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Plagues.... they keep on coming

[Biblical text at the end of sermon for those online]

Introduction

 What would it take to get your attention? Not just now, although now's as good a time as any. But I don't want to trouble you, you who have already checked out of this service and are on to thinking about how long I will speak today. How do I get your attention? You who are busy making to-do lists and working on lunch plans, how do I get your attention? How does anyone get anyone's attention?

The average adult attention span is 6 minutes. That's why the comedy and variety shows in the US have a commercial break about every 6 minutes! 

Here's a story of getting your father's attention. Writer Charles Swindoll once found himself with too many commitments in too few days. He got nervous and tense about it.  "I was snapping at my wife and our children, choking down my food at mealtimes, and feeling irritated at those unexpected interruptions through the day," he recalled in his book Stress Fractures. "Before long, things around our home started reflecting the patter of my hurry-up style. It was become unbearable. 

"I distinctly remember after supper one evening, the words of our younger daughter, Colleen. She wanted to tell me something important that had happened to her at school that day. She began hurriedly, 'Daddy, I wanna tell you somethin' and I'll tell you really fast.'  "Suddenly realizing her frustration, I answered, 'Honey, you can tell me -- and you don't have to tell me really fast. Say it slowly."   "I'll never forget her answer: 'Then listen slowly.'"   
Our story today begins in Egypt, but it's not the beginning of the story. This may frustrate some of you. For that I apologize. The story is an episode in a fairly long drama which has already lasted over 350 years and now is in its final scenes.

Let me catch you up if you are new to us today.

Moses is God's choice to lead the Jewish people out of slavery. Moses doesn't always agree with this chosen thing and hopes that God will work it out some other way. God convinces Moses that it's his job to do. So, off they go, Moses and his older brother Aaron. They are 80 and 83 respectively at this time. 

So we saw last week that Moses and Aaron go to the king of Egypt, who is called by the title Pharaoh, and ask for a 3 day pass to take the Jewish slaves out for a weekend retreat. The brothers use the phrase, "God wants us to go" and Pharaoh says, "Who is Yahweh?" or in modern talk says, fugetaboutit. In fact Pharaoh makes the lives of the Jewish people harder as a direct result. Ouch.

How will God get Pharaoh's attention? How will he get your attention? How will He get mine? Let's keep investigating in our text today and see what this book has to say to us as 21st Century people. OK?

A plague on your house!
Jewish Christian scholar Alfred Edersheim writes in his commentary on this text regarding the purpose of the plagues:

Provoked through the daring of man, who would measure his strength against that of the living God, it was to establish two facts for all ages and to all mankind. In sight of Egypt (Exodus 7:5) and of Israel (10:2) it was to evidence that God was Jehovah, the only true and the living God, far above all power of men and of gods. (Exodus 9:14) This was one aspect of the judgments which were to burst upon Egypt. (Romans 9:17) The other was, that He was the faithful Covenant-God, who remembered His promises, and would bring out His people “with a stretched-out arm and with great judgments,” to take them to Himself for a people, and to be to them a God (4:1-8). These are the eternal truths which underlie the history of Israel’s deliverance from Egypt. (Commentary on Exodus)

This may not seem a kinder or gentler way for the Lord of Heaven and Earth to get someone's attention. How about sending roses or lottery tickets-- not plagues, thank you very much.

But oftentimes we need attention grabbers that are a bit painful. I often like to quote my old friend Helen Quakenbush in Lawrence Kansas who would say, "when I'm flat on my back in my bed, all I can do is look up to God." Maybe she was reflecting the Psalmist King David who said, "Before I was afflicted, I went astray, but now I keep your word." (Psalm 119)

Pains draw our attention to the need of repair.  Patty's car went in yesterday for normal maintenance and my van goes in Monday for the same. The sounds were very loud near the mechanics. They say the loudest sound a man will ever hear is not the engine of a 747 aircraft or a screaming baby in the movie theater or a bomb going off. Rather it's in a new car. The loudest sound you can hear is the first ping or click you hear while driving." It gets our attention.

Suffering was the way for Jesus to get His message to us. He died on the cross to bring eternal life to humanity. But many walked right past his cross that day, and many don't want to know anything about that to this day.
What about miracles? Won't they get attention?

I don't know how many times I hear from people that if God wanted to make it clear, that is, if He wanted all people to believe in Him, all He would have to do is... and they fill in the blank. He should heal my mother. He should let me win the lottery. He should help Australia beat India in the cricket. 

Again I turn to Edersheim for comment.

First and foremost, we learn the insufficiency of even the most astounding miracles to subdue the rebellious will, to change the heart, or to subject a man unto God. Our blessed Lord Himself has said of a somewhat analogous case, that men would not believe even though one rose from the dead.

I know of a Jewish believer whose mother has been convinced so many times of Jesus but yet she refuses. This mother has prayed and said, "God if you are who they say you are... " and God has answered this mother's prayers. But still she refuses. Yipes, I don't envy her position. I hope she repents before it's too late.

