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“When it goes from bad to worse”
[Biblical text at the end of sermon for those online]

Introduction

Sometimes it just doesn't work. What we work on and what we deal with and what we teach... it just doesn't work. In fact, things go from bad to worse, they say. Even though it's a very sing-song platitude-filled life we live where 'everything is 30% off" and 'if you want it, you can get it,' some days it seems things are bad and looking like they'll be worse off in the morning. Even your horse starts off a winner, but dies in the bum. What do we do then?

Failures seem to haunt us

When Jim Burke became the head of a new products division at Johnson & Johnson, one of his first projects was the development of a children's chest rub. The product failed miserably, and Burke expected that he would be fired. When he was called in to see the chairman of the board, however, he met a surprising reception. "Are you the one who just cost us all that money?" asked Robert Wood Johnson. "Well I just want to congratulate you. If you are making mistakes, that means you are taking risks, and we won't grow unless you take risks." Some years later, when Burke himself became chairman of J&J, he continued to spread that word.   Reader's Digest, Oct, 1991, p. 62.
Theodore Roosevelt said, "The only man who never makes a mistake is the man who never does anything." Edison spent more than $100,000 to obtain 6000 different fiber specimens, and only three of them proved satisfactory. Each failure brought him that much closer to the solution to his problem. His friend Henry Ford was right when he said that failure was the "opportunity to begin again, more intelligently." 

Warren W. Wiersbe, Confident Living, September, 1987, p. 22. 
It is said, "He who never makes a mistake never makes anything." 

But we are not talking about personal failure here or even the risk of such. We are moving into a dangerous realm of blame and accusation in this text.
No one knew that kind of "bad to worse" day better than Moses, our unwilling hero of this ancient story named Exodus we are reading lately. Moses goes to Pharaoh like he is told in the last couple chapters. He delivers the message with his brother in tow. He says, "We need the weekend off for a prayer meeting out in the wilderness. We'll be back on Tuesday." But what Moses expected was a three-day pass and a "Please report back to duty at 0800" What he got was shocking. Pharaoh declined his request. And he made things worse. Work intensified. Pain increased. Complaints arose out of the Jewish camp. As today's story ends, Moses has a prayer meeting with the Almighty and has this to say, “O Lord, why hast Thou brought harm to this people? Why didst Thou ever send me? Ever since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Thy name, he has done harm to this people; and Thou hast not delivered Thy people at all.”  (verse 22-23)

Moses' complaint is well, just that, a fairly loud complaint. He says in no uncertain terms that this deliverance ministry is not working out. He says the people are complaining and that the Egyptians don't want any part of it either.  We'll get to the aching heart of Moses a bit later, but listen to his complaints specifically.

1) You are responsible for the harm of the Jewish people

2) You failed by choosing me to deliver them

3) Pharaoh has made it worse since you involved me

4) You failed in delivering them (oh, right, that was also number 2!)

Have you read the book of Job? These indictments of the Lord seem like quotes from the friends of the man of the book.  God, you are bad, or your man is bad or ...well, things are going from bad to worse. 

Into that situation God will answer in next week's episode. He will remind Moses to look now at what God will do.  The answer is not far off; for us it's a week away, for Moses it was almost immediate. But was it immediate? No, otherwise he wouldn't be kvetching. Otherwise he wouldn't have had that prayer meeting. See, we just don't understand the timing of the Lord's deliverance.

A current example

Many of you know that we in the blue shirts have been involved in the Behold Your God campaign here in Sydney the last 3 weeks.  And what have we been trying to do? To share the good news of Jesus with anyone who is listening, especially our Jewish people. But not everyone will go along with the program. Listen to these quotes from the Australia Jewish News article this week and you will see what I mean about misunderstanding. "Their message is deceitful. They're not Jewish. They're trying to say to Jewish people who don't know very much about Judaism that you're able to be both Jewish and a believer in Jesus." OK, so he got the last phrase correct. But what unfortunate miscommunication. Peter Kohn who wrote the miserable little piece said, "Martin Rosen, a former Jew who converted to Christianity, became a Baptist minister and was assigned to serve the American Board of Missions- a missionary movement which targets Jews." (Jews for Jesus advert slammed, 18 December, 2003, Australia Jewish News,  page 4)

 Not everyone will understand. Listen to this from this week's Daily Telegraph, the article by Charles Miranda ("Odd Jews or faith twisted", page 19, 19 December 2003).  Again a quote from the ECAJ (Executive Council of Australian Jewry) officer Josh Landis who promises a 'fight; we are concerned they are targeting our community and we have a strategy, techniques, to counter it. " They even quote Rabbi Pinchos Woolstone who says the "group [is] preying on ignorance and making a mockery of both Judaism and Christianity.'

