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TRI News
-Inside

A Very Good Day at TRI!

February 4th, 2016 - it was a very good day at TRI! Hold on, is this the spring 
newsle  er I am wri  ng for???? What’s this about February 4th????
I am wri  ng the spring newsle  er ED piece on February 5th!  Yesterday, on the 
4th, Jan and I shared a giggle at the end of the day as we ate Oreo’s around the 
table, watching it snow, when we realized we had a deadline to meet for our 
respec  ve pieces in the spring newsle  er. Wow, deadline already?? Of course, 
because otherwise there would not be a newsle  er with a tradi  on of excellence, 
interes  ng ar  cles and updates and most importantly, in this issue, our Annual 
Donor Recogni  on Report. At 4:00 this morning, I awoke with an epiphany of the 
subject I would write about for my ED piece: a very good day at TRI! As execu  ve 
director, I now eat, breathe and sleep everything about TRI! The staff  doesn’t 
know it, but I dream about them! The horses don’t know either - try dreaming 
about 14 ac  ve horses in our care! And then there is the barn cat, worrying if I 
locked the door, did I return a call, answered an email, you get the picture - there 
are only so many hours in a night!
 
But back to yesterday, February 4th- a very good day at TRI! Jan and I started 
the day mee  ng with a wonderful woman, Donna Genyk, LMSW CF Center 
Coordinator and Clinical Social Worker. She represents a group of children with 
the same chronic illness from C.S. Mo   Children’s Hospital. We are very proud 
to share that TRI has begun a collabora  ve rela  onship with the Child and 
Family Life Department at Mo  . Our goal is to bring the TRI experience through 
outreach programs to those kids who cannot come to our facility. Donna found us 
through our new Mo   rela  onship. Needless to say, a  er a couple of hours, she 
was hooked on our mission, our people and our horses and could hardly contain 
herself with a story to share back at the hospital with her colleagues and families.

A  er Donna le  , we met with Lore  a Pickford, LPC, NCC Expressive Arts Therapist 
Professional Counselor and Arts Therapist. Again, Lore  a fell in love with TRI, ideas 
were fl owing and the desire to contribute to the mission of TRI was clearly stated!
As the day went on, the barn began  to fi ll up star  ng with a volunteer,  followed 
by a rider and his mom, Instructor Jen B. making her way from Detroit to teach a 
lesson, Program Director Jan V. double and triple checking paperwork for the new 
class session…another very good day at TRI!

In the words of John Muir, “spring work is going on with joyful enthusiasm.” So as 
Jan and I sat at the table ea  ng Oreos and refl ec  ng, on February 4th, a very good 
day at TRI, I realized our work is like spring work. As we embrace spring (even 
in February) I think about the joyful enthusiasm of our staff , our volunteers, our 
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Here at TRI, over 70% of our budget 
comes from our donors. This issue 
of our newsle  er celebrates all of 
the generous people who make our 
program possible.  We’d like to send a 
loud Whinny of Thanks to two special 
donors who have supported us since 
our last newsle  er was published.

MIS Cares has renewed their Adopt-
A-Horse support of their beloved 
Maizy for a 6th year.  We are truly 
honored to be one of the community 
agencies supported by MIS Cares and 
all their NASCAR fans.  MIS Cares is a 
donor advised fund of the NASCAR 
Founda  on, a 501(c) (3) non-profi t 
en  ty. MIS Cares’ mission is to create 
a las  ng, posi  ve impact on our 

Th ank you to all my friends at MIS Cares.  You guys are the best.  Love, Maizy.

Groomers Nora T. and Debbie N. wondering 
how they are going to get all that mud off  
Maizy!

A Loud Whinny of Th anks 

Th anks To Our Winter Grooming Team
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riders, and so importantly the joyful enthusiasm of our donors. I think of James, a young 
man in middle school who this winter rallied his friends to give to TRI rather than buy him 
birthday presents. I think of our annual adopters of the horses, who proudly display “their 
horse” picture on their wall at work or home. I think of donors suppor  ng scholarships so 
that no par  cipant is ever turned away because of economic restraints. I think of donors 
who give in all diff erent ways and all diff erent amounts, because they believe in our mission 
and CHOOSE to support TRI. 

As spring arrives, the barn fi lls up with ac  vity again a  er the much deserved winter break 
dedicated to new opportuni  es, horse care and training, educa  on, farm maintenance and 
other du  es. With spring comes a very full calendar.  As we look ahead, please save the 
date, September 30th for our Annual Boots, Brews and BBQ event! You won’t want to miss 
this event - get your boots ready for an evening of fun, dancing, food, horses and great 
people - and I promise, it will be another very good day at TRI!

We are not who we are, we cannot do what we do, we cannot serve our mission to those 
around us without you. Although I am wri  ng this in February, there is a spring in our step, 
we have spring fever, and joyful enthusiasm as a TRI family ever so grateful and thankful for 
your support. 

Again, thank you, thank you, from our riders, staff , volunteers and board of directors! 

What do you get when you mix clay soil, 
warmer than usual winter weather, and rainy 
days?  Some seriously muddy horses.

As you’ll see later in the newsle  er, Majic was 
an absolute disgrace for much of the winter, 
and his buddies weren’t that much be  er.  So 
we send a huge thank you out to our volunteer 
groomers who came in twice a week during 
our break to make sure our horses were 
groomed, feet cleaned, and generally checked 
out.  Many  mes they would stop by my offi  ce 
on the way out and (jokingly) say they were 
going to hose themselves off  in the wash rack 
because they were so dirty.  (Well, it does have 
warm water!)  So our gra  tude goes out to:  
Molly D., Chris D. Lea D., Sarah F., Debita G., 
Debbie Ne., and Nora T.  Instructors Jen and 
Linda also pitched in to help out when the 
horses were par  cularly grubby.  Thank you all!

