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TRI News
-InsideDear friends and family of TRI,

 
Every  me I see the deadline on 
my calendar approach for the next 
newsle  er, I ask myself “didn’t I just 
write that ar  cle - how can it be  me 
to write again?!” Time,  me,  me-it 
is all just a ma  er of  me. How do 
I defi ne  me at TRI and why does it 
pass so quickly? I can best defi ne the 
passing of  me at TRI by the smiles and 
laughter that naturally occur every day 
here at the barn and in the arena. Our 
riders are working hard in their lessons, 
whether it be a dressage movement 
lesson with Jen, nego  a  ng a fi gure 
8 with Linda, a barrel racing exercise 
with Nora or a focus on grooming and 
tacking skills early Saturday morning 
with Jan! These lessons are fi lled with 
inspired smiles and laughter, no rider 
ever wants the lesson to end -  me fl ies 
when you are having fun! 

Fall and winter get very busy at the 
barn with the beginning of the fall 
riding session in September. Riders, 
volunteers and horses are joyfully 
reunited a  er the summer break, 
smiles are plen  ful as we acknowledge 
the end of summer and welcome 
the season change that brings us all 
together once again. With fall comes 
our annual Boots, Brews and BBQ 
friend and fundraiser event held 
September 30th. We had a sold out 
crowd of 278 boot stomping friends 
ea  ng awesome food from Red Rock 
BBQ, mee  ng the horses, listening 
to the Saline Fiddlers Philharmonic 
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and dancing the night away. The evening was so much fun and before we knew it, 
the clock struck midnight! Best of all, we debuted our new TRI video. If you have 
not seen it yet, please take a look-the video is posted right on the front page of our 
website, www.therapeu  cridinginc.org. Thank you to our many sponsors of the 
event and the video-we could not have had such a fabulous, fun event and share our 
message so beau  fully without each of you.

Following closely on the heels of the 2016 Boots, Brews and BBQ is the famous TRI-
FECTA race. And what a “race” it was with ??? taking the lead as riders, their families 
and volunteers solicited “bets” on their chosen horse in the race (I’m not going to 
spoil the surprise – you’ll have to read the recap on page 4 to fi nd out who won this 
year.) There are no losers in this race, only winners as we watched the horses “run 

the track” in the lobby. 
Congratula  ons to our 
winner and his/her 
riders, volunteers and 
buddies in the TRI herd 
for running a great 
race! 

Time is also measured 
by special events and 
ac  vi  es in our lives. 
Halloween as always is 
a most treasured week-
long event here at the 
barn. Our new horse, 

Ariel was costumed as, can you guess- Ariel, the Li  le Mermaid! What a beauty she 
was with her red hair and mermaid tail! Not to be outdone, our riders and volunteers 
were unrecognizable as a referee, “fork in the road”, unicorn, Mickey Mouse and 
Minnie Mouse, lumberjack, the cat lady and many more amazing characters. Thank 
you to our many “houses” passing out candy at every lesson!

November, known as the month of giving thanks. I know I speak for all of the staff  
and board members when I say thank you to all of our volunteers, riders, families 
and donors. There is a saying: all our sweetest hours fl y fastest. Because of you, we 
are fortunate enough to experience the sweetest of hours at TRI working with all of 
you in one way or another. Truly, to say that we are thankful is an understatement 
as riders develop their horsemanship skill sets with the support of our treasured 
volunteers and donors.

Our Holiday Session closes out the year December 19, two days before the Winter 
Sols  ce. It is fi   ng that we start hunkering down at the barn around the day of 
shortest sunlight hours. Life at the barn slows down only for a few days while 
everyone enjoys the holiday season, and then all of a sudden we are preparing for 
the New Year and an already fi lled 2017 calendar-  me marches forward.

