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Happy New Year everyone!
 
This first newsletter of 2014 is 
very special as it is devoted to the 
recognition of our 2013 donors.  Please 
take the time to read their names.  
Each name represents a faithful person 
dedicated to serving others.  If your 
name is on that list, please know that 
your commitment works – you have 
touched so many lives by your selfless 
giving; you have helped people to 
learn to walk, talk, and become strong 
in their minds and bodies.  You have 
given happiness and joy to not just 
our riders but to their families as well.  
Simple words do not express the depth 
of our gratitude.  Thank you, thank 
you to each and every one of you.  
TRI’s continued success and growth 
is because of our generous donors, 
hardworking staff, committed board of 
directors, and dedicated volunteers.

Happy 30th anniversary, TRI!  This is 
going to be an exciting, fun-filled year at 
the Harold and Kay Peplau Therapeutic 
Riding Center.  We plan on celebrating 
for the entire year of 2014.  So many 
people have made TRI what it is today 
and we want to share our history with 
you:  pictures, newsletters, newsprint, 
and stories.  Horse people are GREAT 
storytellers!  We will have our old 
photos – you remember, the ones that 
you can actually hold in your hand, and 
I don’t mean on a phone – in the lounge 
area so that you can look through them 
and maybe see some familiar faces. I 
have had so much fun looking through 
them and remembering……..

It has been a challenging winter, and, 
as I write this (in February), I’m holding 

Executive Director’s Update

out hope that, by the time this newsletter 
gets to you, it will be above freezing – that 
is all I ask for.  I’m not kidding.  Hats off to 
Jeremy (Sintic, Barn Manager) for keeping 
our horses healthy in this extreme weather, 
and to Bruce (Robinson, Facilities Manager) 
for unfreezing waterers, fixing generators, 
and not losing any fingers.  The rest of 
the staff continued with that dreaded 
administrative stuff, private lessons, 
trainings, and clinics with no complaints, 
because we are Horse People.  Well, maybe 
just a minimum of complaining….

Special things to watch for in the coming 
months: 

• Help us Celebrate 30 Years! We want 
everyone to sign their name on our 
anniversary banner in the lounge. 

Continued on page 2

Campers having a great time at Summer Camp 2013.
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• The PATH Intl. Region 4 2014 
conference is March 27-30, and will 
be hosted for the first time ever in 
Ann Arbor at the Harold and Kay 
Peplau Therapeutic Riding Center, 
home of Therapeutic Riding, Inc.     

• Watch for information about The 
Kentucky Derby Gala on May 3.  This 
is an evening of fun and elegance 
prepared especially for you by our 
own Marcia Mullen.  We will all enjoy 
watching a simulcast of the race and 
then share a delicious meal together. 

• Therapeutic Riding, Inc. Camp 2014 
will offer two weeks of camp in 
August.   

• PATH Intl. Equine Services for Heroes 
(formerly known as “Horses for 
Heroes”) is back on track for 2014.

• We will have a Day At The Farm pilot 
called the “Golden Giddy Up Gang” 
(date to be announced) serving a 
group of our local seniors.  We hope 
to make this a part of our regular 
programming in the near future. 

• Our TRI-FECTA fundraising campaign 
will return in September. Get ready 
to cheer on your favorite horse.

• We have a couple other “things” 
in progress so watch for special 
announcements. Very exciting stuff,   
I can assure you!

Executive Director’s Update - Continued from page 1

I cannot thank you enough for all that you do for TRI.  As Rick Collman, volunteer 
extraordinaire, says, “I get back more than I give” (in volunteering).  It is my hope 
that you all feel the same as Rick does, that in whatever way you give, you know 
in your hearts you have brought so much good to the lives of others.  I would love 
to share those very real stories with you.  I would love to have you come and visit.  
(As soon as we get ourselves dug out from these snow drifts!)  

Take care, everyone, and it can’t be said enough – Thank you.

      
Jan Vescelius - 
Executive Director, Program Director, Head Instructor 

A Loud Whinny of Thanks 
B Smiley was thrilled to hear that 
his good friends at The J.F. Ervin 
Foundation continued their support 
of TRI and have adopted him for 2014.  
This adoption completely covers the 
costs for B Smiley’s care and feeding for 
the coming year.  Established in 1953, 
The J. F. Ervin Foundation provides 
grant support to nonprofit organizations 
in southeastern Michigan whose efforts 
are dedicated to health care, human 
services, and youth development.  They 
have been generous supporters of TRI 
since 1997 and we are so grateful to 
them for once again adopting B Smiley.  

Our dear friends Ruth Schekter 
and Bill Zirinsky also continued their 
support of TRI and its riders.  Two of 
their children – Sam and Juliana – were 
riders at TRI.  Both children passed 
away at a young age.  In their memory, 
Ruth, Bill, and TRI established The 
Sam and Juliana Zirinsky Memorial 
Scholarship Fund to ensure that other 
riders can experience the joy that 
Sam and Juliana found on horseback.  
Ruth and Bill generously support both 
the scholarship fund and our general 
operating fund.  Thank you, Ruth and 
Bill, for being part of our TRI family.

The smile that lights up the barn.

Rider Spotlight - Libby
We want you to meet one of our many riders to learn what TRI means to her and 
to hear how important it is in her life. Every donation we receive helps to make it 
possible for us to provide Libby and all our riders with an amazing experience.  

If you’ve visited the barn lately, you 
will have definitely noticed the photo 
of a smiling rider beaming out at you 
from the Celebrate 30 Years anniversary 
banner.  That beautiful smile belongs 
to our rider Libby and we see a lot of it 
when she is at the barn.  Libby has been 
riding at TRI for two years.  Her mother, 
Kim, told us that it is the highlight of 
her week.  Libby has a condition called 
schizencephaly.  She also has cerebral 
palsy and seizure disorder.  While she is 
speech/language delayed, she is quite 
chatty on horseback.  “We often hear 
more speech at TRI than anywhere 
else,” says Kim.  “This program has been 
such a blessing for her.”  