Leanne Chadwick - 
Execu  ve Director

community through charitable giving 
and volunteer eff orts that cul  vate 
community growth and advance quality 
of life.  Jan V. had the opportunity 
to a  end their recent presenta  on 
luncheon and meet some of the 
representa  ves of other agencies MIS 
Cares supports.  She came away awed 
by the amount of good the Fund does 
for our community and by the variety 
of programs who benefi t from its 
support. Of course, as far as Maizy is 
concerned, that’s not the important 
stuff  – she says come on out and visit 
me, and bring the carrots!

As I men  oned above, only about 20-
30% of our budget comes from rider 
fees.  However, if a rider cannot aff ord Tracy Boyle - 

Volunteer Coordinator 

to pay, they can s  ll ride, thanks to 
the generosity of Ruth Schekter and 
Bill Zirinsky.  Both of their children, 
Sam and Juliana, were riders with TRI.  
While sadly they have passed away, 
Ruth and Bill keep their memory alive 
through the Sam and Juliana Zirinsky 
Memorial Scholarship Fund.  Each 
year, Ruth and Bill make two generous 
dona  ons – one to our general 
opera  ng fund, and one to the Sam and 
Juliana Zirinsky Memorial Scholarship 
Fund, to ensure that all of our riders 
can experience the joy of riding and 
being with our amazing horses, and 
that fi nances are never a barrier.
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Program Director’s Update
Happy New Year everyone!  

Someone asked me if the staff  was 
enjoying their  me off  over January – I 
told them we don’t do that ‘  me-off ’ 
thing.  There are classes to schedule, 
horses to train, new programs to roll 
out, offi  ce stuff  and fi nancial reviews to 
get done, and plans to be made.  There 
have been mountains of mud to scrape 
off  horses, a facility to maintain, and 
new stuff  to fi nd places for….. (did I 
catch your interest with that one?)
We have a couple new collabora  ve 
programs coming up this year that 
you will all be interested in.  One is a 
community outreach with C.S. Mo   
Children’s Hospital.  We are going 
to off er an off -site horse-less horse 
experience to the children and families 
who may be staying long term at the 
hospital.  The other is “My Turn: ASD 
Friendly Sunday” – an exci  ng year 
of fun on 12 Sundays.  More on both 
programs coming soon. 
  
This fi rst newsle  er of the year is a 
very special edi  on.  I say “special” 
because we get to celebrate all the 
people who donated to TRI in 2015.  
Whether you gave one dollar or many, 
many more, we salute you.  To say 
that we couldn’t do it without you is 
an understatement.  Through your 
generosity, we are able to off er more 
ways for our riders to advance their 
skill levels with the con  nua  on of 
the mini-series piloted last August 
(see below). Our outreach to the 
community is taking us to people we 
have never reached before, and the 
quality of the horsemanship skills that 
we teach con  nues to be exemplary. 
 

We have so much to look forward to: TRI Summer Camp 2016 in August, 
a con  nua  on of our 2015 mini-series – “Introduc  on to Dressage” and 
“Introduc  on to Showmanship” (TBA), and BBBBQ in September.   Special Tree 
Rehabilita  on will be coming to TRI once a month a  er a successful pilot in 2015, 
and we hope to keep the Golden Giddy Up Gang galloping along on a regular 
basis as well!  Keep a sharp eye on your email for informa  on about all the new 
and exci  ng programming coming up!   

If you are a donor, I personally thank you and I hope that you are very proud of 
yourself.  You have chosen a wonderful, fun, high quality program to support 
that is right in your own backyard.  You can see where your dollars go and even 
come for a visit.  Your generosity has allowed us to increase the number of 
people we serve and how we serve them, and has made it possible for us to 
expand our mission in exci  ng ways.  

How exci  ng you ask?  Just wait. We have some very cool things coming up.  

If you would like to schedule a visit and tour, please email me at
jan@therapeu  cridinginc.org or call me at 734-677-0303.

Take care and I hope to see you all soon!

Fun at Summer Camp 2015

Golden Giddy Up Gang

Jan Vescelius - 
Program Director/Head Instructor

Tracy Boyle - 
Offi  ce Manager

Servers, and
docking stations,
and wireless 
connections,
oh my!
Now I won’t say that Jan and I 
are Luddites, but when we were 
faced with the task of upgrading 
our computer equipment last 
year, we had no idea where to 
begin.  Fortunately, we had a 
wonderful resource right here in 
our TRI Family.  Jeff  Tish, father to 
rider Ellie, not only understands 
computers and servers and 
wires, but was able to explain 
in such a way that we actually 
understood him.  That is a real 
skill!  Our hear  elt thanks to Jeff  
for his pa  ence and support as we 
improved our computer situa  on.
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Laughing with her helpers (left  to right) Dave J., Pat W., and Louise M.

(above) Aralynn on her buddy 
Miko with Papa Dean K. (l). 
and Dad Aric K. (r). 

(left ) And you thought I 
was going to be afraid of the 
horses!  With a little help from 
Program Director Jan V.

up onto her horse. Reins in hand, she 
gave a confi dent “Walk On!” and off  
she went, big smile on her face.  And 
she hasn’t stopped smiling since.  (To 
be honest, neither have we!)

When I asked D’Ann how she thought 
riding was impac  ng Aralyn, she told 
me, “I think the riding is improving her 
core strength and some of her sensory 
issues - not sure if it’s confi dence or 
improving her nervous system, or 
both.  Physically she’s willing to try a 
few more things that she was reluctant 
to do before.  I think it helps ease her 
anxiety.”  

As far as what Aralyn thinks, “she would 
say she loves riding and her horse!  She 
seems very proud to be a rider :)  We’re 
very thankful for how accommoda  ng 
Jan has been with ge   ng the li  le ones 
in!  All the staff  are wonderful - very 
kind and genuinely interested in the 
riders.  The volunteers have been great 
with ge   ng to know Aralyn and making 
sure she’s comfortable and safe.  She 
always has fun and is very happy when 
riding, due to the great work everyone 
does!”