What does it take to get us to faith? What does it take to get our attention?

God did raise Jesus from the dead. He has done all He needs to do to convince us of His veracity. What will we do with the Truth, at this point? How will God get our attention?

So here in the text, God uses frogs  yodrpx and lice µµMynk and flies bro to seek to awaken the Egyptians. He could have used crocodiles or tigers, but 

"In the present instance he shows the greatness of his power by making an animal, devoid of every evil quality, the means of a terrible affliction to his enemies." (Adam Clarke, commentary on Exodus)
In other words, he chose the small and ineffective to bring His notice to the Egyptians. And they began to get the picture, didn't they? It looks like there is a great divide in the populace viz the king. 

Does separation work to get us to see?

I think of Jacob, our Genesis ancestor, and grandson of Abraham, who was separated from his normal circumstances and watched his wives depart some centuries earlier, leaving Jacob to think about his own situation. It was that night that Jacob wrestled with the angel and the history of the Jewish people took a sudden and powerful change of course.

God uses separation throughout our history to teach us, but do we listen?

The magicians could not perform the same miracles, although they kept trying. When they failed at making lice, 

If the magicians even acted by spiritual agents, we find from this case that these agents had assigned limits, beyond which they could not go; for every agent in the universe is acting under the direction or control of the Almighty.
I believe the magicians were among the first to know that their powers were limited and that Yahweh was indeed God over all the earth. Listen to their testimony in verse 19. "This is the finger of God."

Perhaps we ought to mark that ten is the number of completeness. The ten passages in which the hardening is traced to Pharaoh himself are: Exodus 7:13 (“the heart of Pharaoh was firm” or “stiff”); ver. 14 (“was heavy”); ver. 22 (“firm”); 8:15 (“made heavy”); ver. 19 (was “firm”); ver. 32; 9:7, 34 (“heavy”); ver. 35 (“firm”); 13:15 (“Pharaoh made hard,” viz., his heart). The ten passages in which it is traced to the agency of God are: Exodus 4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:1; 10:20; 10:27; 11:10; 14:4; 14:8; 14:17.
Only God can open our eyes and we must not resist

This idea of separation comes to us in the text in verse 22 and 23 

in the  Septuagint, , I will render illustrious the land of Goshen in that day; and this he did, by exempting that land, and its inhabitants the Israelites, from the plagues by which he afflicted the land of Egypt.

Verse 23. And I will put a division— tdp peduth, a redemption, between my people and thy people; God hereby showing that he had redeemed them from those plagues to which he had abandoned the others.
Separation is God's order of the day, and He does it via plagues and via miracles and via powerful displays. John Wimber who died some years ago used to call these "power encounters." God challenging the darkness with His own power and coming out victorious. 
In his book Sit, Walk, Stand, Watchman Nee describes a preaching mission to an island off the South China coast. There were seven in the ministering group, including a sixteen-year-old new convert whom he calls Brother Wu. The island was fairly large, containing about 6,000 homes. Nee had a contact there, an old schoolmate of his who was headmaster of the village school, but he refused to house the group when he discovered they had come to preach the Gospel. Finally, they found lodging with a Chinese herbalist, who became their first convert. 

Preaching seemed quite fruitless on the island, and Nee discovered it was because of the dedication of the people there to an idol they called Ta-wang. They were convinced of his power because on the day of his festival and parade each year the weather was always near perfect. 

"When is the procession this year?" young Wu asked a group that had gathered to hear them preach. 

"It is fixed for January 11th at 8 in the morning," was the reply. 

"Then," said the new convert, "I promise you that it will certainly rain on the 11th." 

At that there was an outburst of cries from the crowd: "That is enough! We don't want to hear any more preaching. If there is rain on the 11th, then your God is God!" 

Watchman Nee had been elsewhere in the village when this confrontation had taken place. Upon being informed about it, he saw that the situation was serious and called the group to prayer. On the morning of the 11th, there was not a cloud in the sky, but during grace for breakfast, sprinkles began to fall and these were followed by heavy rain. 

Worshipers of the idol Ta-wang were so upset that they placed it in a sedan chair and carried it outdoors, hoping this would stop the rain. Then the rain increased. After only a short distance, the carriers of the idol stumbled and fell, dropping the idol and fracturing its jaw and left arm. 

A number of young people turned to Christ as a result of the rain coming in answer to prayer, but the elders of the village made divination and said that the wrong day had been chosen. The proper day of the procession, they said, should have been the 14th. When Nee and his friends heard this, they again went to prayer, asking for rain on the 14th and for clear days for preaching until then. That afternoon the sky cleared and on the good days that followed there were thirty converts. Of the crucial test day, Nee says: The 14th broke, another perfect day, and we had good meetings. As the evening approached we met again at the appointed hour. We quietly brought the matter to the Lord's remembrance. Not a minute late, His answer came with torrential rain and floods as before. 

The power of the idol over the islanders was broken; the enemy was defeated. Believing prayer had brought a great victory. Conversions followed. And the impact upon the servants of God who had witnessed His power would continue to enrich their Christian service from that time on.  
So:  What should you learn/hear today as a result of reading this text?  Or what lessons do we learn from today's teaching?

