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What started as a 
transportation pilot 
program to help older 
adults living in Saratoga, 
Los Gatos, Monte Sereno, 
Cupertino and Campbell 
get to places like the 
doctor, grocery store, 
and social outings with 
ease, has exploded 
into one of Santa Clara 
County’s premiere senior 
transportation agencies in 
light of new funding.

Thanks to an 
agreement between the 
Santa Clara County Board 
of Supervisors and the 
Valley Transportation 
Authority (VTA) in the 

form of Measure B funds, 
the RYDE (Reach Your 
Destination Easily) Senior 
Transportation Program 
will now be available 
in five new San Jose zip 
codes, and one in Morgan 
Hill, allowing even more 
older adults to access 
RYDE services.

The increased funding 
will allow RYDE to expand 
its current service area 
into the following San Jose 
zip codes: 95118, 95119, 
95122, 95123, 95139, and 
one zip code in Morgan 
Hill: 95037.

“It’s gratifying to see 
a pilot project like RYDE 
prove itself and grow to 
serve more communities,” 
said Santa Clara County 
Supervisor Joe Simitian 

Citizens walking from Raymond 
J. Fisher Elementary to the 
Los Gatos Civic Center, holding 
signs and chanting during Los 
Gatos United Against Hate 
March on November 14.

Photo by Pro Bono Photo

When I learned that the 
Town of Los Gatos, with 
the support of more than 
40 local organizations 
and businesses was orga-
nizing a “United Against 
Hate” march, I didn’t 
know what to expect. But 
on November 14, 2021, 
I felt more than proud; I 
was relieved and inspired 
to be counted among the 
more than 2,000 people 
who gathered to celebrate 
love, respect, and unity in 
Los Gatos.

When my mother was 
11 years old, and my father 
14, they both escaped 
Europe shortly after 
Kristallnacht (November 
9-10, 1938). They came 
to the United States une-
scorted, navigating their 

early teen years with the 
help and support of com-
munity and previously 
unknown relatives. My 
mother eventually reunited 
with her siblings and par-
ents; my father never saw 
my grandfather again. As 
an American soldier, he 
returned to Europe and 
managed to locate his moth-
er and arrange passage for 
her to the United States. 

I understood this per-
sonal legacy of hurt and 
hate as historic. I grew 
up under the notion of 
“Never Again.” It couldn’t, 
wouldn’t ever happen 
again, not here, not any-
where. We were all better
than that. Good triumphed, 
the United States was a 
land of freedom, opportu-
nity, and equality. Every-
one mattered, every voice 
was heard. 

Until it wasn’t. 
I’d taken my freedoms 

for granted, I never felt 
constrained in my choices
of who to love, where to 

Rider Carol Milligan and driver Yoshi Kato.
Photo by Light FX Photography

in a press release. “I knew 
this program was working 
when I had people come 
up to me at my sidewalk 
office hours and share how 
the service was making a 
difference in their lives; 
now the numbers bear 
that out.” 

The service currently 

has three coordination 
hubs: one in Saratoga 
through the Saratoga 
Area Senior Coordinating 
Council, one in Cupertino 
through West Valley 
Community Services, 
and one in Morgan Hill 

http://www.sascc.org
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Outlook Disclosure:
The Saratoga Area Senior Coordinating Council is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, founded in Saratoga in 1979. The Outlook 
is our monthly publication. We are funded by a mixture of income from services, donations, and grants from community foundations and 
governmental bodies. We receive direct support from the City of Saratoga in the form of no-cost use of city facilities and cash grants. 
The Outlook is distributed monthly to every home in Saratoga and Los Gatos. Our publication, like our organization, is nonpartisan and 
strives to provide an equal voice to all in the communities we serve. While we always have the best intentions at heart, there may be rare 
instances when readers find some content disagreeable or lacking adequate context. 
The views contained herein are intended to be reflective of our community, therefore we encourage all feedback and comments from our 
readers. We take all feedback seriously and will always do our best to incorporate it into our finished product. 
To submit feedback or questions to our team, please visit sascc.org. Thank you for reading The Outlook!

Limited edition 2021 Saratoga Ornament
The first in a series of  historic landmark Saratoga buildings
Invite Saratoga history into your home this holiday season with this lovely ornament featuring a historical 
landmark, the Saratoga Methodist-Episcopal Church!

What's now a treasured Saratoga brunch restaurant, the Bell Tower Cafe, was once the Saratoga Methodist-
Episcopal Church. Originally built in 
1895, the church had a tall, iconic 
steeple added in 1903. In 1924, 
the building was sold to the artist, 
Theodore Wores, who used it as 
a gallery until 1939. It served as 
headquarters for the Red Cross and 
Civil Defense during WWII and has 
since been home to other galleries. 
In 2010, it was converted to serve as 
the charming gathering place among 
friends and visitors to the area that 
it is today.

Purchase for $15 online at 
www.sascc.org/sascc-shop. 
All proceeds benefit SASCC.

December Closures
Please take note of the following dates: 
SASCC will not be hosting virtual classes Dec. 18, 2021 - Jan. 3, 2022.

In person and virtual classes will resume Tuesday, Jan. 4, 2022. 

RYDE will be closed Dec. 24 & 31 2021, 
and Jan. 1, 2022.

Taylor 
Osterlund
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Tylor Taylor

Brandy 
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Joe
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Mary Zavala
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4   CITY MEETINGS

Stay informed - December & Early January
City of Saratoga and Town of Los Gatos Council, Commission & Committee Meetings
In-person meetings are beginning to resume, while online Zoom meetings and calling in continues to be an option for community members. 
Meeting places, Zoom links and call-in information are contained in each respective meeting agenda. Agendas are typically uploaded the Friday 

before the respective meeting. Please note, all council, commission, and committee meetings are subject to change or cancellation. 
Check the meeting links prior to each meeting or call your local town clerk for questions.

Saratoga City Clerk’s office: 408-868-1216 / Los Gatos Town Clerk’s office: 408-354-6834

Saratoga
Saratoga City Hall will be closed on Dec. 
24, Jan 1, 7, 17, and 21 

City Council & Planning Commission 
Study Session on Housing Element: Dec 14, 6 p.m.
View meeting info at www.tinyurl.com/housingelementstudysession

Library & Community Engagement Commission: 
Dec. 16, 7-9 p.m.
View agenda and meeting info at www.saratoga.ca.us/330/Library-
Commission

Heritage Preservation Commission: Jan 11, 8:30 a.m.
View agenda and meeting info at www.saratoga.ca.us/285/
Heritage-Preservation-Commission

Parks and Recreation Commission: Jan 11, 6:30-8:30 p.m.
View agenda and meeting info at www.saratoga.ca.us/364/Parks-
Recreation-Commission

Youth Commission: Jan. 11, 25, 7-10 p.m. 
View agenda and meeting info at www.saratoga.ca.us/337/Youth-
Commission

PEBTAC (Trails Advisory Committee): Jan. 18, 4-5 p.m.
View agenda and meeting info at     www.saratoga.ca.us/350/PEBTAC-
Trails-Advisory-Committee

Public Art Commission: Jan. 18, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
View agenda and meeting info at www.saratoga.ca.us/510/Public-
Art-Commission

Traffic Safety Commission Meeting: Jan 18, 6:30-9:30 p.m.
View agenda and meeting info at www.saratoga.ca.us/329/Traffic-
Safety-Commission

Los Gatos
Los Gatos Town Hall will be closed Jan. 1

Town Council Meetings:
Special Meeting, Commission Interviews: 
Dec. 14, 4:45-6:30 p.m. 
Town Council Special Meeting, Council 
appointments: Dec. 14, 7 p.m.

