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Tasmanian trout fishing photo 

competition 

 

We want your best Tasmanian trout fishing photos. 

There are cash and gear prizes on offer and both adult and junior categories. 

Photos need to be taken in Tasmania and be trout related but they don’t have to contain 

a fish. A favourite fishing spot, artfully placed gear, a group of family and friends fishing 

together… the options are endless. 

Entry is free and open until Friday 28 April 2017.  

You can submit up to 6 images with maximum image size 5 MB each. 

Images will be showcased and the winner announced at Trout Weekend 2017. 

Download the Entry Form, fill it out, press the submit button, attach your photos and 

email it all to us at photos@ifs.tas.gov.au. 

 

Photo: Brad Harris 
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Hot topics 

Clarence Lagoon 

In December we had contractor’s clear vegetation along the sides of the track into Clarence Lagoon. 

The high clearance 4WD track had become overgrown. It was difficult to access the boundary of the 

Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area (TWWHA) which is also the access to the Lagoon. At 

the boundary you will find a small parking area and it is a short walk to Clarence Lagoon where you 

can fish for brook trout. 

Entry to the Clarence Lagoon track is 3.2km west of the Clarence River Bridge on the Lyell Highway. 

The last stocking of brook trout into this water was in 2012 when 5000 fry were released. We are 

looking for feedback on how the lagoon is fishing. If you do get a chance to have a go can you please 

drop us an email at infish@ifs.tas.gov.au. The length, weight or a size estimate, time spent fishing and 

a photo would be great. This will help with the future management of brook trout at Clarence 

Lagoon. 

Penstock and Little Pine lagoons – Water quality 

There have been recent comments about the water quality in Penstock and Little Pine lagoons. 

Penstock Lagoon 

Like most years, as the level in Penstock Lagoon fell during summer Hydro Tasmania (HT) began to 

release water in to Penstock Lagoon. HT started doing this in January this year. This water comes 

from yingina/Great Lake through Shannon Lagoon and down the Shannon River. Coming from 

Shannon Lagoon this water is usually quite dirty compared to the water in Penstock Lagoon. The top 

end of the lagoon became discoloured so the release was shut off. Penstock Lagoon is about to reach 

the minimum agreed level in the next couple of weeks so a release will need to restart. 

Little Pine Lagoon 

HT has maintained the Little Pine Lagoon over summer consistent with the IFS/HT Lake Level 

Agreement. Unfortunately, there has been little or no inflow and turbidity has increased. This is 

becoming a regular problem due to changes in weather patterns and limited flushing. 

Anglers Access – Neil Morrow  

Road and track upgrades 

We have completed $20k of upgrades to Woods Lake Road. Improvements to drainage, potholing, 

grading and addition of road base were completed in December 2016. This was to ensure good 

summer access for anglers to this popular water. 
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The 3.5 km road to the Large Bay boat ramp at Lake Echo has 

been graded at a cost of $4K. We continue to maintain and 

promote access to this fishery by improving the northern 

access. The work coincides with reports of good fishing and 

stable water levels at the lake.  

And, as mentioned, vegetation clearing and repair work has 

been completed on the Clarence Lagoon track. The track was 

significantly overgrown and almost impassable to 4WD 

vehicles. The entire 4km track from the Lyell Highway to the 

parking area at the TWWHA boundary has been slashed and cleared. The track is suitable for high 

clearance 4WD vehicles only.  

River Access South Esk 

Work on the South Esk Anglers Access project has started again.  It is expected to be finished ready 

for the 2017-18 fishing season.  

River Leven Vegetation Project 

A site meeting was held on 23 February this year. After this meeting a project plan for willow 

removal and replanting with native trees and shrubs will be completed. This plan will be submitted by 

AAT to Cradle Coast NRM. 

Talbots Lagoon 

A second gauging board has been installed at the Guildford Road access point. This will make it easier 

for anglers to check the water level. 
 

Anglers Access Flood Damage 

Remaining flood damage to Anglers Access infrastructure is being repaired as conditions permit. 

Repairs to fencing and bridges are complete. Repairs to damage on the Meander and Macquarie rivers 

was completed on 16 January this year. 
 

The road to Large Bay, Lake Echo 
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Native Fish Conservation – Rob Freeman 

 

During November 2016, a survey of Floods Creek and the related irrigation pond was undertaken on 

behalf of Tasmanian Irrigation. We wanted to be sure the upper section of the creek, above the fish 

barrier, and the irrigation pond was free of redfin perch and trout. It was. 

While we were there, we checked on the Swan galaxias population in Floods Creek. Unfortunately, 

we didn’t find any of these either. No Swan galaxias have been found here since 2010.  

