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Hello TRI Family,

With fall turning quickly into winter, 
things at TRI are naturally slowing down. 
The last few classes of Holiday Session are 
drawing to a close and we are all looking 
forward to a little break.  The horses need 
some R & R time and staff will be busy 
getting revved up for 2014.  We have 
many new things planned for the coming 
year!  

We reached out to our community this 
year with over 200 new people introduced 
to TRI with Day At The Farm events and 
custom designed group tours. Our first 
ever Boots, Brews and BBQ evening had 
many wonderful people attend and, by 
their attendance, directly support our 
riders. 

Much effort went into planning 
our successful BBBBQ. The Steering 
Committee of Nan Couyoumjian, Judy 
Dobson, and Sally Grace have been 
board members, 
volunteers, and 
donors for many 
years and it has long 
been their dream to 
have this event.  They 
”roped” their good 
friends Patty Fink, 
Mary LeDuc, and 
Laurie Wadhams into 
joining them on the 
Steering Committee 

Executive Director’s Update

and helping to make it 
happen, and happen with 
bling it did! 

Therapeutic Riding, Inc. 
Camp 2013 was a great 
success as well.  It became 
clear to the campers that 
The Harold and Kay Peplau 
Therapeutic Riding Center 
was THEIRS!  It was so fun 
for all of us to watch them 
tear around and really use 
the place as it was intended 
to be used. All of our capital 
campaign donors should 
feel proud of what they 
helped accomplish.  We 
cannot thank Harold and 
Kay Peplau enough for 

Continued on page 2

Fatima and 
April proved 
you can meet 
new friends in 
many ways.

The wonderful 
decorations for 
BBBBQ were created 
by Laurie Wadhams 
and Patty Fink.

Day At The Farm at TRI for children from the Greater Detroit Agency 
for the Blind and Visually Impaired.
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making this dream come 
true and for helping us to 
lay a firm foundation for 
our future growth. 

TRI-FECTA 2013 was fun 
and successful thanks to 
the hard work of our riders 
and volunteers.  You really 
showed those horses how 
much you love them.  After 
all, without our horses, 
where would we be?  They 
love you back, by the way.

We had several 
devastating losses within 
our TRI family this year.  
We lost our longtime 
rider and friend Tim 
Carpentier.  Mark Mullen, 
the husband of our board 
treasurer Marcia, was 
taken from us much too 
soon.  Volunteer Debita 
Graham and her son, our 
rider, Robert, said goodbye to husband and 
dad, Mike Graham.  We send our heartfelt 
condolences to the families and we at TRI 
feel these losses deeply.  It is good to know 
that our collective arms are strong and 
we are here to support each other in any 
weather.

We all have our lives to live and things 
happen that are good and some that are not 
so good. TRI allows us ALL to heal, grow, give 
back, and develop a sense of contentment 
when we help others.  Our riders grow 
strong in mind and body and achieve the 
same things we do!  Hey, that works!  

Our program is as strong now as it has 
ever been, with substantial growth and 
many more people in our community 
served. You must understand that TRI is 

about more than walking in, taking a lesson 
or assisting someone to do so, and then going 
home.  Rick Collman (see this issue’s Volunteer 
Spotlight for more about Rick) tells everyone 
that he volunteers because he takes away more 
than he gives. 

We could not do this without you.  We, 
and those we serve, deeply appreciate your 
generosity:  generosity of time, passion, 
compassion, instruction, dollars, and all the 
other gazillion ways in which you all give. 

Take great care of yourselves.  If you need a 
lift, a kind word, or just want to hang around a 
great group of people, come on out.  We love to 
talk, eat, oh yeah and teach, and we’d love to see 
you!   Always, 
   Jan
Jan Vescelius - 
Executive Director, Program Director, Head Instructor

Executive Director’s Update - Continued from page 1

Abby and Kaitlin having 
a great time at camp.



Th
e

 H
a

ro
ld

 a
nd

 Kay Peplau Therapeutic Riding
 C

e
n

te
r

Home of Therapeutic Riding, Inc.

