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Inland Fisheries Service Report – Anglers Alliance Meeting –  

July 2015 

Hot Topics 

Carp Funding 

The matching funding from the Federal Government through its Caring for Our Country Program 

finished on 30 June 2015. The Service is pursuing alternative arrangements for Federal assistance 

with strong support from the Deputy Premier but this is still to be confirmed.  

Developing the southern freshwater fishery 

The Service has been looking for opportunities to increase angling licence sales, particularly in 

southern Tasmania where the take up of licences is underrepresented per capita. A number of 

options were presented at the June Inland Fisheries Advisory Council meeting, attended by the 

Deputy Premier, where it was agreed to undertake three key projects to support freshwater angling 

in the south. 

An expansion of the recently launched River Derwent Angler Access Project, including the 

development of sites to allow the launching of canoes and float boats will be undertaken along with 

looking at opportunities to use the Derwent Valley Rail corridor between New Norfolk and Maydena 

to obtain better access for anglers. 

In a trial the Service is looking to purchase water from the Midlands Water Scheme to supplement 

water being delivered to Lake Dulverton by the Southern Midlands Council. The aim is to maintain a 

good water level in a 51 Ha portion of the lake to sustain a trout fishery and support other 

recreational activities. Adult brown trout were recently transferred from the Central Highlands and 

stocked into this lake. Signage is currently being developed in conjunction with the Southern 

Midlands Council and PWS. 

Further work will be undertaken to assess the suitability of constructing a dam south west of 

Geeveston at Esperance Plains. This site was identified through a desk top survey that was 

undertaken of the southern region and was seen as the site with the best potential to create a 

recreational freshwater fishery. 
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Opening of Brown trout waters for season 2015-16 

The majority of Inland Waters open for recreational fishing on Saturday 1 August 2015. Details are 

available in the Tasmanian Inland 2015-16 Fishing Code. The code is available from the IFS web site, 

or from Service Tasmania shops or most tackle stores when you buy a licence. The Service will be 

undertaking a major compliance operation for the opening with four teams of officers operating 

across the State. The season runs until 1 May 2016. 

 

Brushy Lagoon Stocking Issues 

The 10 tonne limit that was imposed on the bridge on the road into Brushy Lagoon has limited the 

ability to stock the water large salmon and rainbow trout. The Service has negotiated with an 

alternate truck operator that can carry up to 4 tonne total weight which allows a load of around 

400kg to be delivered across the bridge to the lagoon. Talks are continuing with PWS in relation to 

repairing the bridge to carry larger capacity trucks. 

Compliance 

Dion Lyell Quarrell of Wynyard was convicted in the Burnie Magistrates Court on 6/7/15 of white 

bait related offences and fined with a special penalty a total of $616. 

Peter Thomas Odegaard of Wynyard was convicted of 11 offences also in the Burnie Magistrates 

Court on 6/7/15. These consisted of 4 offences against officers, 5 fisheries offences and 2 counts of 

breach of bail. He has been bailed until August for sentencing 

Two defendants appeared in the Burnie Magistrates Court on 13/7/15 for plea in relation to 43 

fisheries charges including offences against officers.  These charges have been listed for contest 

mention in August.  

A further defendant is to appear on 21/7/15 also in the Burnie Magistrates court for plea on 12 

whitebait related offences. 

Talbots Lagoon 

The IFS has entered into an MOU with Forico Pty Ltd to develop an integrated approach to 

management of inland waters in the Forico managed estate. Subsequent to the signing of the MOU, 

IFS has had preliminary discussions with Forico in respect of future access to the Talbots Lagoon, 

near Guildford in the north-west, for angling and associated management. Historically the lagoon 
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has only been accessible to anglers who have completed an induction program and been issued with 

an access permit by Forico or the former owner, Gunns. 

There is a possibility that Forico may dispense with the permit system and make the Lagoon 

accessible to the general public under strict access conditions. 

The IFS is seeking input from angling groups regarding the future management of the Talbots Lagoon 

fishery and how this may impact on future access arrangements. Ultimately arrangements will need 

to meet the requirements of Forico in respect of their forestry management and operations.  

