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Hot topics 

Community Infrastructure Fund grants open 

The Government recently announced the $13.9 million Community Infrastructure Fund grant program 

is now open for applications. 

This funding will allow projects that have been held back due to financial restraints come to fruition. I 

encourage all Tasmanian communities to tell us exactly what they need. 

Potential projects include community halls and other city facilities, township beautification works and 

street furniture, community parks, lands, gardens and playgrounds, recreational and sporting facilities, 

footpaths and cycle ways, walking trails and public pathways. 

The fund is open to not-for-profit organisations and local councils (including council-owned businesses) 

as well as private sector enterprises to assist with capital costs associated with the constructing or 

upgrading infrastructure that will benefit the community. 

There are two divisions of grants available:  

Minor Grants for between $10,000 and $50,000 and don’t require applicant co-contributions, and Major 

Grants for amounts exceeding $50,000 and require funding co-contributions from the applicant. 

More information and full guidelines are available at www.stategrowth.tas.gov.au/CIF from Business 

Tasmania on 1800 440 026. 

Applications close on 3 February 2017 for minor grants and 31 March 2017 for major grants. 

Contact: Rosita Gallasch 

Phone: 0417 296 603 

 

Public facilities will be considered in grants 

http://www.stategrowth.tas.gov.au/CIF
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Redfin Perch – Mersey River  

Anglers, we need your help! 

The pest fish species, Redfin perch are present in the Mersey River 

To work out how widely Redfin are spread in the Mersey River, its inflowing creeks and farm 

dams we need YOUR help. 

Over the coming months if you catch a Redfin perch in the Mersey River or its catchment, please, 

can you note: 

 the location (GPS would be great), 

 date 

 time 

 take a photo or keep the fish 

 contact our local Fisheries Officer, Paul Middleton on 0427 988 728 or email him at 

paul.middleton@ifs.tas.gov.au 

This information will help us to see what we can do about this pest. 

 
Redfin perch 

Tasmanian Inland Recreational Fishery Management Plan 2019-29 

With the Tasmanian Inland Recreational Fishery Management Plan 2008-18 (TIRFMP) due to 

expire a new plan will be produced to set out policies and management actions for the following 

10 years.  

The drafting of the new TIRFMP has commenced and we will be seeking input from anglers and 

other stakeholders.  

There will be a two-month period of public consultation after the release of the new draft plan in 

early 2017.  

mailto:paul.middleton@ifs.tas.gov.au


November 2016 

 5 

Clean up Australia 

We will again be turning up for Clean Up Australia Day. Registration are now open. We 

encourage anglers and clubs to get involved. 

For more information, visit the website at www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au. 

Carp 

With the high water levels in lakes Sorell and Crescent we have been busy dropping water out of 

the system to prevent an uncontrolled spill and the possibility of carp escaping. We have also been 

busy stopping the carp from getting into the wetlands of Lake Sorell where they like to spawn as 

the water warms up. The high water levels are working in our favour in that it is stimulating the 

carp to move making them easier to catch in traps and nets.  

Read the full update below. 

Trout Weekend 2017 photographic competition 

This competition will be launched in early December with great cash and gear prizes on offer in 

adult and junior categories. Images need to be taken in Tasmania and be trout related but they 

don’t necessarily need to contain a fish - a favourite spot, artfully placed gear, children fishing, a 

group of family and friends fishing together… the options are endless. 

Images will be showcased and the winner announced at Trout Weekend 2017 (20 & 21 May). 

Keep an eye on the IFS website for the launch of the competition. Entry is free, you can submit up 

to 6 images and the competition closes on 28 April 2017. 

Talk Wild Trout 

IFS Staff John, Neil and Brett attended Talk Wild Trout 2016 in Mansfield, Victoria on 5 

November. 

Talk Wild Trout is a yearly event held by Fisheries Victoria.  It takes a look at trout fishery 

management across the Victoria. It’s a great for us because we get to share information and 

benefit from the knowledge of others. Victoria faces many of the same environmental challenges 

as us. The big ones being changing water temperature and habitat. 

Talk Wild Trout 2016 looked at a management program being run in Victoria to assess and 

understand the current wild trout fishery. Then it is asking how this might be improved. What 

changes could be made to fisheries or riparian (riverside vegetation) management. 

The result of this program could not only improve fishing opportunities in Victoria but, by sharing 

this information, here in Tasmania too. 

