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“Chosen to deliver”
[Biblical text at the end of sermon for those online]

Introduction
Where God gets involved in the human condition, and we as humans can actively see such involvement, we boast that 'there is a God.' We admit that things are rotten in Denmark, that there is trouble in River City, that things cannot seem to get any worse, and then it does. But then we turn and view the work of God, in someone's enterprise, or in another's relief or in the rain in the parched west, and we boldly announce, "There is a God."

Oswald Chambers is quoted as saying, "Faith for my deliverance is not faith in God. Faith means, whether I am visibly delivered or not, I will stick to my belief that God is love. There are some things only learned in a fiery furnace."

Of course Chambers is referencing the story in the book of Daniel about the 3 friends of Daniel and their experience in the Furnace that consumed everything, except them! It is a metaphor for troubles in this world, and Chambers is encouraging us in the midst of troubles. Most of us seek to be removed from pain and suffering. Most of us would rather evade all such and avoid all misery. But as Chambers says, "some things are only learned" in such misery.

In our story in Exodus today, we see various acts, scenes of a drama as Moses tells us some 3500 years ago. The drama unfolds with the Jewish people abounding in population (we saw that last week) and the Pharaoh getting nervous. In fact, nervousness is a good beginning of a drama. We worry with him; we wonder how he will fix the situation.

We saw last week the commands to drown all Jewish boys in the rivers, and we ached at the suffering. So now we have double anxiety. 1) What will happen with the king and 2) what will happen with the babies?

See, this is good drama.

Today we will see God's answer. It's an obvious answer, although not so obvious to the one whom God chooses. In fact, Moses is the most reluctant to view God's hand in the whole drama. The Jewish people are longing for someone to help, and the king is also. Where is deliverance?
Act 1: In Egypt at birth. The delivering one is delivered

Today's story begins where last week's ended, near the river Nile, the great god of the Egyptian people. They viewed the river as a god which supplied them with bounty and produce and rest and comfort. The river will play a significant role in the rest of the book as you might know.

And in typical Jewish style the story begins with a genealogy. Remember that in the book of Genesis? Remember it in the story of Y'shua? It's so important in the Jewish world, that you know the history of someone who is stepping in to deliver you. Heroes don't just pop on the scene, they are from somewhere. It's a man's job to sus out the history of another. The spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. The approval process or at least the historical awareness of another is required. 

God knows the story, even though Moses doesn't. God knows the story even if the Jewish people don't give acknowledgement to it. His plans are unveiled in the story, to us, 3 and a half millenia later. Oh the courage we can draw from this!

So the story has the lovely Miss Egypt, princess of the Nile, welcoming a basket with a baby, and she noted it was a Hebrew baby. How did she know? In 10 Commandments, of course, it was a draped cloth which was used by Jewish women. We would more likely guess it was the circumcision of the boy which was distinguishing. Either way, Princess and the maidens see the boy and want to keep it. The boy cries. Princess has pity on Moses. Immediately Miriam, Moses' sister arrives and asks if a wet nurse is required. That is, someone who can give milk to the baby, since the princess is, um, unendowed. Immediately the agreement is signed and out go Moses and Miriam, according to plan to be reared for a season or 2 by Jochebed, their mother.

I'm guessing that there was some kind of arrangement signed or spoken and thus at the end of the contracted time, Miriam brought Moses back to the princess.

The deliverer (for we know the rest of the story) is delivered out of the Nile and out of the care of the princess and spared for sparing. God's plans will not be thwarted.

Act 2: 40 years later: Conflict resolution. The delivering one delivers the Jewish people

The story skips. It's a classic drama. Dramas are not consistent. They don't cover all stages of time in equal measure. They are intentionally zoom lensing and aim to focus on moments of time in great lengths of time. It would be unnecessary to speak at length about living in Egypt and learning Egyptian language and customs. That's obvious; so did everyone who was raised in Pharaoh's court. Thus Moses skips that section of life. And he gets to the next major conflict, the one he remembered from his 40th birthday, the one between and Egyptian and a Jewish man.

Something angered Moses. It was the injustice. Or was it the pain of the Jewish people suffering, as a people. Was it something inside him which was uniquely Jewish which co-ached for his people? The text does not say, so we will be silent.

Either way, the people to whom Moses is being sent, or at least is beginning to be sent, don't exactly welcome him as their deliverer. That will be the case throughout our Jewish history, summed up most dramatically in the person of Y'shua, Jesus who will be rejected to the end of his days by the very people to whom He was sent.

They say the famous "Who made you a prince or a judge over us?" This same phrase is used of Messiah, 1500 years later in Acts 7, as Stephen is chronicling the history of our people. He cites our continual rejection of prophets and heroes. He tells us that we are guilty of killing those whom God sent to us.  And at that, many in the crowd stone him with stones. He dies with the testimony of Jesus on his lips. One day some of us may well suffer the same fate.

Listen, dramas are not intended to be all soft and fairy floss like. It's not a drama if someone is told something and they do it. It's a drama if there is disobedience and suffering and hope for restoration. It's a drama if the hero has to rise out of the ashes of suffering himself. It's a drama if the aching in the people is misunderstood or if the hero is rejected at first. Peter Kreeft whom I mention often here at Beth Messiah, speaks at length about that in his 1985 book "Making sense out of suffering". A drama is boring if there is no point/counterpoint. Thus the pains of the Jewish people and the apparent deliverer need to meet several times before it actually happens and even throughout our history, the Jewish response to Moses is not exactly characterized by welcoming!

