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Hot topics 

Low lake levels 

Unusually dry conditions from September 2015 to present have resulted in lower than expected inflows 

to Hydro Tasmania storages, which are currently around 16 % of capacity, reflected in the low levels of 

the two main storages in Lake Gordon and Great Lake. The draw on storages has been exacerbated by 

the failure of the Basslink Interconnector in December 2015 and the reduced generation from river 

Hydro Tasmania power stations.  On current projections the combined storage is expected to reach 14 

% this year and may fall to unprecedented levels if below average inflows occur in the autumn/winter 

period. Several non-Hydro catchments have experienced low lake levels with popular fisheries at Lake 

Leake, Tooms Lake and Craigbourne Dam also affected. 

The main concern for the fishery at this stage is boat access, with ramps closed or restricted at Great 

Lake, Lake Burbury, Lake Echo, Tooms Lake, Lake Leake, Craigbourne Dam and Lake King William. 

There is also likely to be a delay of several years in the recovery of some of these fisheries when levels 

do eventually return to normal, as was observed at Lake Leake, Tooms Lake and Arthurs Lake following 

the breaking of the drought in 2009. 

Angling pressure at Penstock and Little Pine Lagoons 

The angling pressure at both Little Pine Lagoon and Penstock Lagoon has increased noticeably in season 

2015/16. In particular the number and size of boats has raised concerns from anglers about their 

potential impact on the environment. This issue arose during the last drought in 2007/08 when there 

was a doubling of anglers using the lagoons, due largely to the low and difficult conditions at other major 

fisheries.  

Given the current water storage situation it is likely that the use of these relatively small waters is set to 

increase further in season 2016/17. In response the IFS is considering options to better communicate 

recommended boating practices,  more clearly mark the boating corridor in Penstock Lagoon and to 

establish a non-petrol outboard zone in the top end of Little Pine Lagoon above Bertrams Island.  

Arthurs Lake fisheries performance 

Several reports have been made to the IFS regarding the poor performance of Arthurs Lake fishery, 

particularly for fly fishers and specifically those dry fly fishing. 
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Hydro Tasmania has been investigating water quality at Arthurs Lake during and since the drought that 

broke in the spring of 2009. The rapid inundation of the lake following a prolonged period of low lake 

levels has had a marked effect on the water quality and consequently the ecology of the lake. 

The changing water quality is suspected of switching base productivity from macrophytes to 

phytoplankton, this favours zooplankton populations rather than benthic macroinvertebrates 

populations potentially changing trout behavior and productivity, the system is also susceptible to 

negative feedback with algal turbidity limiting light for macropyhtes at high lake levels. It is possible that 

the recovery of preferred macroinvertebrate populations such as mayflies is being suppressed by these 

processes. High levels of trout recruitment are also believed to be exacerbating the poor performance 

of the Arthurs Lake fishery. The good news is that the fish size appears to have bottomed out with an 

increase in the average size of spawning fish in 2015. 

The IFS is currently reviewing all of the available data and will publish a story on the IFS website in 

March 2016. 

Fisheries non-compliance 

Two offences that constitute fishing without a licence; “Taking acclimatised or indigenous fish without an 

angling licence” and “Possessing assembled rod, reel and line without an angling licence” have been 

detected at a much higher rate during this current angling season than last season (2014/2015). During 

the entire season 2014/2015 there were 54 of these two offences detected whilst to 10 February this 

year there have been 70 detected and charged. This comes to an offence ration of 54 from a total of 

3,502 anglers checked for 2014/2015 and for season so far it is 70 from a total of 3,361. 

The number of infringement notices issued for failure to wear a PFD is 57 this season whilst for the 

entire 2014/2015 angling season it was only 23. 

Talbots Lagoon Anglers Access  

The IFS has worked with Forico to open Talbots Lagoon to the general angling community without the 

need for the more restrictive permit system of the past. This was launched in December by the Minister 

and from all reports has been well received by anglers. Inevitably some queries have arisen regarding the 

management of the lagoon including the use of boats and bicycles, the IFS will seek to clarify these issues 

with Forico and update the brochure and signage if and as required. 
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Inland Fisheries Advisory Council (IFAC) – Tony Wright 

A new IFAC was appointed on the 15 December 2015 and held their first meeting on the 23 February 

2016. 

