
1

TRI News

Executive Director’s Update
A Loud Whinny of Th anks
Adopted Horses
Hylant & UM OUD Support
Trick-Or-Treat
TRI-Fecta
Intructor’s Corner
Rider Spotlight
Volunteer Spotlight
TRI Tales
In Memorium
Daniel Rhodes
Poetry in Motion
We Couldn’t Do Th is Without
Wedding Bells
No Gift  Too Small
Warm Hearts
Th anks to Adios
Year-End Campaign

-Inside
1
3
4

5
4

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
12
13
14
14
15
15
16

As 2014 quickly comes to an end, 
we can refl ect posi  vely on our 
many accomplishments during this 
year.  None of it would have been 
possible without the countless hours 
of dedicated hard work from our TRI 
volunteers, riders, board of directors, 
donors, and staff . I think we are an 
incredible team.

We can all be very proud of what we do 
to serve our community. In our industry, 
80-90% of all programs fail in their fi rst 
two years. As we Celebrate 30 Years, I 
am proud to say that we have grown 
and thrived through thirty years of 
fi erce dedica  on from people past and 
present. The celebra  on board in our 
lounge and the banners in the indoor 

arena are proof of your support and 
love.

TRI was proud to be selected to host 
the PATH Intl. Region 4 Conference on 
March 27-30. This is the fi rst  me that 
this conference has been held in our 
area; over 150 professionals from our 
industry a  ended from fi ve states and 
Canada. 

We had two Open Houses this year 
to celebrate our 30th anniversary. On 
June 22, we hosted a community Open 
House with a fl ying eagle from Leslie 
Science and Nature Center, a pe   ng 
farm, and face pain  ng. On November 
8, we had a TRI Family potluck/cook out 
and volunteer apprecia  on event.

Continued on page 2

Winter 2014

Left : Riders and volunters enjoying our Family Open House
Right: Celebrity Chef (and Barn Manager) Jeremy Sintic enjoying a soft  serve ice cream cone, 
courtesy of Hylant, Inc.

TRI had six Day At The Farm events 
in 2014, hos  ng our Golden Giddy 
Up Gang seniors, Big Brothers/Big 
Sisters of Washtenaw County, and 
Greater Detroit Agency for the Blind 
and Visually Impaired. Our second 
annual TRI Summer Camp, three days 
of comprehensive horsemanship, was 
fun and informa  ve - and I put the 
emphasis on FUN! 

Executive Director’s Update - 
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We added two new horses to our herd, bringing us to a total of fi  een – the most horses 
we have ever owned! Serene Sweetness (Serena) and Majority Rules (Major) joined us this 
summer. Serena and Major are already fi rmly imbedded in the hearts of our riders. They are 
both young horses and will be capable of growing with us into our future.

A consultant was brought in to work with our board of directors on crea  ng a strategic 
plan for board engagement and governance. Our board members have worked diligently to 
examine and update our mission, vision, and values, and to plan our goals and objec  ves for 
our future.
 
We have had our best a  endance ever at our volunteer orienta  ons this year! To say that we 
couldn’t do what we do without our volunteers is a gross understatement. They prove every 
day what I fi rmly believe - we have the best of the best here at TRI. If I may boast a li  le, we 
have a huge percentage of volunteers who return year a  er year, proving that we also have 
a lot of fun when we “work.” If you are thinking of volunteering and do not presently do so, 
please contact us – you won’t regret it. 

Our annual TRI-FECTA campaign was beyond a success! Not only did we achieve the fi nancial 
goals we had budgeted for, we raised more than the amount we had hoped for! This 
campaign is driven by our riders and volunteers. Did I already say you are an amazing group 
of passionate, dedicated people? 

For all of you who are reading this and have given of your  me, dollars, and exper  se – I 
thank you. I sincerely hope that you will con  nue to be part of our next 30 Years. 

As the year closes, and with the holidays coming, don’t think for a minute that we are si   ng 
back and taking a break.  We have LOTS of new ideas for 2015…… 