3Winter 2013

A Loud Whinny of Thanks 
Our horses send a collective whinny 
of thanks to their generous friends 
at the Speckhard-Knight Charitable 
Foundation for donating $5,000 to be 
used to purchase hay.  As the saying 
goes, horses march on their stomachs 
(well, it sort of goes like that!) so we are 
truly grateful to the Speckhard-Knight 
Charitable Foundation for making sure 
our horses have plenty of yummy hay to 
keep them strong and healthy.

We cannot thank our friends at MIS 
Cares enough for caring so much about 
TRI and our horses that they renewed 
their adoption of Maizy for an amazing 
fourth year.  Maizy enjoyed visiting 
with Jayme, Marla, Cameron, Dan, Erin, 
Chloe, and Rylie when they came out to 
meet her this summer, and sends her 
thanks for their ongoing support.  

Not to be left out, Miko wants to 
thank his special friends for renewing 
their adoption of him for a third year.  
While they are too humble to let us 
use their names publicly, we want 
to tell them that they will never be 
anonymous to our hearts and we are 
very grateful for all they do to support 
TRI, its riders, and its horses.

 TRI Trivia Word Search

Kathy and Ella share a quiet moment.
The Semler/McGregor Family teamed 

up to adopt Sigbjorn for the next year.  
Sigbjorn thanks you for choosing him 
and promises to try to eat fewer sets 
of reins this year in your honor.  Um, 
please don’t hold him to that promise. 
He means well, but apparently those 
reins look too yummy to resist.  Thank 
you for seeing the wonderful horse 
beneath the goofy persona.

Ella was very pleased that Ruth Roby 
Glancy adopted her for a third year.  
While Ella’s size may make her look 

intimidating, her riders know she has 
a heart as big as her feet, and they all 
love her.  Thank you, Ruth, for caring 
for Ella.

On page 5 of this newsletter you can 
read about our Adopt-A-Horse program 
and how you can join MIS Cares, The 
Semler/McGregor family, Ruth Roby 
Glancy, and our two special anonymous 
donors in adopting one of TRI’s horses.  

Riders and volunteers 
hard at work on their 
word searches.

After seeing how much fun everyone had with the word searches when we had ground lessons 
due to the high heat this summer, we decided to create one for our newsletter.  Have fun!
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TRI-FECTA 2013 - And The Winner Is . . . 

It was a very exciting race this year.  
Lots of jostling for position, several 
racers really coming from behind to 
challenge the leaders, and many riders 
and volunteers pitching in to raise the 
funds to feed our wonderful horses for 
the next year.  

So now for the official results.  
In 13th and 12th places were the 

new guys, Majic and Leon.  They both 
made a respectable showing for their 
first time out and we can certainly cut 
them some slack as they were just 
learning about this race thing, and they 
don’t have many riders or volunteers 
to support them yet.  Fair warning.  I 
think they are going to be tough to beat 
next year as they take on an active role 
teaching our riders.

Maizy, Dakota, and Zeeda were 
tightly bunched in 11th, 10th, and 9th 
place.  This is a very odd grouping as I 
would not have expected these three 
horses to be hanging out together, but 

I guess races make strange 
bedfellows.  However, I do 
want to point out the irony 

of “Lazy Maizy” and Zeeda, our 
thoroughbred, being neck and neck at 
the end of the race.  Either Maizy was 
really inspired by her friends at MIS 
Cares adopting her for another year, 
or Zeeda was really letting her breed 
down!

April got over her sulks and finished 
in 8th place.  Of course, she would 
rather be in the Winner’s Circle, but 
then again, perhaps not.  She’s not a big 
fan of having a lot of people around her.  
Maybe she wouldn’t like being in the 
Winner’s Circle.  Maybe she deliberately 
held back to make sure she didn’t have 
to deal with that kind of crowding.  
Hmmmm.

Garuda finished in the middle of the 
pack in 7th place.  A good showing 
and one he should be proud of.  As he 
pointed out, he may be big and he may 
have long legs, but he’s bred for that 
wonderful “hang time” with each step.  
You can’t expect hang time and speed 
from the same horse.  

So close as to be worrisome were 
Hey Dobbs! in 6th place and Ella in 

5th.  We really had to go to the replay 
and check on whose nose crossed the 
line first.  Hey Dobbs! has lodged an 
official complaint, saying he would 
have crossed the line first except 
Ella crowded him at the last minute.  
However, being an intelligent horse, he 
waited until Ella was safely in her stall 
with the door latched before he filed his 
complaint.