Town Council Regular Meeting: Dec. 21, Jan. 4, 18, 7 p.m.
View agenda and meeting info at www.losgatosca.gov/16/Town-
Council

Housing Element Advisory Board: Dec. 16, Jan. 6, 20 7-9 p.m.
View agenda and meeting info at www.losgatosca.gov/1735/
General-Plan---Housing-Element

Development Review Committee: Dec. 21, 28, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
View agenda and meeting info at www.losgatosca.gov/188/
Development-Review-Committee

General Plan Committee: Dec. 22, Jan. 12, 26, 5:30-6:45 p.m.
View agenda and meeting info at www.losgatosca.gov/199/
General-Plan-Committee

Planning Commission: Dec. 22, Jan. 12, 7-11:30 p.m. 
View agenda and meeting info at www.losgatosca.gov/189/
Planning-Commission

Council Policy Committee: Dec. 28, 5- 6:30 p.m.
View agenda and meeting info at www.losgatosca.gov/1962/Town-
Council-Policy-Committee

Finance Commission: Jan. 10, 5-6 p.m. 
View agenda and meeting info at www.losgatosca.gov/2643/
Finance-Commission

Conceptual Development Advisory Committee: 
Jan. 12, 4:30-5:30 p.m.
View agenda and meeting info at www.losgatosca.gov/200/
Conceptual-Development

Planning Commission: Jan. 12, 28, 7-11:30 p.m.
View agenda and meeting info at www.losgatosca.gov/189/
Planning-Commission

Complete Streets and Transportation Commission: 
Jan. 13, 7:30 a.m. 
View agenda and meeting info at www.losgatosca.gov/2555/
Complete-Streets-Transportation-Commissi

Historic Preservation Committee: Jan. 26, 3-4:30 p.m.
View agenda and meeting info at www.losgatosca.gov/190/
Historic-Preservation

Find Stories Like Yours
Veterans and their loved ones talk about their 

experiences, challenges, and recovery.

YOUR MESSAGE WILL BE SENT 
DIRECTLY TO 31,000 HOMES 

IN SARATOGA, LOS GATOS AND 
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES!

Non-profit organizations will 
receive a 20% discount on any 

chosen package.

For more information, please call 
or email Raj Kaur at 408-868-1254 

or raj@sascc.org.
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Nearly 20,000 rides given to older adults 
since inception of RYDE in 2017

Saratoga community member Lois Gragnola makes generous gift to 
address food insecurity among community college students

here in my own backyard.”
According to the Cal-

ifornia Community Col-
lege #RealCollege Survey, 
nearly 50% of community 
college students are food 
insecure, which is defined 
as “the limited or uncertain 
availability of nutritionally 
adequate and safe food, or 
the ability to acquire such 
food in a socially accept-
able manner.” Recogniz-
ing the link between food 
security and positive ed-
ucational outcomes, hun-
dreds of food pantries are 
opening on college cam-
puses around the nation.   

West Valley College 
President Stephanie 

Kashima says, “Lois’s 
generous gift helps us 
further our mission of 
recognizing the whole 
student. When our 
students are food insecure, 
it directly impacts student 
outcomes. Creating a 
food pantry on campus 
is one way we can help 
reduce the barriers to 
student success that exist 
beyond the classroom.” 
Throughout the Covid-19 
pandemic, West Valley 
College saw a sharp 
uptick in the number of 
requests it received from 
students needing support 
to meet their basic needs. 
In addition to grocery 

West Valley College Receives Founding Gift 
to Establish New Food Pantry

By Melissa Johns,
West Valley-Mission Foun-
dation Executive Director 
of Advancement

Long-time Saratoga 
resident, Lois Gragnola, 
recently donated $10,000 
to help establish a new 
food pantry at West 
Valley College. The food 
pantry, which is under 
construction, will open in 
Spring 2022 when West 
Valley College officially 
welcomes its students 
back to campus. The result 
of a partnership between 
Second Harvest Food Bank 

and West Valley College, 
the new food pantry will 
offer food free-of-charge 
to any student in need. 
The food pantry will also 
serve the local community.

Gragnola made the 
donation after years 
of wondering how to 
help families in need. 
Gragnola shares, “After 
learning about how 
students, including some 
who have children of 
their own, struggle with 
homelessness and hunger, 
I was anxious to help West 
Valley College start this 
new food pantry. This 
was something I could do 
to support families right 

distribution days, West 
Valley College also runs 
several programs through 
its Office of Student Needs.  

Members of the 
community will be 
welcome to celebrate the 
grand opening of the food 
pantry in March 2022. 
For more information 
on supporting the West 
Valley College food 
pantry, please contact 
Melissa Johns, Executive 
Director of Advancement 
at the West Valley-Mission 
Foundation at 408-741-
2165.

through the City of Morgan 
Hill Senior Center. The 
new funding will allow 
RYDE to establish a new 
coordination hub in San 
Jose with partnership from 
the County Department of 
Aging and Adult Services' 
Senior Nutrition Program.

According to RYDE 
Program Manager Joe 
Maddox, at least 19,400 
adults ages 65 and older 
live in the new San 
Jose zip codes, making 
them eligible for RYDE’s 
services.

“The need for RYDE 
in the West San Jose area 
is high,” Maddox said. 
“There aren’t many public 
transportation options 
available that are actually 
accessible to older adults, 
so we’re grateful for the 
support from the county 
and VTA to be able to 
serve this new area.”

The West Valley of 
Santa Clara County is 
considered a "transit 
desert," or a geographical 
area with very limited 
access to public transit. 

Bus lines have 
dwindled in recent years, 
and even existing ones are 
challenging to get to from 

continued from
RYDE pg. 1

certain neighborhoods. 
And while aging can be 
a beautiful experience, 
it can also present 
mobility challenges, 
creating hardship for folks 
eager to maintain their 
independence. 

“If RYDE wasn’t an 
option I would have to 
take the bus, but that is 
difficult for me because 
the bus stop is far away 
from where I live, and I live 
independently,” said RYDE 
client Hema Padwekar.

In a day and age where 
an Uber driver is available 
with a few clicks on a 
touchscreen, it would seem 
that senior transportation 
would be a breeze. But 
RYDE differentiates itself 
through ease of use for 
older adults, low costs, 
familiarity, and referrals 
to social service providers 
in the RYDE network.

Clients of RYDE can 
simply pick up the phone, 
dial their local coordinator 
or send them an email, and 
schedule a ride anywhere 
within RYDE’s service 
area, at a far discounted 
rate than other local senior 
transportation options. 

“Part of what makes 
RYDE unique is our 
funding model,” Maddox 
said. “Through the funding 

we receive from the cities 
we serve, the county, state, 
and federal governments, 
we’re able to offer 
subsidized pricing to 
those who qualify, making 
rides as inexpensive as 90 
cents for some clients.”

One RYDE client who 
had to quit driving in 
2017 said that she used 
a private driver, Uber, or 
Lyft to get around before 
RYDE became an option. 
These options eventually 
became unsustainable, 
and are inaccessible for 
many older adults.

“If RYDE was no longer 
an option, I’d have a real 
problem because there’s 
no transportation,” RYDE 
client Carol Milligan said. 
“I would have to resort to 
the independent driver, 
or use Uber or Lyft which 
would be very expensive, 
and I wouldn’t be able 
to use it as often as I do 
RYDE.” 

With Uber and its 
related program, GoGo 
Grandparent, which is 
designed to allow folks 
to call a phone line which 
then orders an Uber for 
them, a rider may get a 
different driver each time 
they have a ride. 

With RYDE, clients 
have the ability to develop 

relationships with their 
drivers, as it's often the 
same ones giving them 
rides week by week.

Another unique feature 
of RYDE is that its paid 
and volunteer drivers are 
well-versed in identifying 
challenges that can arise 
as people age, and can 
provide resources for its 
clients to manage those 
challenges.