Happy Holidays, Happy New Year, and with my hear  elt thanks, 

Executive Director’s Update - Continued from page 1

Jan Vescelius - 
Execu  ve Director, Program Director,
Head Instructor 

A Loud Whinny of Th anks 
Sigbjorn sends a very loud whinny 
of thanks to all the amazing folks at 
MSU’s Veterinary Teaching Hospital. 
At the end of June, he became 
cri  cally ill with colic. His good 
friend Dr. Romine came right out 
and treated him, but quickly realized 
that Sig needed to get the 24-hour 
care they could give him at MSU. 
So, late on Friday night June 27, Jan, 
Jen, and Tracy became human IV 
poles while Dr. Romine and Beth of 
Saline Veterinary Service got their 
horse trailer to drive him to MSU. 
By the  me Tracy and Jan pulled in, 
just fi ve minutes behind the trailer, 
Sig was already unloaded and being 
treated by fi ve people. It was an 
amazing experience to watch such 
effi  ciency and professionalism. Dr. 
Kullman made sure we understood 
what she was doing and what 
needed to happen next. For several 
days, Jan spoke twice a day with 
the supervising veterinarian, and it 
was really uncertain if Sig would pull 
through. It was such an anxious and 
stressful  me, relieved only by our 
knowledge that he was in the best 

of hands, ge   ng the best possible care. However, fi nally on July 6, Sig celebrated 
his own Independence Day and was cleared to return home to some very relieved 
staff , volunteers, and riders. We are grateful to Lynne Suydam for driving him back 
to TRI.

Our hear  elt thanks to Dr. Tadros, Dr. Scho  , Dr. Holcombe, Dr. Kullman, 
veterinary students Jacquelyn Del Valle and Lauren Knupp, and all the tech staff  
at MSU VTH. It may have been “all in a day’s work for you” but Sig is very special 
to us and we are truly grateful to you for your care and compassion.

Therapeu  c Riding, Inc.
3425 East Morgan Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

(734) 677-0303
www.therapeu  cridinginc.org
info@therapeu  cridinginc.org

TRI’s Summer Camp 2014. 
Campers had a great time 
riding, grooming horses, 
playing games and doing arts 
& craft s!

New horses Major (left ) and Serena (right). 

Sigbjorn, looking much better thanks to MSU’s VTH.
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Th ank you to our Adopt-A-Horse donors

U of M OUD 
supports TRI 

Th e Saturday morning crew sends 
their thanks to Hylant!

Miko wants to send a thank you out to his special friends for renewing their adop  on of him. They want to remain 
anonymous but he, and we, know who they are and he, and we, think they are very special. Thank you for your support of 
our wonderful Mr. Miko.

Sugar was pleased to fi nd out that her friends at The Glancy Founda  on have also renewed their adop  on of her. The Glancy 
Founda  on has been a long  me supporter of TRI and we are so grateful to them for adop  ng Sugar, covering all of her care 
and expenses for the coming year.

Herb Fisher and Suzanne Fisher adopted Serena and Majic in memory of Sara Cole and her daughter, Miranda Cole. Sara 
and Miranda were taken from us much too soon, so Serena and Majic are proud to be adopted in their memories. We thank 
the Fishers for thinking of TRI at their  me of grief.

Thanks to all the staff  at University 

of Michigan’s Offi  ce of University 

Development for suppor  ng TRI and 

our riders with their July “Small Change 

for Change” day. Employees made a 

dona  on in exchange for being able to 

wear jeans to work for a day. Several 

of their employees made an addi  onal 

dona  on, for which we are most 

grateful. (Of course, if they worked 

here, they could wear jeans every day!)

They say an army marches on its stomach. Well, our volunteers sidewalk on their 
stomachs! Not literally of course, but the Saturday morning crew sends their 
apprecia  on to Hylant, Inc. for providing funds for breakfast each week. Delivered 
by Hylant employee, and TRI volunteer extraordinaire, Debbie Neff  each Saturday, 
the breakfasts not only provide much needed energy but have turned the breaks 
between classes into a social  me as volunteers chat and munch. Thank you to our 
supporters at Hylant for your generosity and though  ulness.

Our annual trick-or-trea  ng week was a huge success. Board member Marcia Mullen designed some amazing new 
costumes and came to every single class to make sure that all of our equine performers had all their props and that 
there were no wardrobe malfunc  ons. Major and Serena proved themselves to be true TRI horses when they had no 
problems at all ge   ng dressed up and par  cipa  ng in trick-or-trea  ng. Thanks to all the friends and family members 
who came in costume and helped out as “houses” passing out candy, and thank you to all our wonderful volunteers who 
got into the spirit of things and came in costume as well. If you want to see more photos of our riders, volunteers, and 
horses in costume, check out our Facebook page.