The new Chairperson is Michele Moseley who is a recently retired Deputy Secretary from the 

Department of Primary Industries, Parks, Water and Environment. Re-appointees were Gary France 

TGALT and Anglers Alliance; Shaun Finlayson commercial eel fisher; Christine Mucha retired CEO of 

Hobart Water and Director. New appointees were Frank Neasey Assistant Solicitor General; Alex 

Schaap retired Director Environmental Protection Authority; Simone Hackett co-owner and manager of 

RiverFly 1864 and Liza Fallon Planning Adviser Tasmanian Planning Commission. John Diggle Director of 

Inland Fisheries continues as a statutory appointment. 

Legislation, Policy and Native Fish Conservation                     

– Rob Freeman 

Legislation 

The Inland Fisheries (Controlled Fish) Order 2007, has now been updated so it is consistent with changes 

made at a national level.  This matter primary relates to the importation, breeding and sale of fish for 

the aquarium industry.   

Amendments to the Inland Fisheries (Recreational Fishing) Regulations 2009 and the Inland Fisheries (Seasons 

and Waters) Order 1996 are presently being drafted by the Office of Parliamentary Counsel.  These 

amendments are to be implemented for the 2016/17 angling season and are as follows: 

 Amend minor administrative matters relating to: correcting nomenclature for specific waters, 

and removing obsolete and updating previous matters primarily relating to the provisions for the 

issuing of infringement notices. 

 Amending the minimum legal size for fish at Pioneer Lake, South Riana Dam and Talbots Lagoon 

to 300 mm length.   

 Amending the maximum legal size for fish at Pioneer Lake, South Riana Dam, Talbots Lagoon Big 

Waterhouse Lagoon and Little Waterhouse Lagoon to; two fish only over 500 mm length. 
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 Amending the bag limit to five fish at Pioneer Lake, South Riana Dam, Talbots Lagoon and the 

South Esk River. 

 Prohibit fishing at all times within waters flowing into Talbots Lagoon. 

 Limit fishing times to one hour before sunrise to three hours after sunset at South Riana Dam 

and Talbots Lagoon.   

The Service is also undertaking a review of Seaward Limits and Indigenous Fish boundaries, these 

amendments are presently in draft form and are expected to be progress in readiness for the 2016/17 

angling season.  The vast majority of waters have no change, in most cases where a white post marker 

has been used to demarcate a boundary they will be replaced with a defined map grid reference.   

Policy Matters 

The ‘Policy for the Translocation of Freshwater Fish in Tasmania’ has now been finalised.  This 

document was been developed as an all-encompassing policy that will be used to guide the development 

of internal planning for the stocking of trout and salmon for the recreational fishery in addition to 

providing policy relating direction for the permitting, registration and licensing of commercial and non-

commercial freshwater fishery matters.  The Policy presents a framework for the assessment of risks 

associated with the translocation of freshwater fish covering a range of social, environmental, 

conservation and economic considerations.  A draft of the document was review by the Inland Fisheries 

Advisory Council, with comments from the Council incorporated into the final version.   

Native Fish Conservation 

During December 2015 the Service undertook a survey of Floods Creek on behalf of Tasmanian 

Irrigation. The survey was conducted as part of the water licence arrangements for the Midlands Water 

Scheme and targeted the distribution of pest fish (primarily redfin perch) in Floods Creek, above the 

purpose built fish barrier. The barrier is in place to prevent the upstream dispersal of redfin perch into 

the existing upstream population of the Swan galaxias.  No redfin perch or trout were found.  

Additionally, no Swan galaxias were located.  This is the second consecutive survey where Swan galaxias 

have been absent from this site.  
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Anglers Access – Neil Morrow  

River Access  

Work is continuing on the South Esk River Anglers Access project. Negotiations with landowners are 

underway with, as usual, a mixed response. Five Licence Agreements have been completed to date 

predominantly in the Longford, Perth and Evandale areas. 16 Agreements are required to be completed 

to access the next tranche of $20,000 from the Tasmanian Community Fund.  

A new steel footbridge has been installed at Hobbs Bridge on the River Leven. AAT and IFS are 

exploring options for funding to undertake additional riparian restoration works at this location 

including follow up willow and blackberry removal and replanting with native vegetation.  

Talbots Lagoon 

The Inland Fisheries Service has entered into a Licence Agreement for access to Talbots Lagoon with 

Forico (Landowner) and the owner of the water licence at Talbots Lagoon, New Plymouth District 

Council. Subsequently the IFS have completed an upgrade of access tracks, parking, signage and security 

at Talbots Lagoon to facilitate access. A management plan and fact sheet has been completed and 

amended regulations will be introduced for the 2016/17 season. The project was launched by Minister 

Rockliff and Mark Chopping from Forico on 10 December 2015. 

Subsequent reports from Forico, anglers and IFS officers have been very positive with many anglers 

utilising the new access arrangements. 

