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TRI News
-InsideGree  ngs friends and family of TRI,

One of our riders said to Jen, her instructor, “I like riding here because I learn 
why.” Wow, this statement really had me thinking! At fi rst, learning horseback 
riding can be like building many other athle  c skills. Put in the  me and eff ort 
with a good teacher or coach, and over  me you become more profi cient. With 
great instruc  on and an excellent horse partner, things begin to change. You learn 
to listen to your horse, developing as a rider who understands the partnership 
between rider and horse.  Professor Anita Maurstad conducts research at the 
University of Tromsø in Norway.  In a recent study,1 she explains that, “in essence, 
both the horse and the human become a  uned to each other’s physical and 
mental ways, thus developing the state of co-being.”

Although it is hard to put into words the state of co-being between riders and 
horses here at TRI, our riders, volunteers, and instructors feel it and see it every 
day.  Every lesson is designed around the rider’s ability, providing the opportunity 
for the rider and the horse to learn how to behave with and react to each other. 
Although not every rider here may learn the “why” of riding at the same level, 
each rider at TRI is making their own connec  on with their horse.

TRI Goes On the Trail, thanks to the Ted and Jane Von Voigtlander Founda  on
I love our unique thread of connec  ons from horse to rider, to instructor, to 
volunteer, to families and caregivers, to donors and friends. Jan and I talked about 
others in our community we would like to connect with, including children who 
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are hospitalized and will not have the opportunity to come to TRI. I am very happy to 
share that the staff  of TRI has developed an outreach program called On The Trail. We 
bring tack, grooming tools, an arts and cra  s projects, and horseback-riding related 
ac  vi  es to the children at Mo   Children’s Hospital at University of Michigan, providing a much-needed distrac  on for them 
and their families!  We are thrilled to let you know that this new program has been generously funded by the Ted and Jane 
Von Voigtlander Founda  on. Thank you to the Founda  on’s Board of Directors for your support of our mission!

Former Volunteer Becca Prueter returns as a VIP Speaker
We have a very cool program for our volunteers called VIP (Very Interes  ng Programs for Very Important People). Our guest 
speakers in this program share with the volunteers informa  on to make their  me given to TRI easier and more meaningful. 
Our last VIP speaker is a former volunteer, Becca Prueter, CTRS of Special Tree Rehabilita  on Center. While she was 
a  ending Central Michigan University, one of her introductory class assignments for the Recrea  on Therapy Program was 
to research and volunteer at an organiza  on geared towards working with individuals with disabili  es. Becca researched 
adap  ve horseback riding near her hometown, which led to her connec  ng with Therapeu  c Riding, Inc.  Becca shares, “I 
was very moved by my experience and the staff  that worked at the stable. Once I obtained a posi  on at Special Tree’s Day 
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Leon sends his hear  elt thanks to 
Debbie and Lisa Craig for adop  ng him.  
The Craigs are new donors to TRI and 
we are happy to welcome them to our 
family.

Toyota Motor Engineering and 
Manufacturing North America 
Inc. donated $5,000 through their 
Community Star Program.  This fund 
was set up to encourage team members 
to give back to the community.  Each 
year six team members are selected to 
receive grants and one is chosen as the 
“Volunteer of the Year.”  We are very 
proud that our wonderful volunteer 
Dana L. was chosen as VOTY and she 
asked that the grant go to TRI.  Thank 
you, Dana and Toyota.  

We are very grateful to the Edward F. Redies Founda  on for their dona  on of 
$2,500 in support of our Golden Giddy Up Gang program. The Founda  on has 
supported this program since it was piloted three years ago.  Our senior riders 
come to the barn to groom their horses, ride, chat, and visit.  Thanks to the Redies 
Founda  on’s generosity there are no fees for par  cipa  ng.

All of us at TRI send our thanks to the Ted and Jane Von Voigtlander Founda  on 
for their recent dona  on of $10,000.  Please see the Execu  ve Director’s ar  cle 
on p. 1 for more informa  on about this generous dona  on and what it will make 
possible.