For more information, please look at the Talking Wild Trout website 

For more information on the climate have a look at this 

http://www.bom.gov.au/state-of-the-climate/ 

http://www.cleanupaustraliaday.org.au/
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/fisheries/recreational-fishing/talk-wild-trout-2016-conference
http://www.bom.gov.au/state-of-the-climate/
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Inland Fisheries Service Annual Report 2015-16 

The Inland Fisheries Service Annual Report 2015-16 was tabled in parliament at the end of 

October. A copy of this report is available on our website at www.ifs.tast.gov.au. 

Anglers Access – Neil Morrow  

South Esk River 

Due to persistent wet conditions throughout spring work on the South Esk River Anglers Access 

Project has been suspended until summer 2017.  

River Leven Vegetation Project 

The Natural Connections grant application submitted by AAT to Cradle Coast NRM for further 

weed removal and streamside rehabilitation at Lee Memorial Park on the River Leven has been 

successful. This project will result in follow up weed removal and replanting with native flora to 

enhance and protect the area. 

AAT are entering into a contract with Cradle Coast NRM and can then engage contractors and 

volunteers to complete the project. 

Talbots Lagoon 

Additional traffic control signage has been installed at Talbots Lagoon. A gauging board has been 

installed on the dam outlet structure to assist with water level monitoring. 

Boat Ramps 

Pontoons removed during low lake levels have been reinstalled at Brandum Bay and Swan Bay, 

yingina/Great Lake.  

 

Anglers Access Flood Damage 

Assessments and repairs to flood damaged infrastructure have been ongoing. All but two locations 

on the Mersey River have been reopened to angling. All other river access infrastructure 

throughout the state has been inspected and repaired. 

  

  

http://www.ifs.tast.gov.au/
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Native Fish Conservation – Rob Freeman 

At Woods and Arthurs lakes, the annual 

monitoring survey for the endangered Arthurs 

paragalaxias (Paragalaxias mesotes) and the 

saddled galaxias (Galaxias tanycephalus) were 

conducted in the last week of October.   

The timing of this survey was to specifically 

locate the Arthurs paragalaxias that spawns 

during this period. While reasonably abundant 

in Arthurs Lake, this species had not been 

recorded from Woods Lake since 1995. A 

dedicated translocation program was 

commenced in 2008 with 2 470 Arthurs 

paragalaxias transferred from Arthurs Lake to Woods Lake over a five-year period. Despite annual 

monitoring during this time, the species was not found at Woods Lake until October 2014, when 

10 individuals were captured by Entura. Several broods of eggs were also found during snorkeling 

surveys in November of that year. In 2015 the IFS undertook further surveys and found 34 

individuals from two age groups. During monitoring this year 22 individuals were captured with 

possibly three age groups being recorded (see fig 1). The presence of juvenile fish indicates annual 

spawning and that the species has re-established within Woods Lake. The IFS and Hydro Tasmania 

are working together to ensure that lake levels at Woods Lake are maintained favorably for the 

spawning and egg incubation period.  

Saddled galaxias were found in good both numbers in both Arthurs and Woods lakes and in the 

range of past surveys.  

The results of the monitoring surveys indicate both species are faring well at Arthurs and Woods 

lakes.   

 

Figure 1: Length frequency for the Arthurs paragalaxias, Woods Lake October 2016. 
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Compliance - Stephen Hepworth Manager 

Compliance Statistics from 1 July 2016 to 16 Nov 2016 

 1 366 angling licences inspected 

 101 whitebait licences inspected 

 4 defendants have been convicted of 9 offences in the Magistrates Court. 

 28 Fisheries Infringement Notices issued for 29 offences. 

 14 Infringement notices endorsed as conditional cautions issued for 17 offences. 

 $7 556 in court fines and special penalties. 

 $6 437 in infringement notice fines. 

 $13 993 in fines from all sources. 

 One convicted whitebait offender served with “Notice of Disqualification” from holding 

a recreational whitebait licence for 5 years until 2021. 

Prosecutions Matters to Date 

 Matthew Barry WALL of Sheffield was convicted on 11/7/16 in the Devonport 

Magistrates Court of take whitebait without a whitebait licence, Fail to comply with a 

Ministerial order under the Inland Fisheries Act relating to the taking of whitebait and 

use net other than landing net or seine net at inland waters.  The defendant was fined 

$2 300 and court costs of $81.09. 

 Lachlan John NEWETT of Akaroa was convicted on 3/8/16 in the St. Helens Magistrates 

Court of possess assembled rod, reel and line at inland waters without licence and 2 

counts of mislead inland fisheries officer.  The defendant was fined $1600 and court 

costs of $81.09. 

 Peter Thomas ODEGAARD of Wynyard was convicted on 8/8/16 of take whitebait 

without a whitebait licence and possess whitebait without a whitebait licence. The 

defendant was fined $3 028 consisting of fine and special penalties and court costs of 

$81.09. 