Jan Vescelius has been Libby’s 
instructor since she began riding.  
When asked to tell us about Libby, 
Jan quickly said, “Smiles.  That is what 

She also enjoys a special friendship 
with her sidewalker Bob.  In fact, when 
she hears it’s time to go to riding, she 
quickly chimes in, “And Bob!”  

I think I can speak for Bob, Sharon, 
and Debbie – Libby’s volunteers since 
she began here – when I say that 
working with her is a very special part 
of their week.  Libby’s enthusiasm and 
joy are contagious and we are so glad 
she is part of our TRI family.

I think of first when I think of Libby.  
Assertive, independent, determined 
– that is what I think of next!” Libby 
loves to ride even though sometimes 
she gets a bit nervous mounting; but 
watch out once she settles in!  She sits 
up tall, says “w__ON” (sometimes the 
“walk” part gets a bit lost but we’re 
working on it) and into the arena she 
goes.  She turns her horse using the 
“Libby Method” (patent pending!) and 
says “whoa” loud and clear.  
According to Jan, Libby “is a 
study in pure delight.  Don’t be 
lulled into complacency by those 
ready smiles; Libby is one hard 
working young equestrian. “

In addition to riding, Libby 
plays in an adapted baseball 
league.  She loves reading and 
spending time with her siblings 
(two sisters and a brother).  
She is the #1 spectator at their 
events and they often come 
and watch her ride.  However, when 
asked what her favorite thing to do 
is, her immediate answer is “horseys”.  

Libby with her horse Maizy, instructor Jan 
Vescelius, and volunteers Dana, Bob, and Debbie.

B Smiley
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Volunteer Spotlight - Liz LarinInstructors’ Corner

I love Tuesday morning lessons.  We 
have mostly adults with one teenager 
so the atmosphere is a bit different 
from the evening lessons and the 
young Saturday morning crowd.  Before 
classes, everyone is in the lounge 
drinking coffee, one rider is getting her 
hair braided to go under her helmet, 
another is getting her half chaps on, 
and another is sharing her PT expertise, 
explaining stretches for both riders 
and volunteers. Oh, yes, we do get 
to the riding part, eventually.  Each 
rider is working on very specific body 
positioning which addresses their needs 
for the day and beyond.  We share 
feedback and plan our next week’s 
strategy.  Tuesday mornings are always 
good for learning, companionship, 
meeting needs, and riding horses!

Jan Vescelius, Head Instructor

Matching the right horse to the right 
rider is something that I spend a lot 
of time thinking about! As instructors, 
we often think “What would happen 
if this rider was on a different horse?” 

Just like people, horses have 
different body shapes and 
personalities.  They also 

move differently. Some have very BIG 
strides, while others take short, slow 
steps. As our riders grow and change, 
we often have to make changes in 
their mounts. Last fall, we welcomed 
longtime rider Jacob back after a break. 
As young people tend to do, Jacob had 
grown! He was also looking to develop 
confidence as an independent rider. 
After a lesson with his “old” horse, 
Dakota, I thought perhaps Jacob would 
enjoy riding Garuda. Garuda is taller 
and has big, floating gaits. He also 
has a patient personality for working 
with independent riders. By the end 
of the Fall 2013 Session, Jacob and 
Garuda had become quite the team! 
He and Garuda worked through some 
complicated patterns and even won 
a speed contest or two. I’m looking 
forward to helping Jacob continue to 
develop his partnership with Garuda.  

Jen Beyer, Instructor Tuesday morning rider Mary on Ella 
with her volunteers Kathy and Kelly.

Tuesday morning rider Pam on Sigbjorn 
with volunteers Roberta and Kathy.

OK, so Hi.  This is Majic speaking.  Or 
writing.  Never sure how to say that 
one.  Or write it.  

Anyhow, my friend Fable said she had 
to go away, to go meet some friends at 
a bridge somewhere.  So she asked if I 
would take over writing her newsletter 
article.  (She made some comment 
about it “teaching me some maturity.”  
As if!)  So, here goes my first attempt.

So, I’m supposed to catch you up on 
stuff that’s been happening around 
here.  Hmmm, where to start?  OK, 
so Jeremy got a new toy. He says it’s 
called a “4N1” but we call it the “arena 
smoother.”  See, he drags it behind the 
tractor and it smooths out all the sand 
and gets it out of the corners.  (BTW, 
Dobbs is ticked about that.  He says it 
has wrecked his favorite rolling spots.  
Grump.)  The nice folks at D.J. Reveal 
drove all the way up here from Mt. 

TRI Tales Returns!
Orab, Ohio to deliver it, and they even 
charged us less ‘cos we’re a non-profit.  
Jeremy and Bruce had to tweak it a bit 
at first to get it juuust right.  But I bet 
all the volunteers are happy when they 
walk in the arena all smooth and pretty.

We’ve been doing a lot of playing in 
the arena this winter.  I hope by the 
time you guys read this that it’s warmed 
up. Office Manager and Volunteer 
Coordinator Tracy (Boyle) calls this 
weather “stupid cold” and I agree (well, 
I actually used a different word, but she 
got all stuffy and refused to type it for 
me!)  We are a tough group of horses 
(I’m the toughest of course!) but even 
with our furry winter coats, there were 
some days when it was too cold for us 
to go out.  Since we were cooped up 
inside, Jeremy gave us lots of time in 
the arena to run around and burn off 
some steam.  Bruce was watching us 

one day and he was very impressed at 
how agile big ol’ Ella is.  Humph, that 
ain’t nothing. He should watch ME 
sometime.