A Loud Whinny of Th anks

Dana L. and Stephanie O. making sure Dani W. has a great lesson on Leon

Tim C. (Special Tree) shared this painting of him 
and his buddy Ella

“Th erapeutic riding is important to me because there are times I can’t walk like I 
used to and the horse helps me be mobile. Also, I love being able to work with Ella, 

she is a beautiful horse and I am lucky to be able to ride.” - Tim C.
 

“Th erapeutic riding is important to me because it helps me to orientate my body. I 
love working with Major.” - K’hron 

 
“Th erapeutic riding is important to me because I just like it.” – Jim

1 “Co-being and intra-action in horse–human relationships: A multi-species ethnography of be(com)ing human and 
be(com)ing horse,” Social Anthropology, August 2013, Volume 21, Issue 3.

Treatment Program, it was my goal to expand our recrea  on ac  vi  es. I remembered 
TRI and desired to provide this opportunity to our clients. Special Tree started a small 
riding group of individuals, all of whom have sustained brain injuries. Each client looks 
forward to their lessons, and the horses mean so much to them. Our therapists have not 
only seen improvement in their strength and endurance, but in their overall happiness 
and quality of life. I hope to con  nue this great partnership for years to come.”

Our Shared Mission
TRI’s en  re existence is fueled by our donors and volunteers, connected to our mission 
in one way or another. Because of them, we are able to provide lessons almost every 
day, share our program with kids who cannot come to TRI, posi  vely impact the lives 
of our friends from Special Tree, and so much more.   We are making life-changing 
connec  ons with every horse’s step.

On behalf of our team, thank you for believing in us and our mission. We look forward to 
con  nued success as a TRI family.

Leanne Chadwick - 
Execu  ve Director

OOPS!  In our Spring Newsle  er, we featured our board of directors in our Volunteer Spotlight.  We mistakenly le   
off  one long  me member and volunteer.  Adrienne Nemura serves as secretary on our board of directors.  She has 
also been an arena volunteer with TRI since 2002, taking on the role of Tack Coordinator for the Saturday classes, 
where she also helps with moun  ng, leading, and somehow fi nds  me to trim the horses’ manes in between 
classes.  Our apologies for omi   ng you, Adrienne.  We blame Majic’s proof-reading skills!
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We have had a fun and busy summer so far this year.  
These are a few things we have done this year in addi  on 
to our regular programming:

• The gentlemen from Special Tree Rehabilita  on 
are now coming once a month to ride with TRI.  Our 
thanks to our amazing day  me volunteers for making 
this possible.

• Our Volunteer Coordinator restarted our volunteer 
educa  on program called “VIP’s for VIP’s” (Very 
Interes  ng Programs for Very Important People). 
These programs are taught by our riders, parents, TRI 
staff , or staff  from par  cipa  ng medical centers and 
have been very well received.  TRI volunteers and staff  
a  end and learn more about how we can best serve 
our riders, and how their volunteer eff orts impact so 
many lives.

• “TRI On the Trail” had its fi rst (of several planned) ou  ng to the UMHS C.S. Mo   Children’s Hospital on May 12. 
This was the pilot program for the partnership between Mo   and TRI. This outreach program provided some of the 
therapeu  c benefi ts of horsemanship to popula  ons unable to experience horseback riding lessons out at the farm. We 
had several horse-art projects, an Equicizer to ride, bending the cones (see the Instructor’s Corner ar  cle on p.9 for an 
explana  on on how we accomplished that sans horses!), saddle and bridle parts to work with, and grooming skills and 
other cool horse informa  on for them to learn.  Great fun for us and for them! 
 
• Glacier Hills Memory Care visited TRI for a tour on May 13.  We enjoyed them immensely as we all shared our horse 
and farm stories.  There is always something for us to learn from our visitors!  

• Summer Camp 2016 will be in August.  We are thrilled to announce that we will have our volunteer extraordinaire 
Debbie N. as Art Director again this year.   Linda and I will be the instructors for the week.  I cannot express to you how 
much fun Camp Week is!