We are very grateful to our volunteer photographer, Tiff any Shanks, for coming out and taking photos of our horses, 
riders, and volunteers in their costumes. Tiff any is a graduate student from the Art Ins  tute of Michigan who donates 
her  me to come and take photos of special events here at TRI. She has taken photos of Day At The Farm events, 
Summer Camp, Trick-or-Trea  ng week, etc. If you are friends of ours on Facebook, you’ll have seen some of her 
great photos. Tiff any likes to tell stories with her photography, to “examine rela  onships while no  ng life’s humor”. 
Rela  onships and humor – yup, that’s us at TRI in a nutshell. Thank you, Tiff any, for suppor  ng TRI and sharing your 
wonderful skills. If you want to check out more of Tiff any’s work, go to her website at www.  ff rosephoto.com. 

Top Left : Costume Designer Marcia Mullen dresses Ella with Librarian Leader Kelsey C.
Top Right: Marcia and Major and someone we think is Bill B.

Bottom: Tuesday morning class says, Trick or Treat!Trick-Or-Treat

Th ank you Hylant, from the Saturday volunteers!
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Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. To 
all our donors, riders, and volunteers - 
thank you for making TRI-FECTA 2014 
such a wonderful success. I am honored 
to announce that our campaign 
brought in almost $30,000 to support 
our amazing horses for the next year. 
This is the most we have raised since 
2010! Thank you for showing our 
horses just how much we appreciate 
and care for them. 

TRI is proud to have served our 
community for the past 30 years. 
We exist to bring the experience of 
horseback riding and equine ac  vi  es 
to area adults and children with 
disabili  es. By suppor  ng our horses, 
you are suppor  ng the very founda  on 
of our program. Thank you.

So, without further ado, here are the 
fi nal standings for our 2014 TRI-FECTA.
Making a respectable showing even 
though she was out on medical leave 
for much of the race, Zeeda brought up 
the rear of the pack. Hanging out close 
by, Leon stayed in #14 so he could keep 
her company.

Garuda, Miko, and Dakota became 
our version of the Three Musketeers, 
holding down #13, 12, and 11 
respec  vely. And no, I don’t mean they 
are really The Three Musketeers. I don’t 
think Dakota is interested in being part 
of a trio - he’s more of a solo ar  st!

Our three newest horses were so 
closely packed together that we had to 
use a photo replay to get their rankings. 
Major was in 10th place, just barely 
behind Serena in 9th and Sugar in 8th. 
All three horses should be very proud 
of themselves, especially Serena and 
Major. They just started working in 
classes so have very few riders and 
volunteers to support them. It just goes 
to show how special they are that they 

Here are updates from Head Instructor Jan Vescelius, Wednesday night instructor, 
Jen Beyer, and Tuesday night instructor, Linda Bolton.

I am always amazed with the growth of our riders. I don’t mean with the fact that 
most of them are ge   ng taller than me – which they are - but with their growth 
in riding skills, body strength, and use of space and all those things we hope for 
them. The use of language for the fi rst  me directed at their horse will never fail 
to make ME speechless. Our riders are amazing; their strength and determina  on 
to succeed is just what we seek for them.  

Jan Vescelius – Head Instructor

A few weeks ago, a parent asked me a great ques  on: “Why do I see the riders 
standing up in the saddle some  mes?” She was referring to what we in the horse 
world call the “two-point posi  on.” It’s called the two-point posi  on because the 
rider’s legs provide two points of contact with the horse, and the rest of his or her 
body is held off  of the horse’s back. It is a commonly used posi  on for jumping, 
but, to the relief of our volunteers, we don’t do a lot of jumping in our group 
lessons.

So why do TRI riders prac  ce two-point? For beginners, the two-point posi  on 
is an excellent way to develop stability in their legs, and it is a very easy way to 
center themselves in the saddle. For some of our students who cannot easily bear 
weight on their legs, it’s a great way to build strength and coordina  on. But, most 
importantly, many riders will tell you it is a fun challenge. We start out just taking 
a few steps and before long there are friendly compe   ons between riders to see 
who can make it all the way around the arena. So next  me you see those riders 
“standing up in the saddle”, think “two-point”, and think of how challenging that 
must be to do on the back of a moving horse!  

Jen Beyer – Wednesday night instructor

did so well their fi rst  me racing.

The only thing I can say about the 
horses in 7th and 6th places is that 
they are TRI’s Odd Couple. Majic - our 
li  le Welsh pony - in 7th, and Ella - our 
big, black Percheron in 6th - are not 
two horses you expect to see together. 
To be honest, there is no love lost 
between the two of them so I am glad 
the race ended and we got all the 
horses off  the track before the two of 
them decided to have their own li  le 
compe   on.