South Riana Dam 

The IFS, Tasmanian Irrigation and Gary Carpenter (Landowner) are finalising access arrangements for 

the new dam created at South Riana as part of the Dial Blythe irrigation scheme. The 4000 Ml dam will 

provide and excellent new fishing opportunity in the North West. Angling regulations including all 

methods, season, angling from one hour before sunrise to three hours after sunset and a five fish bag 

limit will be introduced prior to commencement of the 2016/17 season. The dam was stocked with 

35,000 wild brown trout diploid fry in November 2015.  
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Low Lake Level Boat Access 

The IFS has been working closely with MAST and Hydro to manage boat access during the recent 

period of low lake levels. IFS have assisted with boat ramp inspections, signage, storage of pontoons 

removed from Brandum and Swan Bays and provision of up to date information for boating anglers. This 

cooperative approach will continue for the foreseeable future. 

Clean Up Australia Day 

The IFS is participating in Business Clean-up Day on Tuesday 1 March 2016. The IFS will be focusing on 

River Derwent Anglers Access locations and Lake Crescent. IFS staff are planning to support Clean up 

Australia Day efforts undertaken by angling clubs at Four Springs Lake and Brushy Lagoon on Sunday 6 

March 2016.  

Carp – Jonah Yick 

Netting effort has increased dramatically this season, with a 400 % increase in the amount of gill nets set 

in Lake Sorell compared to last season. Despite this increased effort, there have been less carp 

captured, compared with the same period in 2014. This dramatic shift in catch per unit effort (CPUE) is 

a strong indication that the population of carp in Lake Sorell has been significantly depleted. This 

reduction in CPUE is occurring consistently across all gear types, suggesting that the size range of the 

population is being exploited evenly. Gill nets continue to account for the majority of carp captures this 

season, with 32 active fishing nets currently set in the lake. The size range of gill nets used includes four, 

four and three quarter, and five inch mesh sizes. However, the electro boat and backpack electro fishers 

were still utilised to sample a wide range of habitats across the lake, and are especially useful as they are 

not only able to detect aggregations, but can also capture a wide size range of fish. Big barrier fyke nets 

and small fyke nets were also used to target mature fish attempting to push into the shallows or 

marshes, and both methods also capture a broad size range of fish. A small number of carp were caught 

from these techniques. Blocking gill nets were set as a precautionary measure across any bays which 

posed a spawning risk, which included a section of Kermodes Bay, the south east corner of St Georges 

Island, the western corner of Robertsons Marsh, Silver Plains, and Kemps Bay. Small three inch nets 

were deployed in order to target juvenile carp from the 2013 cohort; however none were caught which 

is a positive sign.  
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This season there have only been two aggregations of carp observed. Both of these were associated 

with long (four to five day periods) stretches of warm, sunny, and still weather which have enabled the 

shallow margins of the lake to heat up. The first aggregation occurred in mid-October where the 

tracker fish “151.032” was located in the warm shallows of Murdoch’s Point along the northern shores 

of Lake Sorell. A 200 m four inch monofilament and multi-monofilament net was carefully waded from 

shore to shore, completely blocking this area off. The area was electro-fished with backpack shockers 

which resulted in 26 carp captured, with three caught by electrofishing, and 23 caught in gill nets, which 

also included one tagged population estimate fish. 

The second aggregation occurred in mid-December on the sandy shores of Powell’s Bay, where two 

carp were backpack shocked in close proximity to one another. As there was a high chance that more 

carp were in the area, 450 m of gill net was waded around this location and set from shore to shore, 

trapping in any remaining fish. Backpack electrofishers were used to shock the inside area of the net, 

and herd any remaining carp into the gill nets. In total, 65 carp were caught from this small area over a 

period of a few days. Three carp were caught using the electrofishers, while 62 were caught in the gill 

nets which were a combination of 4inch monofilament and trammel gill net. Two tagged population 

estimate fish were also captured, as well as one current transmitter carp which was able to be released 

unharmed. The ratio of female to male fish in this aggregation was 1.6:1, and although a proportion of 

fish had well developed gonads, there was no sign of any spawning. In addition to the carp which were 

able to be sexed, there were four carp which had not developed any gonads, and as well as four male 

carp which possessed the jelly-gonad syndrome (JGS). What was even more interesting was the broad 

size range of fish involved in this aggregation, with the smallest fish weighing 329 g and 244 mm, while 

the largest fish caught weighed 2251 g and 480 mm, which is also the largest carp caught this season. 