• We will be hos  ng two Day-At-The-Farm days later this summer.  The Speckhard Knight Founda  on has funded these 
special events. Fingers are crossed at this wri  ng that both Greater Detroit Agency for the Blind and Visually Impaired 
and Big Brother Big Sisters of Washtenaw County are able to visit us in August.  (In case you didn’t know, a DATF is a 
three hour horse and farm immersion with a sensory tour, grooming, tacking, and of course  RIDING!)

• Our annual Boots, Brew, and BBQ will be held on September 30.  You cannot miss this.  It is so much fun. Be there! (See 
ar  cle on p. 13 for more informa  on.)

• TRI’s fi rst of two “MY TURN” Programs for Families Aff ected by Au  sm Spectrum Disorder (ASD) will be August 14.  Our 
next will be in February 2017. 
 

Program Director’s Update 

Summer Camp 2015!  Who needs paper when you have a pony?

Carrie A. and Franco C. – friendship is 
a beautiful thing

A li  le extra word about our amazing volunteers. I cannot thank them enough for all the work they do for our riders.  They 
have really stepped up with all the new programming happening here.  For each of these extra off erings, we need our 
volunteers to donate even more of their  me grooming, leading, and sidewalking.  We couldn’t do this without them.

What I like best is to watch our riders grow, not only upwards in height, but in their horsemanship skills and understanding 
of all things Horse.  The volunteers and riders are connected in some pre  y amazing ways.  Volunteers, you can take much of 
the credit for this “growth.”  Yes, we also need our donors and we love you, too!  In fact, a great many of our volunteers ARE 
our donors. 

I want to share this story with you all - I watched volunteer Carrie A. from Saturday carry her rider Franco C. out of the arena 
this week.  It used to be she held him in her arms like the baby he was.  Now he is as tall as she is and she wraps him around 
her waist as she carries him out, with him giggling the whole way – yes, folks, his mom says it’s ok! – and he lays his head on 
her shoulder when she sets him down and they talk a while……. 

Volunteer. Donate.  I love this program.  You will too.

Jan Vescelius  - 
Program Director, Head Instructor
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In the beginning…. 

And look at him now! 

at TRI is an extension of his family and 
he misses them when there are no 
classes.  Beau said that he could not 
ride without his awesome volunteers 
helping him or without Jan guiding him 
each week. He appreciates all of them 
giving their  me to make sure that he 
con  nues to improve.  It has helped 
with every aspect of his recovery and 
progress.

When asked what his favorite part of 
riding is, there was no hesita  on.  “It’s 
when I get on Ella and grab the reins. I 
feel independent and in control.” Carrie 
pointed out that, “there are so many 
parts of Beau’s life that are out of his 
control; riding gives him the feeling of 
freedom.”

It’s been a wonderful 12 years and 
we are so happy to have been part 
of Beau’s amazing recovery.  He and 
Carrie are important members of our 
TRI family, and the week isn’t complete 
un  l we’ve seen the “Beau-mobile” pull 
into the parking lot. 

(By the way, If you get a chance to 
taste one of Beau’s brownies, do it!  He 
makes the BEST brownies ever.)  

Rider Spotlight - Beau M.
We want you to meet one of our many riders so you can learn what TRI means to him and to hear how important 
it is in his life. Every dona  on we receive helps to make it possible for us to provide Beau M. and all our riders with 
an amazing experience.

Beau M. suff ered a trauma  c brain 
injury in June of 2003 and was in Mo   
Children’s Hospital for two months.  
He came to TRI in April of 2004 when 
he was just four years old.  He was 
referred to the program through 
MedRehab (now called Milestones) 
and rode on Thursday a  ernoons with 
the group.  When he began riding, he 
started on the infamous Star (our feisty 
Shetland/Welsh pony who is currently 
causing havoc up at the Rainbow 
Bridge).  At that  me, Beau literally had 
to be held up by his sidewalkers.  He 
couldn’t even sit up by himself. (Mom 
Carrie confessed, “I used to laugh 
because when he tro  ed he looked 
like a bobble head.”)  It took him quite 
a while to learn to say “Walk On” and 
“Whoa” because he could only say four 
other words at the  me. 