 Christopher Leigh TUTHILL of Spreyton was convicted on 6/9/16 in the Devonport 

Magistrates Court of 1 count of take excess whitebait.  The defendant was fined $628 

and court costs of $81.09. 

 Nine further complaints and summonses (consisting of 51 charges against 5 defendants) 

have been issued for fisheries offences listed in the Magistrates Courts at Burnie and 

Devonport. 
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Magistrates Court Offence Convictions 

Prosecution Offences (Magistrates Court) Number 

Mislead inland Fisheries Officer 2 

Take whitebait without a whitebait licence 2 

Possess or use other than landing net or seine net at inland waters 1 

Not complying with Ministerial order about taking fish-whitebait closed water 1 

Possess assembled rod, reel and line at inland waters without licence 1 

Possess whitebait without a whitebait licence  1 

Take excess whitebait 1 

Total 9 

Infringement Notice Offence Convictions 

Infringement Notice Offences Number 

Possessing assembled rod, reel and line without an angling licence 7 

Taking acclimatised or indigenous fish without an angling licence  6 

Taking fish by means other than rod and line 2 

Fishing with more rods and lines than endorsed on licence 1 

Using bottle jar, can or similar object to indicate movement in the rod 1 

Fail to wear PFD on vessel under 6 meters while underway 11 

Fail to store safety equipment in good order 1 

Total  29 

Conditional Caution Offences 

Infringement Notice Offences Endorsed as Conditional Cautions Number 

Taking acclimatised or indigenous fish without an angling licence 7 

Not complying with Ministerial order about taking fish–whitebait closed water 3 

Possessing assembled rod, reel and line without an angling licence 2 

Taking fish with unattended set rod 1 

Using natural bait in specified waters 1 

Fail to wear PFD on vessel under 6 meters while underway 3 

Total  17 
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Carp Management Program - high water levels 

High rainfall has seen both lakes Sorell and Crescent go above full supply over the past months. In 

early October Lake Sorell went to 160mm above Full Supply Level (FSL) and Lake Crescent went 

210mm above FSL.  This placed carp management in the catastrophic level with the risk of spill and 

opening up a range of sites to carp spawning.  

We have actively worked to draw the levels back to a combined full supply level and block the 

spawning sites. At present, Wednesday 23 November, Lake Crescent was 30mm below FSL and 

Lake Sorell was 50mm above FSL. 

Recent findings are: 

 Seven carp were caught for the period 1 July to 30 September 

 91 carp have been caught from 1 October to 21 November. This has consisted of 56 

males of which 17 had watery gonads and 33 females up to 1.9kg. Of these fish 53 were 

caught in traps. Included in this total were 8 ex transmitter fish and 2 current 

transmitter fish. 

  Most of the male carp have been running ripe and the females advanced in gonad 

development.  

 Carp were detected behind the containment barriers after a push in early October.  

 Most of the fishing during October was behind the barriers to detect any breaches and 

prevent spawning. Four carp were caught behind Silver Plains, one behind Robertson’s 

and one behind Kermodes. 

 October was typically colder than normal with few days where the water temperature 

reached the required 14 degrees C for successful spawning. 

 No spawning or spent fish have been detected in Lake Sorell this season. 

 The number of carp remaining in the Lake Sorell appears to be very low. 

 40 991 carp have been removed from Lake Sorell.  

The plan going forward: 

 Manage water levels and screen outflows to contain carp to Lake Sorell. 

 Manage barriers and isolate spawning areas. 

 Trap, net and electro-fish access to spawning areas to capture as many fish as possible 

and limit spawning potential. 

 Undertake regular monitoring to detect any recruitment as early as possible.  

 If recruitment can be prevented there is likely to be very few carp remaining in Lake 

Sorell by the end of this summer. 

 The following year, 2017-18, will be needed to mop up any remaining carp and ensure 

that the eradication has been achieved.  

 It is expected that follow up work will be required at a lower level in in 2018-19 and 

this may be able to be achieved with the lake re-opened to the public. 
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Graph showing carp captures and in particular this year’s catch in red 

 

The latest carp reports can be found at: 

http://www.ifs.tas.gov.au/news/carp-quarterly-report-for-july-to-september-2016  

http://www.ifs.tas.gov.au/news/carp-management-program-annual-report-2015-16 

A 1.9kg female carp caught recently in Lake Sorell 

http://www.ifs.tas.gov.au/news/carp-quarterly-report-for-july-to-september-2016
http://www.ifs.tas.gov.au/news/carp-management-program-annual-report-2015-16
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Rainbow trout spawning run at yingina/Great Lake  

The rainbow trout spawning run in Liawenee 

Canal was monitored during September and 

October. This year a total of 587 rainbow 

trout entered the Liawenee trap.   