We are thrilled to have Aralyn and 
her parents as part of our TRI family.  
Just goes to show – don’t ever 
underes  mate one of our riders!

Rider Spotlight - Aralyn K.
We want you to meet one of our many riders so you can learn what TRI means to her and to hear how important 
it is in her life. Every dona  on we receive helps to make it possible for us to provide Aralyn K. and all our riders 
with an amazing experience.

While technically Aralyn joined TRI in 
Spring 2015, she’d actually been coming 
to the barn for many months before 
that.  As her mom explains below, 
Aralyn can be pre  y cau  ous about 
things, so her parents brought her for 
lots of li  le visits to the barn to get her 
used to things ahead of  me.  I’ll let her 
mom, D’Ann, take it from here.

Aralyn has problems with motor 
planning - things that come naturally 
for others, like ge   ng on a bike, 
can be diffi  cult for her.  She has 
to really think about each step in 
doing something and requires more 
prac  ce at it.  Her gross motor skills 
are developmentally behind her 
peers.  She has mildly low muscle 
tone, especially in her core.  She 
also has sensory issues - loud/ 
unusual sounds bother her.  She has 
avoidant behaviors due to how her 
brain processes things.  I won’t get 
into the technical stuff  with sensory 
integra  on disorder. We’d be here all 
day!  She is a cau  ous child.

With each visit to the barn, Aralyn got 
a li  le braver.  From playing with toy 
horses in the lobby, to watching classes 
from the observa  on room window, to 
pu   ng on her helmet, to walking out 
in the stall barn (right in the  middle of 
the aisle way so as to be as far from the 
horses as possible!), she bravely built 
up her confi dence un  l the big day.  
We were all prepared for a tumultuous 
lesson un  l she adjusted to being up 
on her horse.  But she sure showed us.  
Helmet on, she took Jan’s hand, walked 
out into the arena, and let Jan li   her 

We Couldn’t Do Th is Without
We are so grateful to all the many wonderful individuals, businesses, and 
founda  ons that support TRI. We would like to send a special thanks to the 
following donors who have generously supported us with a gi   of $1,000 or 
more from July 1, 2015 – December 31, 2015. Thank you for being part of 
our “Helping Hands” team.

Several donors who wish to remain anonymous

Debita and Robert Graham

Mike Hommel

Nancy Kirkpatrick

John Lawton

Jerry and Sharon McGregor

THE MOSAIC FOUNDATION (of R. & P. Heydon)

Marina Seeman

The Jack and Ginny Sinn Family Founda  on

Rusty Towers
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Hiya everyone – HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  
Yea, I know it’s almost spring and all, 
but I haven’t talked to you in a long 
 me so, HAPPY NEW YEAR!

So let’s see, what do I have to catch 
you guys up on?  OK, fi rst way cool 
thing – we have a truck! Yup, a spiff y 
2013 F250 Super Dooper! What?  Oh.  
Oops. It’s a F250 Super DUTY.  Jan’s 
been wan  ng one for a long  me, 
and a  er my buddy Siggy had to be 
taken to MSU, she was determined 
that we have a truck of our own (and 
soon a trailer!).  And of course, she 
got a white one so that it matches 
the best horse on the property.  (Shut 

TRI Tales

up, Tracy – I am too white, under this 
layer of mud!)  So now Jer can take it 
to get stuff  at the feed mill, and maybe 
someday soon some of us cri  ers will 
get to go to a horse show. OMG – that 
would be too much fun.  I know I’d 
knock all those judges’ socks off .  (Huh, 
Tracy just told me I’m NOT on the list of 
horses to go to horse shows yet.  NOT 
COOL!)  BTW – this truck is seriously 
spoiled.  Jer spent a ton of  me 
cleaning and rearranging the hay barn 
so the truck could live inside.  Now, 
what kind of a wimpy truck do they 
think it is??

OK, I’ll complain about that later.  More 
news. So it was a pre  y mild winter 
which was nice except you know all that 
snow that you guys were happy not 
to have to shovel? Well, it did a pre  y 
important job – it covered up the MUD.  
Without it, well, take a look at Tracy’s 
ar  cle about the volunteer winter 
groomers and you’ll get the picture.  
By the  me you read this, we’ll be 
shedding our winter coats and ge   ng 
ready for spring, and more mud! Life is 
good :) 

Less fl ashy than a truck but very, very important – TRI now has an AED on 
site.  Board member, volunteer, and proud mom of rider Robert, Debita G. 
researched diff erent brands and, with the guidance of Kathryn Danaher at 
the American Red Cross, selected a unit for the barn.  She also arranged for 
Kathryn to come out and train all of the staff  on how to use this par  cular 
model.  I truly hope that it stays in its case and no-one ever gets to see it, 
but just so you know – it’s kept in the board room in a wall-mounted case 
by the white board. Bruce installed a locator sign above the door so you’ll 
know where to fi nd it.  Thank you, Debita, for taking on this important 
project, and thanks to Kathryn for making sure we were all comfortable 
using the AED.

My buddies Miko and Dakota goofi ng off  in 
the indoor arena.

Sigbjorn enjoying a warm day and a little mud bath.  Sorry, groomers.

Hang on, I forgot something.  It was 
about the hay barn……  Now what 
was it?.....  Oh yea, that’s it.  There 
was all sorts of banging and crashing 
going on in there in February.  We 
couldn’t quite see from the paddocks 
but I peeked in on my way back to 
the stall barn.  Jeremy and Bruce 
(Robinson) were cleaning out a space 
and building something. What was 
it?  Apparently it’s something called 
a “quirky stall”, no, a “quality stall” 
– dang it, what is that word?  Oh, 
“quaran  ne stall”.  Yea, like I was 
gonna remember that goofy word.  
Jan says it’s a place where new horses 
can hang out un  l they’ve had all their 
shots and stuff  and are ready to join 
us in our barn.  Cool, huh? 