He gradually began to get stronger 
and gained more control of his trunk. 
He began to ride si   ng up without 
needing to be held.  He switched 
to riding Fable when he got too 
big for Star and rode her for many 
years.  Then, as Fable got older and 
he got even bigger, he had to change 
to Sigbjorn.  As he grew, so did his 
vocabulary and, in a complete reversal 
from when he couldn’t speak, Jan 
found herself asking him to STOP 
talking during his lessons!   However, 
she also realized that the more Beau 
talked, the be  er he rode.  So, she 
encouraged his sidewalkers to engage 
him in conversa  on while he rode.  
Each year, Beau has made signifi cant 
progress with his balance and 
coordina  on due to his riding. Carrie 
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told us that she can see a decline in 
his walking ability during breaks from 
riding.  The sidewalkers have been 
able to back off  more and more to the 
point that they could just walk next 
to him (and chat!)  In the beginning, 
Beau just used a neoprene pad.  He 
has progressed to using a proper 
saddle.  He also is now able to use the 
reins and control the direc  on of the 
horse himself.  Due to his con  nued 
growth, Beau is now riding Ella.  He 
had be  er quit growing because Ella’s 
our biggest horse, and Carrie says that, 
“if he doesn’t stop growing, I’m going 
to scream.” Beau has ridden in every 
session since he fi rst started with us 
except for one, Spring 2009, because 

he had muscle lengthening surgery on 
his calves. He is now 16 years old and 
doesn’t ever want to stop riding.  In 
fact, his goal is to someday have his 
own horses so he and his mom can ride 
together.

Carrie wanted me to share with you 
that therapeu  c riding has helped 
Beau with so much - walking, balance, 
coordina  on, listening, social skills, 
breathing, verbal skills, motor planning, 
and fi ne motor skills (with the reins).  
Beau said the biggest thing that riding 
has helped him with is being part of 
another family, having friends who 
encourage and help him, and having a 
connec  on with the horses. Everyone 
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Hiya everyone!  Isn’t this summer 
weather AWESOME!  It was worth 
wai  ng for.  And you know what 
else was worth wai  ng for?  My 
gorgeousness.  I keep hearing the awed 
voices of vols and riders saying how 
white I am and how handsome I look.  
I know, I know.  It’s hard to have so 
much fabulousness in one pony body.  
Tracy claims it’s because the vols have 
brushed out all my shedding winter 
coat and all the dirt came off  with it.  
Whatever!  I’m s  ll GORGEOUS.

I’m ge   ng the s  nk eye from Tracy 
so I’d be  er keep going.  Lots of fun 
stuff  has happened since we cha  ed 
last.  Jeremy (Sin  c, Barn Manager 
Extraordinaire and provider of all things 
yummy!) hung this funky bo  le thing 
at the front door and these insane  ny 
li  le buzzy things keep coming to it. He 
claims they’re BIRDS, a “hummvee bird” 

BBFN—
Mighty Majic

Your TRI Field Reporter

or something like that – but there ain’t 
no way something that small or that 
buzzy could be a bird.  (um, what’s that 
Tracy?  How exactly do I know what is 
hanging at the FRONT door, when my 
pasture is out the BACK of the barn?  
Uh, well, gee look at the  me.  Go  a 
run.  Lots to type.)

So, a way way cool thing happened 
just as I was wri  ng this ar  cle.  
And it involves my favorite thing – 
FOOOOODDDD!  Jer and Jan ordered 
2,500 bales of hay.  Yup you read that 
right – two thousand fi ve hundred 
bales of hay.  HAPPINESS!  BLISS!  
Jer said I wouldn’t be so happy if I’d 
have helped unload it.  Hey, not my 
fault the equine union says we can’t 
unload trucks.  Take it up with the 
shop steward.  Seriously though, go  a 
send a huge whinny of thanks to our 
awesome volunteers who helped 
Jeremy unload every yummy delectable 

TRI Tales

Th e “Humvee bird” is that little thing on the 
right side of the feeder. 