Doesn’t Ariel make a beautiful mermaid?
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Hello TRI Family! Winter is upon us again, and, as a horse person, it is not my favorite season.  As I write this in October, I 
have mixed feelings about talking about impending winter BUT we are so fortunate to have our facility with heated lounge, 
observa  on area, and indoor arena. (Not to men  on our restrooms: do any of you remember our porta po   es from 
yesteryear? Please refer to photos in said restrooms to refresh your memories. Please tell me not to complain when you see 
me!) Our riders enjoy each season at TRI with greater comfort as they con  nue to progress in their horsemanship skills.

This year saw several new programs at TRI. More people were able to receive the therapeu  c benefi ts of horsemanship both 
through riding and ground work.

TRI On The Trail Outreach Program went to UMHS C.S. Mo   Children’s Hospital to off er a horseless horse experience using 
our (as yet un-named) Equicizer and other horse related, hands-on experiences. TRI On The Trail will con  nue with C.S. Mo   
as well as with other community outreach partners. 

Special Tree Rehabilita  on clients are now coming once a month to ride and groom. We see their growth in horsemanship, 
learning, and physical strength every  me they come to us. 

TRI has a partnership with Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum, Ann Arbor Symphony Orchestra, Leslie Science and Nature 
Center, University of Michigan Museum of Art, and University of Michigan Museum of Natural History that is called “My 
Turn”- a free monthly program designed to provide events specifi cally for families with children aff ected by Au  sm Spectrum 
Disorder.  My Turn is off ered on the second Sunday of each month. Times vary and each venue is open to the public. For 
informa  on about remaining events please visit www.aahom.org or call 734-995-5439. TRI‘s last event will be in February 
2017. 

Thank you to everyone who supported TRI in our two very successful fundraisers. BBBBQ and TRI-FECTA were held 
simultaneously in September. Thank you, thank you to everyone who came out to help us get ready for these events and 
who supported them with your dona  ons. I wish I could fi nd a new way to say “we couldn’t do this without you” but it is so 
true and fi   ng. Donors, volunteers, staff , board of directors, and riders and their families – what a team. 

As we move towards the holiday season, please know that you are appreciated by all of us at TRI. What we do is never far 
from our minds. Bo  om line: we are 100% dedicated to our riders and their horsemanship educa  on. Take care and I hope to 
see you soon, 

Program Director’s Update 

Jan Vescelius - 
Program Director, Head Instructor

On behalf of the en  re TRI family I extend my gra  tude to Audra Asher and Mori Richner.

As members of the board of directors, Mori and Audra brought steady leadership, invaluable skills and fresh 
perspec  ves to the organiza  on. Mori and Audra played a central role in the con  nued development of Boots, Brews 
and BBQ into the enormously successful event it is today.

Mori and Audra are leaving the board, having laid the groundwork for outreach into the community we will all rely 
upon as TRI looks forward to the next thirty years. Thank you Mori and Audra for your quiet devo  on and countless 
hours of service to TRI.

Job Well Done

Mike Hommel - 
Board President

Continued on page 7
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TRI-FECTA 2016 was a big success, thanks to all of YOU!
It was an awesome race and us horses did our very best and had a lot of fun. I’ll tell you all the results and stuff  in a minute 
but fi rst I go  a say thank you to all our amazing volunteers and riders and their way-awesome families and friends. You guys 
showed your love for us cri  ers and made sure our hay barn (and carrot bin) will be nice and full for the coming year.

Just in case I forget - ‘cos when things get busy I do some  mes get excited and forget to say the important stuff  - THANK 
YOU!! You guys rock!

Are you ready? Can you stand the excitement? Maybe I’ll go take a walk and check out the farm before I - oof, OK, Ella, I get 
it. Less yapping, more typing.

Showing he is nothing if not consistent, Leon held down 14th (aka last) place for much of this race. Ya 
go  a love the big lug - he’s no race horse but he’s a good hearted guy.

She made a good showing for a senior lady so let’s give Maizy a hand for staying strong 
in 11th place. She has some very special riders who rely on her steady gait and broad 
back. (NO!!! I did not just call you “fat”, Maizy. Honest!!) 

My buddy Miko is in 9th place and made a really good showing. On November 10th 
he was dead last and only had $50 in bets. He fi nished with $1,775. Way to go, Miko!