We also did surveys in other known Swan galaxias populations. The populations at Dairy Creek and 

Dukes Rivulet were found to be in reasonable condition. However, some populations were either 

totally absent or in very low numbers. It is suspected that three populations may have been lost.  

Pest Fish – Rob Freeman 

Redfin Perch – Mersey River 

We have been investigating reports of Redfin perch in 

the Mersey River.  

Redfin perch were first found in the Mersey River 

catchment at Redwater Creek in 1998. Since this 

time, there have been a few reports from anglers 

catching or seeing perch in the Mersey River from 

Latrobe to Kimberley.  

Since 1998 we have done an estimated 20 surveys in 

the Mersey River, inflowing creeks and a number of 

farm dams. Other than the survey at Redwater Creek in 1998, and two surveys within Paramatta 

Creek during 2016 and February 2017, redfin perch have not been found. 

In mid-2015, we received a report from a commercial eel fisherman that he had found redfin perch in 

a dam on the Parramatta Creek. We did a survey of this dam and found a large population. It appears 

that Redfin Perch found in the Mersey River during the 2016 and 2017 surveys are strongly linked.  It 

is likely they have spread downstream from Parramatta Creek.  

Redfin perch 

Galaxias fontanus 
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We are not sure if the Redfin in the Mersey River are at a level where they can become established. 

The Mersey River has good numbers of the common galaxias, sandies (freshwater flathead), blackfish, 

Australian grayling and trout. These could be affected if the redfin take hold. We are now considering 

the feasibility of eradicating the Redfin source population. 

Redfin Perch – Pipers River (Karoola) 

We recently received a report of redfin perch being caught by anglers from Pipers River near 

Karoola. A survey to learn more is planned for the next few weeks. 

Gambusia  

The annual Gambusia survey of the kanamaluka/Tamar River estuary is planned for March 2017. 

Despite the large flood last year, the distribution is not expected to have changed.   

River electrofishing surveys 2017 – Tim Farrell 

D uring March this year there will be 

another round of electrofishing surveys 

of the state’s rivers. 

This year we will use the same rivers as 

last year plus the South Esk River. We 

are going to survey the old sites and 

even add some new ones on some 

rivers. This will help us get a better 

handle on the health of the brown trout 

populations. For some of the sites this 

will be their fifth year of surveying.  

With the South Esk about to have its 

Angler Access program started a first 

time survey will provide a baseline for 

assessment in future years. 

The purpose of the surveys is to gauge the health of river brown trout populations. The original 

survey in 2013 was to examine the apparent depletion of stocks because of cormorant predation. 

This year we’ll use the surveys to assess if the major flooding last year has affected the river trout 

populations. 

It is hoped that the IFS can produce “fishery health” cards for the rivers surveyed this year. These 

cards will provide a summary of trout population health for anglers to reference. 

  

Brown trout data collection during a river survey 
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Compliance - Stephen Hepworth 

Compliance Statistics from 1 July 2016 to 22 February 2017 

 2 902 angling licences inspected 

 101 whitebait licences inspected 

 Nine whitebait nets seized 

 19 freshwater crayfish nets seized 

 Four defendants have been convicted of 9 offences in the Magistrates Court. 

 53 Fisheries Infringement Notices issued for 55 offences. 

 Infringement notices endorsed as conditional cautions issued for 22 offences. 

 $7 556 in court fines and special penalties. 

 $13 025 in infringement notice fines. 

 $20 581 in fines from all sources. 

 One convicted whitebait offender served with “Notice of Disqualification” from holding a 

recreational whitebait licence for 5 years until 2021. 

 Nine further complaints and summonses (consisting of 51 charges against five defendants) 

have been issued for fisheries offences listed in the Magistrates Courts at Burnie and 

Devonport. 

Magistrates Court Offence Convictions 

Prosecution Offences (Magistrates Court) Number 

Mislead Inland Fisheries Officer 2 

Take whitebait without a whitebait licence 2 

Possess or use other than landing net or seine net at inland waters 1 

Not complying with Ministerial order about taking fish-whitebait closed water 1 

Possess assembled rod, reel and line at inland waters without licence 1 

Possess whitebait without a whitebait licence  1 

Take excess whitebait 1 

Total 9 
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Infringement Notice Offence Convictions 