Farm dam stocking for public fishing 

The IFS has been implementing the new Farm Dam Stocking Policy. As a result 23 dams on 8 

properties along the North West between Thirlstane in the east and West Ridgley to the west have 

been assessed and approved for stocking with brown trout for public fishing.  

Signs and stiles are being installed and dams have been stocked with advanced fry. Information on 

the locations of these dams and landowner contact details will be made available on the IFS website. 

A further 4 Dams have been approved for club activities for three separate angling clubs.  

Working to protect the Clarence galaxias 

The threatened Clarence galaxias has a limited distribution in the area west of Bronte Park. The 

Service is in discussion with the Tasmanian Land Conservancy to protect the species. Surveys have 

been undertaken and planning has commenced to assess the feasibility of developing a trout free 

zone on Kenneth Creek in the Nive River catchment. The project requires the removal of any trout 

from the creek and Kenneth Lagoon and the placement of an in stream barrier to prevent trout from 

moving back up into the catchment. It is expected that on ground work would be undertaken in 

autumn when water levels are generally low and the best chance of total trout removal can be 

achieved. 

River Derwent Spawning Trout Trap 

Preliminary investigations have commenced into the construction of a spawning trout trap on the 

River Derwent upstream of Lake King William. A site visit has located a possible construction area 

and a more detailed survey will be undertaken in coming weeks to confirm suitability.  

Lake King William is known for an abundance of wild trout and is considered to be overstocked due 

to the extensive spawning grounds within its catchment.  If constructed the trap will provide access 

to a valuable resource of trout that will be used to supplement other fisheries around the State. 
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Tooms Lake Fishery Performance Assessment – Rob Freeman  

Date 13-16 July 2015 

A fishery performance assessment was undertaken at Tooms Lake to establish an estimate of the 

brown trout population size and to examine recruitment of younger fish into the fishery from 

previous stockings and natural recruitment.  The survey was also used to obtain the range of weights 

and lengths for both brown trout and rainbow trout.   

In total, 96 box traps were set throughout the lake over two nights.  In total, 645 trout were 

captured.  This consisted of 562 brown trout and 83 rainbow trout.  A small amount of electrofishing 

was also undertaken using the electrofishing boat, with 25 brown and 8 rainbow trout captured.   

To allow for the brown trout population size to be estimated, 3850 brown trout collected from Great 

Lake during early June had their adipose fin clipped before being released into Tooms Lake.  The 

proportion of these fin clipped fish as part of the total catch of brown trout suggests the population 

to be around 19,770 fish (plus or minus 3,253).  Non fin clipped brown trout ranged in ranged in size 

from around 1 kg to 4.9 kg.  A large number of brown trout were in the 1.8 – 2.5 kg range, with a 

reasonable number in the 3 – 3.5 kg range.  Most fin clipped brown trout were around 0.7 – 1.2 kg.   

There was strong evidence of failed natural recruitment over the past two years and failure of a 

stocking of 30,000 triploid browns during late 2013. 

Rainbow trout represented around 13% of the catch, with a range of size classes present as a result 

of the stocking of fingerlings, yearlings and adult rainbow trout over the last three years. 

It should be noted that these are preliminary results and once the data has been collated and 

interrogated, these figures may change slightly.  

At this stage, it appears that Tooms Lake has a low population of large brown trout, together with a 

small number of rainbow trout, all in exceptional condition.   

Carp – Chris Wisniewski 

The IFS held its annual Carp Workshop on 4 and 5 May. Presentations on the achievements of the 

program were given to a range of stakeholders and the Deputy Premier on day 1, with operational 

plans developed by the Carp Management Team on day 2. 