Team B Smiley made sure their guy made a strong fi nish, ending in 8th place. His riders 
and volunteers sure love this handsome Quarterhorse.

Two of the sweetest horses in the barn are just ahead of me - 
Serena and Sigbjorn. When it comes to great guys, they don’t 
come much be  er than Siggy. Easy going, man, the guy never gets 
upset. (Shut up, Tracy. I do NOT need to take some lessons from 

him!)

Dakota stayed in 10th place - guess ol’ Blue Eye wasn’t that into the race this year. But 
I’m sure not going to be the one to scold him. He can be grumpy! 

And in the very middle, watching and repor  ng on the horses in front and behind - 
MEEEEE!!! Considering I have way shorter legs than any other cri  er here, I think I 
deserve several extra carrots for doing such a good job. 

Just barely slipping out of the medals is our Amazing April. She ran a great race and 
showed us all that it doesn’t ma  er what foaling year is on your Coggins test. You 
should never underes  mate a former speed horse.

Just barely squeaking ahead of April, moving up into 3rd place, is Ella. OK, so she didn’t 
become the fi rst dra   horse to win TRI-FECTA, but she really did an awesome job. (Although 
I may have to look at the replay tape on this one. Did she actually fi nish in front of April 
or did she just stretch that big ol’ neck out and snake it over the line? Having been on the 
receiving end of that snake neck on several occasions, I wouldn’t put it past her.) (And NO, 
I’m not stupid enough to check the tape when she’s anywhere around. Give me some credit 
for some smarts.)

In second place, a  er running a fabulous race and leading the pack to a wonderful TRI-
FECTA fi nish, our big handsome Morgan -

See what I did there? The only two horses I haven’t men  oned are BOTH Morgan geldings. 
So you s  ll don’t know, do you? What’s that TV show where they have people write their 
answers down and they play that irrita  ng wai  ng music while they write? You know that 
song that gets stuck in your head for hours? You’re all hearing that music now, aren’t you? 
You’re welcome.

So, in 2nd place, our big handsome Morgan – HEY DOBBS!!! He really worked it on this one 
and made sure everyone else had to put themselves out there to keep up with him. Thank 
you so much, big guy.

Well, well, well - look what we have here! In 12th and 13th places 
are Ariel and Garuda. Lo’ how the mighty have fallen! (Um, Tracy, 
what the hang does THAT mean?) See, if you’d stuck with me, 
girlie, you’da been way up in the standings. Taller isn’t always 

be  er!

And in 2nd place? Have you been keeping track? Which horses haven’t I men  oned yet? Can you guess who this year’s TRI-
FECTA champion is? Maybe I should wait un  l next week and fi nish this report then? WHAT??? Finish the report or no more 
carrots? Tracy, you play dirty pool. Not nice.

OK, fi ne. DRUM ROLL PLEASE.

Continued on page 6

Leon

Maiz y
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B Smiley

Majic
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Hey Dobbs !

Serena Sigbjorn

Ella

Ariel Garuda
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Which means, in fi rst place, for his fi rst trip to the Winner’s 
Circle, a  er blazing his way up from 13th place to 1st ----

Oh, and he is such a good sport. He wanted me to point out that he is barely in front of Dobbs and he off ered to share the 
Winner’s Circle but Dobbs was too generous to accept; he wanted Major to have his turn in the limelight. Did I tell you these 
guys are the best? Congratula  ons Major on a race well run and well won.

You know who else is the best? Our riders and volunteers who made this such a fun event. You’re all rock stars in my book. But 
some of you are BB King level rock stars. (um, who? Tracy, you know people don’t listen to the same goofy music you listen to. 
How about Taylor Swi   level or Jus  n Bieber level, or …..  OK, fi ne. BB King it is.)

Top dollar collectors were rider Nick C. and volunteer Marina S. Top number of bets was collected by volunteer Bob S. and 
rider Franco C.