Our TRI ponies defi nitely did 
themselves proud this year. Maizy 
amazed all of her long-suff ering leaders 
and put on enough speed to come in 
5th. This is even more impressive when 
you remember that Maizy, at 27, is the 
oldest, I mean, most senior horse here 
at TRI. Sigbjorn put out a valiant eff ort 
and frequently looked like he might 
take the Winner’s Circle, but he ended 
up with a respectable 4th place fi nish. 
However, he wanted to make sure I 
pointed out that he received more bets 
in his name than any other horse in the 
herd!

And your top three racers were -

In third place, B Smiley fi nished with 
the second most number of bets. His 
riders came out in force to support 
their beloved B.

In second place, and for several weeks, 
he looked like the clear winner, was 
Hey Dobbs! He went ahead early and 
held a defi ni  ve lead over the rest of 
the herd for much of the race. We all 
thought he was going to retake his  tle 
as the Fastest Horse at TRI, un  l....

We received a very generous dona  on 
in support of APRIL, in memory of Joan 
Boyle, moving our sassy redheaded 
mare into fi rst place, where she 
fi nished the race with a comfortable 
lead over Dobbs. This is April’s fi rst  me 
in the Winner’s Circle. We can only 
hope that she will enjoy her  me in the 
spotlight in a posi  ve manner and not 
use it as a reason to become, um, more 
“mare’like” than usual!

Thank you to all the riders and 
volunteers who went out and brought 
in dona  ons in honor of their favorite 
horse. We are grateful to you all for 
your hard work and for caring so much 
about our program and horses.

TRI-FECTA 2014 Instructor’s Corner

Continued on page 13
J

April - your 2014 TRI-FECTA winner

Nick L. demonstrating two-point. Don’t forget to 
look up, Nick!
Ni k L d t ti t i t D ’t f t t

The winning collectors for the 2014 
TRI-FECTA are:

Greatest amount collected:
• Volunteer - Bob S.
• Rider - Nick C. and Robert G. (  e)

Most dona  ons collected:
• Volunteer - Bob S.
• Rider - Dayton G.

As Grand Prize Winners, for bringing 
in the most money for our campaign, 
Bob, Nick, and Robert will each enjoy a 
special day with their favorite horses.
Again, thank you all for your support of 
TRI, our horses, and our riders. We are 
so fortunate to have you as part of our 
TRI family.

With gra  tude,
Tracy

B Smiley getting lots of attention!

Riders love Hey Dobbs
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Volunteer Spotlight - DJ Morin
Our Rider Spotlight this issue focuses 
on a brand new rider and her ini  al 
thoughts and experiences. So I decided 
to interview a brand new volunteer 
and get his thoughts on his fi rst 
session in the arena. DJ Morin came 
to us with a strong horse background. 
He works as an 1880’s farmer and 
historical presenter at Firestone Farm 
in Greenfi eld Village. Part of his du  es 
there involves handling the dra   
horses. 

I asked DJ how he found out about 
TRI and he said he had seen us in a 
segment on WDIV. “I’ve always had a 
great interest in and love of horses and 
a desire to give back to others. The 

two combined 
made TRI a perfect 
opportunity for me 
to serve.”

Obviously, DJ 
enjoys working 
with our horses – 
even our big girl, 
Ella, must seem 
small compared 
with the Farm 
dra  s – but he said 
that’s not the only 
reason he comes 
back week a  er 
week. “We may be 
there to help the 
riders, but they 
give back a lot of 
smiles in return. 
It’s hard to leave 
in a bad mood 
at the end of a 
TRI session. The 
combina  on of 
riders, horses, and 

volunteers (the team) makes you want 
to keep coming back.”

I put DJ on the spot and asked if he had 
any favorites in his riders or horses. 
Ever the gentleman, he answered very 
diploma  cally. “All of the riders I work 
with have impacted me in their own 
way. I’ve found a  er a week or two into 
the break in between sessions, I miss 
working with them! I love learning each 
horse’s personality. TRI has great horses 
to work with.”

When DJ is not working at Greenfi eld 
Village or here at TRI, he is a student 
in pre-veterinary studies at U of M 
Dearborn. He is an avid outdoorsman 
– coaching a spor  ng clays team and 
enjoys fi shing and other outdoor 
ac  vi  es.

It has been a pleasure ge   ng to know 
DJ during his fi rst few sessions with us. 
His calm, reassuring manner is perfect 
for horses, riders, and the Volunteer 
Coordinator! Thank you for joining us 
on our volunteer team, DJ.