They key outcomes of the workshop were: 

o That carp have been contained to Lake Sorell and that Lake Crescent and the Clyde River 

remain carp free: 
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o That a further 1,204 carp predominately from the 2009-10 cohort, were removed from 

Lake Sorell in this financial year. A total of 41,200 carp have now been taken from this 

lake since 1995. 

o Intensive fishing pressure during 2014-15 returned a dramatic decrease in catch per unit 

of effort compared to the previous year. It is estimated that at least 50 percent of the 

population was removed during this period 

o Four small carp captured during the summer were determined to have come from a 

spawning in 2013-14. Analysis of catch per unit effort data indicates that this cohort is 

very small and it is anticipated that it can be fished out along with the 2009-10 cohort. 

o Intensive and targeted gill netting was identified as the primary method to eradicate 

carp by 2017-18. 

The Deputy Premier confirmed that the eradication of carp from Tasmania was of high priority and 

the Government would do everything it could to secure the funding require to eradicate carp from 

Lake Sorell. This was reconfirmed at the recent IFAC meeting where it was agreed that if sufficient 

external funding cannot be found that IFS would use its resources to maintain the required effort. 

Winter carp fishing has provided slim pickings. The team has been using the weather and tracking 

Lake Sorell weekly to detect any transmitter fish aggregations. The fishing effort has only returned 

small numbers of carp. Preparation is well underway for the coming spring when effort will be 

increased. 

Shannon Lagoon – Chris Wisniewski 

The IFS and Hydro Tasmania are working together to improve the fishing experience at Shannon 

Lagoon by trying to improve the water clarity. The lagoon provides habitat for threatened native 

aquatic plant and animal species, irrigation water releases for downstream use, and a recreational 

trout fishery. Turbidity, or lack of water clarity, has long been a concern for the angling community 

and because of it the lagoon is perceived as not meeting its full potential as a trout fishery. 

What has been found is that it is not feasible to achieve a year round clear water fishery in Shannon 

Lagoon. It is however believed that better water quality can be achieved on a more regular basis 

particularly in late summer. The initial management target is to keep turbidity levels below 20 NTU* 

for 75 per cent of the time during February and April and to reduce turbidity as far as possible at 

other times of the year. This will be done by automating the pumps at Miena Dam that transfer 

water back into the Great Lake, which will allow more accurate management of water levels as well 

as using irrigation water releases to provide lagoon flushing.  
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Further detail is available in the Shannon Lagoon Summary Report on Hydro Tasmania’s website at 

www.hydro.com.au/environment/shannon-lagoon *NTU is the unit used to measure water 

turbidity. It stands for Nephelometric Turbidity Units 

Angler Access – Neil Morrow 

River Access  

Work has commenced on the South Esk River Anglers Access project. Desktop surveys of the 

catchment including land tenure and topography have been completed and negotiations with 

landowners begun. A commitment has been given to contribute to riparian weed removal (Willows) 

and improvements at Clarendon which will be an excellent access location and a focal point for the 

project. Fence stiles have been manufactured and are in storage ready for installation. 

The River Derwent Anglers Access project was officially launched by the Deputy Premier, Jeremy 

Rockliff, on the 4th May 2015 at New Norfolk. The River Derwent Brochure is now available from the 

IFS and AAT websites and in hard copy from tackle shops and selected visitor information services. 

During the project the rail corridor between New Norfolk and Mt. Field National Park has been 

identified as having great recreational potential if no longer required as an operational railway. The 

corridor could be developed for public recreation as a cycle/pathway and would provide excellent 

access to areas of the river currently inaccessible by road. The Derwent Valley Railway (DVR) is 

currently negotiating with TasRail to gain access to the track for tourist rail. If the tourist railway 

does not proceed there may be an opportunity for the Derwent Valley Council or others to consider 

a cycle/pathway as a major tourism/recreation project for the region. AAT is looking at this 

opportunity. 

IFS staff are conducting annual maintenance of existing Anglers Access projects. An inspection of all 

sites and infrastructure is well underway. Brush cutting, upgrades and repairs are being undertaken 

and should be completed by December 2015. 