Look at all that deliciousness!  I LOVE hay 
wagons!

Teaching Horsemanship Without Horses
We love our horses, and so do our riders—shiny coats, velvety noses, manes to braid, and yes, even the smell of the farm! 
While our program riders can learn so much from their equine companions, not everyone is lucky enough to be able to 
come to TRI. When Program Director Jan Vescelius and I took a tour of the C.S. Mo   Children’s Hospital in Ann Arbor, we 
immediately knew that some  me with horses could bring such joy to pa  ents and families at the hospital. But, for a variety 
of reasons, bringing our program horses to Mo   was not a prac  cal or safe op  on—just think of Majic begging for treats in 
the cafeteria! 

With this in mind, Jan and I set out to design and implement TRI’s fi rst outreach program, with the goal of bringing just a li  le 
bit of the fun that we have at TRI to popula  ons that cannot come ride with us. With an arsenal of tried-and-true unmounted 
games and ac  vi  es (from those days when it is just too hot or too cold to ride out at the farm), we worked with Julie Piazza, 
Project Manager, Pa  ent and Family Centered Care at C.S. Mo   Children’s Hospital to pilot a horsemanship educa  on 
program that became known as TRI: On the Trail. 

What can you possibly learn about horses without, well...horses? Lots! Riding is just one small part of life with horses, and 
there is a great deal you can learn and do without ever se   ng foot on a farm. Our successful pilot took place on May 12 and 
included these ac  vi  es:

All About Tack—We took saddles, bridles, bits, halters, reins, girths, and all of the equipment you need to ride! Just as TRI’s 
riders learn at the barn, Mo   par  cipants learned the names of all the gear, and what each piece of equipment did. They 
also learned how to “tack up” a sta  onary horse fi gure. 

Instructor’s Corner 

Continued on page 10

We Couldn’t Do Th is Without
We are so grateful to all the many wonderful individuals, businesses, and 
founda  ons that support TRI. We would like to send a special thanks to 
the following donors who have generously supported us with a gi   of 
$1,000 - $2499 from January 1, 2016 – June 25, 2016. Thank you for being 
part of our “Helping Hands” team.

• Anonymous Donor

• Ann Arbor State Bank

• Audra Asher

• Molly Dobson

• Pa  y and Peter Fink

• Bob Jastrzbski (in kind)

• Marcia Mullen

• Neil and Anita Paolella

• Bill and Pam Wood

Grooming—By far one of our most 
popular ac  vi  es, On the Trail 
par  cipants learned all about the 
grooming tools. Many of them really 
enjoyed using brushes and curry 
combs to groom an Equicizer (more 
on this in a moment). 

Riding—We did say “no horses” in 
the hospital, but thanks to Frankie 
Lovato, creator of the Equicizer, 
we were able to provide some 
semblance of riding (see photo). 
Frankie developed the Equicizer to 
help injured jockeys regain riding 
fi tness, and it truly does provide 
horse-like movement.  Equicizer 
riders have to use their seat, back, 
and core to get the “horse” moving, 
while following so  ly with their 
arms and hands—just as we teach 
in the arena. Jan and I were able to 
introduce the very basics of riding to 
both pa  ents and families with this 
piece of equipment.

bale of hay – Ka  e B., Jack C., Chris D., 
Paula E., Gage F., Debita G., Robert G., 
DJ M., Bryce M, and Neel S.  Our hay 
barn is a very happy hay barn.  And 
check out this photo below – does that 
not rock?  All those trucks fi lled with 
food, glorious food.  (Dang it, would 
someone tell the tack coordinators 
to quit playing show tunes while they 
groom?  Those stupid songs get stuck in 
my head.)