This event resulted in the capture of not only a large amount of fish, but some key fish which could 

potentially spawn if conditions were ideal. It is likely that these fished pushed into the warm shallows to 

feed, as the habitat was not favourable for spawning.  

These two aggregations contributed significantly to total carp captures, and highlights the significance of 

radio-tracking activities and other methods such as electrofishing in order to locate such events. Apart 

from these isolated events, fishing effort has been spread over a wide area of the lake, with carp 

captured in both deep and shallow water. An average of one to five carp were caught on a daily basis, 

with any catches of 10 or more fish in a day regarded as exceptional. Since October (the start of the 

carp season) to mid-January, there have been 551 carp caught.  
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Hatchery and Stocking – Brett Mawbey  

Stocking 

The stocking of fish to various waters around the state, ceased prior to Christmas 2015 except for one 

opportunistic stocking of rainbow trout into the Pioneer Lake on the 28 Dec. 2015. It is the policy of 

the IFS to stop stocking over the height of summer due to elevated water temperatures and lower lake 

levels. Fish welfare and the risk of mortality is the main concern. 

More stockings will commence as the weather cools in 2016. 

Stockings between 2 November 2015 and 24 February 2016 

Water Date Species Stock Number Origin Type Grams 

Brushy Lagoon 3 Nov rainbow trout domestic 10,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

Rossarden 3 Nov rainbow trout domestic 2,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

Rostrevor Lagoon 3 Nov rainbow trout domestic 2,500 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

Curries Dam 3 Nov rainbow trout domestic 10,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

Penstock Lagoon 4 Nov rainbow trout domestic 6,000 Milliebrook (HAC) triploid 138 

Mitchelsons Dam 5 Nov rainbow trout domestic 2,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

Lake Lauriston 5 Nov rainbow trout domestic 1,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

Frombergs Dam 5 Nov rainbow trout domestic 1,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

North Motton 5 Nov rainbow trout domestic 2,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

Pet Dam 5 Nov rainbow trout domestic 3,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

Four Springs Lake 6 Nov rainbow trout domestic 6,000 Milliebrook (HAC) triploid 138 

Dee Lagoon 9 Nov rainbow trout domestic 6,000 Milliebrook (HAC) triploid 138 

Big Waterhouse 11 Nov rainbow trout domestic 5,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

Little Waterhouse 11 Nov rainbow trout domestic 5,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

Blackmans Lagoon 11 Nov rainbow trout domestic 5,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

South Riana Dam 12 Nov brown trout Wild 30,000 Salmon Ponds Diploid 1 

South Riana Dam 12 Nov brown trout Wild 5,000 Salmon Ponds Diploid 1.5 

Pet Dam 14 Nov rainbow trout domestic 6,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 7 

Lake Mikany 15 Nov rainbow trout domestic 8,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 7 

Guide Dam 15 Nov rainbow trout domestic 8,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 7 

Pioneer Lake 24 Nov rainbow trout Domestic 2,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 10 

Lake Kara 3 Dec rainbow trout domestic 150 Salmon Ponds triploid 1000 

Lake Barrington 4 Dec rainbow trout domestic 8,000 Bridport (HAC) triploid 50 

Meadowbank Lake 8 Dec Atlantic salmon domestic 250 Tassal - Karanja Diploid 3000 

Lake Kara 22 Dec Atlantic salmon domestic 70 Tassal - Russell F Diploid 3000 

Lake Kara 23 Dec rainbow trout domestic 500 Milliebrook (HAC) triploid 350 

Pioneer Lake 28 Dec rainbow trout domestic 550 Bridport (HAC) triploid 60 

Taylors Dam 24 Feb rainbow trout domestic 175 Bridport (HAC triploid 800 

Taylors Dam 24 Feb 

Atlantic 

salmon domestic 125 

Tassal - Russell 

Falls Diploid 700 

Frombergs Dam  24 Feb rainbow trout domestic 175 Bridport (HAC triploid 800 

Frombergs Dam   24 Feb Atlantic salmon domestic 125 

Tassal - Russell 

Falls Diploid 700 
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Fish traps 

A new fish trap is being built on the River Derwent where it flows into Lake King William at Derwent 

Bridge. Completion is expected by the end of March. It is anticipated that large numbers of small wild 

brown trout will be caught in the trap when they undertake spawning migrations this winter. These fish 

will be used for stocking waters that have little natural recruitment and enhancement of other fisheries 

around the state. 

Elver harvest 

Elver harvest at the Trevallyn Tail Race for the 2015/16 season has been successful with the capture of 

approximately 1,700 kg. IFS commitments with Hydro Tasmania and the commercial eel fishers have 

been met for the 2015/16 season. 