Forico Pty.Ltd. - Talbots Lagoon 

The IFS has entered into an MOU with Forico Pty Ltd to develop an integrated approach to 

management of inland waters in the Forico managed estate. Subsequent to the signing of the MOU, 

IFS has had preliminary discussions with Forico in respect of future access to the Talbots Lagoon, 

near Guildford in the north-west, for angling and associated management. Historically the lagoon 

has only been accessible to anglers who have completed an induction program and been issued with 

an access permit by Forico or the former owner, Gunns. 

http://www.hydro.com.au/environment/shannon-lagoon
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There is a possibility that Forico may dispense with the permit system and make the Lagoon 

accessible to the general public under strict access conditions. 

The IFS is seeking input from AAT and other angling groups regarding the future management of the 

Talbots Lagoon fishery and how this may impact on future access arrangements. Ultimately 

arrangements will need to meet the requirements of Forico in respect of their forestry management 

and operations.  

It is possible that changes may be made to access arrangements prior to the commencement of the 

next permit period (Commencing 1st September 2015) therefore interested parties must provide 

feedback to IFS by 31/7/15 if it is to be considered. 

Talbots Lagoon is currently regulated as: open to angling from the first Saturday in August to the 

Sunday nearest the 30th April, fly, lure and bait fishing permitted, 220 mm minimum size and 12 fish 

bag limit. The fishery currently has a self-sustaining population of brown trout and limited natural 

recruitment of rainbow trout. Currently vehicle access for permit holders is via a private road from 

Guildford to two locations approximately 200m from the western shore of the Lagoon with foot 

access to the remainder via a network of private roads and fire breaks.   

Recreational Boating fund and associated projects 

The timber landing has been completed at Penstock Lagoon. This is the first stage of a two stage 

project. The second stage is for flexmat to be installed on the ramp, which is planned for November. 

Crushed rock material has been placed at the toe of Woods Lake and Tooms Lake boat ramps to 

improve launching opportunities due to low lake levels. Caution is required by boat owners at both 

facilities. A number of inland projects were approved by MAST through the 2015 round of the RBF 

including a ramp and pontoon for Craigbourne Dam and a new pontoon at Lake Rosebery. Other 

MAST projects planned for the 2015/16 year are the installation of pontoons at Jonah Bay (Arthurs 

Lake) and Brandum Bay (Great Lake). 

A navigation light will be installed at Lake Crescent prior to the commencement of the 2015/16 

season. The vandalised navigation light at Wilmot (Lake Barrington) has been replaced. 

IFS have worked closely with Hydro Tasmania to establish a new launching area at Lake Rowallan. 

Civil works on a new gravel launching area have been completed by Hydro and monitoring of the 

new area will be conducted by IFS over a range of lake levels before it is formally signposted and 

designated as a boat ramp. Additional work may be required to complete the area. Anglers are 

encouraged to use the new area approx. 1KM south of the Dam. Please exercise appropriate caution 
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as the ramp and access track may not have consolidated and could be boggy in areas. Any feedback 

or comments can be directed to the IFS. 

Business Clean Up Australia Day 

IFS have commenced planning for Business Clean Up Day on Tuesday 1st March 2016. Anglers Access 

sites on the River Derwent will again be a focus of IFS efforts and support from the angling 

community is encouraged. Clean up Australia Day is 6th March 2016. 

Pumphouse Point/St. Clair Lagoon 

IFS has been working with the operators of the new Pumphouse Point development at Lake St. Clair 

to ensure that anglers access to St. Clair Lagoon and Derwent Basin is maintained and clearly 

designated  to anglers. A new carpark has been developed next to the Lodge entrance. Public 

pedestrian access to the entire site with the exception of the Pumphouse itself is retained. Anglers 

may walk along the access road beyond the gate or use the newly constructed access path along the 

lagoon. Anglers may cross the flume bridge and use the pathways beyond to the weir and basin. IFS 

have supplied Anglers Access signs and symbols for use on the site to assist navigation for anglers. 

Licencing and Administration – Tony Wright  

2014-2015 Season 

The season culminated with the draw of the Ford Ranger competition at Liawenee open weekend 

and was won by a young New Norfolk teenager Bailey Cashion. The season was highlighted by 

difficult fishing conditions during summer months that combined with economic circumstances 

resulted in a 1 per cent downturn in licence sales in dollar terms and a reduction in overall licence 

numbers by 473 to 26,632 compared to 27,105 the previous year.  