“Our drivers are 
trained to spot things 
like food insecurity, 
elder abuse, and mental 
decline,” RYDE Program 
Co-Founder Tylor Taylor 
said. “And because RYDE 
is administered through 
nonprofit and public 
service providers, drivers 
can provide referral 
services to clients that 
can help them deal with 
any challenges they’re 
experiencing. This can be 
life-changing, and even 
life-saving.”

“RYDE has allowed me 
at the age of 80 to continue 
doing everything I was 
doing at 79 and younger,” 
Milligan said.

In the wake of the 
pandemic, when Shelter-
in-Place orders prevented 
older adults from accessing 
their communities, RYDE 
shifted its operations to 

provide delivery of meals, 
groceries, and essential 
items to its clients. It also 
provided trips to medical 
and vaccine appointments. 

From 2017-2020, RYDE 
had given about 10,000 
rides to seniors in the West 
Valley. As needs increased 
during the pandemic, and 
as the program’s service 
area expanded to San Jose 
and Morgan Hill, RYDE 
increased its total amount 
of rides and deliveries to 
around 19,800 as of mid-
December 2021.

In line with Santa 
Clara County’s initiatives 
to be an Age Friendly 
county, transportation 
options for people of all 
ages and ability levels 
are essential. RYDE has 
proven to be an innovative 
model that removes 
transportation barriers, 
making it easier for local 
seniors to successfully age 
in place, get connected 
to additional support 
services, and engage more 
fully with the communities 
they call home.

To learn more about 
the RYDE Program, visit 
www.rydescc.org or call 
Joe Maddox at (408) 892-
9739.



6        NEWS BRIEFS

News Briefs are newsy bits of important information like events, council and commission decisions, new initiatives, local happenings, etc., shared 
with the goal of keeping residents of Saratoga and Los Gatos informed of what’s happening in their communities. Have a News Brief you’d like to 
submit? Share it with us at outlook@sascc.org. All briefs are subject to editing for clarity and style.

Saratoga 
Saratoga selects New Mayor and Vice Mayor
At the Saratoga City Council Reorganization on December 1, the council selected Tina Walia to serve as Mayor and Kookie Fitzsimmons to serve 
as Vice Mayor for the next year. Council Member Yan Zhao was also thanked for her service as Mayor over the past year. To learn more about 
your City Council and how to contact them, visit www.saratoga.ca.us/241/City-Council. 

Update on the Saratoga Housing Element
The Saratoga Planning Commission held a series of four community meetings on the Housing Element Update, seeking ideas and input from 
community members. Each meeting had a different focus to help the Planning Commission shape their recommendation to the city council. 
The first two meetings on October 27 and November 9 focused on identifying opportunity sites and policies to meet the city’s Regional Housing 
Needs Allocation (RHNA) numbers. The third meeting on November 22 recapped ideas shared at the first two sessions, called for more ideas, 
the planning commission identified pros and cons of all the opportunity sites, and discussed policy ideas. During the fourth meeting on 
December 7, the planning commission prioritized opportunity sites and policies to those that are most preferred, which was used to formulate 
a recommendation to the Saratoga City Council. 
On December 14, the city council and planning commission held a study session to review the commission’s recommendations. 
You can view agendas, videos, and resources from these meetings at www.saratoga.ca.us/499/Housing-Element-Update.

Help keep Quarry Park beautiful through “Let’s Work” program
The Parks and Recreation Commission's “Let's Work” program helps beautify and maintain the trails at Quarry Park. The volunteer group 
meets the second Saturday from November through April, weather permitting. Visit www.saratoga.ca.us/volunteer to submit a Let's Work 
Volunteer Interest Form by the Wednesday before a Let's Work Event on a Saturday. Confirmed volunteers should meet in the Quarry Park 
parking lot and bring gloves, water, and sunscreen. Please wear closed-toed shoes and long sleeves.

Los Gatos
Los Gatos selects new Mayor and Vice Mayor
At a special meeting on December 14, the Town of Los Gatos selected a new mayor and vice mayor. Details of who was selected were unavailable 
by press time. Visit www.losgatosca.gov/16/Town-Council to learn more.

Town shares how 2040 General Plan will reduce traffic impacts
Is the 2040 General Plan going to fix traffic in Los Gatos? The town states there is no one thing that will get rid of traffic, but the Draft 2040 
General Plan contains many policies to reduce its impacts including (but not limited to):
Policy LU-11.2: Enhance the working environment and reduce traffic impacts by promoting small retail areas and restaurants to serve employees 
in Office Professional, Service Commercial, or Light Industrial designations.
Policy MOB-7.3: Make effective use of the traffic-carrying ability of Los Gatos’s arterials and collectors while providing multimodal support for 
users of all ages and abilities.
Goal MOB-9: Mitigate the impact of cut-through traffic, with the objective of making it easy for residents to move throughout Town while 
ensuring Los Gatos remains a welcoming place for visitors.
Policy MOB-9.5: Support efforts to keep regional traffic on regional roadways, such as SR 85 and SR 17, prioritizing opportunities for increased 
transit and greater roadway efficiency, over expanding roadway capacity.
Goal MOB-10: Prevent and mitigate transportation impacts from new development.
There is still time to share your thoughts on the Draft 2040 General Plan! Visit www.LosGatos2040.com.

Town grants two community-based organizations $25,000 each 
At its December 7 meeting, the Los Gatos Town Council voted unanimously to approve 
amendments to the agreements with West Valley Community Services and Live Oak 
Senior Nutrition for additional $25,000 American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) grants for a 
total of $50,000. 
Cupertino-based West Valley Community Services (WVCS) provides a continuum of 
basic needs, including an in-house and mobile food pantry, homeless support, affordable 
housing, emergency financial assistance, family support, referrals, education, and case management to homeless and low-income individuals 
and families in Los Gatos, Saratoga, Cupertino, Saratoga, Monte Sereno, and West San Jose. Visit www.wvcommunityservices.org to learn more.
Los Gatos-based Live Oak Senior Nutrition Services provides hot lunches, fellowship, referral and support services in a social setting to adults 
over the age of 60. Visit www.lgumc.org/live-oak-senior-nutrition-center to learn more.

Santa Clara County
Master Plan on Aging Town Hall on Housing and Caregiving
The aging and disability communities gathered on November 10 with state and local elected officials to hear about our progress toward 
creating a more equitable and livable community. This was an opportunity to impact how Santa Clara County experiences aging and focused 
on caregiving and housing, two of the goals of the California Master Plan on Aging. This virtual town hall was sponsored by Aging Services 
Collaborative with a grant from the SCAN foundation. Visit the Seniors’ Agenda website at www.tinyurl.com/santaclaracountyseniorsagenda 
to view the Zoom recording and download a copy of the presentation. 

LGBTQ+ Older Adult Town Hall on 50+ survey results and resources
The LGBTQ+ Older Adults in Santa Clara County survey results were shared in a Town Hall on November 17. 
Dr. Karen Goldsen shared findings from the recent survey and recommendations on how this new data could 
be used to improve programs, policies, and resources to support LGBTQ+ older adults in our county. Local 
community members shared experiences that highlighted the survey findings.
The final report is now available, as well as the Town Hall recording. Follow the links below to access these 
materials:
Final Report: www.tinyurl.com/scclgbtqsurveyfinalreport
Executive Summary: www.tinyurl.com/scclgbtqsurveysummary
Town Hall Recording: www.tinyurl.com/scclgbtqtownhallrecording
LGBTQ+ Older Adult Lived Experiences Video: www.tinyurl.com/scclgbtqlivedexperiences
Complete the brief interest form at www.surveymonkey.com/r/SCCLGBTQOlderAdult if you would like to stay 
updated on the project or to be considered to join the Action Taskforce to help develop next steps.