So, another TRI-FECTA is wrapped up. And Tracy says that it’s  me for me to hang up my typewriter and let someone else write 
these reports next year. I’ve loved cha   ng with you guys and keeping you up to date on our barn adventures and all the racing 
excitement. Thanks for le   ng me bend your ear. I’ll miss you all. But I’ll s  ll be out at the barn, second stall on the le  , next to 
Maizy. Stop by and visit (bring carrots!) (Hey, Tracy, what exactly is a ‘typewriter?’)

BBFN—
Mighty Majic

Your TRI Field Reporter

Major!!!

We Couldn’t Do Th is Without Congratulations 
Nora!We are so grateful to all the many wonderful individuals, businesses, and 

founda  ons that support TRI. We would like to send a special thanks to 
the following donors who have generously supported us with a gi   of 
$1,000 - $2499 from June 26, 2016 – October 31, 2016. Thank you for 
being part of our “Helping Hands” team.

• Jamie and Cheryl Buhr

• Andy and Anne Copp

• Esther M. Floyd

• Carole and Howdy Holmes

• Mike Hommel

• Nancy Kirkpatrick

• Judy and Larry Macklem

• Stacey and Michael Marsh - Marsh Family Philanthropic Fund

• Marina Seeman

• B.H. Semler Family Fund

• TengHua and Lie Shine Shieh

• Margaret Taylor

• Michael and Deborah Tirico

• Laurie and Timothy Wadhams

• Walmart

• Mechial E. White Jr. – Groovehouse Produc  ons

As 2016 comes to an end, I look back and realize I have completed my fi rst year 
as a member of the TRI family. I cannot thank you enough for welcoming me with 
such open arms and I look forward to an already busy 2017 with enthusiasm and 
inspira  on!

Thank you again for the support given to TRI in so many diff erent ways. Because of 
your eff orts we can give a most precious gi   to each and every rider at TRI, the gi   
of TIME with their horse.

 I wish you Happy Holidays and a Happy New Year!

Fondly,

On behalf of all the TRI staff , I’d like to 
congratulate our newest instructor, 
Nora Taylor! A  er over a year of hard 
work, Nora passed her PATH, Intl. 
cer  fi ca  on course at Cheff  Center 
in Augusta, Michigan. Nora has been 
a volunteer with TRI for the last 
three years, fi lling any and all roles—
sidewalker, leader, tack coordinator, 
groomer—you name it! She has 
worked  relessly to learn about the 
program, our riders, our horses and 
our volunteers. Nora came to us with 
extensive horse experience, and is a 
very talented rider in her own right 
(check out Serena’s progress on page 
11!). Our riders really enjoy her posi  ve 
a   tude and a  en  on to detail as they 
learn new skills in the saddle. Nora 
completed her instructor mentorship 
with guidance from myself and 
instructors Jan V., and Linda B., and we 
all look forward to working with her
at TRI! 

Jen Beyer - 
Instructor

Nora helps rider Aralynn K. as she gets on 
Miko.

Leanne Chadwick - 
Execu  ve Director

Executive Director’s Update - 
Continued from page 2

Continued from page 5
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Only skilled equestrians can laugh and ride at 
the same time!

Summer and April - what a 
team!

Rider Spotlight - Summer P.
We want you to meet one of our many riders so you can learn what TRI means to her and to hear how important 
it is in her life. Every dona  on we receive helps to make it possible for us to provide Summer P. and all our riders 
with an amazing experience.

Usually in this space, I write an ar  cle about one of our riders, using quotes from 
them to help you get to know them. This  me however is going to be diff erent. 
When I asked Summer P. to answer some basic ques  ons about herself so I 
could use them in my ar  cle, she sent me back something that was so perfectly 
“Summer” that I realized I just had to get out of the way and let her take over. So, 
ladies and gentlemen, without further ado, may I introduce Miss Summer P.

Hey! I feel like I’m about to be cheesy but oh well that’s basically just my whole 
life so it’s all good. Anyway these are my answers to your ques  ons! I feel like I 
sound cooler (that’s not a word is it? Well it is now.) in my wri  ng but ya know. 
See, even in emails I ramble. I should probably work on that. Okay I’m just 
gonna get on with it now.