Infringement Notice Offences Number 

Possessing assembled rod, reel and line without an angling licence 14 

Taking acclimatised or indigenous fish without an angling licence  15 

Taking fish by means other than rod and line 2 

Fishing with more rods and lines than endorsed on licence 1 

Using bottle jar, can or similar object to indicate movement in the rod 1 

Fail to wear PFD on vessel under 6 meters while underway 21 

Fail to store safety equipment in good order 1 

Total  55 

Conditional Caution Offences 

Infringement Notice Offences Endorsed as Conditional Cautions Number 

Taking acclimatised or indigenous fish without an angling licence 7 

Not complying with Ministerial order about taking fish–whitebait closed water 3 

Possessing assembled rod, reel and line without an angling licence 2 

Taking fish with unattended set rod 1 

Using natural bait in specified waters 1 

Fail to wear PFD on vessel under 6 meters while underway 8 

Total  22 

Carp Management Program 

Fishing between 17 November and 16 February we 

caught 311 carp in Lake Sorell. The carp were mainly 

caught in gill nets and traps set where carp were 

trying to get into the marshes. We found that fishing 

with fyke nets and off shore gill netting caught very 

few carp during this time.  

Targeted fishing inshore resulted in more fish being 

caught as the water temperature rose, peaking on 

the 26 December with 41 carp caught in a single day. 

Surveys to see if there has been any successful 

spawning found no carp. These surveys will continue 

to be conducted each month. The surveys involve intensive backpack-electrofishing in the areas 

where carp might have spawned.  

A carp from Lake Sorell 
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The number of carp we caught inshore dropped in January so we removed most of the gillnets from 

behind the barrier to allow more fishing time out in the lake. The transmitter fish also returned to 

deeper water at this time. 

The catch rate from the deeper water was much lower than the same time last year. This indicates 

that the population has been significantly reduced. 

The plan for the coming months is to continue to set gillnets using transmitter fish to help us locate 

the remaining carp.  

 

Figure 1: Total carp removed from Lake Sorell between 2011-2017 

Hatchery & Stocking – Brett Mawbey 

Rainbow Trout 

Since the beginning of the year we have been lucky enough to have 

more small rainbow trout supplied to us than normal.  

Thanks goes to Huon Aquaculture at Springfield and Mountain 

Stream Fishery at Targa.  

The rainbows have been in excellent condition and averaging 220 

grams.  

We have been able to top up rainbow populations at Four Springs Lake, Dee Lagoon, Tooms Lake, 

Lake Leake, Lake Barrington, Pet Dam, Lake Dulverton and some angling club dams.  

The stocking will continue on to winter. A small rainbow stocking is planned for Penstock Lagoon 

when the brown trout season has closed. 
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Elver Harvest 2016-17 

The 2016-17 elver harvest is almost done. 

We caught 280kg of elver from the Trevallyn 

Tail Race (harvest completed on the 22 Jan 

2017) and 1 100kg of elver have been caught 

at the Meadowbank Dam trap so far.  

The environmental stocking of Hydro 

Tasmania waters has been completed. 

Because the catch was above average from 

the Meadowbank trap, Lake Burbury, Lake 

Meadowbank, Lake Pieman, Lake Rowallan 

and South Esk River have even received their 

2017-18 allocations.   

The commercial eel fishers that requested restock for the 2016–17 seasons have received their free 

allocation of 50kg for each licence. 

Club events, meetings and dinners 

 Break O’Day Sports Angling Club – December 2016  

 North West Fly Fishers Association Christmas BBQ - 13 December 2016 

 Bronte Fly Fishing School – January 2016 

 National Irrigators Council - 20 February 2017 

 Tackle World National Conference - 20 February 2017

Elver in the Meadowbank Dam trap 

11 of 17



Stockings between 16 November 2016 and 23 February 2017 

Water Date Species Stock No Origin Type Weight (g) 

Lake Dulverton 1-Dec-16 rainbow trout Domestic 78 Petuna Aquaculture triploid 1 000 

Hiscutt Pond (Penguin) 2-Dec-16 Atlantic salmon Domestic 90 Salmon Ponds Diploid 3 000 

Hiscutt Pond (Penguin) 2-Dec-16 rainbow trout Domestic 5 Petuna Aquaculture triploid 1 000 

Dee Lagoon 6-Dec-16 rainbow trout Domestic 10 000 Salmon Ponds triploid 20 

Four Springs Lake 8-Dec-16 rainbow trout Domestic 1 200 HAC Springfield Diploid 750 