It's hard to deliver people out of the darkness or out of their slavery or out of any situation if they want to fight to stay in it.

Hanukkah has a similar story

Hanukkah is the story we note today especially. It's the story of the remarkable fight between the Syrian Greeks under King Antiochus the madman and the eventual conquest by the Jewish rebels led by Judah Maccabbee from Modin. The dominating world power had desecrated the Temple and other holy sites and the Maccabbees could stand it no longer. They led a revolution and won, sweeping the occupiers out of Jerusalem and then rededicated the Temple to God. The word "dedicate" is the Hebrew word "Hanukkah."  That's the story. Almost David and Goliath, isn't it?

The trouble the Maccabbees had is the same as we have. Not every Jew wanted to get with the program. When they began the battle against Antiochus, the heat index rose. The Greeks made it worse for the Jewish people. Pressure mounted. Bellyaching ensued. Jews complained against other Jews. 

Moses' complaints to the Lord

Let's go back to Moses. The final verses today are 22-23.  And let's repeat the four indictments.

1) You are responsible for the harm of the Jewish people

2) You failed by choosing me to deliver them

3) Pharaoh has made it worse since you involved me

4) You failed in delivering them (oh, right, that was also number 2!)

Moses tells God, you made a mistake 'in the first place. The Jews are hurting and have been hurting for a long time. You have been no where to be found. Then you choose me, a fairly unlikely hero and look how things are going. Worse! OK? Do you hear me? It's getting worse out there! Hear the intensity in the Hebrew

:ÔK`R;mAo_tRa D;tVl™A…xIh_aøl l¶E…xAh◊w 
The repetition of the verb deliverance reminds us that Moses is really on God about God's failure to deliver as He promised. I can understand that. We call it 'the wall' in campaign terms. We remind ourselves that many people, especially many Jewish people will not want to hear from us. Some will, of course, like Judith who first met Rob last weekend out on the streets, and then prayed with me on Monday to accept Y'shua. Each day this week we've been meeting on the phone and praying and reading our Bibles together. This is great, but it's not the norm for most Jewish people. Most reject our message and walk away. They then blame us for any backlash against Jewish people. How often on the streets this month as we have hand-delivered over 130,000 Gospel tracts, do we hear "You are racists." Or "You are causing the problems in Jewish-Christian relationships." The Jewish news reports the "ECAJ was engaging in dialogue with churches about Jews for Jesus" and obviously hoping to prevent our deliverance ministry.

We can say with Moses "v'hatsail lo heetsalta et amecha.' You have not delivered them, your people. These aren't my people. These are not interested in finding out what I have to say. These are your people and if you want them, you can have them!

But like always Moses is better than we are. His heart is more tender, and we have much to learn. Moses aches for the people of God to be redeemed, to be delivered. We need that heart for the Jewish people also. We can offer and we must offer them God's Gospel. We have to reach out. We have to try. And we must pray and we must cry at many turning away. Some in disgust, some in ignorance, some with belligerence. It's painful to be sure.  But we must pray.

What did the Jewish leadership say to Moses? Verse 21 "“May the LORD look upon you and judge you, for you have made us odious in Pharaoh’s sight and in the sight of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill us.”
Who knows this better than Y'shua? The story of Christmas which also takes place this week as the advertisers have been relentless in reminding us, is a simple one also. God took on flesh and came to earth, born in a manger, born among the Jewish people. Why did he come? To feel our pain and suffer our sufferings. He came to die for our sins and take the punishment for them. Jesus came to deliver the Jewish people. You know what His name is in Hebrew? Y'shua, that's right. And what does this mean? Salvation. Rescue. 

