Beth Smiley
Anonymous Donors
Jan Berry
Jeannie and Ken Colling
Susan Copley
Ann and James Langenfeld
Bertie See
Barbara Smiley

Mary Frances Vella
Janet Moore

Sam and Juliana Zirinsky
Ruth Schekter and Bill Zirinsky

Gifts in Honor
The following donors have generously 
contributed to TRI in honor of their 
friends, co-workers, and family 
members.

Tammy Abraham – for her 
volunteer service to TRI

Archway Marketing Services

John Copley and Jan Berry
Susan Copley

Chelsea Ceppos
Gloria Jerro and Robert Ceppos 

Dan Bahls and Carolyn Dekker
Anonymous Donors

Debra Dodd – for her volunteer 
service to TRI

Consumers Energy Foundation

Jake Haas
Peter and Annette Schork

John Herter
Elizabeth Larin

Beau Miller
Don and Sharon Calbert

Mark and Marcia Mullen on their 
25th wedding anniversary

Doug Swatosh and Angelene Welton

Michiel Sanson
Sand Cherry Associates

Ruth and Matilda Scott in honor 
of their 3rd birthday

Michael and Elizabeth Miller
George and Kerry Mychaliska
The Watler Family

Camille Tish in honor of her birthday
Anonymous Donors

Adopt-A-Horse
Our horses are the very foundation of 
our program and we are committed 
to providing them with the best of 
care.  These special donors help us by 
supporting a horse for a year.

Anonymous Donor 
- adopted Sugar

Anonymous Donors
- adopted Miko

The Glancy Foundation
- adopted Garuda

The James A. and Faith Knight Foundation 
- adopted Hey Dobbs! and Sigbjorn

MIS Cares 
- adopted Maizy

Gifts In Kind 
Gifts of goods and services enrich TRI 
in many ways.  We are very grateful to 
the following donors for their in-kind 
contributions.

Champions - $50,000 and up
   
Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
 
Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999

Anonymous Donors
Saline Veterinary Service, PC – 

Dr. James Romine, DVM

Dressage - $500 - $999
Mike and Judith Hommel 
Jody Glancy Scott
Thalner Electronic Laboratories

Canter - $250 - $499
Marcia and Mark Mullen

Trot-On - $100 - $249
Adrienne Nemura
Sign and Art, Inc.

Walk-On - --$99 
Allegra Print and Imaging
VC Web Design

Unspecified Amount
Anonymous Donor
Debita and Robert Graham
Gail Nicklowitz
Jan Vescelius
Carol Wolfram

Thank you for your 
generous donations!
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