An Important New Piece of
Equipment At Th e Barn

Continued on page 12.
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Volunteer
Spotlight

Instructors’ Corner

In each issue of our newsle  er I 
highlight one of our many amazing 
volunteers.  TRI is a volunteer-based 
non-profi t organiza  on, and without 
our volunteers we would not exist.  
Usually I tell you about one of our 
arena volunteers, someone who 
works directly with our riders and 
horses – a sidewalker, horse leader, 
or tack assistant. In this issue, I’m 
going to introduce you to some other 
volunteers, our board of directors.  
Our board is an all-volunteer board, 
charged with making sure TRI makes 
good use of our donors’ money and 
that we are always striving to meet our 
mission.

First of all, I have to say thank you and 
goodbye to our re  ring members – 
Bob Donnellan, David Lupu, Marcia 
Mullen, and Bill Wood.  We appreciate 
all your hard work and dedica  on to 
TRI, our riders, and our donors.  Thank 
you.

Joining us this year are some new-
but-not-so-new faces.  Rick Collman, 
Mike Hommel, and Larry Macklem 
are returning as board members.  All 
served on our board in the early 2000’s 
and Mike and Larry were integral parts 
of the team that raised the funds, built 
our new facility, and helped move us 
into our new home on Morgan Road.  
They are all also arena volunteers and 
Rick is a long  me member of the team 
that helps to train our new volunteers.  

Lindsay Dacko joins us as our Treasurer, 
but she is also not new to TRI as she 

When all of the volunteers, riders, and parents make their 
way back to TRI for the Early Bird and Spring/Summer 
Sessions, I’m o  en asked, “How was your break?” While 
things are certainly quieter at TRI in January, we (the 
instructors) are s  ll hard at work! Here is some of what goes 
on between the sessions.

Private Lessons—some brave riders s  ll want to ride in 
January. The weather cooperated with us this year and, with 
help from the arena heaters, I taught several private lessons 
each week of the break! Rider Robert G. learned three new 
para-dressage tests in January, and loved his  me with the 
arena all to himself. 

Grooming—I can’t take credit for this, but we have 
dedicated teams of volunteers who come to groom our 
cri  ers twice a week during session breaks. They spent 
numerous dusty hours cleaning the MUD off  of our horses. 
Majic celebrated the warmer-than-normal winter by rolling; 
turning himself from white to mud-colored! Thanks to all of 
our volunteer groomers! 

Horse Training—You’d be amazed at how quickly horses can go from fi t to fat! 
During regular sessions our horses work every day; when we are on break, it is our 
job to make sure that the horses stay in good condi  on and also get some well-
deserved a  en  on. Major and Leon, two of our less-experienced herd members, 

needed some training to make sure 
that they were strong, balanced, and 
ready to serve TRI’s riders. 

Planning—We also take some  me in 
January to plan for the upcoming year. 
We’ve got some exci  ng new programs 
shaping up (see Program Director’s 
ar  cle page 4), and we love coming up 
with new challenges and opportuni  es 
for our riders! I’m looking forward 
to con  nuing and expanding our 
successful “Introduc  on to Dressage” 
class in 2016! 

Despite all the other business going on 
while TRI is “on break,” I start to miss 
the hustle and bustle of our regular 
sessions by the middle of January. 
I always look forward to the days 
when the building is full of parents, 
volunteers, and (most importantly) 
riders! 

Since this is our Annual Donor Recogni  on Report issue, perhaps you are 
wondering how you could support TRI. We’re glad you asked! You could:

• Make a dona  on via check or online at
h  p//therapeu  cridinginc.org. Over 70% of every dona  on goes 
directly into providing programming to our par  cipants.

• Adopt-A-Horse. For a $5,000 dona  on, you can support the 
founda  on of our program, our horses. Can’t quite aff ord the $5,000 
all at once? No problem. Our new credit card processing service 
makes it possible to pay your gi   in installments. Contact the offi  ce 
for more informa  on.

• Encourage friends and family to donate to TRI in lieu of gi  s for a 
birthday, anniversary, or special event

• Make a tribute or memorial gi   to TRI in honor of that special 
family member, friend, or even a pet

• Shop at Kroger. We par  cipate in the Kroger Community Rewards 
program. Visit h  ps://www.kroger.com/communityrewards to sign 
up. Our ID# is 83817.

• Corporate sponsorship – Does your employer do a matching gi   
program? Make dona  ons in honor of an employee’s volunteer 
hours? Perhaps your company does a “Casual Day” or “Jeans 
Friday”? Or does it donate a por  on of a day’s receipts to a charity? 
Contact your HR department for more informa  on about how you 
and your company can support TRI and our community.

• GoodSearch.com – For every internet search you do, Goodsearch 
will donate a penny to TRI. Go to goodsearch.com, enter Therapeu  c 
Riding, Inc. in the search bar – we’re way down the bo  om as 
“Therapeu  c Riding – TRI” – and then search as you normally would.

• Volunteer – We’ve told you how important our volunteers are to 
TRI. Come and join our amazing volunteer team. You don’t have to 
be a horse person, although we love our horsey friends! We have a 
comprehensive training program and you will meet some amazing 
people.

• Wish List – visit our website to see our current Wish List and see if 
there are things on there you can help us with.

How can I help?

Continued on page 12. Jen Beyer - 
Instructor

Robert G. and Hey Dobbs! perfect a 
10-meter circle. 

Believe it or not – underneath all that mud is our own TRI Field Reporter, Majic! 
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It is through the support of our 
community members and businesses, 
year a  er year, that TRI is able to serve 
our riders, care for our horses, and 
maintain our facility. We recognize 
and thank our donors below, and are 
grateful for their generous dona  ons 
received between January 1, 2015 and 
December 31, 2015. 