News briefs

mailto:outlook@sascc.org
http://www.saratoga.ca.us/241/City-Council
http://www.saratoga.ca.us/499/Housing-Element-Update
http://www.saratoga.ca.us/volunteer
http://www.losgatosca.gov/16/Town-Council
http://www.LosGatos2040.com
http://www.wvcommunityservices.org
http://www.lgumc.org/live-oak-senior-nutrition-center
http://www.tinyurl.com/scclgbtqsurveyfinalreport
http://www.tinyurl.com/scclgbtqsurveysummary
http://www.tinyurl.com/scclgbtqtownhallrecording
http://www.tinyurl.com/scclgbtqlivedexperiences
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SCCLGBTQOlderAdult
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Local employment opportunities

Now hiring Affordable Treasures Superstars! 
Anyone interested must able to work a minimum 

of 3 shifts per week, including a weekend day. 
Creativity and organizational skills are a plus.

Competitive pay + other benefits for FT employees!

All inquiries please email:
Katie@affordabletreasures.com

Volunteers 
Urgently 

Needed

We have new and
existing food distribution 
locations that are critically 

short on volunteers.
We need your help — 
or we'll have to cancel 
certain distributions. 
Clients who struggle to 
pay for food often do 
not have easy access to 
transportation and may 
not be able to travel to 

alternative locations.

Please help us fill these 
shifts! To sign up,

please visit:
www.shfb .org/give-
h e l p / v o l u n t e e r /
volunteer-urgent/

Title Nine is seeking enthusiastic individuals 
to work in our Los Gatos retail store. 

If you're passionate about women's sports 
and fitness, let's connect! 

All inquiries please email: 
losgatos@titlenine.com

Volunteer Drivers 
Needed

Do you have some time
to help people in need?

The RYDE Transportation 
Program needs volunteer 
drivers to help take older 
adults to appointments 
and other places. It's as 
easy as doing just 1-2 

rides per week.
Contact Joe at 

Joe@sascc.org for 
more details.

    Tea on the Avenue 
is Hiring!

To apply, please email your resume to: 
info@casablancateas.com

We are currently 
looking or a Tea 
Barista/Server 

to work Wed. - Sun.
11:00am-4:30pm

Full Time/Part Time

Lifeguards Needed
Calling all Certified Lifeguards and/or Swim Instructors 
interested in sharing the joy of water sports in Los Gatos!  
Jewish Silicon Valley/APJCC Los Gatos has immediate 
openings for full and part-time certified Lead 

Lifeguards, Lifeguards and Swim Instructors.  
Apply online at https://apjcc.org/jobs/ or call the 
Aquatics Department at 408.357.7537.  All positions 
receive a complimentary fitness center membership 
and full-time positions also receive medical benefits.

Saratoga Adult 
Day Center

Caregivers needed, 3 
positions available

Some primary 
duties include:

Basic caregiving duties, 
conducting activties, 

creating a happy, social 
enviroment. 

To further inquire or 
apply, please contact Raj 

Kaur at raj@sascc.org.

mailto:Katie@affordabletreasures.com
http://www.shfb.org/give-help/volunteer/volunteer-urgent/
http://www.shfb.org/give-help/volunteer/volunteer-urgent/
http://www.shfb.org/give-help/volunteer/volunteer-urgent/
mailto:losgatos%40titlenine.com?subject=
mailto:raj@sascc.org
mailto:info@casablancateas.com
https://apjcc.org/jobs/
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SASCC 2021 Recap
SASCC member Renee Paquier (left) and SASCC Operations Manager Raj 
Kaur (right) continued to work with the Los Gatos Live Oak Senior Nutrition 
Program in 2021, helping deliver over 1,500 meals to isolated older adults.

In April 2021, SASCC's The Outlook 
expanded its reach to every residential 
address in the Town of Los Gatos. The 
Outlook is now delivered to every 
household in Saratoga and Los Gatos, 
in addition to over 500 residences in 
Campbell, Cupertino, and San Jose. Over 
31,000 read the Outlook monthly!

SASCC also held it's very first 
virtual event in April 2021. 
SASCC Walks was created 
to help raise funds to aide 
the Saratoga Senior Center 
in following its mission and 
continue serving older adults 
in the West Valley area. 

To the left you have Marketing Manager 
Brandy Maddox and RYDE Program 
Manager Joe Maddox taking a selfie in 
their SASCC Walks t-shirts and walking 
in support of SASCC Walks. 

SASCC Walks returns in 2022!

SASCC's Executive Director Tylor Taylor hosted a series of virtual 
SASCC Talks, giving community members a chance to interact with 
prominent community leaders and ask them questions.

Our most recent Talks was with Santa Clara County Supervisor Joe 
Simitian. The recap will be available soon on our website to members 
who were unable to make it to the live event. 

SASCC Talks starts up again in 2022!

SASCC's Rajvir Kaur and Operations Coordinator, Taylor Osterlund delivered 
donations to Next Door Solutions to Domestic Violence and Resource Area for 
Teaching (RAFT). 

Next Door Solutions to Domestic Violence is a local non-profit dedicated to 
providing comprehensive and compassionate solutions to domestic violence 
(DV). RAFT is a nonprofit that aims to transform teaching through the use of 
engaging hands-on educational activities that inspire the joy of learning in 
students.

In Fall of 2021, SASCC collarborated with the 
Saratoga Chamber of Commerce to promote the 
city's annual scarecrow contest. Since the COVID 
pandemic, the scarecrow contest has grown 
tremendously and now entire families can join in 

the competition to compete for the best scarecrow categories. 

SASCC also helped the Santa Clara County 
Office of LGBTQ Affairs plan and promote its 
survey, focusing on how the county can improve 
services for older adults 50+ in the community. 

Through all of the survey committee's 
promotional efforts, including promotion 
efforts in the Outlook, over 3,200 older adults 
took the survey!

The Saratoga Adult Care Center  
continues to provide remote 
services to its participants. In 
addition to having exercise 
classes and Bingo over Zoom, 
ACC participants receive meals 
two times a week, and an extra 
holiday treat every holiday.

In August 2021, the Town of Los 
Gatos allocated $500,000 towards 
improving senior services in the Town.  
In September, the Town Council and 
the Senior Service Committee granted 
$71,500 to SASCC to help develop 
senior service, the remaining funds 
going to Los Gatos-Saratoga Recreation 

and KCat Public Media. 
SASCC is currently working with the Town to implement a 
community assessment survey for older adults in Los Gatos, 
as well as planning a community wide health fair, a series of 
drive-thru fairs, and increasing support for the Outlook. 

SASCC is part of the Santa Clara 
County Digital Inclusion Workgroup, 
which sought to bridge the Digital 
Divide through helping older adults 
get connected to the internet and 
navigate their digital devices. 
Empowering older adults to do things 
like stay connected to their friends 
and families, utilize Telehealth for 
medical appointments, participate in 
online banking, look up directions, and the like, ensures our community is 
truly Age-Friendly.
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HOW YOUR SUPPORT
HELPS SASCC...
Financial contributions are crucial to our ability to make
an impact within our Age Friendly community. Here are
some examples of what your support enables us to do!

Every week, we host a variety of classes and programs that improve the
physical, mental, and emotional health of seniors through exercise,
yoga, social and cultural groups, reading, writing, crafting, and more.

Through our quarterly Drive-Thru Senior Resource fairs, our virtual walk-a-
thon, SASCC Walks, and our annual Health Fair, we provide opportunities for
the whole community to come together and gain resources and information
from our partner organizations that can improve their health and safety.

Through funds donated to our Adult Day Program, we deliver
nutritious meals twice weekly to less-independent, homebound
seniors who are experiencing dementia or other illnesses. This reduces
risk of senior malnutrition and offers respite to their caregivers.

As a Senior Coordinating Council, we coordinate services between our
partner organizations to improve the overall wellbeing of all members
of the community, including for those experiencing food insecurity, risk
of homelessness, elder abuse or domestic violence, and much more.