Just barely missing out on the Top 
Three was Miko.  He spent much of the 
race at the back of the pack until his 
many riders came out and supported 
him in the last few weeks and moved 
him up to 4th place.  He should be very 
proud of himself - he works so hard 
every day in his lessons.  I don’t know 
how he had the energy left over to run 
such a great race.  Well done, Miko.

Now, without further ado, here are 
our top three racers.  

She started out strong and stayed 
strong the entire race.  For her first 
time out, Sugar showed the other 
horses that she was a force to be 
reckoned with as she held her own to 
come in 3rd.  Even though Sugar is just 

B Smiley Sigbjorn Sugar
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beginning to build her rider group, she 
has won the hearts of many in our TRI 
family and they all came out to support 
her.

The top of the standings has a familiar 
feel to it. Guess it goes to show you that 
it really does pay to be the nice guy(s).  
In 2nd place was our resident clown, 
Sigbjorn.  Sig has the second most 
riders, after Miko, working hard each 
and every day.  His goofy personality, 
big heart, and earnest willingness to 
please made him the favorite of so 
many supporters.  

And finally, in first place, our 
handsome red roan Quarter Horse, 
B Smiley.  He and Sigbjorn battled 
for first place for the last couple 
of weeks but in the end, B Smiley 
put on a burst of speed to pull off a 
resounding SECOND TRI-FECTA victory.  
Congratulations B Smiley!

Indeed, congratulations to all our 
horses and thanks to all the riders, 
volunteers, friends, and family who 
so generously donated to our 2013 
TRI-FECTA campaign.  We make this 
into a fun race-themed event, but it is 
for a very serious and important cause 
- feeding and caring for our wonderful 
horses for the next year.

Our special thanks to the following 
riders and volunteers who went above 
and beyond in their efforts to support 
our horses.

Support TRI Through Our Adopt-A-Horse Program
We are very grateful to the generous donors who support TRI 

through our Adopt-A-Horse program.  By donating $5,000, these 

donors adopt one of our horses for a year, covering that horse’s 

expenses from feed to vet.  However, sometimes it’s not feasible to 

pay $5,000 all at once.  Therefore, we have made two new options 

available.  One option is to adopt a horse with a friend, group of 

friends, etc.  Perhaps your co-workers would like to join you in adopting one of our horses.  Maybe a 

family could do an adoption together.  You get the idea.  You may also take part in TRI’s Adopt-A-Horse 

program and choose the payment plan.  You can now spread your payments out over the first nine 

months, while still being able to adopt your special horse for a full year.  For more information about our 

Adopt-A-Horse program and which horses are available for adoption, please contact our office 

at info@therapeuticridinginc.org or 734-677-0303.

Our top money collectors for the entire 
campaign were:

Riders - Mary M., Nick C., and Katie Br.
Volunteers - Carolyn D., Andie V., 
and Bob S.

The supporters who brought in the 
greatest number of bets for the entire 
campaign were:

Riders - a tie between Darby 
and Mason L., and Katie Br.
Volunteers - Andie V., and a tie 
between Kathy E., Dave and 
Nancy D., and Paula L.

Thank you all for another successful 
TRI-FECTA campaign.  We are so grateful 
to you for your support.  
 Until next year,
 Tracy
 Office Manager, Volunteer Coordinator
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Rider Spotlight - Darby and Mason

We have been focusing our rider 
and volunteer spotlights on family 
groups lately so let’s stick with that 
theme.  Darby and Mason are sisters 
who have been riding with TRI since 
summer of 2011.  We asked their mom 
Tanya to “interview” them for us, and 
here is what the girls shared with her.

Both girls have the same diagnosis 
- hereditary spastic para-paresis. 
It presents very similar to cerebral 
palsy, but is genetic rather than due 
to any kind of brain trauma. Darby 
uses a wheelchair and is unable to 
ambulate independently while Mason 
is independently walking (with much 
therapy!)  The good news is that the 
diagnosis is not progressive and, 
since there is no brain damage, their 
prognosis is good and they may both be 
able to GAIN skills with enough therapy 
and willpower.  (Note: those of us who 
know Darby and Mason can attest that 
there is no lack of willpower in either 
lady!)

