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“How about.... ?”
[Biblical text at the end of sermon for those online]

Introduction
Lawyer and statesman Daniel Webster was a powerful orator who gave early evidence of his quick mind and way with words. One day Webster's father, who was to be absent from home, left Daniel and his brother Ezekiel specific work instructions. But on his return he found the task still undone, and questioned his sons about their idleness. "What have you been doing, Ezekiel?" he asked. "Nothing, sir." "Well, Daniel, what have you been doing?" "Helping Zeke, sir." 

There's something about excuses that rivet us.  There's always a reason. There's always a person we can blame. There's always something that warrants our admission or inadmission. We live in a world of excuse after excuse and it's hard to swim upstream against the flood. We don't always do what we are supposed to do, do we?

Listen, a poor workman always finds fault with his tools.  

Or how about these, still true because the people alive then are still making excuses to this day:

Here are the "Ten Most Used Excuses:"

1. I forgot.

2. No one told me to go ahead. 

3. I didn't think it was that important.

4. Wait until the boss comes back and ask him. 

5. I didn't know you were in a hurry for it. 

6. That's the way we've always done it. 

7. That's not in my department. 

8. How was I to know this was different? 

9. I'm waiting for an O.K. 

10. That's his job--not mine.[Bits & Pieces, Nov., 1989, p. 18. ]

Now if you listen to those,  and you think, yes, I've heard others say those to me, you forget, we have said those very things.

Categories of excuses
If you will, most excuses fall into one of three categories. The first is "Outright denial" or 'rejection of any personal involvement' or responsibility. "I didn't do it." We refuse to take any responsibility about an action or inaction. I remember sitting with my brother and his family in California. It was years ago and my niece, young Rhonda was perhaps 4 at the time. She had her mouth filled with bread, early on this particular day, and I asked her if she was hungry. She didn't answer. I noticed the bread. Have you been eating, I asked? With mouth barely able to noise an answer, she said, "Not me" but her wide chipmunk cheeks and spat out moistened bread crumbs betrayed her. That was pretty clever.

The second category is "I didn't do it, but it's not my fault." The person looks for another to blame, often the wife or the boss or anyone within or more probably outside of earshot. He says, "I would have done it" but ...it's their fault. I would be holy, but they didn't teach me. I would know this, but they didn't get me ready.

The third category of excuse is "I did it, but.." Now it's not that I did or didn't do it, but rather that someone else or some circumstance is blamable. I did it, but the car died, or the clock failed when I set it to awaken me at the right time. I did my homework, but on the way to school today the dog ate my homework.  The assignment wasn't clear. This is what we hear preeminently in our world today. These are what we see and hear, even from our lips today.

The Biblical story of Excuses
We aren't the only ones. Even back in the days of the Bible, this was so. Look at Moses in Exodus 3. Moses is God's man of the day. He was called to do and to perform what the Jewish people have been begging God to do for hundreds of years.  This is remarkable. They were not bellyaching, but crying out to God. "Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob... you promised the Land..."  they cried to the Almighty.

Yes, things were bad. We see that in chapters one and two. With taskmasters who made it bad, and even worse if we did complain out loud. So the people have natural reasons to be forgetting the promises of God.

Into this painful situation, God drops a baby, fantastically. This unusual baby Moses is God's choice and will fulfill the promises of the Lord, bringing them to pass in his day. His natural family raised him for 3 years, then he returned to Pharaoh's family for 37 years.  He's a prince in Egypt for 40 years. Moses had trouble on his 40th birthday and had to leave town quickly, without passing "Go" and without collecting $200.  He travels to the backside of the wilderness, and there he meets with Reuel's daughter, Zipporah, has a child and is 80 years old. We've gone from 0 to 80 faster than a Lamborgini.

Horeb is the Mountain of God (verse 1) because God showed up there and visited Moses with the 10 Commandments (in a few chapters.) The bush is burning. That's not unusual. Tumbleweeds catch on fire in a desert sun. Then the voice comes from it, and that's unusual. And the voice says, "Take off your shoes." Moses and you and I would have done the same thing. He took off his shoes.

God said, "I have come down to deliver them from the power of the Egyptians." (v 18). God is promising. This is an awesome moment in history. Moses should have been glad, he should have rejoiced. He should have shouted. "Wow, before I was born, our people longed for this day." Fantastic... let's rejoice! Let's have a party; God is going to act.

But then in verse 10. God says, "I will send you to Pharaoh"  Wait a minute, he's thinking. This is not the way it's supposed to work. It's not my job. We've never done it this way before. This is definitely someone else's department. Moses honestly asks for a personal appointment. He asks for negotiation. He wants to excuse himself.