WE CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOU!

DELIVER MEALS TO SENIORS IN NEED

HOST COMMUNITY HEALTH AND
SAFETY-CENTERED EVENTS

IMPROVE SENIOR PHYSICAL AND
MENTAL HEALTH

COORDINATE AND CONNECT
SERVICE PROVIDERS

Our Outlook Newspaper is delivered to over 31,000 homes in the 
 Saratoga and Los Gatos areas, offering a source of local news and
resources that people can hold in their hands, as many folks aren't on
the internet or are uncomfortable navigating digital devices. 

SASCC would not be able to offer the services we do without support from
our generous community. Every dollar counts!

SHARE RESOURCES AND NEWS WITH
THOSE WHO AREN'T ONLINE

To make a tax-deductible donation, visit
www.sascc.org/donate

OR
make checks payable to "SASCC," and mail to

PO Box 3033 Saratoga CA 95070



Staying safe this holiday season
By the Santa Clara County Sheriff’s Department

The holiday season is here! As we look back at a rather unusual year for all of us, we were glad to get back into the community and participate 
in several events. Here are just a few photos to wrap up the year, plus some tips to keep you and your families safe during the holidays.

Deputy Bischoff (pictured left) participated in the City of Saratoga’s drive-through Public Safety fair. Members 
of the community spoke with deputies, firefighters, and members of the city staff about any questions or concerns 
they had. 

Deputy Edwards (pictured right) participated in several Neighborhood 
Watch meetings, including this one in the Town of Los Altos Hills, where he 
discussed the importance of crime prevention, including mail theft.  

• Some of the tips included: 
• Pick up mail promptly after delivery. 
• Never leave mail in the mailbox overnight.  
• Drop off outgoing mail directly at the post office when possible.  
• Utilize a mailbox with a lock. 
• Install security cameras 
• And place a hold on mail when going out of town.

With stolen mail comes the increased risk of identity theft. Thieves are looking for personal information in that stolen mail, such as your 
name, social security number and financial and service account numbers. Thieves can use this information to open up fraudulent credit cards 
to make purchases. 

With more online presence during the holidays, there is an increased risk of phishing scams. Please remember, protect your personal 
information, click with caution, and do not readily trust or send money to anyone without doing some research and verification first. When in 
doubt, give us a call. 

Traffic Deputies Biscardi and Renteria (pictured left)  
participated in a Stop AAPI Hate Rally in Cupertino.  

During the Covid-19 Pandemic, crimes against Asian 
American and Pacific Islanders rose. Deputies attended these 
rallies in order to bring awareness to the issue and provide a 
safe environment for everyone involved. 

Deputy Bond (pictured right) attended a movie night in the 
City of Saratoga. Deputies interacted with community members 
by handing out stickers, hats, and crime prevention information. 

Cpt. Urena and deputies continued the Coffee with a Cop series to give members 
of the community an opportunity to talk to deputies over a cup of coffee in Cupertino 
and Saratoga.  

Another thing to keep in mind this holiday season is that a large percentage of 
residential burglaries occur when victims are out of town. Remember to secure your 
home, activate home alarm and surveillance systems, and lock all windows and doors. 
You can always have a trusted neighbor keep an eye on your house and let them know 
they can report any suspicious activity. 

If leaving town for the holidays, keep your travel plans offline, do not post on social 
media, and consider submitting a patrol check request to our office at www.sccgov.
org/sites/sheriff.  

Lastly, we have seen an increase in catalytic converter thefts all over California. 
Please remember to park cars in a garage if possible, consider how the car is parked to restrict access to the area underneath the vehicle, and 
park in a well-lit, high-visibility and trafficked area or in an area covered by surveillance cameras. You may also want to consider installing an 
anti-theft device on your catalytic converter.

Thank you for your continued help and support. We wish everyone a happy, and safe holiday season.   
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Assisted Living & Memory Support 
Holiday Offer & Open House!

Tour our beautiful Assisted Living and Memory Support apartment homes 
at Saratoga Retirement Community and learn more about the peace of 
mind our tailored, supportive services provide.

November 13 & 20, December 4 & 18
from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm

RSVP today!
Call 408-647-8802

Move into a studio apartment by January 31st 
and get your third month free!

14500 Fruitvale Ave.  •  Saratoga, CA 95070

• Private, light-filled apartment homes
• Weekly housekeeping
• Scheduled transportation to appointments
• Three delicious meals served daily
• Certified caregivers on duty 24/7
• Social, education, and recreational programs
• Access to on-site Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation

A not-for-profit organization. • An IOOF Community. • An equal housing opportunity. 

COA#: 211 • RCFE#: 435201057 • SNF#: 220000416
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A Saratoga Shangri-la Savannah-Chanelle Vineyards
The beautiful, idyllic, mystical paradise on earth that is Savannah-Chanelle Vineyards

Mike and Kellie Ballard 
invite you to experience 
S a v a n n a h - C h a n e l l e 
Vineyards (SCV), a jewel 
in our own neighborhood. 
Only a few minutes drive 
up from Saratoga along 
Big Basin Way, one can 
in a single moment, look 
below to a rare, high 
elevation view of the Santa 
Clara Valley and above to 
a redwood-packed, steep 
mountain view rising 
3,000 feet above the 
grounds. 

The property was 
originally homesteaded 
in the early 1890’s by the 
French immigrant Pourroy 
family. Famously known 
through the eighties as 
Congress Springs Winery, 

Mike and Kellie purchased 
it in 1996, and renamed 
it Savannah-Chanelle 
Vineyards after their two 
young daughters.

Century old blocks of 
unique grape varietals 
continue to grow there 
today. Head-pruned, dry-
farmed Zinfandel planted 
in 1910 is still produced 
on the property. 

The Cabernet Franc 
block, which was planted 
in 1920, is the oldest 
growing Cab Franc 
outside of the French 
regions of Bordeaux or 
the Loire Valley. It is very 
unusual for this varietal to 
be produced on its own, 
as most Cabernet Franc is 
found as a component of a 
Bordeaux blend. 

The unique Estate 
Chardonnay clone is one 

of only seven blocks in 
all of California. Planted 
from original cuttings 
that the world-famous, 
early pioneer of California 
viticulture, Paul Masson, 
took at the dawn of the 
twentieth century, this 
plant material came from 
Burgundy’s world famous 
Corton Charlemagne 
Vineyard. Just a few 
years later, phylloxera, an 
insect pest that attacks 
the roots of grapevines, 
wiped out the original 
vineyard and Masson had 
inadvertently managed to 
preserve the only example 
of pre-phylloxera Corton 
Charlemagne anywhere in 
the world.

Visitors from all over 
also come to taste SCV’s 
dynamic and popular pinot 
noirs. Stop and spend 
some time in the historic 
barn’s tasting room and 
patio before heading up 
to the magnificent villa 
grounds. There are plenty 
of picnic tables and lawn 
chairs where you can 
bring your own food for 
a gathering with friends 
and family. Members and 
guests can listen and 
dance to live music all 
summer long. A wonderful 
range of talented classic 
rock and popular dance 
music bands perform on 
Saturday nights. Sunday 
afternoons are host to 
a Jazz Series that can 

hold its own anywhere 
in the world. Check out 
the winery’s website for 
details of the upcoming 
Winter Music Series.

Lovers of pinot noir, 
vintage wines, beautiful 
blends, zinfandel, and 
other estate wines may 
delight in SVC’s wine 
club. In addition to 
quarterly shipments and 
complimentary tastings, 
the three club options 
include free access to the 
villa grounds, summer 
concert tickets, special 
events, discounted tours, 
and much more.  

The Ballards have made 

their vineyard a warm and 
welcoming place to savor 
delicious wines, gather 
with friends and to make 
new ones. You may want 
to skip the long traffic-y 
drive to Napa Valley 
when Savannah-Chanelle 
Vineyards is a gem right 
here in our own backyard.