Tracy and Jan have been busy with 
“paperwork.”  Not sure what that is but 
it must be un-fun as it seems to make 
them grouchy.  But they are excited 
about something happening at the end 
of March.  See, all these therapeutic 
riding folks from around here are 
getting together to have something 
called a “conference.”  They call it a 
“PATH Region 4 conference” – though 
why they call themselves a sidewalk is 
just one of those human things I ain’t 
ever gonna understand.  All these smart 
people are coming to teach them stuff 
about keeping horses healthy, getting us 
the right saddles, teaching humans how 
to lead us properly, that kinda thing.  
Some of us even get to HELP!  I always 

said I should be a 
teacher.

OK, well, I guess 
that’s it.  I think 
I’m gonna like this 
writing gig!  Oh, 
and Fable told 
me I had to come up with a 
writer- type name for myself for when 
I sign my article.  She was “Fabulous 
Fable” (And she was.  I miss her.) So 
I’ve been trying to come up with one 
for myself.  Magical Majic? Miraculous 
Majic? (Tracy vetoed this one!       ), 
Marvelous Majic? Nope, none of those.  
Wait for it….

BBFN,
MIGHTY MAJIC – 
Your TRI Field Reporter

The Volunteer Spotlight in this issue 
will introduce you to one of our horse 
leaders, Liz Larin. Liz has been with 
us for three years and never misses a 
session.   She volunteers with instructor 
Jan Vescelius who truly values Liz’s 
contributions to lessons.  “Liz takes her 
volunteer position seriously, making 
sure that the rider is in control and 
working to the best of his or her ability.  
She projects a quiet confidence to 
everyone around her.” Jan continued, “I 
know that if we have Liz on the end of 
the lead rope, we can be sure her rider 
is in the best of hands.”

Liz, like many little girls, was horse 
crazy as a child, filling her life and room 
with horse books, movies, statues, 
and photos.  Her dream was to one 
day own her own “Black Beauty.”  Life 
sidetracked her with college, law 
school, and a career as a lawyer, until 
she returned to riding in her 40’s, and 
finally realized that childhood dream, 

buying a big black jumper gelding 
named “Moose.”

She had heard about therapeutic 
riding programs and was intrigued 
so she came to TRI to see what it 
was about.  “When I first came to 
TRI, not knowing what to expect, I 
was immediately taken with how 
welcoming and kind everybody was.  
Then I met the horses – a sweet and 
loveable bunch.  But it was when 
I met the riders that I was really 
hooked.”  Liz confessed that her 
volunteering was a bit of a humbling 
experience initially.  Like many horse 
people, she said she was “pretty cocky 
about my horse handling skills.  So it 
came as a bit of a shock when I made 
a lot of mistakes when I started out 
as a horse leader.” Liz learned quickly 
that, “TRI is very particular about how 
the horses are handled, for excellent 
safety-first reasons.”  Those first few 
sessions were a bit of a learning curve, 

but her fellow volunteers and riders 
were very supportive and patient.  “Jan 
kept guiding me and Tracy, our fabulous 
volunteer coordinator, seemed to sense 
that I was getting disheartened and sent 
me an encouraging email just when I 
needed it.”

Bumpy start behind her, Liz explained 
that, like for many of our volunteers, 
“it’s the riders that keep me coming 
back.  Sometimes you can tell that a 
rider is tired from a long day of  school, 
or maybe the horse is cranky that day, 
but they both try their best anyway, and 
the persistence pays off – with great 
smiles of satisfaction when the rider 
gets the horse to turn, or to whoa, or 
masters the posting trot.  Another great 
moment is when a speed-loving rider 
bursts into delighted laughter after a 
vigorous trot.  And as a horse leader, 
I have a front row seat when a rider 
dismounts and hugs and pats his or 
her horse to say thank you for a good 
lesson.  Those are the experiences that 
send me home smiling and keep me 
coming back!”  

Liz making sure Natalie has a great time on 
Sugar, with volunteers Sally and Tammy.

Continued on page 6

Majic
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Jeremy with his buddy Bryan 
and volunteers Sharon and Bob.

Time to start planning your Derby Day hat creations.

Recently, Liz got a first-hand 
understanding of what it was like to be 
a student.  She was leading B Smiley 
and things just weren’t going well for 
the rider.  Said Liz, “I figured the rider 
wasn’t really following instructions, 
or Smiley would have reacted as we 
wanted him to.  After all, he’s a highly 
trained former show horse and a 
perfect gentleman.”  After classes 
finished for the night, Jan invited Liz to 
put on a helmet and try B Smiley for 
herself, knowing full well what would 
happen next.  Liz sheepishly explained, 
“Confident in my riding skills, I got 
on Smiley and surprise!  Even though 
he is a perfect gentleman, he is not 
easy to ride.  When I asked him to go 
left, he went right.  If I asked him to 
zig, he zagged.  Eventually, with some 
coaching from Jan, I figured out how to 
communicate with him, and once my 
requests made sense to Smiley in HIS 
language, he responded perfectly.  I 
learned a lot in that short ride – and I 
have more respect for TRI’s riders than 
ever!”  

We can blame Liz for this terrible 
winter.  She and her sister purchased 
a small horse farm near Manchester 
last fall, thereby dooming us all to a 
long cold winter as they try to make 
renovations and repairs with frozen 
fingers!  But never fear, even though 
she’ll be busy there, she has already 
signed up for the entire 2014 season, 
volunteering with the rest of the 
Monday team.  Jan calls Liz, “a priceless 
volunteer who knows what type of 
horse she handles best and under what 
circumstances.  She is always seeking to 
learn new information about riders and 
horses and always speaks up if she has 
questions or concerns.”  Thank you, Liz, 
for all you do for TRI and our riders.  It is 
an honor to have you on our volunteer 
team.

  Tracy Boyle - 
  Volunteer Coordinator

Think Spring!  The first 
Saturday in May is lovely in 
Louisville, Kentucky.  Join us 
on May 3rd for TRI’s 30th 
anniversary celebration and 
the 140th running of the 
Kentucky Derby.  TRI will 
again host The Kentucky 
Derby Gala including live 
telecast of the “Run for the 
Roses.”  Barton Hills Country Club will be the site for this evening of horseracing 
excitement.  Doors open at 5:00 p.m.  Ticket price is $125 per person and 
includes an open bar, hors d’oeuvres, and dinner.  Each guest will also receive 
one free raffle ticket for entry into the evening’s prize drawings.  Guests must 
be at least 21 years of age.  Interested?  Contact Marcia Mullen for information 
and reservations at marciamullen@comcast.net  or 734-665-7787.