Y'shua came to rescue the Jewish people and yet many turned away and refused His salvation. Did He complain and walk away? Did he say, "I refuse to help them."? NO, he stayed to the end and gave Himself for us, dying on a cross in Jerusalem to pay the penalty for our sins. What love and passion is this! What tremendous heart. He did not say "hatsail lo heetsalta et amecha". He made this claim on Hanukkah nearly 2000 years ago "No one takes my life from me, but I lay it down of my own initiative." (John 10.18) He declared himself to be the door -- the only door for all sheep to come in and find rest with the Father. He claimed to be the shepherd who would look after each of us who followed Him. He claimed to be the only Way, and that no one came to God except through Him. Bold, triumphal, brazen, and all with one purpose:  to rescue us from the power of sin and death.

So:  What should you learn/hear today as a result of reading this text?  Or what lessons do we learn from today's teaching?

1) We should have a heart of compassion for the lost

2) Complaining against God's anointed usually doesn't work and only makes matters worse

3) When you have a situation of real pain or anxiety, you should talk to God who is always willing to listen

4) Jesus is God's answer to our woes and our pains. He died for us to rescue us from sin and death

So… let me ask you. Will you become a follower of Y'shua today? Will you choose to line up with God's choices and give your life to the delivered from Galilee? Will you believe...will you trust God and not you, or will you make another excuse about why you cannot?

This week we will finish up the major campaign, Operation: Behold Your God. During the campaign we unashamedly offer people the choice to join us, to identify with and confess Y'shua as their Saviour. Today we give that choice to you as well. If you would like to be delivered from your bondage, this time to sin, then pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over,[or email me if you are reading this online] so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.
Actual text

Ex. 5.1 ¶ And afterward Moses and Aaron came and said to Pharaoh,  “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,  ‘Let My people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.’” 

Ex. 5.2 But Pharaoh said,  “Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go.” 

Ex. 5.3 Then they said,  “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please, let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest He fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword.” 

Ex. 5.4 But the king of Egypt said to them,  “Moses and Aaron, why do you draw the people away from their work? Get back to your labors!” 

Ex. 5.5 Again Pharaoh said,  “Look, the people of the land are now many, and you would have them cease from their labors!” 

Ex. 5.6 So the same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters over the people and their foremen, saying, 

Ex. 5.7  “You are no longer to give the people straw to make brick as previously; let them go and gather straw for themselves. 

Ex. 5.8  “But the quota of bricks which they were making previously, you shall impose on them; you are not to reduce any of it. Because they are lazy, therefore they cry out,  ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’ 

Ex. 5.9  “Let the labor be heavier on the men, and let them work at it that they may pay no attention to false words.” 

Ex. 5.10 ¶ So the taskmasters of the people and their foremen went out and spoke to the people, saying,  “Thus says Pharaoh,  ‘I am not going to give you any straw. 

Ex. 5.11  ‘You go and get straw for yourselves wherever you can find it; but none of your labor will be reduced.’” 

Ex. 5.12 So the people scattered through all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 

Ex. 5.13 And the taskmasters pressed them, saying,  “Complete your work quota, your daily amount, just as when you had straw.” 

Ex. 5.14 Moreover, the foremen of the sons of Israel, whom Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were beaten and were asked,  “Why have you not completed your required amount either yesterday or today in making brick as previously?” 

Ex. 5.15 ¶ Then the foremen of the sons of Israel came and cried out to Pharaoh, saying,  “Why do you deal this way with your servants? 

Ex. 5.16  “There is no straw given to your servants, yet they keep saying to us,  ‘Make bricks!’ And behold, your servants are being beaten; but it is the fault of your own people.” 

Ex. 5.17 But he said,  “You are lazy, very lazy; therefore you say,  ‘Let us go and sacrifice to the LORD.’ 

Ex. 5.18  “So go now and work; for you shall be given no straw, yet you must deliver the quota of bricks.” 

Ex. 5.19 And the foremen of the sons of Israel saw that they were in trouble because they were told,  “You must not reduce your daily amount of bricks.” 

Ex. 5.20 When they left Pharaoh’s presence, they met Moses and Aaron as they were waiting for them. 

Ex. 5.21 And they said to them,  “May the LORD look upon you and judge you, for you have made us odious in Pharaoh’s sight and in the sight of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill us.” 

Ex. 5.22 ¶ Then Moses returned to the LORD and said,  “O Lord, why hast Thou brought harm to this people? Why didst Thou ever send me? 

Ex. 5.23  “Ever since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Thy name, he has done harm to this people; and Thou hast not delivered Thy people at all.” 