Verse 11. Moses says, "Who am I?" I'm not somebody so mighty, at least not compared to you. The people have been waiting for you to act, and now you say you will act, so, hey, don't let me get in the way. You go ahead! I'm not the kind of fellow you want for this position. 

Look what God answered, or rather, did not answer.  He never answered who Moses was. His answer had nothing to do with Moses. It had to do with who God is. "I will be with you."

Moses might be thinking, "Great, could I have another question, sir. This whole thing (v 13) about going to the Jews, ...what will they say? They will wonder who sent me. What am I supposed to say about your name? Could I get some more information?"

You think they are natural conversation techniques, but we will have to look at chapter 4, verse 13 to get the whole context of his rebuttals. Moses says, "Please Lord, send by the hand of whomever you will." If I had my own Bible, I would write in, "whomever 'else' you will." Moses is saying, "I have a recommendation list. I'm not the guy for the job, but I know some people. You might be confused or troubled, so let me help you, sir, if that's ok."

That's the reflection we have from chapter 4, that we don't yet have in chapter 3. So, I believe Moses is making excuses.  

Moses is arguing for God to do this another way.

His first excuse is IDENTITY. (verse 11) Moses says, I'm not a person of rank or superiority of nature, I don't have the Great Man Theory worked out in my own person. If you want this job done, you must choose another. God says, 'It's not about you, Moshe. I'm going to go and do this. I'm the One who will act."

God never says, "You are somebody."

God's answer is "You are mine and I am somebody."

In the modern world, there has been a serious self-stroking that has so subsumed us these days. If you are not self-actualized or self-consuming or self-aggrandizing or self-ish, then you will not succeed in this dog-eat-other-dog world.

So the point of my being somebody is to survive in a ruthless world. But God wants us to succeed, not only to survive. He wants us to trust Him in all things and all circumstances.

Then our second excuse is the one of IGNORANCE. 

I don't know enough. I would know enough, but they didn't teach me. I didn't have the advantages of Brooklyn or in Yeshiva. I didn't have all the possibilities that others had. It's just not the way we do it in Australia; maybe in Japan or Israel, yes, but not here.

After discussing how students had to at least be competent in reading, writing, listening, analyzing and computing before they would be graduated from high school in 1978, one administrator contacted provided the following list. The excuses it contains were actually turned in by parents to one school district (outside of Tillamook County). 

1. Dear school: Please ackuse John for bring absent on Jan. 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33. 

2. Chris has an acre in his side. 

3. Mary could not come to school because she is bothered by very close veins. 

4. John has been absent because he had two teeth taken off his face. 

5. I kept Billie Home because he had to go Christmas shopping because I didn't know what size she wear. 

6. Please excuse Gloria. She has been sick and under the doctor. 

7. My son is under the doctors care and should not take P.E. Please execute him. 

8. Lillie was absent from school yesterday as she had a groing over. 

9. Please excuse Ray Friday. He has lose vowels. 

10. Please excuse Joyce from P.E. for a few days. Yesterday she fell out of a tree and misplaced her hip. 

11. Please excuse Blanche from jim today. She is administrating. 

12. Carlos was absent yesterday because he was playing football. He was hurt in his growing part. 

13. My daughter was absent yesterday, because she was tired. She spent the weekend with the Marines. 

14. Please excuse Dianne from Being absent yesterday. She was in bed with gramps. 

15. Please excuse Jimmy for being. It was his father's fault. 
I believe being informed is good. And we often use the excuse that we don't know enough. Moses says this. I don't know enough. God doesn't give him an academic degree. He doesn't tell him yes, you do. Moses, you are a smart boychik. He says, "Eh'yeh asher eh'yeh." This means, "I will be who I will be." God' answer is that all that the verb 'to be' says in every tense, future, past and present are summed up in God. He is Yahweh, the Eternal One. He was, He is, and He will come (not He will be, a la John Pawlokowski and others of the theology known as "Process")

Moses, you are right, you are uninformed. The answer to them is not you, it's me. In all of our uncertainties, God's answer is not you, it's Himself. That's making you radically less than self-important. That is healthy.

So God and Moses are having this conversation. Moses is being told to go to Pharaoh and get the three day travel pass. Go to Pharaoh and tell him that me and the kids and 600,000 of our closest friends have to go out for a weekend. We'll see what happens with this in a fortnight.

Do you like the end of verse 22? Every woman is to go spoil the Egyptian women. What's that for? Even in our modern days, after the Holocaust, the Swiss government is paying reparations because of thievery. Jewish people are getting their property back Is that what this is? After 400 years of slavery. Is that what this is for?