We moved here from Nevada in 2010. 
While living there, Darby participated 
in hippotherapy (No, she didn’t ride a 
hippopotamus.  That’s what they call 
physical therapy on horseback.) and 
enjoyed it very much. She quickly saw 

Darby and Mason on B Smiley and April, with their volunteer helpers.

gains in her core strength from her 
bi-weekly riding. While doing private 
PT here in Ann Arbor at Milestones 
(the U of M’s pediatric rehabilitation 
program – they come to TRI to ride 
every summer), their therapists thought 
that the girls might benefit from 
continuing with therapeutic riding after 
the Milestones classes were over in July. 

We want you to meet two of 
our many riders, to learn what 
TRI means to them, and to hear 
how important it is in their 
lives. Every donation we receive 
helps to make it possible for us 
to provide Darby, Mason, and 
all our riders with an amazing 
experience.  

Since we had had some experience with 
riding, we quickly agreed!

The benefits of TRI are great! Darby 
immediately showed a difference in 
her overall muscle strength, especially 
in her core where she is weakest. Also, 
she has a history of congenital hip 
dysplasia/subluxing and her doctors 
have said that, although her hip is not 
normal, it’s not getting worse, either, as 
many doctors have predicted it would 
without the regular weight bearing of 
walking (since she can’t walk on her 
own). 

Mason told us that her hands feel 
stronger after riding and I can see a 
definite increase in her confidence.  
However, as far as she is concerned, the 
best part of TRI is TROTTING!  Indeed, 
instructor Jan Vescelius told me that 
Mason is currently working on her 
posting trot and is determined to get it 
just right.

TRI has been a blessing for us as it is 
an affordable activity for a family with 
two special needs kids.

Darby and Mason love anything to 
do with horses. Due to their diagnosis, 
they are not able to participate in It takes strength and skill to be able 

to do two-point without stirrups.
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regular sports or dancing so riding is 
their special activity. I overhear them 
constantly brag that they know how to 
ride! That is very impressive to many 
kids at school, etc. who have never 
ridden or experienced it.  Especially the 
trick-or-treating by horseback. I mean, 
seriously, how many kids can claim to 
have done that! I am so thankful to 
TRI and its wonderful volunteers for 
providing this activity for them to brag 
about.

When they are not riding their 
buddies B Smiley and April, Darby is a 
Star Wars fanatic and has been since 
she was 5. She loves to read and longs 
to be an Olympic swimmer or gymnast. 
Mason is my girlie-girl who loves to 
dress up and feels there is no such 
thing as too much bling. If it’s pink and 
sparkly, she wants it. If only horses 
came that way... I think she wants to be 
a princess when she grows up.

Now that’s concentration!

Jan Vescelius has been Darby and 
Mason’s instructor almost every session 
since they started with us.  She speaks 
for their volunteers as well when she 
says, “Darby and Mason are a joy for 

me to teach.  They take their riding 
lessons very seriously and it shows in 
their skill levels.  They go to the white 
board each week without prompting to 
learn the pattern, course, or test for the 
day and then they will ask if they need 
my explanation.”    

Jan and the girls are working on 
increasing their independence, both 
on the horse and off.  “Both girls are 
very close to ‘ropes off’ at the walk.  
(where the leader is there as a spotter 
only.  The lead rope has been removed.)   
Darby and I are working together to 
refine her mount at the lift; we are 
designing the safest way for Darby to 
accomplish a self-transfer to the horse.”  
No sibling rivalry here - the girls are 
true sisters in that they encourage and 
watch out each for the other.  

It is our pleasure to have the Lexcen 
family as part of our TRI family.  Thank 
you Darby, Mason, and Tanya.