My disability is called Cerebral Palsy. It was caused when I was li  le and I just 
suddenly stopped breathing causing slight brain damage that later aff ected 

is the fact that everyone there is 
very nice and towards the end of the 
week (which is when I go) I am very 
stressed so this tends to relieve some 
of that stress.

Besides falling in the halls (at 
school - you’ve just got to ask her 
about this in person!) I really enjoy 
listening/playing music. Band is one 
of my favorite (subject)s. I play the 
fl ute and the piano but I’m more 
advanced in fl ute. I also really enjoy 
drawing which I’m not able to do 
very o  en but I s  ll really like it ‘cos 
it’s a way to express yourself using 
only a pencil and paper.

Okay I think that’s good right? I hope 
so ‘cos it’s the beginning of the week 
- my brain won’t let me think. Bye!

I bet every one of you is smiling right 
now. And that is Summer. She is the 
most upbeat and posi  ve person I’ve 
ever met. We spend most of the riding 
lesson cha   ng and laughing (sorry 
Jan!) As you can tell, she is a talented 
writer but even she has a tough 
 me with it occasionally. Recently 

she was telling me about a really 
hard homework assignment she was 
struggling with for her English class. She 
had to write an essay about something 
her parents do that embarrasses her. 
The hard part? “They don’t embarrass 
me. I do all the same stuff .” Summer 
– thanks for making me and everyone 
around you smile, enjoy life, and take 
ourselves a li  le less seriously. Look out 
world, this young lady is going to make 
you all sit up and pay a  en  on.

my balance and the way I walk. It 
doesn’t bother me now but when 
I was li  le I would constantly be 
ge   ng frustrated because I wasn’t 
able to do what other kids could 
do, but now I’ve learned do those 
certain things in a modifi ed way 
that works for me and allows me to 
do it.

I remember when my mom came 
into the family room and told me 
that I would be star  ng at TRI and I 
had no clue what she was on about. 
She told me that she had put me on 
a wai  ng list and I was so excited 
because I had always wanted to 
ride a horse and the only  me I 
ever had at the  me was when we 
went on vaca  on and it wasn’t 
very enjoyable ‘cos the horse kept 
stopping to go to the bathroom. 
So I was very excited. Apart from 
my awesome leader (ahem, in full 
disclosure, I am her leader and no, 
I did not pay her to say that!) (I 
think she’s pre  y awesome too!) I 
think what keeps me coming back 

Tracy Boyle - 
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When I began teaching at TRI in 2010, I brought my background in dressage training and instruc  on with me. Having trained 
numerous students and horses in dressage, I knew there might be a place for dressage in therapeu  c riding! A  er comple  ng 
our second successful (and FUN!), “Intro to Dressage” mini-series in August, I think it’s safe to say that dressage is becoming 
a favorite of our horses and riders. 

What is Dressage?
The word “dressage” comes from a French word for “training” and it refers to the development of a horse and rider as a 
team, resul  ng in balance and harmony. Dressage improves fl exibility, strength, and accuracy, for both the horse and rider. It 
also helps the horse and rider communicate more eff ec  vely.

Dressage Training for the Horse
Dressage training for horses involves slow methodical training with an emphasis on developing correct muscle and balance 
in equine athletes. Dressage-trained horses are more like weightli  ers than sprinters, off ering a host of advantages as they 
work in therapeu  c riding programs. Here at TRI we incorporate “dressage thinking” into all of our horse training. Take for 
example our very own Serena. Serena is a purebred Morgan mare who came to us as a green 6-year old (side note—she’s not 
actually green in color, but “green” is a horse-term for a young or inexperienced horse!). Serena’s training has been dressage-
focused and, as a result, she’s becoming a fun mount for a variety of riders at TRI. As many of our riders and sidewalkers 
know, Serena has a BIG walk; she covers a lot of ground with each stride. This is “correct” movement, enhanced by dressage 
training, which creates a very ac  ve, yet smooth ride.