Your gi   is very important to us. If 
your name is misspelled, omi  ed, or 
incorrectly listed, please contact us at 
734-677-0303, or by email at
info@therapeu  cridinginc.org

Individual Giving for 2015
Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous Donor

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous Donors
Pa  y Woodall 
John and Pamela Zeller
Ruth Schekter and Bill Zirinsky

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
Anonymous Donors
Jean and Tom Beyer
Dr. David and Martha Bloom
Jamie and Cheryl Buhr
Carolyn Dekker
Molly Dobson
Robert Donnellan
Peter and Pa  y Fink 
Esther M. Floyd
Debita and Robert Graham
Carole and Howdy Holmes
Mike Hommel

Annual Donor Recognition Report 2015

Nancy Kirkpatrick
Judy and Larry Macklem
Dr. Gary and Mary McClusky
Jerry and Sharon McGregor
Adrienne Nemura
Marina Seeman
TengHua and Lie Shine Shieh
Margaret Taylor
Rusty Towers
Laurie and Timothy Wadhams
Bill and Pam Wood

Dressage - $500 - $999
Anonymous Donors
Bill and Mary Barsan
Don and Sharon Calbert
Shirley Calcaterra 
Howard and Anne Cooper
Karl and Nan Couyoumjian
Judy and Steve Dobson
Jerine Dunham
David and JoAnna Featherman
Larry and Sally Grace
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Holmes

Sarah Krein
Pam and Bruce Litchford 
Tim and Kathy Norton
Neil and Anita Paolella
Anne and Mark Schmidt
Mary Ann Schrock-Hoff man
Elizabeth Veach
Brian Weisman

Canter - $250 - $499
Anonymous Donors
Bev and John Alexander
Becky and Rick Altschuler
Bill and Mar   Boitos
Dick and Barb Carlisle
Rob and Kris  n Casalou
Rick and Jill Collman
Tim and Caroline Deacon 
Pa    Dobbs
Becky Ellwein
Kathy Emery
Josephine Manber
Yvonne Manber
Liz Marsh
Anne and Bill McNally
Louise Moore
Marcia Mullen 
Ken and Joanne Pawenski
Douglas and Mariel Peck
Richard and Lauren Prager
Annie Roby
Ann and Thomas Schriber
Janet Sibbold
James Su  le
Ruthanne and Seth Wolk

Celia L. and her buddy Majic

On those days when it did get too cold, 
Jer let us play in the arena so we could 
stretch our legs.  It’s great fun ‘cos we 
can roll in the so   sand and buck and 
kick and do whatever we want.  Which 
in my case is bug Leon to bits. Hee hee, 
ain’t I a s  nker?  Speaking of playing in 
the arena, when we got all that snow 
at the end of February, we couldn’t 
go outside so we went in the arena.  
Someone (who shall remain nameless, 
but only as long as I get a regular 
supply of carrots…) forgot to latch the 
chain on the arena gates, and, well, 
take a look.  That’s my pals Siggy and 
Dobbs going ‘walk about’ in the stall 
barn and hanging out together in one 
of the empty stalls. I laughed so hard I 
about fell over.  

Oh – I almost forgot, we had a great 
Early Bird Session in February and 
March and one of my riders started 
working on riding me independently.  
I’m so proud of her I could bust.  Of 
course, it helps that she has such an 
awesome (equine) instructor. Oh, and 
Jen, Jan, and Linda ain’t bad either.

So, I guess that’s it for this  me around.  
I’ll see y’all soon and just remember, 
it’s good karma to bring a treat for the 
pony!

BBFN

Mighty Majic - 
Your TRI Field Reporter

Continued from page 9.

Continued from page 10.

has been a horse leader and grooming assistant for several years. As she is a 
prac  cing CPA, we know our fi nancial statements will be in good hands.

New to the board, and to TRI, is Jeff ery Hall.  Jeff  is a lawyer in Saline and we are 
grateful to him for bringing this very important skill to our board and program.

Holding down the fort, and training the new(‘ish) members are returning 
members Audra Asher, Dick Carlisle, Debita Graham, and Mori Richner.  Audra 
and Mori were part of the hard working commi  ee that put on our fun-fi lled 
Boots, Brews, and BBQ 2015.  Dick is a long  me member of the TRI family, being 
a parent of a former rider and a board member for several years.  Debita is also 
a rider parent and an arena volunteer, and uses her skills as a nurse in helping to 
make sure our health and safety programs and prepara  ons are top notch.

As you can tell, TRI’s board is comprised of people who are truly commi  ed to TRI 
and our mission.  If you get chance to see one of these wonderful people at the 
farm, please take a moment to tell them “thank you”.  We really are lucky to have 
such a great board of directors.

Volunteer Spotlight

TRI Tales

Tracy Boyle - 
Volunteer Coordinator 
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Trot-On - $100 - $249
Anonymous Donors
Carrie Ashton
Deborah Dawson and Jerry Bailey
Jaclyn Bates
Karen Bates
Connie and John Belda
Eleanor Bell
Nicholas Bell
Blair Beuche
Herb and Chris  ne Black
Amanda and Benne   Borsuk
Mary Raab and John Boyer
Shirley Brenner
Lori Brewer
Susan and Keith Brown
Bruce and Barbara Browne
Ki  y Burkhart
Kevin and Stephanie Busch
Linda and Jim Cameron
Amy and Mike Ca  ell
Suzanne and Rich Ceppos
Sara and Paul Christensen
Kathy and Spaulding Clark
Isabelle Coe 
Kathi Cohen
James Condon
Debbie and William Costello
Sarah Cowherd
Philip and Dana Cundiff 
Diane Cupps
Anne Curzan
Skip Davis and Susan Cutshaw
Turgay Dabak
Chris  ne and Bob Dailey