No, not the holidays, although the season will be in full swing 
by the time you receive this.  December 31 is just around the 
corner, and with it, your last chance to make a tax deductible 
donation to TRI for 2013.  We take no state or federal funding 
and our riders pay just a small percentage of the actual cost of 
lessons.  (Actually, if a rider cannot afford to pay, they are given 
a scholarship so no-one misses out due to financial constraints.)  
The rest of our funding comes from our generous community 
of individuals, corporations, and foundations.  A donation of 
$50 would pay for the hay for one day for all of our horses.  A 
donation of $200 would buy all the materials for camp for one 
week.  A donation of $500 would pay for all instructor salaries 
for an entire week’s worth of classes.  Donating is quick and 
easy – use the convenient slip (left) or donate online at our 
website:  http://therapeuticridinginc.org.  Whichever way 
you choose, you will know that your 
donation helps make a rider’s dreams 
come true.

It’s Just Around the Corner . . .2013 Year-End Campaign

Donor Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

How would you like to receive our newsletter?
Please make 
checks payable 
to “Therapeutic 
Riding, Inc.” or 
you may charge 
your gift on our 
secure website.

Website Mail

Therapeutic Riding, Inc.
3425 East Morgan Road, Ann Arbor, MI  48108

Yes. I want to support the riders at TRI with 
my donation of $

I wish to remain anonymous.

No Yes
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Steering Committee:  (L to R) Sally Grace, Mary LeDuc, 
Laurie Wadhams, Judy Dobson, Nan Couyoumjian, and 
Patty Fink.

Boots, Brews & BBQ

Event Sponsors:
Bucking Broncos (Gift of $1,000) - 
Amherst and Janeth Turner Foundation 
Bank of Ann Arbor
Martha and David Bloom
CapTrust Financial Advisors 
Comerica Bank 
Nan and Karl Couyoumjian
Judy and Steve Dobson 
Patty and Peter Fink
Sally and Larry Grace 
Hylant 
Sesi Lincoln 
TEL Systems 
United Bank & Trust 
University of Michigan Health System-
Department of Urology 

Laurie and Tim Wadhams 
Zingerman’s Roadhouse

Easy Lopers (Gift of $500)- 
Allegra Print Mail Marketing 
Mary and Bill Barsan
Carlisle Wortman Associates 
Charles Reinhart Company Realtors 
Ben Colman Photographs 
Carole and Howdy Holmes 
O&W, Inc. 
Tecumseh Tent Rental, Inc. 
Karen and David Ufer 
Brian Weisman

Back in the Saddle (Gift of $250) - 
Patti Dobbs, In Memory of Jerry Dobbs

Mary LeDuc, Steve Dobson, and Martha Bloom.

TRI welcomed hundreds 
of supporters and donors 
to the Boots, Brews & 
BBQ fundraising event on 
Friday, October 25, 2013.  
“The purpose behind the 
western-themed event was 
to raise critical operating 
funds for TRI and to increase 
awareness about our facility’s 
capabilities and programs, 
as well as the significant 
therapeutic benefits our riders 
experience,” explained TRI Executive 
Director Jan Vescelius. “The support 
of our donors and sponsors was 
positively stunning,” she continued.

Attendees enjoyed a chuck-
wagon barbecue supper provided 
by Zingerman’s Roadhouse, beer 
and wine, and dancing in the barn 
to the Saline-based band, Eclipse. 
Other highlights included tours of 

Honorary Committee: 
Martha and David Bloom
Lori Brewer
Carole and Howdy Holmes
Emily and Tim Marshall
Katie and Tim Schuster 
Karen and David Ufer

BBBBQ Steering Committee: 
Nan Couyoumjian
Judy Dobson
Patty Fink
Sally Grace
Mary LeDuc
Laurie Wadhams

The Harold and Kay Peplau Therapeutic 
Riding Center and an opportunity to 
meet TRI’s specially trained horses, 
staff, and some of TRI’s dedicated 
volunteers. “We are so thankful to play 
a part in the everyday miracles and 
progress our riders make.  It is always 
a pleasure to share some of our riders’ 
accomplishments in person with the 
donors that make TRI’s work possible. 

Sharing our passion really 
touched their hearts.” 
Vescelius added.

Thank you to the 
steering committee, 
honorary committee, 
board of directors, and 
sponsors who made 
Boots, Brews & BBQ a 
successful fundraising 
event on many levels.
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Jan wrote this for our Instructor’s Corner 
feature, but it was so moving we gave it its 
own space.  Read on to hear about tears.  
Happy ones, sad ones, proud ones.