Oh shoot, I forgot.  I go  a write another 
super important ar  cle and Tracy says 
I can’t hog the whole newsle  er, so I 
guess I’ll cut this one short so you can 
go read about, da da da dat da da –
TRI-FECTA 2016!
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Louise M. joined TRI in 2001, making 
this her 15-year anniversary with 
us.  If it’s Tuesday morning (Thursday 
a  ernoons too in the summer months), 
Louise can be found at the barn, no 
ma  er what  me of year it is.  I asked 
her to fi ll us in on how she came to be 
part of the Tuesday morning team.

The Ann Arbor News paper (when 
there was one) had a volunteer 
sec  on.  I had been involved with 
Therapy Dogs with our Great 
Pyrenees Bailey but we had to put 
her down and I was looking for 
something new to do.   I’ve always 
loved horses so I applied and took the 
Volunteer Orienta  on and here I am 
15 years later.

When asked why she keeps coming 
back, and why she stays on Tuesday 
mornings, she immediately replied, 
“The people are amazing!  Everyone 
is always so happy to help and give up 
their  me.  The Tuesday morning crew 
is wonderful!!  Most of us have been 
on Tuesday A.M. for as long as I have or 
even longer.   We know each other well 
and can be silly, laughing or singing the 
oldies.”   

Louise makes it sound like a fun and 
goofy  me, but there is a serious side 
to the Tuesday team.  Their riders 
are almost all adults, and almost 
all are dealing with serious physical 
challenges.  Jan and I know that we 
can put Louise with any of our riders 
(well, OK, not someone on Ella but 
anyone on a reasonably sized horse!) 
and that rider will be well taken care of.  
Louise is funny and relaxed and takes 
everyone just as they are, but don’t let 
that easy-going exterior fool you.  She 
is 110% engaged in taking care of her 

Volunteer Spotlight

See what I mean? Louise never takes her eyes of her riders

Instructor Jen Beyer dressed up in full dressage show attire to teach Mott riders the basics of 
equitation on the Equicizer. 

Volunteer Debita G. does her best horse impersonation, while Instructor Jan Vescelius shows a 
rider how to use the reins.  

riders.  Recently I looked through some class photos from the last couple of years, 
and in every single photo, Louise was closely watching her rider.

When she is not at TRI, she enjoys cooking and baking – and we are her very 
enthusias  c taste testers whenever called upon!  She and her husband Jim have 
been married for 39 years and have a new Newfi e in their lives named Emma 
(Louise  must really like vacuuming!)

Louise men  oned that, since she’s been here for so long, she has “enjoyed seeing 
some of our riders who I remember (from) when they fi rst started in the program, 
and seeing what progress they have made.”  Louise, I hope you realize what a 
huge infl uence you have had on that progress for so many of our riders.  Thank 
you for joining us 15 years ago – you are an amazing member of our volunteer 
team.

Tracy Boyle - 
Volunteer Coordinator 

While the Equicizer is a great 
simula  on of horse movement, 
it does not turn! That’s where 
volunteer Debita G. came in (see 
photo.)  She cheerfully acted like 
a horse, and allowed kids to steer 
her around using their reins. Debita 
helped her “riders” understand rein 
aids while skillfully naviga  ng a basic 
cone course. 

Arts & Cra  s—To cap off  the On 
the Trail program, we off ered a 
variety of ac  vi  es that kids could 
do at the Family Center or take with 
them to their hospital rooms. The 
most popular was a good-luck (real) 
horseshoe, personalized with beads 
and twine. 

We learned quite a bit with this pilot 
outreach session, including a number 
of ways that we can make it be  er! 
While we clearly cannot replicate real 
riding, the program was successful in 
giving everyone just a taste of what do 
at TRI.  Jan and I are looking forward to 
taking TRI out On the Trail several more 
 mes in 2016 through the generosity 

of the Ted and Jane Von Voigtlander 
Founda  on, which has funded us 
for addi  onal visits to the C.S. Mo   
Children’s Hospital.