The Meadowbank trap at the base of the dam, harvested very low numbers of elver due to maintenance 

on the power station limiting flow to the trap for all of the peak harvest period. A total of 200 kg of 

lamprey were captured at the trap early in the season and then released into Meadowbank Lake. 

Compliance Report - Stephen Hepworth  
 

Compliance Statistics from 1 July 2015 to 10 February 2016 
 

 3,661 angling and whitebait licences inspected. 

 122 Fisheries Infringement Notices issued for 128 offences. 

  41 Infringement notices endorsed as conditional cautions issued for 43 offences. 

 $26,873 in infringement notice fines. 

 Court fines and special penalties $6,174 

 One defendant received 6 months probation and 210 hours of Community Service. 

 Total fines from all sources $33,047 

 10 kilograms of whitebait seized. 

 9 whitebait nets seized. 

 2 graball nets seized 
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Prosecutions Matters to Date 

 Dion Lyell QUARRELL of Wynyard was convicted on 6/7/15 in the Burnie Magistrates Court of 1 

count of take whitebait when not the holder of a whitebait licence.  The defendant was fined $616 

consisting of fine and special penalty. 

 Anthony Shaun ROUGHLEY of Devonport was convicted on 3/8/15 in the Devonport Magistrates 

Court of 1 count of possess controlled fish.  The defendant was fined $400. 

 Peter Thomas ODEGAARD of Wynyard was convicted on 24/8/15 of 2 counts of threaten a public 

officer, assault a public officer, being a person in charge of a dog that chases another person, take 

whitebait without a whitebait licence, possess whitebait without a whitebait licence, failure to comply 

with a Ministerial order relating to the taking of whitebait, use net other than a landing net or seine 

net, possession of assembled rod, reel and line without an angling licence and 2 counts of breach of bail 

requirements.  The defendant was placed on a probation order for 6 months and required to 

undertake 210 hours of community service. 

 Stephen Kyle JOHNSON of Smithton was convicted in the Burnie Magistrates Court on 5/10/15 of 3 

counts of take whitebait without a whitebait licence, 3 counts of possess whitebait without a whitebait 

licence, 3 counts of failure to comply with a Ministerial order relating to the taking of whitebait and 3 

counts of use net other than a landing net or seine net.  The defendant was fined $4,158 and $78.44 in 

court costs. 

 Mark Raymond ROLAND of Devonport was convicted on 5/10/15 in the Devonport Magistrates 

Court of 1 count of possess freshwater crayfish.  The defendant received a global penalty in 

conjunction with other non-fisheries related offences. 

 Timothy Craig EVANS of New Norfolk was convicted on 9/12/15 in the Hobart Magistrates Court of 

1 count of assault, abuse or threaten an officer exercising a power or performing a function.  The 

defendant was fined $500 and $78.44 in court costs. 

 Peter James HAZELL of Westwood was convicted on 5/2/16 in the Launceston Magistrates Court of 

abuse inland Fisheries Officer, 2 counts of fail to comply with requirement of inland Fisheries Officer, 

make false or misleading statement, threaten inland Fisheries Officer, refuse to allow search.  The 

defendant was fined $500 and $78.44 in court costs. 

 Eight further complaints and summonses have been issued or are about to be issued for fisheries 

offences. 
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Magistrates Court Offence Convictions 

Prosecution Offences (Magistrates Court)  Number 

Take whitebait without a whitebait licence          5 

Possess whitebait without a whitebait licence  4 

Not complying with Ministerial order about taking fish-whitebait closed 

water 

4 

Possessing or using other than permitted net 4 

Breach of bail requirements 2 

Fail to comply with requirement of inland Fisheries Officer 2 

Threaten a Public Officer 2 

Abuse inland Fisheries Officer 1 

Assault Public Officer 1 

Assault, abuse or threaten an officer exercising a power or performing a 

function 

1 

Being the person in charge of a dog which chases a person 1 

Make false or misleading statement 1 

Possess freshwater crayfish 1 

Possessing assembled rod, reel and line without an angling licence 1 

Possession of controlled fish 1 

Refuse to allow search 1 

Threaten inland Fisheries Officer 1 

Total        33 

 

Club events, meetings and dinners 

Launch of Anglers Access Talbots Lagoon at Talbots Lagoon - December 2015 

General tourist group at Miena – January 2016 

North West Fly Fishers at Burnie and Bronte Fly Fishing School - January 2016 

Tasmanian Fly Tyers Club at Miena – February 2016 

 