Instructor’s Corner 

Through dressage training, Serena 
has also developed more balance and 
strength. She has a strong back, neck, 
and hind end (just look at the photos!) 
This is essen  al to her work carrying 
beginning and possibly unbalanced 
riders—she does so without ba   ng an 
eye—as her own balance is impacted 
less by her riders. While Serena works 
happily for riders who are helped by 
leaders and sidewalkers, she’s also an 
excellent mount for those who are 
riding independently. Just ask Mason L. 
and Kathy E.! Serena’s dressage training 
has her tuned in to a rider’s aids (legs, 
voice, seat, and hands); she always tries 
very hard to please.

Dressage Training for the Rider 
Dressage training is good for our 
horses, but I think we’ve been all 
pleasantly surprised by how much our 
riders have taken to it as well. Here are 
my thoughts on why dressage is fun! 

Dressage is a recognized equestrian 
discipline which is contested on 

OK, so this will be a short ‘Tales’ ‘cos I 
want to save room for the TRI-FECTA 
report. (It was an awesome race!). 
First of all, I go  a send a huge THANK 
YOU out to Marcia M., our costume 
designer and dresser. I hope y’all got 
chance to see some of the amazing 
photos that Jan V. posted on Facebook 
of us cri  ers in our Trick-or-Trea  ng 
ou  its. We rocked the week – and 
we owe it all to Marcia. She creates 
and custom fi ts every costume, and 
accommodates some MARES in their 
quirks and diva’ishness. (Ahem, April). 
Our volunteers and riders got into 
the fun too and we had a great week 
of dressing up and trick-or-trea  ng. 
My buddy Leon made a good try at 
ge   ng some snacks for himself – that 
red bucket was just toooo temp  ng 
– but we had to s  ck to carrots and 
peppermints. Hey Marcia, just ‘cos 
I’m li  le doesn’t mean I couldn’t be 
something way cool next year. I love my 
unicorn rig, don’t get me wrong, but I’m 
thinking I would make a kicking dragon 
or maybe a doctor. I’ve already got the 
white coat. (Shut UP, Tracy, it is not 
more of a ‘mud brown’ coat!)

We’ve been loving the cooler autumn 
weather. I know you humans liked those 
warmer temps we had in October but 
we’d already started on our winter 
coats and it was too hot for us. Looking 
forward to playing in the snow – can 
you say “camoufl age?” I can sneak 
up on the guys so much easier when 
there’s snow to hide in! I guess by 
the  me you get this, we’ll be done 
with our Holiday Session classes and 
ge   ng ready for a li  le break. But did 
you know that we s  ll get our “beauty 
treatments” even though we’re not 
working for a few weeks? Yup, some 
way cool vols come out a couple of 

BBFN—
Mighty Majic

Your TRI Field Reporter

 mes a week and give us all a good brushing, check our feet and stuff , so when it’s 
 me for Early Bird Session, we look fab-u-lous! Thanks guys!

OK, go  a wrap this up so there’s room for the TRI-FECTA ar  cle. Go read it – many 
of you donated to help this be a super successful race. THANK YOU!!!! That’s 
gonna buy a ton of hay and carrots for us :) 

I’ve decided to re  re from being the Field Reporter. It was way fun but it’s  me to 
do other things. But I know the instructors will keep you up to date on all the cool 
TRI happenings. 

TRI Tales

Before...Serena when TRI 
purchased her.

Sure I’m a cute unicorn, but 
wouldn’t I make an even 
better looking knight’s steed? 
Garuda does an OK job, I 
guess. HEY!!! Not funny – I 
would not make a better 
clown :(

Aft er...Look at that neck! 
With careful schooling from 
instructor Nora T., Serena 
has packed on the muscle. 

B
p

A

i
h

Continued on page 15
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In each edi  on of this newsle  er, 
I spotlight one of our amazing TRI 
volunteers. This has to be the hardest 
ar  cle I write each  me, not because 
it’s hard to decide what to say or which 
photos to use. Hard because I have to 
pick just ONE volunteer to focus on. 
When you have the privilege of working 
with 130 of the most incredible people, 
picking just one is almost impossible. 
So in this, my fi nal Volunteer Spotlight, I 
am focusing on them ALL. 