The winery is located at 
23600 Congress Springs 
Rd. Hours are 12-5 p.m. 
Monday-Saturday, and 
12-4 p.m. on Sunday. Visit 
www.savannahchanelle.
com to learn more. 

 

By Sophie Weinzimmer

The grounds at Savannah-Chanelle Vineyards feature a fountain 
overlooking the grapevines.      Photo by Bernard Weinzimmer

The cozy tasting room at Savannah-Chanelle Vineyards. 
Photo by Bernard Weinzimmer

In 1910 an Interurban trolley car is headed toward Los Gatos along Saratoga -Los 
Gatos Rd. The Interurban was a privately held trolley company which provided 
service in the greater San Jose area from 1903-1933. 

It was replaced by the Peerless Stages bus service which evolved into the county 
transit lines. To the left of the trolley car is the Methodist Episcopal church built in 
1896. Today it is the Bell Tower Cafe.

Photo courtesy of the Saratoga Historical Foundation

Memories of times past: 
Interurban trolley by the Methodist Episcopal Church

Mariotti's Wall on College Avenue at East Main Street
This brick wall is all that remains of the Los Gatos Hotel, which burned in 1968. Luigi Mariotti, 
who bought the hotel in 1904, commissioned an Italian stonemason to build the wall in 1910.

Photo courtesy of the Town of Los Gatos

Have a historical photo and story you'd like to share? 
Send it to us at outlook@sascc.org.
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Town assumes stewardship of the Los Gatos Theatre

Personal reflection on the Los Gatos United Against Hate march

live, how to worship. I was 
naïve enough to believe 
that everyone enjoyed 
the liberty to pursue their 
personal happiness with-
out any threat to their 
well-being, as I have. 
Growing up, I believed 
that the only limitations 
to achieving my goals 
were self-imposed.

I wish I still believed that. 
In the last few years 

I’ve watched protests and 
vitriol tear us apart. I’ve 
seen torches held high, 
and heard chants of “Jews 
will not replace us.” Who 
am I replacing? And why? 
I’ve seen swastikas and 
read about mass murders. 
I’ve listened to hate-filled 
speech. I’ve watched video 
after video of senseless 
killings, of brutalities 
and atrocities committed 
against people of color. 
Or of non-conforming 
sexual identification. 
Or both. Or neither. All 
of the above and none 
of the above. As long as 
there was disagreement, 
there was loss of dignity, 
respect, and decency. 
In kindergarten we’re 
taught to “use your 
words.” But the words 

continued from
HOPE pg. 1

I was hearing were as 
bad as any action I was 
seeing. Slurs, epitaphs, 
dehumanizing our fellow 
human beings became the 
new normal. No disgusting 
behavior off limits. No 
truth unchallenged. 

I started asking myself 
questions I never thought 
I’d ask. Like, how did my 
grandparents know when 
it was time to let their 
kids leave? How come 
so many didn’t? Would 
I know when that time 
had come? How much is 
too much? Is the writing 
on the wall, or am I being 
hysterical? 

And worst of all, where 
could I go?

But maybe those are 
the wrong questions. 
Maybe the right questions 
are, what can I do to stop 
this? What can be done 
to prevent this hate from 
spreading and winning? 
How do I stay where I 
am and fight for the right 
to live my life, and let 
everyone else live theirs 
in peace and safety? How 
do I learn to treat others 
the way I want to be 
treated, so as a group we 
all win. 

What could the citizens 
in Germany have done in 
1938 to prevent what be-

came inevitable?
On November 14, 

2021, the citizens 
of Los Gatos, along 
with many others, 
asked the right ques-
tions and gathered 
with a great show of 
hands, and bodies, 
and hearts to take 
back the story they 
want to tell. Speaker 
after speaker spoke 
of empathy, of love. 
Of mutual respect. 
The energy in the air 
was palpable. 

This is how you 
fight back. 

Alone, it’s hard. 
Sitting 
in my living room, 
watching the news, 
reading the papers, I can 
feel overwhelmed. On 
that Sunday afternoon, 
I felt empowered. There 
are so many good people 
out there, people who 
care, who are as horrified, 
or terrified, as I am. But 
together we’re stronger. 
We’re mightier. We’re 
united. Against hate. 
Against bullies. We do 
have voices that we can 
make heard.

I don’t know if anyone 
else did, but I didn’t see 
a single person standing 
in protest to the message 

we were delivering. 
Along the way, as 
we stretched out for 
over a mile, passing 
cars honked their 
approval. Mothers 
and fathers stood 
with their babies on 
their front porches 
waving and cheering, 
sharing heart signs 
and encouragement. 
I wasn’t alone in this 
fight. None of us are. 

On our walk home 
my husband asked 
if anything would 
change. “The haters 
are still out there,” he 
said. “Yes,” I answered. 
“But so are we.”

Man stands with sign sharing a 
Maya Angelou quote at the Los 
Gatos United Against Hate March on 
November 14.

Photo by Pro Bono Photo

Large crowd stands outside Raymond J. Fisher Elementary School during 
the Los Gatos United Against Hate March.

Photo by Pro Bono Photo

By Aliya Koshalieva,
Los Gatos High School

A chance to look back at the iconic building’s history

The Town of Los Gatos 
is the new steward of the 
historic Los Gatos Theatre, 
thanks to a donation from 
its previous stewards, the 
Goetz family.

“The Town is thrilled 
to accept the stewardship 
of this critical community 
asset and continue the 
Goetz family vision into 
the future,” Los Gatos 
Mayor Marico Sayoc said.

The Goetz family 
purchased the theatre in 
2011, after the passing of 
its prior owner, Carmel 
Cormack, who owned the 
theatre since 1975. The 
family purchased it for 
philanthropic reasons, and 
because of the impact the 
building left on the town. 
In a letter to the town, the 
Goetz family stated their 
daughter wanted to save 
the building because of 
her childhood memories 

at the theatre.
"We want this historic 

theatre to remain a 
treasure that the Town of 
Los Gatos, our neighbors, 
and our family to be proud 
of,” Goetz wrote in the letter.

Located at 43 N Santa 
Cruz Ave, the theatre has 
a rich history that dates 
back to around 106 years. 
When it originally opened 
in 1915, it was named 
the Strand Theater. The 
Strand Theater operated 
smoothly until a fire struck 
in 1929, demolishing the 
building. The owners 
remodeled the theatre 
with a new “Art Deco” 
aesthetic. The remodeling 
gave the theatre a marquee 
as well as a new name, 
“The Premier Theatre.”

The name "Los Gatos 
Theatre" originated in 
the 1940s. A fire in the 
1970s caused, damage 
to the structure, and 
the theatre was almost 
destroyed after the 1989 
Loma Prieta earthquake. 

Cormack, the theatre 
owner at the time, wanted 
to demolish the building 
and build a theatre/
restaurant combination, 
but the Town of Los Gatos 
vetoed the idea.

“It kept getting rein-
vented, in some way or 
another,” said Alicia Goetz 
in a press release.

In the late 1980s, another

small renovation took 
place. Camera Cinemas, a 
local independent movie 
theater chain, was hired to 
operate the theatre, which 
was renamed "The Los Ga-
tos Cinema." After another 
renovation, the theatre 
opened again in May of 
2014. This new renova-
tion updated the theatre, 
but stayed connected to 

the original design.
The Los Gatos Theatre 

remains an iconic fixture 
in Los Gatos. The Los 
Gatan reported that plans 
to reopen are underway, 
but no date has been 
announced.

The cozy tasting room at Savannah-Chanelle Vineyards. 
Photo by Bernard Weinzimmer
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Available to residents of

Saratoga, Los Gatos,

Monte Sereno, Cupertino,

Campbell, Morgan Hill, and

San Jose zip codes 95120,

95124, 95129, and 95130. 