Continued from page 5

Our thanks to D.J. Reveal of Mt. Orab, Ohio for not only giving us a discount on 
the purchase of a new 4-N-1 but for delivering it to us on a very cold and snowy 
day.  With it, Jeremy can keep the arena in even better shape for our riders and 
volunteers.

Think Spring!

We are so grateful to all the many wonderful individuals, 
businesses, and foundations that support TRI.  Our Annual 
Donor Report in this issue lists everyone who gave to us 
in 2013.  We would like to send a special thanks to the 
following donors who have generously supported us with a 
gift of $1,000 or more since our Winter 2013 newsletter went 
to print.  Thank you for being part of our “Helping Hands” 
team. 
• Judy and Larry Macklem
• Erin McKean
• Rusty Towers
• Several friends who wish to remain anonymous, but they 

will never be anonymous to our hearts.

We Couldn’t Do This Without . . .

Meet The Staff - Jeremy Sintic
In Jan’s article, she mentioned our Barn 
Manager, Jeremy Sintic.  Many of our 
riders and volunteers never see him 
as, by the time they arrive, the barn is 
spotless, the horses are fed, and stalls 
are clean.  Jeremy works every day 
caring for our horses and farm.  Even 
though he didn’t have much horse 
experience when he started back in 
1999, Jeremy said, “I had the best on-
the-job training from the best teacher, 
Jan.”   Jan told me, “Jeremy’s dedication 
to the health and well-being of our 
horses is an inspiration.  He works 
seven days a week for them, because 
he wants to.  Healthy and sane horses 
require consistency in their care as 
well as a clean environment.  Jeremy 
not only feeds the horses, cleans the 
barn and stalls, and turns the horses 
out to pastures and paddocks, but he 
maintains all of those things too.” 

Jeremy has watched TRI grow and 
expand and has been an integral part 
of that process.  He and Phantom, 
(his wonderful border collie who is 
dedicated to Jeremy and to making sure 
that TRI horses, lawn mowers, barn 
cats, and tractors are herded properly) 
lived on the property when we were 

on Joy Road, in a little apartment at 
the end of the stall barn. It was “cozy” 
to say the least and Jeremy loves his 
house here on Morgan Road.  But he 
does miss being able to hear the horses 
moving in their stalls and munching on 
hay at night.  (Of course, sleeping in was 
not an option.  They made sure he was 
up bright and early!)

I asked Jeremy what were some of 
the tougher aspects of caring for the 
farm on Joy Road.  He reminded me 
of what happened when it rained – he 
would have to shop-vac the aisles so 
we didn’t create our own version of 
“A River Runs Through It!”  He also 
wanted to thank the many volunteers 
and parents who would grab a shovel 
and help him wheelbarrow sawdust 
from the entrance way of the stall barn 
into its storage bunker.  (Dad Greg 
Karageozian moved several truck loads 
over the course of the years!)  He tried 
to count how many barrow loads it took 
but always lost count at about 100.  
Needless to say, he is very grateful to 
have our Bobcat now!

Jeremy has another reason he loves 
his work – the smiles of our riders.  He 
makes sure everything is ready for 

them when they arrive for classes.  
“Our indoor arena is always beautifully 
prepared for our riders,” Jan pointed 
out.   In addition to his barn manager 
hat, Jeremy can frequently be found 
volunteering in the arena.  Tuesday 
morning riders (see Instructors’ Corner 
article for more about them) rely on 
him to help them mount and dismount 
their horses safely and comfortably.  
However, Jeremy is partial to the 
Thursday crew.  “They’re the best,” he 
claims, “Dave, Lea, Bob, and the rest 
have been on Thursdays for as long as 
I’ve been here.“  And we all know that 
rider Bryan, or “Big B” as we call him, is 
very special to Jeremy.  After all, where 
else could you get a rabid Buckeye fan 
and a rabid Wolverines fan safely in 
one room together?  (OK, yes, there is a 
little trash talking and some impromptu 
singing of “Hail to the Victors!”)  

Jeremy wanted to send his thanks to 
the board and staff of TRI for allowing 
him to bring his mother Deb to live 
with him so he could care for her.  Jan 
put it perfectly when she said, “Jeremy 
is a good son, and a good man, and 
we dearly appreciate his loyalty.  We 
couldn’t do it without you, Jeremy, 
and I am deeply thankful for your 
commitment to our mission.”

Tracy Boyle - 
Newsletter Editor
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Leon

Back To School!
While our riders and volunteers were 

on break, horses Leon and Zeeda were 
hard at work.  While Leon came to 
us with excellent manners, he hadn’t 
done the job of a therapeutic riding 
horse before.  To make sure he was 
happy doing his job, we started him 
out with very basic training.  Through 
last summer and fall, Leon learned how 
to work on a lunge line, learning “walk 
on,” “trot on” and “canter” (although 
we’ll wait a while until our riders are 
ready for that!), as well as “whoa.”  
Using long lines - very long reins – 
instructor Jen Beyer taught him to yield 
his body to pressure and cues from a 
rider.  Long lining has also helped Leon 
understand about sidewalkers and learn 
that he doesn’t need to look at them.  
With all the groundwork in place, Leon 
began working under saddle with 
independent riders over the winter.  
Under Jen’s supervision, volunteer 
Nora rode Leon at the walk and trot.  
Leon will be working in more classes 
this year as he continues to learn the 
lesson structure and how to stand still 
at the lift for mounting.  Through all 
the training, Leon has proven to be a 
very kind, willing horse, eager to please 
his humans.  We’re looking forward to 
many happy years with Leon at TRI.