2015-2016 Season 

Licence sales for the coming season are off to a brisk start. On the 1 July 2015 20,389 renewals were 

issued of which 4,500 renewals were by email and 15,889 by post.  Emails that had not been opened 

by the by the 16th July 2015 were sent one by post as well.  As of 6/7/2015 almost 50% of the emails 

have been opened. 

Renewal notices started arriving in letterboxes 2/7/2015.  This was the biggest day in online licence 

sale history with over $18,000 worth of licences sold on this day alone.  At peak the online system 

was processing 60 transactions per hour.   

From 1/7 – 5/7/2015, 19 five season licences and 579 one season licences had been sold online.  
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Compliance and Operations - Stephen Hepworth 

 
Compliance Statistics from 1/7/14 to 30/06/15 
 

 3,502 angling licences and 191 whitebait licences inspected. 

 67 Fisheries Infringement Notices issued for 78 offences. 

 55 Infringement notices endorsed as conditional cautions issued for 60 offences. 

 $16,800 in infringement notice fines. 

 Court fines and special penalties $2,870 

 Total fines from all sources $19,670 

 $4,620 infringement notice fines (included in above) related to whitebait offences North and 

North West. 

 31 kilograms of whitebait seized. 

 ATV vehicle seized. 

 9 whitebait nets seized. 

 2 search warrants executed in relation to residential premises at Smithton. 

 Cannabis plant material and smoking devices seized from above premises. 

 8 vehicles searched 

Disqualifications 

Two offenders convicted of multiple whitebait related offences were each disqualified from holding 

a recreational whitebait licence for a period of 5 years each commencing season 2014. 

Since 2009 16 Notices of Disqualification have been issued totalling 66 years of disqualification. 

Prosecutions Matters for the Year to Date 

Stephen John Bakes of Burnie was convicted on 7/8/14 in the Burnie Magistrates Court of 2 counts 

of take protected fish and 2 counts of possess freshwater crayfish.  The defendant was fined $1,510 

consisting of fines and special penalties and court costs of $78.44. 

Reginald Clemeth Reeve of Burnie was convicted on 7/8/14 in the Burnie Magistrates Court of 1 

count of take protected fish and 1 counts of possess freshwater crayfish.  The defendant was fined 

$560 consisting of fine and special penalty and court costs of $78.44. 
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Daniel Sam Carver of Gretna was convicted on 23/4/15 in the Hobart Magistrates Court for 2 counts 

of taking fish without an angling licence.  The defendant was fined $800 consisting of fines and 

special penalties. 

Three defendants are to appear in the Burnie Magistrates Court for whitebait related offences 

totalling 55 charges and a further defendant is also due to appear for decision in relation to 11 

whitebait related charges and offences against officers. 

Court and Infringement Notice Tables 2014/15 

Prosecution Offences (Magistrates Court) Number 

Take protected fish (Giant Freshwater Crayfish)   3 

Possess freshwater crayfish (Giant Freshwater Crayfish)   3 

Taking acclimatised or indigenous fish without an angling licence    2 

Total   8 

A total of 67 infringement notices were issued (comprising of 78 offences), amounting to fines of 

$16,800.  

Of particular note was the issue of 9 infringement notices on the north and northwest for 15 

whitebait related offences totalling $4,620. Fifty five infringement notices endorsed as conditional 

cautions were issued (comprising of 60 offences) as detailed below. The total fines from all sources 

totalled $19,670. 