Did you know that Independent Sector 
determined that a volunteer hour in 
2015 was worth $23.56? Mul  ply that 
by the over 8,700 hours our volunteers 
donated that year and the number is 
awe inspiring - $204,970!!! Many of 
our volunteers volunteer essen  ally 
year-round, star  ng in March and going 
straight through un  l December. I o  en 
hear of volunteers who have scheduled 
vaca  ons to coincide with breaks in 

Volunteer Spotlight
the class schedule. One person even 
scheduled her surgery and recovery 
 me for August so she wouldn’t miss 

any classes! Throughout the year, they 
are at the barn every week, making 
sure their riders have a good lesson, 
that the horses are groomed and 
tacked correctly, that the arena is set 

up (and reset) for each class and then 
sweeping and cleaning the facility at 
the end of each night or morning. In 
order to make it possible for us to off er 
three half-hour lessons, our volunteers 
dedicate four hours of their week. On 
Saturdays, volunteers are there for fi ve 
hours – yes, even on football Saturdays!

Our volunteers form las  ng bonds 
with their riders and with the families. 
Last year, for Trick-or-Trea  ng week, a 
rider’s volunteers designed costumes 
to represent his favorite comic book 
characters as a special surprise for him. 
I get calls or emails each session from 
volunteers asking to be assigned to a 
specifi c rider. If they fi nd out that the 

Tracy Boyle - 
Volunteer Coordinator 

rider is on a diff erent night than the 
one they are already scheduled for, 
they will come an extra day, just to be 
with that rider.

Our volunteers assist with Day-At-
The-Farm programs. They make our 
Summer Camp possible – without 

Debbie Ne. our campers would not get to do the very crea  ve cra   projects they enjoy so much. Volunteers help scrub and 
shine the barn and set up for our Boots, Brews, and BBQ event. They take home our recycling, help put stamps and labels on 
envelopes, and write up the dry erase boards in the arena. (Much to the relief of the instructors. My handwri  ng leaves a 
great deal to be desired!)

Our volunteers support each other through losses and celebrate special events. They feed each other (and the staff !), cheer 
our young people on as they tackle school and college, and they bring their friends to TRI, introducing new people to our 
family.

Our volunteers make TRI possible. Without this amazing group of people, our riders could not experience the joy of riding 
and working with horses. Their generosity and commitment are unique in the volunteer industry. You’d be hard pressed to 
fi nd another volunteer-based organiza  on with the longevity we experience – our volunteers come back year a  er year. 
Our volunteers made my job a delight and a daily source of energy and excitement. They made what could have been an 
overwhelming task so much easier through their fl exibility, reliability, and generosity. They made coming to work each day 
more like hanging out with friends. Just like TRI cannot possibly thank our volunteers for all they do, I personally cannot 
thank them enough for the honor and privilege of working with and ge   ng to know them. If you have chance to meet one 
of these amazing people, please shake their hand and tell them thank you. They are one of a kind – all of them – and I will 
always be grateful for having had the opportunity to serve as their Volunteer Coordinator for the last 17 years. 

Thank you all!
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Once again, our now annual event, 
Boots, Brews & BBQ held September 
30th was a night to remember! Thanks 
to our wonderful sponsors, a sold out 
crowd of 278 western wearing folks 
enjoyed a night of good entertainment, 
scrump  ous BBQ, beau  ful one-of-
a-kind quilts by John Cox, the Saline 
Fiddlers Philharmonic, friendship and 
dancing! Congratula  ons to Debita 
and Robert G. as recipients of the 
Golden Horseshoe Award recognizing 
their many years of dedica  on and 
volunteerism to TRI. Our hear  elt 
apprecia  on for Debita, Robert and all 
of our amazing volunteers! A special 
thanks to P.V. and Mark R. for sharing 
their personal story as members of the 
TRI family and how TRI has posi  vely 
impacted the life of their daughter 
Annie. Annie, you and all of our riders 
inspire us each and every day! Thank 
you to everyone who a  ended this 
year’s awesome event, we are so happy 
you had a great  me. And for y’all that 
missed this year’s Boots, Brews & BBQ, 
don’t despair. Save the date- the 2017 
Boots, Brews & BBQ event will be held 
Friday evening, September 15th next 
year, yeehaw!!!