While we all know that Zeeda flunked 
racehorse training, she is excelling 
at her new training to be a solid 
independent rider horse for TRI.  Jen 
has also introduced Zeeda to the lunge 
line to help her learn that she must go 
forward (as her volunteers can attest, 
sometimes Zeeda struggles with the 
concept of “forward!”)  Despite some 
very “athletic” moves at the beginning 
of her training, Zeeda now quietly 
walks, trots, and canters from voice 
commands.  Lunge line work is helping 
Zeeda develop strong back and rump 
muscles so she can easily carry our 

riders. Jen has also been riding Zeeda 
- teaching her how to steer and listen 
to her rider.  We will be working on 
cantering Zeeda under saddle soon, as 
her muscles continue to get stronger.  
Someday we’d also like to see if Zeeda 
can jump - but it’s lots of walk and trot 
for right now!

TRI is very lucky that our instructors 
are not just gifted teachers of humans, 
but also skilled trainers and teachers for 
our horses.  The patient, step-by-step 
work that Jen is doing with Leon and 
Zeeda is a big part of why we have a 
herd of such amazing and willing equine 
partners here at TRI.

Zeeda

Extra! 
Extra!

In The News!
TRI is honored to be featured in the 
spring issue of The Crazy Wisdom 
Community Journal. Executive 
Director Jan Vescelius spoke with 
reporter Nieka Apell about the 
wonderful world of TRI.  

TRI’s riders Abby A., Abbey 
H., Annie, and Michelle, P.V. 
Roby (Annie’s mom) and Chris 
House (Abbey’s dad), volunteers, 
instructors, and our horses were 
the focus of Reporter Priya Mann’s 
Local 4 News broadcast (Feb. 22) in 
recognition of TRI’s 30th anniversary. 

For links to media coverage, visit 
http://www.therapeuticridinginc.org/
whats-new/.

As a non-profit organization, TRI relies 
on the support of our community.   
Every person, business, and foundation 
listed here has joined with us to make 
it possible for our riders to experience 
the joy of horseback riding.  Through 
your generosity you support:

• Weekly riding lessons for up to 100 
riders year round;

• Our veterans riding program, 
allowing injured veterans to heal 
while in the saddle;

• Our “Day at the Farm” program and 
tours for community groups such 
as SOS Sunny Days (a day program 
for children who are homeless), 
the Greater Detroit Agency for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired, and 
SAFE House (a shelter and advocacy 
program for survivors of domestic 
violence); 

• Our Summer Camp for our TRI 
riders that offers a comprehensive 
three-day experience;

• Our scholarship fund, so no rider 
is turned away due to financial 
hardship;

• The care and feeding of our herd of 
thirteen amazing horses.

Our riders inspire us to do the best we 
can; your support makes that possible.  
Thank you!

Annual Donor Recognition Report 2013

Individual Giving for 2013

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous Donors

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous Donors
Sally Hattig
Ruth Schekter and Bill Zirinsky

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous Donors
Jean and Tom Beyer
Dr. David and Martha Bloom
Jamie and Cheryl Buhr
Karl and Nan Couyoumjian
Carolyn Dekker
Judy and Steve Dobson
Molly Dobson

Bob Donnellan
Ruth Roby Glancy
Larry and Sally Grace
Debita and Robert Graham
Nancy Kirkpatrick
Judy and Larry Macklem
Dr. Gary and Mary McClusky
Jerry and Sharon McGregor
Erin McKean
Tim and Kathy Norton
Rusty Towers

Dressage - $500 - $999
Anonymous Donors
Becky and Rick Altschuler
Bill and Mary Barsan
Lori Brewer
Skip and Barb Campbell
Suzanne and Rich Ceppos
Jeannie and Ken Colling
Howard and Anne Cooper
Dan Bahls and Carolyn Dekker
David and Jo-Anna Featherman
Patty and Peter Fink
Carole and Howdy Holmes
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Holmes
Dana Jones
Sarah Krein
Nick Lupu
Richard and Lauren Prager
Bonnie Purkey
David Rivers
Anne and Mark Schmidt
TengHua and Lie Shine Shieh
David and Karen Ufer
Elizabeth Veach
Brian Weisman

Canter - $250 - $499
Anonymous Donors
Bev and John Alexander
Kathy and James Ashton Miller
Debbie and Jim Beuche
Clark and Heather Brigger

TRIeNews
A monthly e-newsletter of The Harold and Kay Peplau Therapeutic Riding Center - Home of Therapeutic Riding, Inc.
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Don’t miss out on TRI’s current news! 
Email info@therapeuticridinginc.org to 
request your subscription to TRIeNews 
delivered monthly to your email box.

April and Xavier



11Spring 201410

TRINews

Don and Sharon Calbert
Dick and Barb Carlisle
Harry and Jan Cohen
Brian and Judy Dekker
Patti Dobbs
Stan and Kristi Dolot
Don and Clare Eaton
Paula Evers
Kate Ginman
Steven and Sheila Hamp
Katy and Woody Held
Mary and Kent Johnson
Ronnie Johnson
Gerald, Maureen and Zach Knight
Yvonne Manber
Maureen McDonnell
Louise Moore
Gail Nicklowitz
Neil and Anita Paolella
Finola and Jim Pommerich
P.V. and Mark Roby
Tim and Katie Schuster
Marina and Bob Seeman
Erik and Carol Serr
Janet Sibbold
Francine Tobin
Quinta Vreede
Pam and Bill Wood

Trot-On - $100 - $249
Anonymous Donors
Bob and Anne Andrus
Lewis Ansara
Victor and Dannette Ansara
Carrie Ashton