For me, TRI is all about teaching, 
learning, having fun, building a lifetime of 
friendships, and bringing joy.  Saturdays 
offer more lessons in one day than any 
other; we have private, group, ground, and 
grooming lessons.  It is action packed and 
we rely on many very dedicated volunteers 
who rotate through the day.  Saturdays 
have become a true “family”.

One of our 
long time riders, 
Annie, comes 
to ride at 9am 
and has grown 
in many ways 
at TRI, not only 
with her riding 
skills. When she 
first started 15 
years ago, she 
did not allow 
anyone but her 
mother to touch 
her, ever.  Mom 
assisted her in 

her mount. Even now, she prefers to be 
minimally assisted, and you only get one 
chance.  Our routine on Saturdays is that 
Adrienne (board secretary and Saturday 
tack coordinator) opens the door between 
the observation room and the mounting 
lift and calls the riders out to either me 
or Linda (Bolton, Instructor).  On this day, 
Adrienne called Annie, and she stopped 
nose to nose with Adrienne.  Being non-
verbal, but with skills of communication 
all her own, she gestured to Adrienne, and 
not getting any response, took Adrienne’s 
arms gently and laid her head down on 
Adrienne’s shoulder.  Communication 
complete.   

That was the first time I cried that day. 
 

Instructor Corner

Aleisha sitting up strong and proud.

Saturday of Tears
Geremy has been a TRI volunteer since 

we moved to our new facility in 2010.  
He is a quiet presence and an excellent 
sidewalker and leader, and can usually be 
found reading when not in the arena.  It 
was his last day with TRI because he had 
found a job out of state after recently 
receiving his doctorate. Pesky jobs get in 
the way of volunteering sometimes.  We 
all had to say goodbye.  

That was the second time I cried that day. 

Annie on her Miko with 
volunteers Catherine 
and Kim.

Geremy and Ashley having fun trotting 
with Tara on Zeeda.

Elizabeth 
with her hair 
on relatively 
forward, 
leading 
Kaitlin with 
sidewalkers 
Jenny and 
Debbie.

Elizabeth has also been a volunteer with 
us since our move to Morgan Road.  She is 
a teenager and we love to tease her about 
having her “hair on backwards” when she 
arrives early on Saturdays mornings!  She 
was saying “goodbye-for-now” as she is 
going off to college and won’t be able to 
volunteer for a while.  At the end of the 
day that Saturday, Carrie (class coordinator 
and past board member) and I were sitting 
alone with Elizabeth in the lounge waiting 
for her dad to pick her up.  She quietly told 
us that TRI‘s riders have helped her make 
her decision on her major – occupational 
therapy.  

That was the third time I cried that day.

Such an impact TRI has on everyone.  
You just never know how each and every 
person will touch your life.  Never take a 
single person for granted.  Never give up.  
The Harold and Kay Peplau Therapeutic 
Riding Center, Home of Therapeutic 
Riding, Inc. exists for teaching, learning, 
and growth. We excel BECAUSE of the 
volunteers, staff, horses, and riders, 
BECAUSE we all care and have a passion 
for what we do.

Jan Vescelius – 
Executive Director, Program Director, Head Instructor

This session, the Wednesday night 
riders have been working very hard on 
improving their positions in the saddle. 
At the start of most lessons, I ask my 
riders to do exercises while their horses 
are walking. We focus on different parts 
of the body—doing arm circles, torso 
twists, and side stretches to name a few! 
This helps everyone develop a better feel 
for moving with the horse and improves 
balance. Proper posture in the saddle 
also helps develop good core strength for 
our riders. While all of our Wednesday 
riders have made great progress with 
their positions, Aleisha has developed 
better balance and core strength through 
riding.
 Jen Beyer – 
 Wednesday Instructor

Winter 2013 9
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It is with great sadness that I write to tell you of the passing of Fable.  
Fable had been battling a resistant abscess and then a subsequent 
founder.  Despite the amazing efforts of our farrier, Jon Sweet, vet, 
Dr. Romine, and Jan and Jeremy (Sintic, Barn Manager), it became 
clear that we could do no more and it was time to let her go.  Jan, 
Jeremy, and I were with her at the end, and she was chewing on 
a peppermint.  Her passing was immediate and serene and she is 
buried on the property next to her beloved Star pony.  She was truly 
one of a kind with a heart as golden as her beautiful mane and we 
will always miss her.