Visit www.rydescc.org or call

(408) 892-9739 to learn more.

Deepawali, aka Diwali—India’s Festival of Lights
History of the holiday, recap on local celebrations
By Neeta Dharwadkar,
Saratoga Resident

Deepawali, or Diwali, 
the festival of lights, 
is one of the major 
festivals celebrated by 
Indians of all castes 
and religions. Hindus, 
Muslims, Christians, Jains, 
Sikhs, Parsis, Buddhists 
celebrate this festival. 
Deepawali, which means 
“rows of lighted lamps,” 
symbolizes the spiritual 
victory of light over 
darkness, good over evil, 
and knowledge over 
ignorance. It reinforces the 
belief that good ultimately 
triumphs over evil. 

Diwali festivities include 
a celebration of sights, 
sounds, art, and food. 
People all over India, as 
well as those celebrating 
in other countries, wear 
their finest clothes and 
illuminate the interior 
and exterior of their 
homes with oil lamps, 
which some may know 
as “diyas.” Homes are 
decorated with “rangoli,” 
a colored fine powder to 
create beautiful intricate 
decorations on the 
entrance and courtyard. 
Families worship their 
Gods, light fireworks, and 
partake in family feasts, 
sharing sweets and gifts. 
Communities organize 
cultural entertainment 
programmes for kids. 

This tradition continues 
today with several 
cultural events including 
music, dance, and arts 
performances. 

In my family, the front 
yard is decorated with 
rangoli and the whole 
home is lit with electric 
and oil lamps. A beautiful 
lantern is hung high in 
the air in the front yard. 

At night, children light 
firecrackers along with 
their parents. Sisters 
welcome their brothers 
by applying “Kumkum 
Tilak,” a red colored 
powder considered sacred 
in Hindu culture, on 
the foreheads with two 
ghee lamps. We prepare 
a variety of snacks and 
sweet dishes. 

The temples are fully 
decorated with electric 
and oil lamps and rangolis.
There is a “Diwali Dhamaka'' 
program every year in 
the Indian Community 
Center (ICC) in Cupertino 
to celebrate the Diwali 
festival. Talented dancers 
perform Indian dances, 
wearing traditional dresses.

Diwali starts from the 
12th day after the full moon 
of the 7th month; Ashwin, 
in the Hindu calendar. 
The festival is celebrated 
over 6 days, culminating 
on the 2nd day of the 8th 
month, Kartik after the 
no-moon, or new moon, 
day. The hindu calendar 
is a lunisolar calendar of 
12 months and doesn't 
align with the Gregorian 
calendar. Typically, Diwali 
is celebrated in the month 
of October or November.

The origin of Deepawali 
can be traced back to the 
most important epic in 
ancient Indian history: 
Ramayan. The epic 
Ramayan, is about an 
honest, obedient prince 

named Lord Shri Ram, and 
dates back nearly 7,000 
years B.C.E. In Ramayan, 
Lord Shri Ram was forced 
to exile in a forest for 14 
years to fulfil his father, 
the King’s promise to his 
stepmother permitting 
his younger brother, the 
step-mother’s son, to 
be anointed as the King. 
While living in the forest, 

a demon-king, Ravana of 
Srilanka, kidnapped Sita, 
Lord Ram’s wife. Lord 
Ram defeated and killed 
Ravana in battle and 
returned to his kingdom 
of Ayodhya (North India). 
The residents of Ayodhya 
lined up the streets with 
oil lamps to welcome Lord 
Ram, thus beginning the 
tradition of  Deepawali. 

Deepawali festival is 
celebrated over six days.

First day: 
Govatsa Dwadashi, the 
day for cow and calf 
worship. Indians believe 
worshipping a cow 
equates to worshipping 
the Gods. 
Second day:
D h a n t r a y o d a s h i . 
According to Vedic legend 
Padma Puran, on this 
day, the  Ayurveda icon 
Dhanvantari, the God of 
health, emerged from the 
churning of  the cosmic 
ocean of milk. 
Third day:
Narakchathurthadashi. 
On this day, Lord Krishna 
killed the evil-minded King 
Naraksur, the demon-king 
of Pragiyotishpura, the 
city now known as Assam. 
Naraksur held  captive 
nearly 16,000 girls; Lord 
Krishna killed Naraksur 
and released the girls.
Fourth day: 
The day for worshipping 
the Goddess Laxmi. 
According to Padma Puran, 
the nectar of immortality 
emerged while Gods and 
demons churned the 
cosmic ocean of milk. Lord 
Vishnu, disguised as an 
attractive woman, Laxmi, 
stole the nectar to save it 
from falling in the hands 
of the demons.
Fifth day: 
Balipratipada celebrated 
in honor of King Bali’s 
sacrifice. Bali, king of 
South-west India, was 
famous for his generosity. 
However, he became very 
proud of his generosity. 
To teach him a lesson, 
Lord Vishnu, in disguise 
of a dwarf named Vaman, 
requested alms. The proud 
Bali had to sacrifice himself 
to satisfy Lord Vishnu.
Sixth day: 
Bhaubij. According to 
Padma Puran, when Lord
Yama, the God of death, 
visited his sister Yamuna, 
she welcomed him with
Kumkum Tilak. Thereafter, 
every sister applies  Kum-

kum Tilak on her broth-
er’s forehead, praying for 
his long life. 

The origins of Deep-
awali can also be traced to 
the agricultural seasons in 
India, a predominantly
agricultural country. Farm-
ers are happy upon the 
culmination of the mon-
soon season due to the 
abundance of crops in 
their fields. A good harvest 
means an inflow of mon-
ey signifying prosperity. 
Farmers want to enjoy 
their abundance with 
their family, friends and 
relatives. This harvest sea-
son coincides with Deep-
awali, leading to celebra-
tion and joy. 

Celebration of Deep-
awali includes several 
traditions rooted in well-
ness, too. Upon the com-
pletion of the rainy season 
and prior to the start of 

winter, people must clean 
their houses, whitewash, 
and decorate their homes. 
People wake up before 
sunrise, massage their 
bodies with oil, and bathe 
with warm water. This tra-
dition is thought to ensure 
good health and hygiene. 
It gets darker earlier in 
winter, attracting varieties
of insects. The rows of 
lamps are thought to help 
keep the insects away and 
the sound of firecrackers 
is thought to keep the wild 
animals at bay. Lastly, the 
variety of food ensures 
everyone is well-fed and 
healthy. 

While Diwali 2021 is 
over, this article can serve 
as a source of education for 
Diwali 2022, to honor this 
sacred Indian tradition 
celebrated by many, right 
in our own backyard. 

Ten women are dressed in traditional Indian clothing to celebrate 
Diwali at the Indian Community Center in Cupertino. Writer, Neeta 
Dharwadkar, is pictured in a gold gown, fourth in from the left. 

Photo courtesy of Neeta Dharwadkar

Every year, temples all over the world, like the Sikh Gurdwara of 
San Jose, get decorated with lights for Diwali. 

Photo courtesy of Rajvir Kaur
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Art by Shreyas Rana, Saratoga High School

Recipes
Vegan Cherry Almond Shortbread Cookies By Terry Parsons, Saratoga High School student 
Ingredients:
For the cookie dough
- 1/2 cup (1 stick) vegan butter of choice at room temperature
- 6 TBSP granulated sugar
- 1/2 tsp almond extract
- 2 TBSP cornstarch
- 1 1/4 cups all-purpose flour (spooned into measuring cup without packing down, 
and level off)
- 1/4 cup cherry jelly
- 1/4 cup almond paste 

For the glaze
- 1/2 cup (60 gr) powdered sugar
- 1-2 TBSP plant-based milk (almond milk works great but so does oat, soy, or any 
other milk of your choice)
- 1/8 tsp almond extract
 
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees F
2. Line two baking sheets with parchment paper 
3. Cream the butter, sugar, and almond paste until light and fluffy.
4. Slowly mix in flour and cornstarch, scooping small amounts at a time into the mix.
5. Scoop the dough into portions of about one tablespoon. Roll into soft, light balls on the parchment paper. Flatten the balls slightly and make 
a thumbprint into each flattened ball. 
6. Scoop a half teaspoon of jam into each thumbprint.
7. Bake at 375 degrees F for 10-12 minutes, until cookies start to turn light golden brown around the edges.
8. Cool for 5-10 minutes before drizzling on the glaze.