Deborah Dawson and Jerry Bailey
Kyle Banner
William D. Baxter, Jr. D.D.S., M.S.
Betty Beal
Michelle Beal
Fred and Betty Becchetti
Connie and John Belda
Bill and Marti Boitos
Susan Duffy and Blaise Boles
Kathe Bowen
Mary Raab and John Boyer
Soncea Braden-McCann
Shirley and Louis Brenner
Dina Cocco and Bob Brewster
Katie Brigger
Kathy Sample and Bill Brinkerhoff
Susan and Keith Brown
Bruce and Barbara Browne
Holly Buckley
Aaron Burch
Shirley and Daniel Calcaterra
Rob and Kristin Casalou
Amy and Mike Cattell
Bill and Susan Chandler
Cheryl Chevalier
Kathy and Spaulding Clark
Larry Cobler
Rick and Jill Collman
Debbie and William Costello
Thomas and Kimberly Covert
Becky and Richard Cox
Diane Cupps
Skip and Susan Cutshaw
Turgay Dabak
Tim and Robin Damschroder
Kevin Deacon

Tim and Caroline Deacon
Connie and Paul Dimond
Debra Dodd
Andrea Kotch Duda
Peggy A. and Paul E. Dufault
Dick and Ann Eidswick
Cheryl and Bruce Elliott
David and Karen Faust
Colleen and Tim Foley
Larry and Linda French
Jeff and Peggy Gantz
Marty Gargaro
Mark and Carolyn Gehrke
Chris and Elaine Graham
Jim and Penny Griffith
Peggy Hagans
Brian Hallstrom
Idelle Hammond-Sass
Dr. Mark and Sally Hanselman
The Hardy Family
Heidi Hargesheimer
Eric and Kelly Head
Ron Heames
Janet and Chris Heaton
Ron and Marilyn Henige
Elizabeth Hoffman
Hayley Hoffman
Mike and Judith Hommel
Melissa and Christopher House
Kimberly and David Huxhold
Ken and Janet Joslyn
The Kastely Family
Lainie and Bob Katz
George and Karen Keutgen
Bill and Mary Kinley
Louis and Delphine Kish
Hermine R. Klingler
Alex and Bev Klooster
Ed and Mary Krasny
Lisa and Joe Kuznicki
Joseph and Jeanne Learman
Nancy J. Moncrieff and 

Edward LeBaron
Gordon and Toni Lexcen
Bill and Linda Lighthall
Pam and Bruce Litchford
Jane and John Lumm
Divina Moro and David Lupu
Josephine Manber
Jerry and Deb May
Griff and Pat McDonald
Tamara and Brian McDonnell
Ed and Mary Jane McEachern
Susan Katz and Mark McFall
Tom and Debby McMullen

Anne and Bill McNally
Elizabeth Ann Meade
John and Dianne Miefert
Janet Moore
Maryanna and Chris Morley
Cheryl Morway
Marcia Mullen
Adrienne Nemura
Joe Lowe and Roberta Nerison-Lowe
John Hicks and Elaine Nowak
William and Janet Oleson
Kris and Bob Oliver
Jeff Parker
Ken and Joanne Pawenski
Douglas and Mariel Peck
Tom and Dana Peltcs
Tim and Sally Petersen
Jen Piche
Dale and Cheri Poplin
Robert Redies
Jeni and Michael Rein
Michael McIntosh and Lisa Russo
Mel and Karen Sanchez
Bob Sasena
Richard Sasena
Pamela Schafer
Mary Ann Schrock-Hoffman
Richard H. Shackson
Dr. Barbara Butman and 

George Shepherd
Dean and Kristen Shollack
Mary and Ray Silverman
Dr. Ralph and Shirley Silvey
Caren Stalburg
Don and Elaine Stein
Stephen and Gayle Stewart
Betsy and Woody Stover
David and Debbie Swartz
Jerry and Carole Sweet
Jim Peggs and Peg Talburtt
Douglas Taylor
Louise Taylor
Nora Taylor
Bob and Susan Ufer
Carol Van Curler
Kevin and Marcy VanderTuig
Paula and Stephen Verhoff
Joyce Vivirski
Robin Wax
Ray and Michelle Webb
Howard and Judith Weinblatt
Mary Jo and Tom Weinmann
James Condon and Sherry Westfall
Jerry and Pat White
Kathy White

Pat Whitworth
Bob and Carole Wollard
Billy and Kathy Wood
Joe and Michele Zdanowski

Walk-On - $1 - $99
Anonymous Donors
Christine Alexander
James Alleman
Diane Ardner
Hannah Ashmore
Michelle Askenazi
Stephany Aulenback
Abby Austin
Kaitlin Barrett-Huff
Eric and Nancy Bates and Family
Stan Beal
Janice Berry
Regina Beyersdorf
Kathleen Bialecki
Mike Boland
Linda Bolton
Hassiba and Djamel Bouzit
Barbara Bradley
Rita Bramlett
Victoria Brigger
Janice Brimacombe
Ann Marie Britton
Jodi Bullinger
Michael Burch
Kitty Burkhart
Cindy and Nick Butkevich
Brent and Valerie Carey
Jane Carpenter
Kevin Carpentier
Kelsey Cauley
Jean Cherry-Wilk and Dennis Cherry
Kathi Cohen
Mary Converse
Susan Copley
Jessica Corcoran
Susan Covert
Christine and Bob Dailey
Marjorie Deacon
David and Nancy Demyan
Don and Tish Dersnah
Rebecca Trombley Domegan
Rebecca Donaldson
Gordon Doody
Darlene Dowd
Ken and Pat Dropiewski
Kenneth Dropiewski
Brian Dunn
Brinna Dunn
Paula Dunn