If you’ve read our newsletter recently, you know that Fable was 
my co-editor of each issue and wrote the very popular “TRI Tales” 
column. Fable selected a new author for the “TRI Tales” article.  
Watch for it to return in 2014. Knowing the end was near, she put 
hoof to paper and wrote her own farewell.  Read it on our website at 
http://www.therapeuticridinginc.org/about/our-horses/greener-pastures/.
     
     Tracy

TRI Summer Camp 2013 
TRI Camp 2013 was held in August with nine campers.  This was our first-
ever camp experience at TRI and, according to the feedback of our riders and 
parents, it was a big success thanks to some very energetic and dedicated 
volunteers and our Equine Art Teacher Nan Couyoumjian.  Riders enjoyed 
painting their camp shirts, creating miniature shoebox horse stalls (complete 
with buckets, bedding, and hay) and stringing beads and wire from a horse shoe 
as a special reminder of their camp days.  

Campers learned how to groom and about the tools needed to keep a horse 
clean and healthy. They also learned about the equipment specific to their 
horse; they read the tack chart, gathered their equipment, and learned how to 
put it on their horse. It wouldn’t have been TRI camp without RIDING!  We had 
beautiful weather that week and were able to go outdoors to ride every day.  
Our riders took special pride in riding the horse that they had learned to groom 
and tack up.  

 It was wonderful to see friendships bloom between campers and watch as 
the campers moved freely about the facility.  Join us next year and experience it 
for yourself!

       Jan V.

Fable NTF - 1986 – 2013
TRI Equine Staff Member 2002 – 2012

In Memory of Fable
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The Volunteer Spotlight in this issue 
is a lesson in “be careful what you ask 
for.”  We asked Rick Collman to be our 
spotlighted volunteer and he sent us 
the bio below.  We will let him take 
over, with this one warning.  Rick has 
an additional job title on his volunteer 
nametag:  “SW” for sidewalker, “MA” 
for mounting assistant, and a special job 
title strictly for him – “Comic Relief”.

(The items in bold are the questions we 
asked Rick. The answers are all RICK!)

Why did you join TRI?
I started volunteering in April 2003 when 
I was ‘between jobs’ and there was 
no excuse not to volunteer.  I started 
working evenings, but quickly shifted to 
Saturdays, and I’ve never looked back.  I 
don’t know how Tracy (Boyle, Volunteer 
Coordinator) does it, but it’s a known 
fact that year after year the Saturday 
crew (riders, volunteers, and parents) is 
the best looking at TRI.  No question.

What makes you keep coming back 
session after session, for ten and a half 
years?
TRI is a purely selfish activity for me.  I 
love the folks on and off the horses!  
They are all friends and I miss seeing 
them during session breaks.  Why do 
we have breaks anyway?   And it’s 
very rewarding seeing the progress 
and growth made year after year by 
people at TRI.  The riders?  Oh yeah, 
there’s that, but I’m talking about those 
pimply, gangly teenager volunteers!  TRI 
couldn’t exist without The Teenagers, 
and the riders help shape them into the 
considerate young adults they all seem 
to become.  The riders, well, how can you 
not love a captive audience that truly 
appreciates a sophisticated joke?  

(What do you call a sleepwalking nun?   
A Roamin’ Catholic!) 
(Note – Don’t say we didn’t warn you!) 

As Jan said, Rick never takes his eyes off his riders.

Is there a story or anecdote you’d 
like to share about a rider, horse, 
instructor, or volunteer?
Right now I have a beard for the 1st 
time in my life and the Teenagers 
hate the beard.  So I’ve challenged 
them:  Raise $500 for TRI and I’ll 
shave it off.  “R.” claims she’s already 
got $200 and now they want to dye 
my hair.  When it comes to raising 
money for TRI, I have no pride:  
$1,000!  For $1,000 I’ll color my hair 
- what there is of it - lime green and 
pink.  It will be quite a look. 