Tim and Robin Damschroder
Mikel and Barbara De Irala 
Chris  ne and William Deacon
Kevin and Sue Deacon
Robert and Julie Deacon
Ann Dodge
Monica Doerr
Stan and Kris   Dolot
Thomas and Joyce Durham
Alina Verdiyan and Sean Duval
Don and Clare Eaton
Billie Wright-Ericson and John Ericson
Roger Espinosa
Paula Evers
Janice Farrehi
Annie Fink
Margaret Fink
Larry and Linda French
Marty Gargaro
James Gehrke
Sue Gehrke
Dawn Goryca
Pamela Graham
M.J. and A.D. Green
Julie B. Greenisen
Joan Morrell-Gregorka and David 
    Gregorka
Jim and Penny Griffi  th
Martha Grimes
Robert and Pamela Guenzel
Peggy Hagans
Dr. Mark and Sally Hanselman
The Hardy Family
Larry Has  e
Sally Ha   g
Eric and Kelly Head

Ron Heames
Janet and Chris Heaton
Joyce Hennessee
Susan Hill
Melissa and Christopher House
Zarana Aslami and Mark Jacobson 
Mary and Kent Johnson
Ken and Janet Joslyn
The Kastely Family
Sally and David Kennedy
Bill and Mary Kinley
Louise and Delphine Kish
James Kohn
Dana and Jus  n Lenoir
Gordon and Toni Lexcen
Bill and Linda Lighthall
Katherine Litchford
Thomas Litchford
Divino Moro and David Lupu
Paul and Stacia Lyon
Margaret McKinnon
Jerry and Deb May
Tom and Debby McMullen
Mark and Kary Miller
Denise Mitchell
DJ and Michele Morin
Maryanna and Chris Morley
Basil Moucoulis
Greg Moucoulis
Sharon Nicola
Ryan Noel
Kate Noll-Greene
John Hicks and Elaine Nowak
Donna and Jeff  Omichinski
Cara and Mark Peterson
Jen Piche
Lori and Bruce Pickard
Dale and Cheri Poplin
Bonnie Purkey
Melissa Rabidoux
Paula and Steve Rand
John Lofy and Laura Rubin
Michael McIntosh and Lisa Russo
Van and Patricia Sandstrom
Bob Sasena
Richard Sasena
Nancy and Jerry Schleicher
Kathy and Bob Shipley
Bonnalyn Smith
Alma Snider
Don and Elaine Stein
Donald and Patricia Stein
David and Shannon Steinbach
Jim and Gwynn Sterken
Natalie and Ed Surovell

Mason L. thanking Sugar for a good lesson

Gundy and Robert Sweet
Jerry and Carole Sweet
Jim Peggs and Peg Talbur  
James and Susan Tish 
Bob and Susan Ufer
David and Karen Ufer
Carol Van Curler
Paula and Stephen Verhoff 
Joyce Vivirski
Sharon and Paul Watling
Terry and Melanie Wa  s
Jerry and Pat White
Joe and Michele Zdanowski

Walk-On - $1 - $99
Anonymous Donors
Chris  ne Alexander
Wayne Amber
Diane Ardner
Janice and Brian Aslami
Abby Aus  n
Amanda Roberson Aus  n
Azam Omar 
Jacqueline Barraco
Kaitlin Barre  -Huff 
Be  y Beal
Susan Belanger
Tom Belanger
Linda Bolton
Angela Bonnell
Todd Bos
Hassiba and Djamel Bouzit
Kyla Boyse
Barbara Bradley
Clark and Heather Brigger
Juanita Brune  
Michael Burch
Alan Burg
Allea Burton
Cindy and Nick Butkevich
Emily Campbell
David Carani
Brent and Valerie Carie
Michael Check
Andrea Cline
Franco Coe
Julie Coe
Shirley Coebeck
Johnna Coleman
Susan Copley
James Corey
Anne Heise and Doug Cowherd
Joseph Cowherd
Rich Cox
Martha Daniels

Marjorie Deacon
Tom and Pa   e Deacon
Shondra Decker
Charles and Sharon Dendinger
Dennis Dreher
Kenneth Dropiewski
Joe and Jan Eadie
Sam Eadie
Jeff rey and Elizabeth Fall
Barton and Sarah Faylor
Sydney Faylor
Tom Faylor
Liz Gadway
Shashikanth Gajaraj
Debra Garcia-Wagner
Amy Gargas
Chad and Krista Gazie
Susan Gazie
France Gelinas
Sharon Gibbons
Glenn Gibson
Angie and John Gielow
John Gielow
Amanda Goldbla  
Brienne Goubeaux
Amelia Gray
Julia Grelak
Idelle Hammond-Sass
Pam Hardin
Heidi Hargesheimer
Katy and Woody Held
Claudia Hickman
Meghan Hickman
Dr. and Mrs. Harry Huff 
Rose Jacobson
Jaclyn Jemyc
John Johnson
Leslie Johnson
Suzanne and Greg Johnson
Keith Jones
Jennifer Joslyn-Siemiatkoski
David Kashel and Tracy Shafer-Kachel
CJ Killebrew
Aric and D’Ann Kirkland
Margie Kline
Mike and Trish Kunnath
Pamela Labadie
Steven Daut and Susan Lackey
Deborah Lancaster
Eileen Lawton
Jeanne Lawton
Theresa Lehnert
Maggie Leonard
Wendy Lin
Alex Lindal