Savory Puff Pastry Christmas Tree By Diana Moutsopoulos, allrecipes.com

Ingredients:
- 2 tablespoons sun-dried tomato pesto
- 2 tablespoons soft goat cheese (such as Chavrie®)
- 2 sheets puff pastry
- 2 tablespoons freshly grated Pecorino-Romano cheese, divided
- 1 egg, beaten
- ½ teaspoon dried oregano
 
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees C). Line a baking sheet with parchment paper.
2. Combine sun-dried tomato pesto and goat cheese in a small bowl and stir well.
3. Unroll 1 puff pastry sheet onto the prepared baking sheet. Cut away 2 strips at the bottom of the 
sheet to form a tree trunk, about 1 inch wide and tall. Cut diagonally to the top of the puff pastry sheet 
to create a long triangular shape, removing excess pastry on either side.
4. Spread a thin layer of the pesto mixture over the pastry, all the way to the sides. Sprinkle 1 tablespoon 
Pecorino-Romano cheese on top.
5. Roll up the second puff pastry sheet and place at the 
tip of the triangle. Unroll carefully towards the bottom. 
Press down lightly and carefully cut away the sides to 
match the first triangle. Remove excess pastry.
6. Cut 2/3-inch thick branches into the sides of the 
triangle from both sides, leaving a space lengthwise in 
the center all the way from the trunk to the tip. Twist 
the branches away from you, trying to get in 2 turns 
on the lower branches. Continue moving up the tree, 
twisting away from you as you go.
7. Brush the entire tree with beaten egg. Sprinkle with 
remaining 1 tablespoon of Pecorino-Romano cheese 
and dried oregano.
8. Bake in the preheated oven until deep golden brown, 
about 20 minutes. Let cool on the baking sheet slightly.

Cook's Notes:
You can use cream cheese instead of spreadable goat 
cheese. You can also use basil pesto instead of sun-dried 
tomato pesto or spread.
If you like, you can cut a star out of the excess pastry 
and place on top of the tree, then brush with egg.

Have a recipe you'd like to share? Perhaps 
your great grandmother's marinara sauce 
passed down from generations, your father's 
show-stopping baked salmon recipe, or the 
air-fried tofu that wows even those who say 
they don't like tofu? Send it to us at outlook@
sascc.org for a chance to be featured!

mailto:outlook@sascc.org
mailto:outlook@sascc.org
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Bored at home? Streaming now on

The Gift (2019-21)
A painter in Istanbul embarks on a personal 
journey as she unearths universal secrets 
about an Anatolian archaeological site and 
its link to her past.

Stars: Beren Saat, Mehmet Günsür, Melisa 
Senolsun

TV-MA | TV Series | Drama, Fantasy, 
Mystery

White Christmas  (1954)
A successful song-and-dance team become 
romantically involved with a sister act and 
team up to save the failing Vermont inn of 
their former commanding general.

Stars: Bing Crosby, Danny Kaye, Rosemary 
Clooney

NR | 2h | Comedy, Romance, Musical

Red Notice  (2021)
An FBI profiler pursuing the world's most 
wanted art thief becomes his reluctant 
partner in crime to catch an elusive crook 
who's always one step ahead.

Stars: Dwayne Johnson, Ryan Reynolds, 
Gal Gadot

PG-13 | 1h 58min | Action, Comedy, Thriller

The Christmas Chronicles & The 
Christmas Chronicles 2
The story of sister and brother, Kate and 
Teddy Pierce, whose Christmas Eve plan to 
catch Santa Claus on camera turns into an 
unexpected journey that most kids could 
only dream about.

Stars: Kurt Russell, Darby Camp, Judah Lewis

PG | Adventure, Comedy, Family

Playing near you:
* Please call theater(s) for most up-to-date info.

West Side Story, PG-13
An adaptation of the 1957 musical, West Side Story 
explores forbidden love and the rivalry between 
the Jets and the Sharks, two teenage street gangs of 
different ethnic backgrounds.

Stars: Ansel Elgort, Rachel Zegler, Ariana DeBose
Crime, Drama, Musical

PRUNEYARD CINEMAS
(408) 717-4712

1875 S. Bascom Ave., Campbell, CA 95008

Proof of vaccination or a negative Covid-19 
test is no longer required for entry.

Masks are still required, regardless of 
vaccination status, except when 

eating or drinking.

General Admission 
Wed-Sun before 4pm, Matinee
Wed-Sun after 4pm, Evening
Matinee: Wed-Thu $10/ Fri-Sun $12
• Seniors (ages 65 & older) Wed-Thu $10 

after 4pm/ Fri-Sat $13 after 4pm/ Sun 
$10 after 4pm

• Child (ages 3-12) Wed-Thu, Sun $10 
after 4pm/ Fri-Sat $11 after 4pm

• Adult Wed-Thu, Sun $13.50/ Fri-Sat $16
• Tuesday - $8 All Day

CINEMARK - OAKRIDGE
(408) 225-7340

925 Blossom Hill Rd., San Jose CA 95123

Face masks are required for non-vaccinated 
guests and strongly encouraged for all 

other guests, except where required by local 
mandates. Masks may be removed when 

eating and drinking inside the auditorium.

Check out www.cinemark.com/discounts 
for applicable discounts

AMC - SARATOGA
(408) 871-2277

700 El Paseo De Saratoga, San Jose, CA 95130

In accordance with CDC guidelines, masks 
are recommended for everyone regardless 

of vaccination status. 

Discount Matinees:
• 30% Off Tickets Every Day Before 5pm
• Older adults 60+ can save on tickets all 

day, every day. Just select senior pricing 
when checking out online.

Check out www.amctheatres.com/
discounts for more discounts. 

House of Gucci, R
When Patrizia Reggiani, an outsider from humble 
beginnings, marries into the Gucci family, her 
unbridled ambition begins to unravel their 
legacy and triggers a reckless spiral of betrayal, 
decadence, revenge, and ultimately...murder. 
Stars: Lady Gaga, Adam Driver, Al Pacino
Crime, Drama

Don't Look Up, R
Two low-level astronomers must go on a giant 
media tour to warn mankind of an approaching 
comet that will destroy planet Earth. May show at 
the Pruneyard and Cinemark-Oakridge only. 

Stars: Leonardo DiCaprio, Jennifer Lawrence, Meryl 
Streep
Comedy, Drama, Sci-Fi

Being the Ricardos, R
Follows Lucy and Desi as they face a crisis that could 
end their careers and another that could end their 
marriage.. At AMC-Saratoga only. 

Stars: Nicole Kidman, Javier Bardem, Nina Arianda

Biography, Drama

This movie section was inspired by an Outlook reader who reached out to us on behalf of her 
mother, who's in her 90s. Her mother loves going to the movies, but isn't on the internet, so she has 
no way of knowing what movies are playing locally. In response to this inquiry, The Outlook will 
publish current movies and local theaters on an ongoing basis. If you have a request for something 
you'd like to see in The Outlook, please submit it at outlook@sascc.org or call (408) 621-7526.

http://www.cinemark.com/discounts 
http://www.amctheatres.com/discounts
http://www.amctheatres.com/discounts
mailto:outlook@sascc.org