It's for use in the Tabernacle later. God wants the Jewish people to build the Tabernacle later (chapters 25ff), and will need the gold and silver etc, to bring God honour later. What was used for self promoting or idol worship, now would be used for God promotion later on. (although the golden calf would be a misuse of the gold sooner than that)

We will look at chapter four next week and see his other three excuses, (4.1, 4.10, 4.13) which bottom line into "I am unwilling."

According to a UPI news item, the Metropolitan Insurance Company received some unusual explanations for accidents from its automobile policyholders. The following are just few: 

An invisible car came out of nowhere, struck my car, and vanished.

The other car collided with mine without warning me of its intention.

I had been driving my car for 40 years when I fell asleep at the wheel and had the accident. 

As I reached an intersection, a hedge sprang up, obscuring my vision. 

I pulled away from the side of the road, glanced at my mother-in-law, and headed over the embankment. 

The pedestrian had no idea which direction to go, so I ran over him. 

The telephone pole was approaching fast. I attempted to swerve out of its path when it struck my front end. 

The guy was all over the road. I had to swerve a number of times before I hit him.

The indirect cause of this accident was a little guy in a small car with a big mouth.

Look friends, there are many things God will tell you to do in your life. Things as simple as 'love your neighbour' or "love your wife' or as simple as taking food to your neighbour when they are hurting. But we always have excuses.

I was 19 when I first heard the Gospel of Y'shua. I said, "I'm Jewish. I don't need Jesus." How silly was that! We all have so many excuses why we won't give our lives to the One who died and gave Himself for us.

Those of you who are believers...when you who get told by God to take the message of Jesus to the whole world, what will you do? Will.. you say, I can wait for the professionals, the Bible college grads, God must certainly use only them. After all--

Who am I?

To each God does not say, "you da man". What He says, is trust me. What He wants is for us to know God 's presence. 
So… let me ask you. Will you become a follower of Y'shua today? Will you choose to line up with God's choices and give your life to the Man from Galilee? Will you believe...will you trust God and not you, or will you make another excuse about why you cannot?

This week we begin the major campaign, Operation: Behold Your God. During the campaign we will unashamedly be offering people the choice to join us, to identify with and confess Y'shua as their Saviour. Today we give that choice to you as well. If you would like to be delivered from your bondage, this time to sin, then pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over,[or email me if you are reading this online] so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

Actual text

Ex. 2.1 ¶ Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a daughter of Levi. 

Ex. 2.2 And the woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was beautiful, she hid him for three months. 

Ex. 2.3 But when she could hide him no longer, she got him a wicker basket and covered it over with tar and pitch. Then she put the child into it, and set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile. 

Ex. 2.4 And his sister stood at a distance to find out what would happen to him. 

Ex. 2.5 Then the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the Nile, with her maidens walking alongside the Nile; and she saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid, and she brought it to her. 

Ex. 2.6 ¶ When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the boy was crying. And she had pity on him and said,  “This is one of the Hebrews’ children.” 

Ex. 2.7 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter,  “Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the Hebrew women, that she may nurse the child for you?” 

Ex. 2.8 And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her,  “Go ahead.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 

Ex. 2.9 Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her,  “Take this child away and nurse him for me and I shall give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 

Ex. 2.10 And the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. And she named him Moses, and said,  “Because I drew him out of the water.” 

Ex. 2.11 ¶ Now it came about in those days, when Moses had grown up, that he went out to his brethren and looked on their hard labors; and he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. 

Ex. 2.12 So he looked this way and that, and when he saw there was no one around, he struck down the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 

Ex. 2.13 And he went out the next day, and behold, two Hebrews were fighting with each other; and he said to the offender,  “Why are you striking your companion?” 

Ex. 2.14 But he said,  “Who made you a prince or a judge over us? Are you intending to kill me, as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid, and said,  “Surely the matter has become known.” 

Ex. 2.15 When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the presence of Pharaoh and settled in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a well. 

Ex. 2.16 ¶ Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters; and they came to draw water, and filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. 

Ex. 2.17 Then the shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their flock. 

Ex. 2.18 When they came to Reuel their father, he said,  “Why have you come back so soon today?” 

Ex. 2.19 So they said,  “An Egyptian delivered us from the hand of the shepherds; and what is more, he even drew the water for us and watered the flock.” 

Ex. 2.20 And he said to his daughters,  “Where is he then? Why is it that you have left the man behind? Invite him to have something to eat.” 

Ex. 2.21 And Moses was willing to dwell with the man, and he gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses. 

Ex. 2.22 Then she gave birth to a son, and he named him Gershom, for he said,  “I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.” 

Ex. 2.23 ¶ Now it came about in the course of those many days that the king of Egypt died. And the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to God. 

Ex. 2.24 So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Ex. 2.25 And God saw the sons of Israel, and God took notice of them. 