Mary Lonz
Sally Lunn
Daniel and Konstan  na Lupu
Wendy Lynn 
Celia Lyon 
James and Carrie Lyon
Mike Marshall
Chelsea Mar  n
Kristen Parr-Ma  hews and Darwin 
    Ma  hews
Janet Max
Mastaneh Maybody
Betsy McCallister
Mark and Susan Katz McFall
Henryka Mendyk
Rafal Mendyk
Jim Michaud
John and Dianne Miefert
Marianna Miefert
Tom Minagawa
Pam Moorman
Linda and Wayne Mulari
The Murthy Family
Barbara and Ron Nemura
Cindie Niemann
Debra Nikolas
Becky Nitzh
Dan and Debra Oman
Ellen Pollack and Nigel Paneth
Harish Patel
Traven Pelle  er
Jim and Lorelei Phillips
Don Pitcher
Abbra Puvalowski
Louise Rayburn
Vedha Reddy
Sheri Reed
Ronaldo Regalado
Ann Ringia
Louise Rodriguez
Brad and Debra Romaler
Karin Romero
Brenda and Bob Romig-Fox
Annie Rose
Sandy and Harry Ruhmann 
Debbie Schlang
Anita Schmi  er
Vidya Shah
Amy Shepherd
Carol Shipley
Dionne Slater
Susan Sobota
Dr. Irwin and Susan Solomon
Michelle Spivey
Sue Spreeman
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Cora Ssengoba
Angeline Welson and Douglas   

       Swatosh
Doug and Diane Swatosh
Patrick Tague
Kate Thiwlf
Jeff  and Margo Tish
John and Jean Tish
Peg and Rob Turney
Jan Vescelius
Andrew Vieweg
Lowell and Ginny Walker
Gary and Sally Wallace
Tom Wallace
Camella Walraven

Danielle Washington
John and Chris  ne Watson
Howard and Judith Weinbla  
Sheila Wendorf
Parke Wiegman
Nicki Willi
Daniel Woeste
Joan Wright
Ziaogan Zhu

Corporate, Foundation, and 
Service Organization Donors
TRI is truly grateful to the following 
Corpora  ons, Founda  ons, and Service 
Organiza  ons for their support.

Corporate Donors

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999
River Gallery

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous Donors

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999

Dressage - $500 - $999
Bank of Ann Arbor 
Carlisle Wortman Associates
Comerica Bank 
GHD Services, Inc.
Hylant
Old Na  onal Bank 
Re  rement Income Solu  ons 
Richner and Richner, LLC
River Gallery

Canter - $250 - $499
The Employees at Black & Veatch 
    Corpora  on, Ann Arbor
Domino’s Pizza
Kroger Community Rewards     

        customers
MTU America Inc.
Savarino Proper  es
Sesi Lincoln
State Farm Insurance Companies –
    William Dufek

Trot-On - $100 - $249
Dragonfl y Farms, LLC – 
    Barbara Butman, DVM
Michigan Commercial Realty, LLC
Third Power Promo  ons, LLC
Wayside Veterinary Clinic – 
    Dean Kirkland, DVM

Summer P. hugging her best friend April

Walk-On - --$99
American Tower Corpora  on
Amazon Smile customers
Ann Arbor Offi  ce Repair, LLC –
    Daniel Wentworth
IBM Employee Services Center

Founda  on and Service
Organiza  on Donors

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999
The J.F. Ervin Founda  on 
James A. and Faith Knight 
    Founda  on

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous donors
The Buhr Founda  on
Children’s Chari  es at Adios
MIS Cares
Speckhard-Knight Charitable
    Founda  on

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
The Allstate Founda  on
Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor
Polish Student Associa  on – 
    University of Michigan
The Edward F. Redies Founda  on, Inc.
B.H. Semler Family Fund
The Jack and Ginny Sinn Family
    Founda  on
St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 
    Church 2014 Ya’ssoo Greek 
    Fes  val of Ann Arbor
West Bend Community 
    Founda  on’s West Bend Mutual
    Independent Agents’ Fund

Dressage - $500 - $999
University of Michigan – Department of 
    Urology

Canter - $250 - $499
Holy Faith Church/Episcopal and  
    Lutheran

Trot-On - $100 - $249

Walk-On - --$99
General Federa  on of Women’s Clubs – 
    Dearborn

United Way Designations

We thank the donors below who 
have designated TRI as the recipients 
of their 2015 United Way Campaign 
designa  ons.

Anonymous Donor
Soncea Braden-McCann
Mark and Danielle Holloway
Maureen McDonnell
Kris and Bob Oliver
Cynthia Pulford
Quinta Vreede

 

Gift s in Memory

It is a privilege for TRI to be chosen 
as the recipient of memorial 
contribu  ons. Listed are the loved ones 
lost, and the donors who have made 
gi  s in their memory.

Gabrielle Adamczyk
Mark Spahr

Sarah Alleman
Laura Kosnak

Joan Boyle
Anonymous Donor
Steve Sullivan and Erin McKean

Jeannie Colling
Ann and James Langenfeld

Jerry Dobbs
Cheryl Chevalier
Pa    Dobbs
Ron and Marilyn Henige

Sofi a V. and her team - Paula E., Mary Ann S-H, and Kate N. - and Majic of course!
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George – “Mr. Perfect”
Marilyn Johnston

Marisa Krueger
Henry Lambertz and Cherie Abbey
Darlene Atsalakis
Angie and Rex Baker
Erica Carlson
Ann Chapelle-Negri
Steven and Sandra Gillespie
Adrian J I and Mary Ellen Lewis
Charles and Judy Ma  hews
Anne Musial
Percy Perry
Cat and Rick Ruff ner
Anne and Thomas Sanger
Jody Glancy Sco  
St. Andrew’s Society of Detroit
Deborah and Robert Story

Catherine Miller
Barbara Cato

Laurie Moore
Raymond and Jeane  e Belanger
Roy and Karen Borgeson
Timothy and Mary Bo  omley
Kevin and Tamara Brozovich
Bob and Penny Brusseau
Virginia Brusseau
May Duboc
Margaret and Edward Gallagher
Sharie Gourieux
Jim and Joanne Keefer
Joe and Wanda Kray
Donna and Michael Laing
Todd and Kinza Luchies
Woody and Linda McDaniel
Dick and Niki McKamie
Medea Mondo
Joyce Monson
Janet Moore
Marcia Mullen
Don and Pat North
Tom and Valerie Parr
Pamela Lemeraz and John Rennels
Ann Roiter
John and Marilyn Roughley

Larry and Judy Smith
Bob and Mary Vaverka
Bob and Susan Wallace

The parents of Gary Roberts
DJ and Michele Morin

Antonio Riccio
Ann Arbor Rockets Disabled Hockey
Lisa Bergman
Cynthia and John Bonczyk
Noelle Carlozzi
Physical Medicine and Rehabilita  on 
     Research Group
Marie Van Tubbergen

Beth Smiley
Anonymous Donors
Janice Berry
Chris  ne Colling
Robert and Julia Kelly 
Ann and James Langenfeld
Rosie Lemons
Gail Renard
Ber  e See
Lynn and John White

Angela Welch
Lyndon Welch

Sam and Juliana Zirinsky
Ruth Schekter and Bill Zirinsky

Gift s in Honor

The following donors have
generously contributed to TRI in
honor of their friends, co-workers,
and family members.