Act 3: In Midian: Moses delivering the daughters of Jethro

In scene three today, Moses at 40 approaches the area of Midian, and sees the daughters of a man later we know as Jethro being taken advantage of by some shepherds who no doubt muscle their way into the wells of Jethro. Moses chases them away and saves the day.

Zipporah among the others calls "My hero!" and they live happily ever after. Or do they? Some will be familiar with their conflicts later in the story.  But for now, Zipporah takes Moses the Egyptian to daddy for his approval, and he secures it. Then they move into their own little place and have a little boy whose name means a Stranger There. In other words, Moses' ministry is not to be a settler in that place, in the wilderness, but rather, somewhere else. Strange, isn't it, since he spend another 40 years in the wilderness with the disagreeable people of our ancestry.

Act 4: Back in Egypt: Where is the Deliverer?

Our story today ends with the aching of the Jewish people back in Egypt. They don't know the midianite adventures of our hero. They don't even know he's our hero yet. They think he was a one-off wonder who fancied himself a hero. All they could do was groan, some in faith and others in the k'vetching ministry. But what they were not seeing was God's plans and God's sculpturing of his hero, the servant of God, Moses.

John Paton was a missionary in Vanuatu, what was then called the New Hebrides Islands. One night hostile natives surrounded the mission station, intent on burning out the Patons and killing them. Paton and his wife prayed during that terror-filled night that God would deliver them. When daylight came they were amazed to see their attackers leave. A year later, the chief of the tribe was converted to Messiah  Remembering what had happened, Paton asked the chief what had kept him from burning down the house and killing them. The chief replied in surprise, "Who were all those men with you there?" Paton knew no men were present--but the chief said he was afraid to attack because he had seen hundreds of big men in shining garments with drawn swords circling the mission station.   Today in the Word, MBI, October, 1991, p. 18. 

That's what I'm counting on during Operation Behold Your God the next 3 weeks here in Sydney. I'm counting on Jewish people being able to see the wonders of Messiah. I'm counting on Gentiles seeing angels as they see us. I'm hoping the media notices that there are hundreds of us, even though we are few in number. 

May God make His way known to you, and to all the world, through you.
So:  What should you learn/hear today as a result of reading this text?  Or what lessons do we learn from today's teaching?

1) God has begun the answer to your prayers long before you even pray them

2) God's choice of His deliverer is not always a welcome one to the people to whom he is sent

3) God's plans will not be thwarted

4) Jesus, God's eternal choice as Messiah and Lord, carries on the deliverance ministry of Moses, and is not always welcomed by his own people

So… let me ask you. Will you become a follower of Y'shua today? Will you choose to line up with God's choices and give your life to the Man from Galilee? Will you make the people of God to have a harder time or will you join in with our pain and be squeezed like an olive?

This week we begin the major campaign, Operation: Behold Your God. During the campaign we will unashamedly be offering people the choice to join us, to identify with and confess Y'shua as their Saviour. Today we give that choice to you as well. If you would like to be delivered from your bondage, this time to sin, then pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over,[or email me if you are reading this online] so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

Actual text

Ex. 2.1 ¶ Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a daughter of Levi. 

Ex. 2.2 And the woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was beautiful, she hid him for three months. 

Ex. 2.3 But when she could hide him no longer, she got him a wicker basket and covered it over with tar and pitch. Then she put the child into it, and set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile. 

Ex. 2.4 And his sister stood at a distance to find out what would happen to him. 

Ex. 2.5 Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the Nile, with her maidens walking alongside the Nile; and she saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid, and she brought it to her. 

Ex. 2.6 ¶ When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the boy was crying. And she had pity on him and said,  “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 

Ex. 2.7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter,  “Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for you?” 

Ex. 2.8 And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her,  “Go ahead.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 

Ex. 2.9 Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her,  “Take this child away and nurse him for me and I shall give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 

Ex. 2.10 And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And she named him Moses, and said,  “Because I drew him out of the water.” 

Ex. 2.11 ¶ Now it came about in those days, when Moses had grown up, that he went out to his brethren and looked on their hard labors; and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. 

Ex. 2.12 So he looked this way and that, and when he saw there was no one around, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 

Ex. 2.13 And he went out the next day, and behold, two Hebrews were fighting with each other; and he said to the offender,  “Why are you striking your companion?” 

Ex. 2.14 But he said,  “Who made you a prince or a judge over us? Are you intending to kill me, as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, and said,  “Surely the matter has become known.” 

Ex. 2.15 When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the presence of Pharaoh and settled in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a well. 

Ex. 2.16 ¶ Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters; and they came to draw water, and filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. 

Ex. 2.17 Then the shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock. 

Ex. 2.18 When they came to Reuel their father, he said,  “Why have you come back so soon today?” 

Ex. 2.19 So they said,  “An Egyptian delivered us from the hand of the shepherds; and what is more, he even drew the water for us and watered the flock.” 

Ex. 2.20 And he said to his daughters,  “Where is he then? Why is it that you have left the man behind? Invite him to have something to eat.” 

Ex. 2.21 And Moses was willing to dwell with the man, and he gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses. 

Ex. 2.22 Then she gave birth to a son, and he named him Gershom, for he said,  “I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.” 

Ex. 2.23 ¶ Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to God. 

Ex. 2.24 So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Ex. 2.25 And God saw the sons of Israel, and God took notice of them. 