 

Infringement Notice Offences Number 

Taking acclimatised or indigenous fish without an angling licence  18 

Possessing assembled rod, reel and line without an angling licence 11 

Taking fish with unattended set rod as prescribed   7 

Possessing whitebait without a whitebait licence   5 

Taking whitebait without a whitebait licence   4 

Not complying with Ministerial order about taking fish-whitebait closed 

water 

  3 

Possessing or using other than permitted net   3 
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Fail to comply with Ministerial order relating to the taking of fish-closed 

water 

  2 

Using bottle jar, can or similar object to indicate movement in the rod   2 

Fishing with more than one rod and line at a time   1 

Having possession of a rod and line of another person when using own   1 

Taking more salmon than the number specified in regulation 18(3) in one day   1 

Fail to wear PFD on vessel under 6 meters while underway 16 

Fail to register motor boat   3 

Fail to carry minimum safety equipment   1 

Total  78 

  

Infringement Notice Offences Endorsed as Conditional Cautions Number 

Possessing assembled rod, reel and line without an angling licence 14 

Taking acclimatised or indigenous fish without an angling licence 11 

Not complying with Ministerial order about taking fish–closed water   6 

Taking fish with unattended set rod   4 

Taking more salmon than the number specified in regulation 18(3) in one day   4 

Taking fish from a boat that is within 100 metres of an angler fishing from the 

bank 

  3 

Using whitebait net without attached tag bearing whitebait licence number   2 

Possessing or using other than permitted net   1 

Possession of assembled rod, reel and line when taking fish prohibited   1 

Use natural bait in specified waters   1 

Fail to wear PFD on vessel under 6 meters while underway   7 

Fail to carry minimum safety equipment   3 

Exceed 5 knot speed limit in restricted area   1 

Fail to display capacity sticker on motor boat   1 

Fail to hold MAST licence or Certificate of Competency   1 

Total  60 
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Hatchery and Stocking – Brett Mawbey  

The 2015 adult Brown trout spawning migration in the Central Highlands is now nearing an end. Six 

traps have been running for the duration, two at Great Lake, Liawenee Canal and Sand banks Creek, 

three at Arthurs Lake, Tumbledown Creek, Scotch Bobs Creek and Hydro Creek and Mountain Creek 

at Lake Sorell. The two traps at Great Lake have performed particularly well this year, capturing over 

20,000 fish between them.  

Arthurs and Lake Sorell catchment areas thus far have received significantly less rainfall than the 

Great Lake catchment areas, therefore impacting on required queues to stimulate the runs. 

Mountain Creek at Lake Sorell has produced a little over 500 fish and the Arthurs Lake traps around 

3,500. All fish over 1000 grams at Arthurs spawning creeks were stripped and released back into the 

creek. 

The incubator room at the New Norfolk hatchery has successfully produced 150,000 eyed brown 

trout ova. The eyed ova have been transferred to the Salmon Ponds for hatching. 

The rainbow trout spawning migration will commence in September. At Great Lake the long channel 

immediately above the trap at Liawenee Canal and the zig – zag channels at Liawenee will be used to 

naturally spawn the wild rainbow trout. The Sandbanks fish trap will be used to monitor the rainbow 

trout spawning run in this creek. All rainbow trout captured in the trap will be weighed and 

measured and then released above the trap to spawn. No brown trout were allowed above the trap 

giving exclusive access to the spawning beds for the rainbows. This is part the strategy to build the 

rainbow trout population in the Great Lake which has been in decline. 

Stocking of public waters 23 April 2015 to 16 July 2015 

Lake Date Number Species Age Type Stock 
Weight 

(g) 
Origin 

Bradys Lake 28/04/2015 250 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 

Bradys Lake 29/04/2015 650 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 

Bradys Lake 4/05/2015 1,500 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 

Bruisers Lagoon 20/05/2015 70 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 

Brushy Lagoon 11/06/2015 400 Atlantic salmon Adult Diploid Domestic 4000 Petuna Aquaculture 

Brushy Lagoon 3/07/2015 180 Atlantic salmon Adult Diploid Domestic 4000 Petuna Aquaculture 

Camerons Lagoon 20/05/2015 70 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 

Carters Lake 20/05/2015 200 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 

Craigbourne Dam 11/05/2015 1,350 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 800 Sandbanks Creek 

Craigbourne Dam 26/06/2015 400 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Scotch Bobs Creek 

Craigbourne Dam 26/06/2015 400 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 800 Sandbanks Creek 