Beth Dwoskin
Joe and Jan Eadie
Michelle Ellswood
Roger Espinosa
Mary Ferguson
Jason Fox
Shari Fox
Susan Fox
Jason Gall
Amy Gargas
Jeri and William Gawlowski
Chad and Krista Gazie
Angie and John Gielow
Jack Gielow
Margaret Gleeson
Amanda Goldblatt
Sue Guenther
Ruth Hamilton
Jennifer and Jim Heater
Meghan Hickman
Dr. and Mrs. Harry Huff
Jan and George Hunter
Kevin and Jo Ann Isaacson
Jaclyn Jemc
Marilyn Johnston
David and Tracy Shafer-Kachel
Gary and Ray Kaczor
Kathy Kaczor
Yi and Richard Keep
Stacy Kind
Carmela Kudyba
Victor and Esther Kudyba
Mike and Trish Kunnath
Steve Daut and Susan Lackey
Ann and James Langenfeld
Jeanne Lawton
Paula Leonard
Stephanie Linn
Suzanne Lucas
Emma Lukas
Sally Lunn
Daniel and Konstantina Lupu
John Lutz
Alan and Susan MacDavitt
Margaret MacKinnon
Diana Marsh
Lucinda Tate Martinelli and 

David Martinelli
Fred Matthaei
Catherine Matuza
Mastaneh Maybody
Karen McDonnell
Keri McDonnell
Alex McEachern
Meaghan McKay

Davon, Jan, and Larry with Sigbjorn
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Dressage - $500 - $999

A-1 Auto Salvage & Scrap LLC
Carlisle Wortman Associates
Charles Reinhart Company, Realtors
Conestoga-Rovers & Associates, Inc.
Domino’s Pizza
Kroger Community Rewards program
O&W Inc.
Pacific Rim Contractors
Tognum America, Inc.
Valassis
The students at The Yoga Space

Canter - $250 - $499
Toyota Motor Engineering and

Manufacturing North America

Trot-On - $100 - $249
Autodesk Matching Gifts Program
Kroger Community Rewards Card 

Program Participants
Michigan Commerce Bank
Steady Clothing Inc.
TheraCare, Inc.

Walk-On - --$99
Art Van Furniture
Cindy’s Store
GoodSearch participants
Pinnacle Condominium Management

Foundation and Service
Organization Donors

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999
Anonymous Donors

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous Donors

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
The J. F. Ervin Foundation
The Glancy Foundation, Inc.
MIS Cares
The Jack and Ginny Sinn 

Family Foundation
Speckhard-Knight 

Charitable Foundation

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
100 Donors Strong
The Allstate Foundation –

Encompass Agency in the
Community Grant

The Angelo and Margaret Diponio
Foundation

Ann Arbor Jaycees Foundation
Hastings Mutual Insurance

Company Charitable Foundation
Helen L. Kay Charitable Trust
Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor
B.H. Semler Family Foundation
Amherst and Janeth Turner

Foundation
Washtenaw County Consortium

on Aging
World Heritage Foundation –

Prechter Family Fund

Dressage - $500 - $999
West Bend Community Foundation’s 

West Bend Mutual Insurance 
Company Charitable Fund

Canter - $250 - $499
Consumers Energy Foundation
Holy Faith Church/Episcopal and 

Lutheran

Trot-On - $100 - $249

Walk-On - --$99

Gifts in Memory
It is a privilege for TRI to be chosen 
as the recipient of memorial 
contributions. Listed are the loved ones 
lost, and the donors who have made 
gifts in their memory.

Justin Berger
Leonard and Annette Collings
Richard and Dianne Hammer
David and Joann Percy

Tim Carpentier
Beverly Ackmoody
Michael and Therese Caldwell-Ayre
Ann Berardo
David Bersuder
Fran and Earl Bersuder
John Bersuder
Kathleen Bibb
Mike and Beverly Carpentier
Linda Coon
Linda and Mike Curristan
Marge Delhey
A.L. and G. Dikeman
Debra Ellison
Barton and Sarah Faylor

Eileen Melman
Amy Merkle
Marianna Miefert
Marian Mulligan
Barbara and Ron Nemura
Jan Barney Newman
Denise and Tom Nowatzke
Samuel and Ellen Offen
Joyce Olson
Donna Orrin
James and Lorey Phillips
Matthew Pickus
John Pottow
Lynn Raade
Sibley Sabori

Donna Scaravelli
Conrad Schafer
Deborah Schlang
Steven Schwartz
Jody Glancy Scott
Michael Secord
Bertie See
Kathleen and Bob Shipley
Robert Singelyn
Gail Smith
Mark Spahr
John and Joanne Spostito
Carol Stringwell
Julia Swanson
Deborah S. Tassie

Margaret Taylor
Jeff and Margo Tish
Jim and Susan Tish
John and Jean Tish
Doug and Linda Tjernlund
Carl and Suzanne Van Appledorn
Jill Van Doornik
Diana Vicente
Lowell and Ginny Walker
Camella Walraven
Seth Warschausky
Callista Watson
John Watson
Susan Weinberg
John and Sarah Weiss
Wendy Wendorf
Omana and Caven West
Douglas Wheeler
Carolyn Wilk
Deanna Wonsowicz
Billie Wright-Ericson
Karean Wrightson
Benjamin Wrobel
Tammie Young
Cheryl Zink

Corporate, Foundation, and 
Service Organization Donors
TRI is truly grateful to the following
Corporations, Foundations, and
Service Organizations for their
support.

Corporate Donors

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous Donors

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
Bank of Ann Arbor
Comerica Bank
Hylant Group, Inc.
Quality Home Medical
Sesi Lincoln
United Bank & Trust
Whole Foods Market

Simon and Jan with Hey Dobbs!

Alyssa and Abby
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Gifts in Honor
The following donors have
generously contributed to TRI in
honor of their friends, co-workers,
and family members.

Nan Couyoumjian – 
on her birthday

Tim and Emily Marshall

Dan Bahls and Carolyn Dekker
Dave and Carla Bahls

Judy Dobson
Sally and David Kennedy

Tommy Lee
Martha Newton

Ruth and Matilda Scott – 
in honor of their 4th birthday

Christopher and Maria Bichakjian
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Hauptman
Matthew and Carey Hutmacher
Patricia Tillman-Meakins and 

Thomas Meakins
Gregory Curtner and Sonnet Meek
Michael and Elizabeth Miller
George and Kerry Mychaliska
Aryana Robbins
Viva Rosenfeld

University of Michigan Health System 
Department of Urology

Dr. David and Martha Bloom

Adopt-A-Horse
Our horses are the very foundation
of our program and we are
committed to providing them with
the best of care. These special
donors help us by supporting a
horse for a year.