Boots, Brews &
BBQ 2016

interna  onal stages at a wide variety 
of levels. Para-dressage riders compete 
in the Paralympic Games—what a 
fantas  c goal for riders to aspire to! 
Dressage tests and movements have 
very clear objec  ves, and dressage skills 
can be built piece-by-piece. Dressage 
also off ers a great deal of order and 
organiza  on.

But perhaps most importantly, dressage 
is a very accommoda  ng sport. 
There are mul  ple tests at a variety 
of diff erent levels--everything from 
walk-only tests to Grand Prix (piaff e, 
passage, tempi changes, and all sorts of 
fancy stuff !) You can even pair dressage 
movements with music, crea  ng 
musical freestyles. 

Dressage is o  en referred to as a 
“sport of life  me” as it takes li  le to 
get started, but a life  me to master—
dressage really is for everyone! I’ve 
been a rider for 25+ years and I s  ll 
take lessons. There is always something 
new to learn! I’ve certainly been bi  en 
by the “dressage bug,” and I hope to 
pass along some of that to TRI’s horses 
and riders. 
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Riders Mason L. (top) and 
Kathy E. (middle) enjoy 
working with Serena. Even if 
they aren’t “doing dressage” in 
every lesson, she’s fun to ride!

(top) Debita and Robert G. 
receiving their well-deserved 
Golden Horseshoe Award.

(middle & bottom) BBBBQ 
guests enjoying the chance to 
meet the TRI horses and have a 
great BBQ dinner.

Rider Robert G. is working 
on his third diff erent musical 
dressage freestyle with Hey 
Dobbs! Robert selects his 
favorite songs and works 
with instructor Jen B. to 
choreograph his routines. 

Continued from page 11

Jen Beyer - 
Instructor

Instructor’s Corner 
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When you shop at Amazon.com through its Smile 
program at smile.amazon.com, a por  on of your 
purchase helps support Therapeu  c Riding, Inc. -- 
and it doesn’t cost you anything extra. 
To be sure you’re suppor  ng TRI, when you visit 
the Amazon site, look on the upper le  -hand 
corner of your screen, near the Amazon logo. Click 
on the word, “Suppor  ng,” and enter “Therapeu  c 
Riding, Inc.” as your benefi   ng organiza  on.
It’s an easy way to shop and support an 
organiza  on you love -- and we appreciate your 
support

Learn more here h  p://smile.amazon.com/about

2016 Donation

Donor Name:

Address:

Phone:

Email:

How would you like to receive our newsle  er?

Please make checks payable to “Therapeu  c Riding, 
Inc.” or you may charge your gi   on our secure 
website:

h  p://www.therapeu  cridinginc.org/

Website Mail

Therapeu  c Riding, Inc.
3425 East Morgan Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48108

Yes. I want to support the riders at TRI with 
my dona  on of $

I wish to remain anonymous.

No Yes

Please join our TRI family and help support our riders 
and horses. $100 covers the cost of one group lesson 
for four riders. Just $400 will buy enough hay to feed 
our horses for a week. $600 will purchase ten new 
helmets. $825 will pay the riding fees for one rider for 
one year. $2,000 will cover spring shots and annual 
checks ups for our herd of fi  een wonderful horses. 
$5,000 will adopt one of our horses for a full year.
To donate, just use this coupon or visit our website at 
h  p://therapeu  cridinginc.org and donate online. 

If you’d like to make your dona  on in installments or 
have ques  ons about dona  ng, please contact our 
offi  ce at 734-677-0303.