Four Springs Lake 19/05/2015 1,250 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 800 Sandbanks Creek 

Four Springs Lake 15/05/2015 1,500 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 800 Sandbanks Creek 

Four Springs Lake 11/06/2015 880 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 800 Sandbanks Creek 

Four Springs Lake 11/06/2015 600 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Tumbledown Creek 

Lake Crescent 20/05/2015 400 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 
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Lake Crescent 27/05/2015 200 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 

Lake Crescent 4/06/2015 100 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Tumbledown Creek 

Lake Crescent 12/06/2015 200 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 

Lake Crescent 19/06/2015 430 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 700 Mountain Creek 

Lake Crescent 25/06/2015 100 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 700 Mountain Creek 

Lake Crescent 16/07/2015 70 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 

Lake Crescent 16/07/2015 430 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Tumbledown Creek 

Lake Dulverton 30/06/2015 55 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 800 Sandbanks Creek 

Lake Dulverton 30/06/2015 85 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 300 Hydro Creek 

Lake Dulverton 30/06/2015 235 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Tumbledown Creek 

Lake Dulverton 30/06/2015 140 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Scotch Bobs Creek 

Lake Duncan 11/05/2015 70 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 800 Sandbanks Creek 

Lake Lynch 11/05/2015 70 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 800 Sandbanks Creek 

Lake Paget 20/05/2015 50 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 

Leven River 8/07/2015 400 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 1000 Liawenee Canal 

Penstock Lagoon 12/05/2015 250 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Tumbledown Creek 

Penstock Lagoon 12/05/2015 200 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Scotch Bobs Creek 

Penstock Lagoon 11/05/2015 1,000 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 1000 Liawenee Canal 

Penstock Lagoon 19/05/2015 400 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Tumbledown Creek 

Penstock Lagoon 19/05/2015 50 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Scotch Bobs Creek 

Penstock Lagoon 26/05/2015 800 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 1000 Liawenee Canal 

Penstock Lagoon 27/05/2015 200 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 1000 Liawenee Canal 

Penstock Lagoon 2/06/2015 250 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Tumbledown Creek 

Penstock Lagoon 2/06/2015 30 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Scotch Bobs Creek 

Penstock Lagoon 18/06/2015 600 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 

Penstock Lagoon 19/06/2015 220 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 900 Liawenee Canal 

Pet Dam 25/06/2015 700 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 500 Tumbledown Creek 

Pet Dam 25/06/2015 300 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 800 Sandbanks Creek 

Tooms Lake 3/06/2015 1,600 brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 800 Sandbanks Creek 

 

 

 

Major adult brown trout transfer totals April - 16 July 2015 

Lake Species Age Type Stock Total number 

Bradys Lake brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 5,400 

Craigbourne Dam brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 2,150 

Four Springs Lake brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 4,230 

Lake Crescent brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 2,030 

Lake Dulverton brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 585 

Penstock Lagoon brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 4,000 

Pet Dam brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 1,000 

Tooms Lake brown trout Adult Diploid Wild 3,850 
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Size and numbers of fish transferred from highland traps April – 16 July 2015 

Trap 1st sample 
Average 
weight 
(grams)  

2nd sample 
Average 
weight 
(grams) 

3rd sample 
Average 
weight 
(grams) 

Number 
transferred 

Liawenee Canal 906 846 907 11,080 

Sandbanks Creek 765 802  9,075 

Tumbledown Creek 495 557 506 2,965 

Scotch Bobs Creek 426 560  820 

Hydro Creek 400*   85 

Mountain Creek 800*   530 

* Estimates only 
 

  Total 24,555 

 

Private dams stocked with brown trout for public fishing and club activities stocked  

15 July 2015 

 