We placed 316 in the Zig Zags (173 females 

and 143 males). 201 were placed in the long 

channel (112 females and 90 males). This gives 

them the opportunity to use spawning areas 

where brown trout are not allowed access. 70 

males were returned to the Liawenee canal.  

The screens were pulled from the Zig Zags on 

8 October to allow the fish to drop back to 

the main water body post spawning. Water flow to the Zig Zags and long channel from the 

Liawenee canal will be maintained and monitored to ensure egg and fry welfare over the coming 

months. 

The Sandbanks fish trap knife gate was also opened on 5 October to let small numbers of rainbow 

migrate into the main river to naturally spawn. Regular checks below the weir during the season 

revealed no concentration of fish to warrant trapping. 

 

 

Rainbow trout from Liawenee spawning run 2016 
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Fish salvage  

Little Pine Lagoon stopped spilling late in October. On 31 October we salvaged 85 brown trout 

from below the dam wall. These fish were transferred to Lake Dulverton.  

Hatchery 

Around 80 000 brown trout fry have hatched at the Salmon Ponds and are going well. These small 

browns will be grown out for stocking before Christmas.  

20 000 brook trout fry were grown to 2grams at the Salmon Ponds. These fry have now been 

stocked into Lake Plimsoll on the West Coast. 

We worked with the commercial fish hatcheries to provide fish for the AAT Statewide Junior 

Angling Day. Atlantic salmon were stocked into Frombergs Dam at Ulverstone, Taylors Dam at 

Latrobe, Lake Waverly in Launceston and Bushy Park Dam. From all reports, despite trying 

conditions, the events were a success. 

Club events, meetings and dinners 

AAT Statewide Junior Angling Day – Sunday 30 October 2016 

Tasmanian Fly Fishers Club – Wednesday 2 November 2016 

Talk Wild Trout – Saturday 5 November 2016 
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Stockings between 12 October and 16 November 2016 

Water Date Species Stock No Origin Type Weight 

Pioneer Lake 12-Oct Atlantic salmon Domestic 100 Salmon Ponds Diploid 1000 

Pioneer Lake 12-Oct rainbow trout Domestic 50 Salmon Ponds Diploid 800 

Pioneer Lake 13-Oct Atlantic salmon Domestic 100 Salmon Ponds triploid 1500 

Frombergs Dam 17-Oct rainbow trout Domestic 100 Atkinson Aquaculture Diploid 500 

Taylors Dam 17-Oct rainbow trout Domestic 100 Atkinson Aquaculture Diploid 500 

Frombergs Dam 18-Oct Atlantic salmon Domestic 100 Salmon Ponds Diploid 1000 

Taylors Dam 18-Oct Atlantic salmon Domestic 100 Salmon Ponds Diploid 1000 

Blackmans Lagoon 19-Oct brown trout Wild 1,000 Salmon Ponds Diploid 200 

Lake Waverley 27-Oct Atlantic salmon Domestic 150 Salmon Ponds Diploid 1000 

Bushy Park - New Norfolk Anglers 27-Oct Atlantic salmon Domestic 100 Salmon Ponds Diploid 1000 

Lake Plimsoll  31-Oct brook trout Domestic 20,000 Salmon Ponds Diploid 2 

Lake Dulverton 31-Oct brown trout Wild 85 Little Pine salvage Diploid 1000 

Lake Dulverton 2-Nov rainbow trout Domestic 110 Snowy Range Diploid 2000 

Craigbourne Dam 4-Nov Atlantic salmon Domestic 143 Salmon Ponds Diploid 3500 

South Riana Dam 4-Nov brown trout Wild 1,300 Salmon Ponds Diploid 200 

Brushy Lagoon 8-Nov Atlantic salmon Domestic 150 Salmon Ponds Diploid 3000 

Bushy Park - New Norfolk Anglers 11-Nov Atlantic salmon Domestic 30 Salmon Ponds Diploid 3000 
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Brushy Lagoon 14-Nov Atlantic salmon Domestic 150 Petuna Aquaculture Diploid 3000 

Craigbourne Dam 14-Nov Atlantic salmon Domestic 150 Petuna Aquaculture Diploid 3000 

Lake Kara 15-Nov Atlantic salmon Domestic 150 Petuna Aquaculture Diploid 3000 

Brushy Lagoon 16-Nov Atlantic salmon Domestic 150 Petuna Aquaculture Diploid 3000 