Rider Spotlight - Patty Goonis
We want you to meet one of our many riders to learn what TRI means to her and to hear how important it is in her life. 
Every dona  on we receive helps to make it possible for us to provide Pa  y Goonis and all our riders with an amazing 
experience. Pa  y has been riding with TRI since May 2014. One of our long  me volunteers, Bill Boitos, suggested that I 
ask her to share with you her thoughts about her fi rst few lessons here at TRI.

Frankly, before I began, I was terrifi ed! I 
didn’t know how I was physically going 
to get on a horse and how I would do 
once I was up there. Like I told Jan, 
I’m used to falling, just not from that 
height!

My ini  al mee  ng with Jan put me 
at ease. Your facility is beau  ful and 
well maintained. The horses are 
beau  ful and well maintained! When 
Jan asked me what I’d like to learn 
from this experience, I replied that 
at my age there are not very many 
new experiences I can have, and I was 
excited about learning the new skill of 
horseback riding. The fi rst day I rode, 
I was greeted warmly by a team of 
volunteers bearing cookies! (Editor: 
Volunteer Becky Ellwein makes the 
best chocolate chip cookies!) Everyone 
was so solicitous and caring. I had help 
walking to the viewing area, I had help 
ge   ng the right helmet, and I had 
help walking to the ramp. I also had 
help swinging my leg over to get in the 
saddle, which was greatly appreciated.
I was and con  nue to be amazed at how 
my most subtle movements are picked 
up by the horse. (Editor: Pa  y rides 
our resident gentleman – B Smiley. It 
was love at fi rst ride for both of them.) 
Just a li  le shi   in the saddle, and he’s 
walking sideways! If I’m off  balance, 
he’s fl icking his tail. It is comfor  ng to 
know that my two volunteers are there 
for me the whole  me.

The fi rst two lessons went very well. 
I’m busy learning the subtlety of riding 
well. I am more conscious of my body 

doesn’t, I have the experience of being 
pampered every Tuesday morning by a 
group of kind individuals, some of them 
equine.

Thank you for making this happen!

(Editor – Pa  y wrote this over our 
Memorial Day break week and added 
this PS.)

PS - Today is the fi rst day in four weeks 
that I haven’t ridden B and I miss him!

posture at all  mes, not just when I’m 
in the saddle. 

I’ve had this disease for a long  me 
now. (I have MS (mul  ple sclerosis) and 
have had it for 19 years. I refuse to let 
it get the best of me!) It’s disappoin  ng 
to have hope that this thing or that 
thing will be the one to make all 
the diff erence. Therapeu  c riding is 
therapeu  c for me on several levels, 
and being able to walk be  er will be a 
good benefi t if it happens. But even if it 

DJ and Sugar showing off  their awesome 
costumes

DJ having a good time with the Th ursday night guys - aka Jeremy S., Bryan S., Bob S.,
and of course, Sigbjorn
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Tracy Boyle - 
Volunteer Coordinator

Patty on her buddy B Smiley with her volunteers Dale S. and Pat W.
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Hold onto your hats folks ‘cos I got lots 
of news for you. Tracy will catch you up 
on TRI-FECTA in another ar  cle. Just let 
me say that I woulda done much be  er 
in the race if I hadn’t’ve been so busy 
with all this other stuff  they’ve got me 
doing!

But back the train up a bit – what 
happened before TRI-FECTA? See, I 
had to work with Jan, Bruce (Robinson 
– Facili  es Manager), and Jeremy 
(Sin  c – Barn Manager) to get the place 
ready for fall and winter. We had to 
get gravel in for all the driveways and 
gateways. For an en  re day, we got to 
watch awesome trucks and this way 
cool smoother, fl a  ener, massive, truck 
thing as it made all the drives and back 
parking lots, um, gravelly. Then we 
had the front parking lot and driveway 

TRI Tales

Oh wait, I go  a back up a bit more. 
We had to wait on the driveway stuff  
un  l late August ‘cos we were so 
busy around here. My buddies from 
Greater Detroit Agency for the Blind 
and Visually Impaired came back for 
their annual visit. We had friends from 
Big Brother/Big Sister of Washtenaw 
County come for a Day at the Farm (and 
to all the volunteers and staff  who kept 
calling me “TRI’s Li  le”, p   thhhbt!) 
The Golden Giddy Up Gang came in 
August then again in October, and dah 
dah dah dah … we had Summer Camp 
2014. OK, so I love classes and all, but 
Summer Camp is so way cool. The kids 
came and did art projects – Tuesday/
Saturday volunteer Debbie Neff  
brought all sorts of fun stuff  for them 
to create with. They even made some 
rockin’ horse treats. Yum! Then they 
prac  ced their grooming skills and of 
course rode. The fi nal and best project 
was making us horses into works of art 
(well, some of us already were works of 
art, but anyhow…). What do you think?