Lake Leake 14-Dec-16 rainbow trout Domestic 10 000 Salmon Ponds triploid 20 

Wigg Daren Dam 16-Dec-16 brown trout Wild 1,000 Salmon Ponds diploid 2.00 

Skirving Dam 16-Dec-16 brown trout Wild 1,500 Salmon Ponds diploid 2.00 

Radcliff Dam 16-Dec-16 brown trout Wild 1,200 Salmon Ponds diploid 2.00 

Shephard Dam 16-Dec-16 brown trout Wild 950 Salmon Ponds diploid 2.00 

Rockliff Dam 16-Dec-16 brown trout Wild 250 Salmon Ponds diploid 2.00 

Knapman Dam 16-Dec-16 brown trout Wild 750 Salmon Ponds diploid 2.00 

McKenna DAm 16-Dec-16 brown trout Wild 500 Salmon Ponds diploid 2.00 

Tooms Lake 21-Dec-16 rainbow trout Domestic 15 000 Salmon Ponds triploid 20 

Pet Reservoir 6-Jan-17 rainbow trout Domestic 2 500 Salmon Ponds triploid 40 

Frombergs Dam 9-Jan-17 Atlantic salmon Domestic 400 Salmon Ponds Diploid 500 

Taylors Dam 9-Jan-17 Atlantic salmon Domestic 400 Salmon Ponds Diploid 500 
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Water Date Species Stock No Origin Type Weight (g) 

Lake Barrington 16-Jan-17 rainbow trout Domestic 9 100 Mountain Stream Fishery Diploid/triploid 200 

Meadowbank Lake 17-Jan-17 Atlantic salmon Domestic 1 200 Tassal Russell Falls diploid 700 

Lake Leake 20-Jan-17 rainbow trout Domestic 8 000 Salmon Ponds triploid 60 

Tooms Lake 9-Feb-17 rainbow trout Domestic 4 372 Mountain Stream Fishery Diploid/triploid 220 

Four Springs Lake 10-Feb-17 rainbow trout Domestic 4 538 Mountain Stream Fishery Diploid/triploid 220 

Mitchelsons Dam 16-Feb-17 rainbow trout Domestic 800 Mountain Stream Fishery Diploid/triploid 220 

Hagley Farm School Dam 16-Feb-17 rainbow trout Domestic 100 Mountain Stream Fishery Diploid/triploid 220 
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2016-17 Inland Fisheries Service 
 Photography Competition 

 

Entry Form 
Prizes:   Adult 

• 1st Place : $500.00 
• 2nd Place: 1 x pair neoprene waders (Anchor Wetsuits) 

Junior (14 years and under) 
• 1st Place:  $150 fishing tackle voucher 

Name:  
Address:  
Suburb: State: Post Code: 
Phone: Mobile: 
Email: 

Category (tick one):   
Adult   Junior 

Title of image/s submitted: 
eg. B.Smith1234567890Penstock Lagoon.jpg 
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  
5.  
6.  
(note: limited to 6 images maximum size of 5Mb per image) 

Conditions of Entry: 
1. Images that have won prizes in prior competitions, have been used for

commercial purposes and/or been previously published will not be
eligible.

2. IFS staff, family and owners/staff of business that have sponsored
prizes are not eligible to enter.

3. Images must be taken in Tasmania.  It is not essential that images
contain a trout; they may feature trout fishing landscapes, equipment
or fishing experiences.

4. Entries must be submitted by 5pm Friday 28 April 2017.
5. By submitting an image, the entrant agrees to the conditions of this

competition.
6. All images submitted, must be the work of the person who submits the

entry.
7. Entrants can submit up to 6 images with each image being a maximum

of 5Mb.
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8. All entries must be submitted to the IFS email
account photos@ifs.tas.gov.au.

9. The file name for each photograph should be clearly labelled with the 
participant’s name, phone number and location of the image eg.
B.Smith1234567890Penstock Lagoon.jpg

10. Digital manipulation that distorts the reality of the photos will not be 
allowed. Only basic enhancements such as sharpening, contrast 
adjustment, or simple cropping will be allowed.

11. Any image submitted may be used by IFS to promote fishing in 
Tasmania.

12. Images will not be provided to other organisations.
13. No payment will be made for use of submitted images.
14. If images are used the photographer will be acknowledged.
15. Entrants must have talent releases for any person who appears in any 

photo. 

A panel of judges will determine the winning entries.  The judge’s decision is 
final and no correspondence will be entered into. 

Submitted images will be displayed at the Inland Fisheries Service event 
‘Trout Weekend’ to be held at Liawenee on 21 & 22 May 2017. 

Winners in each category will be announced by the Minister of Inland 
Fisheries at Trout Weekend 2017. 

All prizes to be taken or collected by the 30th June 2017. 

By clicking Submit you have read and agree to the terms and conditions of 
this competition. 

**Don’t forget to attach your photos to the email** 

You will need to open this PDF in Acrobat Reader for the submit button to 
work.  You can download it free here: https://get.adobe.com/reader/ 

Otherwise you can save the form once completed, and email it along with 
your photos to: photos@ifs.tas.gov.au 

For any queries, please email photos@ifs.tas.gov.au or phone 03 6165 3809. 
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