I t t J B d d i f ll d h tti t t h M tt id th b i f

V l t D bit G d h b t h i p ti hil I t t J V li h

Jen Beyer - 
Instructor

Continued from page 10

Instructor’s
Corner 
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Hey y’all.  OK, so I have to put down my Field 
Reporter halter and put on my Race Steward 
halter ‘cos it’s TRI-FECTA  me.  If you don’t know 
what TRI-FECTA is – seriously, where have you 
BEEN? – it’s this way-cool fundraiser that the vols 
and riders do for us horses.  See, each rider or 
vol goes out and asks their friends, co-workers, 
pasture mates, etc. to donate money in honor 
of their favorite horse – MEEEEE!!!! – and all the 
money goes into the “Feed and Take Care of the 
Horses” fund – aka it buys us our yummies, pays 
for vet visits, that kinda thing.  But that’s not the 
best part – OK, well it’s money for food, so it’s 
kinda sorta the best part, but there’s ANOTHER 
best part.  See there’s this pretend race track that 
they put on the big long table in the lobby, and 
each horse has a picture thingie that gets moved 
around the track based on how much money 
comes in for each of us.  (No, Tracy, I haven’t 
gone sneaking into the lobby to look at the track.  
My riders told me about it.  I wouldn’t dream 
of sneaking into the lobby.  Never never never.)  
(Maizy, I’m gonna get you – snitch!)

Now if you don’t know a rider or a volunteer, get a life and get out there and meet one of these awesome people!  What?  
Why?  Sheesh – Tracy says it’s not polite to tell someone to get a life (even if they should!)  FINE!  Moving on….

Anywho – if you don’t know one of our awesome riders or vols, you can s  ll donate by sending in a check or doing some 
credit card thingie on our website.  And any dona  ons that come in without a vol or a rider designated automa  cally go to 
me.  (OUCH!  Tracy, quit yelling.  What do you mean that’s not the rule?  It should be the rule!  It’s a very good rule.  FINE!  I 
don’t get to make any of the rules.  What’s the point of being the Race Steward if you can’t make any rules?)
What? 

NOOOOO, don’t make Sigbjorn the Race Steward.  I’ll behave.

So there will be info about TRI-FECTA on our website, as well as our gorgeous headshots and bios (some more gorgeous than 
others, hint hint hint).  And there’s no limit on how much you can give or how o  en, so if your favorite handsome pony looks 
like he needs a li  le help to the Finish Line, you know what to do!

See ya at the Star  ng Gate.

It’s (almost) TRI-FECTA time!

Leah A. enjoying her ride on 
Major, under the watchful eye of 

her volunteer Deb D.

Th e Four Musketeers – 
Majic teaching his rider 
Kenny C., with a little 
help from Barn Manager 
Jeremy S. and leader 
D.J. M.

What’s that smell???
Picture this – the instructors have arrived and are ge   ng ready for classes. 
One opens the door to the women’s bathroom and fi nds that the sewer has 
backed up all over the fl oor.  The same scene was found in the staff  bathroom.  
“Unpleasant” doesn’t even begin to cover the smell and mess.  The clean-up was 
not a fun experience to say the least.  But a bigger worry was that we had riders 
and volunteers coming soon and didn’t have adequate bathroom facili  es.  With 
fi ngers crossed, we called Lajiness Portable Restroom Rentals.  This is the family-
owned business that provides the restroom trailer for our Boots, Brews, and 
BBQ’s.  In less than an hour, we had a spotless, accessible port-a-john delivered 
and set up.  We can’t thank them enough for their prompt service.

Mighty Majic
TRI’s Racing Steward

Boots, Brews,
& BBQ 2016
Dust off  your boots, and shake 
out your ten-gallon hats - we’re 
ge   ng ready for our annual 
Boots, Brews, & BBQ fundraiser 
on September 30!

Plan to join us for a fun, adults-
only evening of music, dancing, 
great food and local beer, 
right at the TRI Barn!  Take 
the opportunity to meet our 
horses, see old friends, and 
make some new ones, all while 
suppor  ng one of your favorite 
organiza  ons - TRI!