One serious thing I go  a say. I was so 
happy to have my buddy Sig back from 

MSU. He was pre  y sick and we were 
all worried about him. He’s such a cool 
dude, no airs or graces from him, and 
he’s got a great sense of humor. So 
when he came home, we were all very 
relieved. EXCEPT!!!! Apparently, those 
meanies at MSU have this scale thingy 
in the fl oor and Sig didn’t realize he 
was being weighed un  l too late, when 
the doctor said to Jan, “He’s a chubby 
li  le pony, isn’t he? He needs to lose 
weight.” Argh!! – every pony’s worst 
nightmare. Poor guy – now he is on a 
diet and that just s  nks. I dunno about 
the rest of the horses, but there’s no 
chance I’m le   ng them weigh me. 
I’m a pony. We’re supposed to have 
curves!

I’ve been super busy teaching our new 
kids. We got two new Morgans, Major 
and Serena, (guess they couldn’t fi nd 
any ponies?????. You’re ge   ng a bit 
size’ist around here, folks) who are 
both youngsters. I mean, they’re not 
even ten yet. I didn’t sign up to be a 
babysi  er. Fortunately, Jen and Nora 

Katie B. having fun at Summer Camp with her leader Nora T.

A true work of art! My awesome trick-or-treating costume. 
Th anks, Marcia!

Jason Koller 1978 - 2014

My buddy Miko with his rider
Eden E. taking a break at Summer Camp

resealed. OK, so that also had cool 
trucks but they didn’t smell so great so 
we were glad it was up front and not 
back by us in the paddocks. 

In Memorium

Continued on page 13

It is with sadness that we bid farewell to long  me rider, Jason Koller. Jason 
rode with us for 19 years, from 1992-2011, and was a founding member of 
the “Thursday Night Gang”. Our hear  elt condolences go out to his parents, 
Gloria and Dave, and all of his friends and family. Jason, you will be missed.

From The Ann Arbor News:
Jason William Koller, 36 years old, of Ann Arbor, MI passed away 
unexpectedly while sleeping in his home in Ann Arbor. Jason is survived by 
his loving parents, Dave and Gloria, and his two brothers: David (Tracy), 
and Sco   (Be  y), and his nieces and nephews: Angela, Joseph, Sydney, and 
Ethan…. In Lieu of fl owers, the family is reques  ng dona  ons to the United 
Cerebral Palsy of Detroit, or “Therapeu  c Riding Inc.” of Ann Arbor. 
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Saving Daniel Rhodes and Supporting TRI
Instructor’s Corner

We are so grateful to all the many wonderful individuals, businesses, 
and founda  ons that support TRI. We would like to send a special 
thanks to the following donors who have generously supported us 
with a gi   of $1,000 or more from July 1, 2014 – November 12, 2014. 
Thank you for being part of our “Helping Hands” team.

• The Allstate Founda  on
• Anonymous Donors
• Carolyn Dekker
• Herb Fisher – in memory of Sara and Miranda Cole
• Suzanne Fisher – in memory of Sara and Miranda Cole
• Larry and Sally Grace
• Debita and Robert Graham
• Nancy Kirkpatrick
• Jerry and Sharon McGregor
• PetSmart
• David Rivers – in memory of Joan Boyle
• B. H. Semler Founda  on
• Rusty Towers
• The Bob Ufer Fund
• Cynthia Zirinsky

We Couldn’t Do Th is Without TRI Tales

Poetry in Motion and on the Page

Perhaps you don’t normally think of horses 
and therapeu  c riding when you think of art 
and art galleries, but fortunately for us, River 
Gallery in Chelsea and Michael Feeney did. 
Michael had rescued a treasure trove of art 
by Daniel Rhodes, “America’s champion of 
clay”, and he partnered with River Gallery 
to inventory and document this amazing 
collec  on, ul  mately deeding the en  re 
collec  on to the Gallery. Then, in honor of 
the ar  st’s “intrepid, generous spirit”, the 
Gallery decided to do “something joyful and 
generous with his legacy”. Therefore, they 
mounted an exhibi  on and donated 100% 
of the proceeds to Therapeu  c Riding, Inc. 
and The Purple Rose Theatre Company. We 
were honored to receive $26,125 from River 
Gallery and Michael Feeney and want to 
express our hear  elt gra  tude to them and 
to all the people who were fortunate enough 
to purchase a piece of Daniel Rhodes’ art. 