Erica Brown and her family
   Cathy Cheadle

Ki  y Burkhart
John Lawton
Elizabeth Van Lauwe

Sharon Smith and Dan Dever

Jim Reeves
Judy Dobson

Betsy and Woody Stover

Robert Donnellan
THE MOSAIC FOUNDATION (of R. & P.  

       Heydon)

James Fry on his birthday
Anonymous donors
Teresa Hirth Caldwell
Jon and Frances Carlson
Stephanie Chardoul
Leif and Karen Fry
Andrew Kilbride and Elizabeth Marek
Amy and Thomas Pachera

Pam Litchford
Bonnie Purkey

Liz Marsh
Catherine Matuza

Jen Piche
Gabriel Group, LLC

Peggy and Nora Taylor
James Condon and Sherry Wes  all

Rusty Towers on her birthday
Anonymous donors

Adopt-A-Horse

Our horses are the very founda  on of 
our program and we are commi  ed 
to providing them with the best of 
care. These special donors help us by 
suppor  ng a horse for a year.

April -  thanks her adop  ng friends 
at The James A. and Faith Knight 
Founda  on

B Smiley - thanks his adop  ng friends 
at The J. F. Ervin Founda  on

Ella - thanks her adop  ng friends
Ruth Glancy, Pa  y Woodall and John 
and Pamela Zeller

Garuda – thanks his adop  ng friends.  
They want to be anonymous but he 
knows who they are and send his 
thanks out to them.

Hey Dobbs! - thanks his adop  ng 
friends at The Buhr Founda  on

Maizy - thanks her adop  ng friends at 
MIS Cares

Majic - thanks his adop  ng friend Herb 
Fisher

Major - thanks his adop  ng friends 
at The James A. and Faith Knight 
Founda  on

Miko – thanks his adop  ng friends.  
They want to be anonymous but he 
knows who they are and send his 
thanks out to them

Serena – thanks her adop  ng friend 
Suzanne Fisher

Sigbjorn – thanks his adop  ng friends 
the Semler/McGregor Family.
Sugar – thanks her  adop  ng friends at 
The Glancy Founda  on

Gift s In Kind

Gi  s of goods and services enrich TRI 
in many ways. We are very grateful to 
the following donors for their in-kind 
contribu  ons.

Champions - $50,000 and up

Benefactor - $25,000 - $49,999

Patron - $10,000 - $24,999

Olympian - $5,000 - $9,999

Equestrian - $1,000 - $4,999
Groovehouse Produc  ons
Hylant
TEL Systems

Dressage - $500 - $999
Marcia Mullen

Canter - $250 - $499
Anonymous Donors
Allegra Print Mail Marke  ng

A smile of pleasure from Franco C., with his helpers Aubree K. and Carrie A. (hidden)

Miko and Dakota enjoying some late
winter sunshine

Mik d D k t j i l t

Trot-On - $100 - $249
Tecumseh Tent Rental

Walk-On - --$99

Unspecifi ed Amount
Jen Beyer
Lindsay Dacko
Connie and Paul Dimond
Pam Hayes
Rosie Lemons – Photographic 

       Imaginings
Lisa Olds
Gene Brown and Dee Oliverio
Tiff any Shanks



2016 Spring Donation

Donor Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

How would you like to receive our newsle  er?

Please make checks payable to “Therapeu  c Riding, 
Inc.” or you may charge your gi   on our secure 
website:

h  p://www.therapeu  cridinginc.org/

Website Mail

Therapeu  c Riding, Inc.
3425 East Morgan Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Yes. I want to support the riders at TRI with 
my dona  on of $

I wish to remain anonymous.

No Yes

Therapeu  c Riding, Inc.
3425 East Morgan Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Non Profi t Org
US Postage

PAID
Permit 124

Ann Arbor, MI

Please join our TRI family and help support our riders 
and horses.  $100 covers the cost of one group lesson 
for four riders.  Just $400 will buy enough hay to feed 
our horses for a week.  $600 will purchase ten new 
helmets.  $825 will pay the riding fees for one rider for 
one year.  $2,000 will cover spring shots and annual 
checks ups for our herd of fourteen wonderful horses.  
$5,000 will adopt one of our horses for a full year.
To donate, just use this coupon or visit our website at 
h  p://therapeu  cridinginc.org and donate online. 

If you’d like to make your dona  on in installments or 
have ques  ons about dona  ng, please contact our 
offi  ce at 734-677-0303.

When you shop at Amazon.com through its Smile 
program at smile.amazon.com, a por  on of your 
purchase helps support Therapeu  c Riding, Inc. -- 
and it doesn’t cost you anything extra. 
To be sure you’re suppor  ng TRI, when you visit 
the Amazon site, look on the upper le  -hand 
corner of your screen, near the Amazon logo. Click 
on the word, “Suppor  ng,” and enter “Therapeu  c 
Riding, Inc.” as your benefi   ng organiza  on.
It’s an easy way to shop and support an 
organiza  on you love -- and we appreciate your 
support

Learn more here h  p://smile.amazon.com/about