When you are not entertaining us at 
TRI, what keeps you busy and out of 
Jill’s (his incredibly patient wife) hair?
When not at TRI, I enjoy fly fishing 
for small mouth on the Huron, cross 
country skiing, mountain biking, 
swimming, canoeing with pals down 
Canadian rivers, goofing with grandkids, 
and watching The One Who Must Be 
Obeyed work in her garden.  At work, 
I’m a consultant and am known as the 
Excel and Access guru.  It kind of goes 
together, doesn’t it?  Rick.  Guru.  Om, 
baby.  (Note – Rick truly is an Excel and 
Access guru.  He created the databases 
TRI uses to track volunteers, riders, and 
donors, and the features to generate all 
the necessary reports, thank you letters, 
etc.  It’s amazing!)

Tell us something about you that we 
don’t know after all these years.
I used to be a Turkish landowner.  I 
worked on a 500,000 acre ranch in 
Southeastern Oregon.  I tie my own flies.  
My four grandchildren call me Gumby.  
(And no, you can’t.)  At times I can be 
moderately humorous serious.  Last year 
it happened on a Tuesday.

What sets you off?  (Note – this was not 
one of our questions.  This mysteriously 
appeared in the final draft.)
The phrase “very unique.”  Please, it’s 
either unique or not; it can’t be “very” 
unique.  Multi-colored spreadsheets.   
Hello, the ‘60’s are calling!  People who 

Volunteer Spotlight - Rick Collman

fish with Cheezits or dough balls and 
catch bigger fish than me with my #22 
Blue Wing Olive Dun.  I am a Fishing 
Artiste, they be the Great Unwashed.   

Well, that’s Rick for you.  He keeps us all 
laughing and enjoying ourselves.  And 
yet he somehow manages to balance 
his goofy side with being an absolutely 
incredible volunteer.  He may be making 
his riders giggle with his jokes but 
he’s making sure they are safe every 
second they are on the horse.  He works 
with Head Instructor Jan Vescelius on 
Saturdays, and she had high praise when 
asked about him.  “If I had to pick a Top 
Ten of the best volunteers at TRI, Rick 
would certainly be at the top of the list.  
He NEVER takes his eyes off his riders, 
even when he is going through his list 
of jokes!  He knows how much is just 
enough to assist them, keeping them 
safe yet allowing them to work things 
out for themselves. He is one of those 
people who lights up your day by just 
being around him.”

Rick also is an integral part of our 
volunteer training team.  He is a “rider” 
at every new volunteer orientation, 
making sure that our new volunteers are 
thoroughly trained when they go in the 
arena with our riders.  It is an honor to 
have Rick as one of our volunteers and 
friends. Thank you, Rick.

Winter 2013
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We are so grateful to all the many wonderful individuals, 
donors, and foundations that support TRI.  Our annual donor 
report lists everyone who has given to us in a calendar year.  
We would like to send a special thanks to the following 
donors who have generously supported us with a gift of 
$1,000 and above since our summer newsletter went to 
print.  Thank you for being part of our “Helping Hands” 
team.  (Be sure to read the article about our BBBBQ event 
and the wonderful sponsors and donors who made it happen.)
• 100 Donors Strong
• The Allstate Foundation
• Ann Arbor Jaycees Foundation
• The Angelo and Margaret DiPonio Foundation
• Helen L. Kay Charitable Trust
• Washtenaw County Consortium on Aging
• Carolyn Dekker
• Nancy Kirkpatrick
• Dr. Gary and Mary McClusky

We Couldn’t Do This Without

Santa Siggy says no tricks here, only lots of yummy 
treats.  A favorite tradition at TRI is our annual 
Trick-or-Treating week during the last week of Fall 
Session.  This year was no exception.  Our riders 
and volunteers outdid themselves and let their 
imaginations shine through their costumes.  Of 
course, our horses looked amazing, thanks to Equine 
Costume Designer Extraordinaire Marcia Mullen 
(also known as our board treasurer in her other 
hat!)  Majic’s unicorn costume was a huge favorite, 
and Santa Siggy, with his bag of toys slung over his 
shoulder, made everyone smile. Thank you, Marcia, 
for all your time and hard work.

Trick-or-Treat

Santa Siggy asks if you’ve been naughty or nice.