It goes without saying that our TRI 
horses are very special. Our TRI-FECTA 
campaign shows just how much our 
riders and volunteers love their horses. 
However, Sugar is even more special 
than the others – she is the only TRI 
horse to have had a poem wri  en 
about her. She gave me permission to 
share this with everyone – the poet 
wishes to remain anonymous, so we’ll 
just call him/her “A friend of Sugar.”

Ode to Sugar

Oh, Sugar
You make me feel calm,
as calm as the ocean
on a clear day.
Your coat is
a summer’s night.
A gentle ride
a  er school,
once a week,
makes Mondays feel great.

—A friend of Sugar

Tuesdays Rock! We’re coming to the end of another fantas  c year. I wanted to let everyone know how wonderful the 
Tuesday night team is! I have riders that work very hard to improve their riding skills. And while, to the unini  ated, 
some of the growth may be subtle, those of us who weekly encourage, cajole, and/or harass to help bring about those 
transforma  ons are thrilled with the progress! 

There is an amazing group of volunteers who are truly there for their riders. They willingly step in to cover absences, help out 
if a rider needs extra support, or pitch in to lend a hand with a game. They want to learn more about the horses and more 
ways to support the program, such as learning how to be a moun  ng assistant. The volunteers are observant and o  en have 
great sugges  ons as to ways to improve an ac  vity or insight into what may be bothering a rider, and yet they are very willing 
to follow my direc  ons. We have volunteers that come to visit and give moral support even if they cannot physically help that 
week. And Marina S. (Tack Coordinator) and I are extremely grateful for the grooming help. The group eff ort of cleaning up at 
the end of the night is wonderful – everyone grabs a broom or a trash bag and the evening’s chores are done in a fl ash!

The parents, families, and caregivers keep us well-fed and energized! We all want to thank them for that!
I just wanted everyone to know how much I enjoy working with these people, and I wanted to say “thank you”!

Linda Bolton – Tuesday night instructor

Daniel Rhodes

Sugar enjoying a special treat from her friend
Mason L. 

Continued from page 7

Continued from page 11

have been doing a lot of the boring 
stuff , you know training them, ge   ng 
them used to classes, etc. so I can focus 
on the important stuff  like making sure 
they know who’s in charge and how to 
reach under the fence to get the good 
grass growing on the other side.

Sheesh, I’m exhausted just telling you 
all that stuff . It’s true what they say – a 
pony’s work is never done. Good thing 
I’ve got good employees like Jan, Bruce, 
Jeremy, and Jen to handle all the boring 
stuff . See y’all in the new year – and, 
don’t forget, I’ve been a very good pony 
and deserve lots of yummy stuff  in my 
stocking!

S j i p i l t t f h f i d

BBFN,
Mighty Majic - 
Your TRI Field Reporter
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To the wonderful people at TRI,

I want to sincerely thank you for your very generous dona  ons for my 
coat drive! As a teacher, I refer to my students as “my kids” because 
I feel like not only a teacher, but a mother, a nurse, a mentor, and a 
friend, so I really wanted to make a diff erence for them. During the fall 
season, I’ve had students show up in pajamas because they simply can’t 
aff ord other clothes that are warm enough to wear and it truly breaks 
my heart. Because of you, I can now help these children and I don’t 
have to feel worried about them walking around in the snow without 
proper clothes.

I began this coat drive not knowing if it would be successful. However, 
you have fi lled my Volkswagen Beetle with clothes and my heart with 
joy. I am so excited with the amount of clothing you have donated and 
it is going to be put to very good use.

Again, thank you so much for your generosity! It means the world to 
me!

Sincerely,
Lauren Orlofsky

Th e Wednesday crew L to R (Mary Ann, Diana, Nora, Kitty, Katie, 
and Paula (in black top), along with board member and party planner 
extraordinaire, Marcia Mullen (second from right)

Minnie Mouse - also known as Lauren 
Orlofski - with some of the many warm 

clothes donated by the TRI family

TRI’s warm hearts helped to warm some children
We o  en say TRI is like a family - and that rang true on 
a very special day in late August when Instructor Jen 
Beyer married her husband, John Pucke  . Knowing 
about the fabulous events that TRI board member 
Marcia Mullen organizes for TRI, Jen thought she’d be 
the perfect choice to coordinate her wedding. Marcia 
put together a beau  ful ceremony and recep  on 
(complete with an ice cream machine!) at German Park 
in Ann Arbor. To pull everything off , Marcia called on 
Jen’s amazing “Wednesday crew.” Regular volunteers 
from Wednesday nights off ered to pitch in and help 
with decora  ons, fl owers, and making sure everything 
was just perfect.