Property owner name and 

address 

Contact 

details 

Dam location/s Address/ 

Coordinates 

Stocking numbers 

and species 

Ben Radcliff 

716 Camena Road West Pine 

0407 375 204 

64375204 

414 259E 544 3314N 

D1 = 4.5 Ha 

D2 = 1.5 Ha 

D3 = 1.8 Ha 

D4 = 0.75 Ha 

50 g fingerlings  

1,000 

300 

300 

75 

Justin Shephard 

74 Natone Road Stowport 

0408 102 769 74 Natone Road Stowport 

410 281E 544 7679N 

D1 = 1.7 Ha 

D2 = 4.5 Ha 

50 g fingerlings  

 

300 

1,000 

Bill and Sheryl Rockliff 

35 Skelbrook Lane Sassafras 

Brad Rockliff (occupier) 

642672186 

0418 267 286 

0474 161 630 

164 East Sassafras Road  

457 130E 542 1206N 

D = 2.4 Ha 

50 g fingerlings  

 

350 

Edward Knapman 

473 West Ridgley Road 

West Ridgley 

0458 435 306 473 West Ridgley Road  

272E 544 3977N 

D1 = 3.4 Ha 

D2 = 2.2 Ha 

50 g fingerlings  

 

750 

350 

Wilmot (Wilmot Club)  Wilmot Road Wilmot 

D = 2.5 Ha 

50 g fingerlings  

350 

West Pine(Penguin Club)  Pine Road West Pine 

D1 = 1.7 Ha   

D2 = 2.4 Ha      

 

50 g fingerlings  

300 

350 
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Brown Trout Spawning Run – Tim Farrell 

The monitoring of spawning runs in the highlands was expanded for 2015 to include the new 

Sandbanks Creek trap and to cover the extent of the brown trout spawning season. This year the 

added goal of monitoring changes in the spawning populations of brown trout at Arthurs and Great 

lakes has resulted in a program of three weigh and measures at each of the traps at the two lakes as 

well as the collection of otoliths for analysis of age structure within the populations. The schedule 

for the weigh and measures was for a sample to be undertaken at the beginning, middle and latter 

part of the spawning runs, ideally with at least 20 days between sample periods. 

So far (to 17 July 2015) three weigh and measures have occurred at Liawenee Canal and 

Tumbledown Creek with otoliths collected for a sample of each of the events. At Sandbanks Creek 

and Scotch Bobs Creek there have only been two such sample events due to the intermittence of 

flows and resultant runs of fish. Hydro Creek has yet to produce a sufficient number of fish to be 

sampled. 

The following tables present the data gathered so far from the Great Lake and Arthurs Lake 

spawning runs. 

 

Average lengths, weights and condition factor for 2015 brown trout spawning run 

 

  

 1st sample period 2nd sample period 3rd sample period 

 

Average 

length 

(mm) 

Average 

weight 

(grams) 

Average 

condition 

factor 

Average 

length 

(mm) 

Average 

weight 

(grams) 

Average 

condition 

factor 

Average 

length 

(mm) 

Average 

weight 

(grams) 

Average 

condition 

factor 

Liawenee 425 906 1.18 398 847 1.32 426 907 1.17 

Sandbanks 398 765 1.21 400 803 1.24    

Tumbledown 356 496 1.05 365 557 1.11 350 506 1.16 

Scotch Bobs 333 426 1.08 367 560 1.10    
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Range of lengths, weights and Condition Factor for 2015 brown trout spawning run 

 

Club Events, Meetings and Dinners 

Angling Hall of Fame Induction – 16 May 2015 

STLAA AGM and Dinner – 19 June 2015 

New Norfolk Anglers AGM and Dinner – 3 July 2015 

NWFA AGM – 4 July 2015 

Longford Anglers AGM – 4 July 2015 

NW Fly Fishers Talbots Spawning Weekend – 11-12 July 2015 

 

Minimum 

length 

(mm) 

Maximum 

length 

(mm) 

Minimum 

weight 

(grams) 

Maximum 

weight 

(grams) 

Minimum 

Condition 

Factor 

Maximum 

Condition 

Factor 

Liawenee 273 662 289 1949 0.83 1.84 

Sandbanks 210 500 240 1750 0.77 1.62 

Tumbledown 221 557 105 1680 0.77 1.76 

Scotch Bobs 199 507 70 1350 0.67 1.55 