Invita  ons will be forthcoming, 
so watch your mailbox.  And 
bring a friend or two!  We’re 
looking forward to seeing you 
there!

Th
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One of our long  me riders-

Megan B. - was recently featured on 

the front page of the Sunday Oakland 

Press.  Megan (a graduated senior 

at South Lyon High School) won the 

highest award among a group of 33 

top students in Oakland County who 

were nominated for the 24th Annual 

Excellence in Educa  on Award.  Now, 

we’ve known Megan for a long  me 

and we all think she’s pre  y amazing, 

but we didn’t know just HOW 

amazing she is.  Listen to this list of 

accomplishments:  In addi  on to her 

stellar grade point average and earning 

her varsity jacket in academics, Megan 

has been involved with Girl Scouts 

since fi rst grade, volunteers for service 

projects, has taken the most rigorous 

math courses available (currently taking 

AP Calculus!), was voted Homecoming 

Queen, and was nominated for Salem’s 

Grand Marshall Flag Day parade. 

That would be an impressive list of 

achievements for any student, let alone 

someone with Megan’s neurological 

condi  on that aff ects her coordina  on, 

speech, wri  ng, and movement.  As her 

proud father Ma  hew put it, “Megan 

works harder at everything that others 

take for granted.”  Congratula  ons, 

Megan, we are all so very proud of you!

Congratulations Megan!
TRI’s Poet Laureate 
 Some people may think that, because we’re usually muddy, 
covered in horse hair and hay, and spend an inordinate amount 
of  me dealing with manure, we’re not very cultured.
O contraire, my friends.  Our rider Kaitlin Barre  -Huff  is now 
offi  cially TRI’s Poet Laureate.  Her most recent work focused on 
her favorite resident at TRI, her beloved B Smiley.  Enjoy.
(PS. She tells us that this is a type of poem called a “cinquain 
poem” and it has very strict rules as to what goes in each line.)

Horse
Gentle, sweet

Running, jumping, swishing
B. Smiley faster than light

Loveable

Kaitlin Barre  -Huff 

B Smiley

Megan B. and her 
riding partner, 

Serena

Got my reins!  Ready to 
go!  Aralynn K. showing 
instructors Nora T. and 
Jen B. that she is ready 
to ride!
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When you shop at Amazon.com through its Smile 
program at smile.amazon.com, a por  on of your 
purchase helps support Therapeu  c Riding, Inc. -- 
and it doesn’t cost you anything extra. 
To be sure you’re suppor  ng TRI, when you visit 
the Amazon site, look on the upper le  -hand 
corner of your screen, near the Amazon logo. Click 
on the word, “Suppor  ng,” and enter “Therapeu  c 
Riding, Inc.” as your benefi   ng organiza  on.
It’s an easy way to shop and support an 
organiza  on you love -- and we appreciate your 
support

Learn more here h  p://smile.amazon.com/about

2016 Donation

Donor Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

How would you like to receive our newsle  er?

Please make checks payable to “Therapeu  c Riding, 
Inc.” or you may charge your gi   on our secure 
website:

h  p://www.therapeu  cridinginc.org/

Website Mail

Therapeu  c Riding, Inc.
3425 East Morgan Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Yes. I want to support the riders at TRI with 
my dona  on of $

I wish to remain anonymous.

No Yes

Please join our TRI family and help support our riders 
and horses.  $100 covers the cost of one group lesson 
for four riders.  Just $400 will buy enough hay to feed 
our horses for a week.  $600 will purchase ten new 
helmets.  $825 will pay the riding fees for one rider for 
one year.  $2,000 will cover spring shots and annual 
checks ups for our herd of fi  een wonderful horses.  
$5,000 will adopt one of our horses for a full year.
To donate, just use this coupon or visit our website at 
h  p://therapeu  cridinginc.org and donate online. 

If you’d like to make your dona  on in installments or 
have ques  ons about dona  ng, please contact our 
offi  ce at 734-677-0303.