B Smiley – thanks his adopting
friends at The J.F. Ervin Foundation

Dakota – thanks his adopting friend,
Sally Hattig

Ella – thanks her adopting friend
Ruth Roby Glancy

Maizy – thanks her adopting friends
at MIS Cares

Miko – thanks his adopting friends,
anonymous in name but not in our
hearts

Sigbjorn – thanks his adopting
friends, the Semler/McGregor
Family

Sugar – thanks her adopting friends
at The Glancy Foundation, Inc.

Gifts In Kind
Gifts of goods and services enrich
TRI in many ways. We are very
grateful to the following donors for
their in-kind contributions.

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
Saline Veterinary Service, PC. 

Dr. James Romine, DVM
TEL Systems
Zingerman’s Roadhouse

Dressage - $500 - $999
Allegra Print Mail Marketing
Ben Colman Photographs
Marcia Mullen
Tecumseh Tent Rental

Canter - $250 - $499
Jon and Vicki Sweet

Trot-On - $100 - $249
D.J. Reveal, Inc.
Adrienne Nemura
New Era Chiropractic

Walk-On - --$99
VC Web Design

Unspecified Amount
Holly Buckley
Lindsay Dacko
Paula Leonard
Matthew Pickus
Margaret and Nora Taylor

E. Frederick and Susan Gall
Patricia Gromak
Craig and Patricia Hoeft
Brian Hurley
Ed and Wilma Jeziorski
Frances Kessel
Annette King
Gary and Maureen King
Nancy Kirkpatrick
Johnny and Margaret Long
Roberta Nerison-Low
John and Diane Newman
John and Shawn Newman
Robert and Beth Newman
William Vogel, Laurie Stegenga, and 

Beth Newman
Bill and Paula Patteuw
Russ and Kay Payer
Michael and Margaret Pogliano
Priscilla Richardson

Larry and Margaret Roehm
Marlene and Marvin Rosander
Paul and Shirley Rothfuss
George and Cathy Rozsa
Bob and Katrene Starling
Ken and Glenda Stegenga
Rusty Towers
UMHS Staff
Jan Vescelius
Mary Woodward
Maureen Windel

Jerry Dobbs
Patti Dobbs

Fabulous Fable – 1986-2013
TRI horse 2002-2013
Marina Seeman

Michael Graham
John and Jo Boehmer
Burns Park Elementary Staff
Burns Park PTO
Richard and Nanci Cardinal
Joe and Susan Chiesa
Molly Crankshaw
Leslie Desmond
Mary Duerksen
Lee and Mary Fahrner
James and June Graham
Frank Houser
IHA Child Health – Ann Arbor
Mary Keeley
Pam Kirchen
Mary Kjellin
Bill and Dorothy Kuhn
Sarah Lampert
Karen and Darren Millman
Melissa Noble
Bob and Linda Riddle
Terry Skoglund
Tappan Sunshine Fund
William Reich and Beverly Vargo
Jan Vescelius

Rob Lemon
First Giving

“Rhett” – Dr. James Romine’s 
beloved horse
Cindy Rushbrook

Jim Sinnott
Liz Larin

Beth Smiley
Ann and James Langenfeld – 

in honor of Beth’s 61st birthday
Lynn and John White

Angela Welch
Lyndon Welch

Sam and Juliana Zirinsky
Ruth Schekter and Bill Zirinsky

Jan and Jessi

Louise, Tim, Sandy, and Rob with B Smiley
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Donate to the Celebrate 30 Years Campaign and show Therapeutic 
Riding, Inc. (TRI) riders how much you care!  Your donation directly 
benefits our riders by providing critical operating and program 
funding. Individuals, families, and businesses can sponsor an arena 
banner and/or an anniversary donor panel. Help us fill our riding 
arena and lobby with your support!
      Ann Zalek - 
      Development Manager

Fill the Arena & Lobby 
with Your Support!

Sponsorship Levels:

* Arena banners and anniversary panels will hang at TRI through Dec. 31, 2014.

• 8”w x 5”h donor panel on anniversary board (lobby)*
• donor name (individual, family, or business)
• choice of (one):** 
 - one sentence message to TRI and/or riders
 - donation in memory or in honor of someone

$75

• 8”w x 10”h donor panel on anniversary board (lobby)*
• donor name (individual, family, or business)
• business logo and/or photo
• choice of (one):** 
 - one sentence message to TRI and/or riders
 - donation in memory or in honor of someone

$250

• 16”w x 10”h donor panel on anniversary board (lobby)*
• donor name (individual, family, or business)
• business logo and/or photo
• one sentence message to TRI and/or riders**
• donation in memory or in honor of someone**

$500

• 7’w x 3’h vinyl arena banner*
• donor name (individual, family, or business)
• business logo and/or photo
• one sentence message to TRI and/or riders**
• donation in memory or in honor of someone**
• annual banner renewal option available

$1000

• donor name listed on anniversary board (lobby)*$30

Celebrate 30 Years
Campaign

Donor Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

**Message:

**List name in memory of or in honor of (circle one):

Please make 
checks payable 
to Therapeutic 
Riding, Inc. or 
donate online.

Therapeutic Riding, Inc.
3425 East Morgan Road, Ann Arbor, MI  48108

Yes. I want to donate and to show my support.

How would you like to receive our newsletters?
Email/Web Mail

I wish to remain anonymous.

No Yes

Yes. I wish to include a logo or photo on my 
doner panel or arena banner; please email me 
TRI’s submission guidelines.

Sponsorship Levels $250, $500, $1000 and up.

$1000 $500 $250

$75 $30 $

Donate Online:
http://www.therapeuticridinginc.org/donate