In lieu of gi  s, Jen and John opted to ask for dona  ons 
to their favorite chari  es, and TRI was one recipient. 
Dona  ons to TRI were a great way to honor their 
marriage. Please consider sugges  ng dona  ons as 
gi  s for your own special events! Our congratula  ons 
to Jen and John, and our thanks to all the Wednesday 
volunteers who joined them to make their special day 
even more special.

No Gift  Too Small

Wedding Bells

Volunteer Nancy Demyan shared this story with me and graciously gave permission for me to share it with you.

We had our grandchildren for a sleepover last weekend and I thought it might be a good opportunity to teach about giving.

The kids already knew about TRI and the work that we do, so I only had to explain the TRI-FECTA to them. I explained that it 
was a pretend horse race to raise money to buy food for the horses, and I wondered if they would like to help out.

The nine-year-old promptly pulled all the money out of her pocket and handed it to me. I gave part of it back to her and 
explained that you should never give away all your money. We se  led on $5.00. Her ten-year-old brother said, “I think my 
mom donated.” (The equivalent to “I gave at the offi  ce,” right?)

Their 8-year-old cousin said she didn’t have any money. I said, “Hmmm, that’s interes  ng because Papa said you brought 
$20 with you.” She said, “I spent it”, which I knew wasn’t true because we hadn’t gone anywhere. Her four-year-old brother 
didn’t say a word. We’ll hit him up next year!

We men  oned it a few more  mes over the course of the weekend but did not put any pressure on them.

A few days later, I dropped by to see my daughter a  er work and the 8-year-old met me at the door. She held out her fi st 
and said, “Here”. I opened my hand and she dropped a fi s  ul of change ($1.22) into my hand. “What’s this?” I asked. “For 
the horses”, she said.

Thank you to our donors of all ages, for your dona  ons of all amounts.

With thanks to Children’s Charities at Adios 
We are very grateful to Children’s Chari  es at Adios for their generous $5,000 dona  on to TRI. 

Children’s Chari  es at Adios is a local non-profi t which raises funds for children’s chari  es. We 

truly appreciate their support of TRI and our riders.

One of our Tuesday volunteers, Lauren Orlofsky, is a fourth grade teacher at a Title I school in Hamtramck, where 100% of 
the kids qualify for free breakfast and lunch every day. As you can imagine, purchasing winter weather clothes is quite a 
fi nancial challenge for many of her students. Lauren came to Tracy (Volunteer Coordinator) with a request. She told Tracy, “I 
want all the kids at our school to have a warm winter, so I am personally organizing a winter weather clothes drive for our 
students.” She asked if she could bring in a box and put up signs for TRI folks to drop off  any winter clothes they no longer 
needed. We of course said yes. Over the span of just a few weeks, we fi lled Lauren’s car not once, but twice, completely full 
of warm clothing for her students. TRI sends our thanks out to all the people who donated to this clothing drive. Lauren was 
truly grateful and asked us to send along this thank you le  er from her.
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Is it just me or did this year fl y by? It seems like 
everyone is talking about how it feels like it was just 
April and now here we are at the end of the riding 
season and the end of the year. Which also means 
it’s  me for our Year-End Campaign. If you’ve been 
wai  ng for just the right  me to give to TRI, wait 
no longer! The  me is now! Just 20% of our budget 
comes from rider fees. The remaining 80% comes from 
dona  ons from our generous family of supporters and 
friends. Please take a moment to fi ll out the coupon 
and send in your dona  on today to help ensure that 
TRI is able to con  nue providing this amazing service 
to our community for the next 30 years. You can also 
visit our website at h  p://therapeu  cridinginc.org and 
make a secure online dona  on via your credit card or 
PayPal account.

When you shop at Amazon.com through its Smile 
program at smile.amazon.com, a por  on of your 
purchase helps support Therapeu  c Riding, Inc. -- 
and it doesn’t cost you anything extra. 
To be sure you’re suppor  ng TRI, when you visit 
the Amazon site, look on the upper le  -hand 
corner of your screen, near the Amazon logo. Click 
on the word, “Suppor  ng,” and enter “Therapeu  c 
Riding, Inc.” as your benefi   ng organiza  on.
It’s an easy way to shop and support an 
organiza  on you love -- and we appreciate your 
support

Learn more here h  p://smile.amazon.com/about

Make Your Year-End
Donation Now!