1) Hardening your heart against God has consequences

2) As every false religion proves there is a true one, as a copy, however

marred or imperfect, shows there was an original from which it was taken,

so false miracles prove that there were genuine miracles,
3) When God speaks in whatever way He speaks... will you be listening? Are you still paying attention?

4) Let us not imagine that God has so bound himself to work by general laws that he cannot destroy things out of the ordinary

5) His final purpose is to bring Himself glory and to get the confession from us that Yahweh is God and there is no other!

So… let me ask you. Will you become a follower of Y'shua today? Will you choose to line up with God's choices and give your life to the delivered from Galilee? Will you believe...will you trust God, and not yourself, or will you make another excuse about why you cannot?

I want to offer you the choice to join us, to identify with and confess Y'shua as your Saviour. If you would like to be delivered from your bondage, this time to sin, then pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over,[or email me if you are reading this online] so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.
Actual text

Ex. 8.1 ¶ Then the LORD said to Moses,  “Go to Pharaoh and say to him,  ‘Thus says the LORD,  “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. But if you refuse to let them go, behold, I will smite your whole territory with frogs. And the Nile will swarm with frogs, which will come up and go into your house and into your bedroom and on your bed, and into the houses of your servants and on your people, and into your ovens and into your kneading bowls. So the frogs will come up on you and your people and all your servants.”’” 

Then the LORD said to Moses,  “Say to Aaron,  ‘Stretch out your hand with your staff over the rivers, over the streams and over the pools, and make frogs come up on the land of Egypt.’” Ex. 8.6 So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt. And the magicians did the same with their secret arts, making frogs come up on the land of Egypt. 

Ex. 8.8 ¶ Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and said,  “Entreat the LORD that He remove the frogs from me and from my people; and I will let the people go, that they may sacrifice to the LORD.” And Moses said to Pharaoh,  “The honor is yours to tell me: when shall I entreat for you and your servants and your people, that the frogs be destroyed from you and your houses, that they may be left only in the Nile?” 

Ex. 8.10 ¶ Then he said,  “Tomorrow.” So he said,  “May it be according to your word, that you may know that there is no one like the LORD our God. And the frogs will depart from you and your houses and your servants and your people; they will be left only in the Nile.” Then Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, and Moses cried to the LORD concerning the frogs which He had inflicted upon Pharaoh. And the LORD did according to the word of Moses, and the frogs died out of the houses, the courts, and the fields. So they piled them in heaps, and the land became foul. But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 

Ex. 8.16 ¶ Then the LORD said to Moses,  “Say to Aaron,  ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the dust of the earth, that it may become gnats through all the land of Egypt.’” And they did so; and Aaron stretched out his hand with his staff, and struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of the earth became gnats through all the land of Egypt. And the magicians tried with their secret arts to bring forth gnats, but they could not; so there were gnats on man and beast. Then the magicians said to Pharaoh,  “This is the finger of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said. 

Ex. 8.20 ¶ Now the LORD said to Moses,  “Rise early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh, as he comes out to the water. Say to him,  ‘Thus says the LORD,  “Let My people go, that they may serve Me. For if you will not let My people go, behold, I will send swarms of insects on you and on your servants and on your people and into your houses. The houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of insects, and also the ground on which they dwell. But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where My people are living, so that no swarms of insects will be there, in order that you may know that I, the LORD, am in the midst of the land. And I will put a division between My people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall occur.”’” Then the LORD did so. And there came great swarms of insects into the house of Pharaoh and the houses of his servants and the land was laid waste because of the swarms of insects in all the land of Egypt. 

Ex. 8.25 ¶ And Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron and said,  “Go, sacrifice to your God within the land.” But Moses said,  “It is not right to do so, for we shall sacrifice to the LORD our God what is an abomination to the Egyptians. If we sacrifice what is an abomination to the Egyptians before their eyes, will they not then stone us? We must go a three days’ journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the LORD our God as He commands us.”  And Pharaoh said,  “I will let you go, that you may sacrifice to the LORD your God in the wilderness; only you shall not go very far away. Make supplication for me.”  Then Moses said,  “Behold, I am going out from you, and I shall make supplication to the LORD that the swarms of insects may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people tomorrow; only do not let Pharaoh deal deceitfully again in not letting the people go to sacrifice to the LORD.” So Moses went out from Pharaoh and made supplication to the LORD. And the LORD did as Moses asked, and removed the swarms of insects from Pharaoh, from his servants and from his people; not one remained. But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, and he did not let the people go.  (ending is verse 32)

From Edersheim:

Perhaps we ought to mark that ten is the number of completeness. The

ten passages in which the hardening is traced to Pharaoh himself are:

Exodus 7:13 (“the heart of Pharaoh was firm” or “stiff”); ver. 14 (“was
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heavy”); ver. 22 (“firm”); 8:15 (“made heavy”); ver. 19 (was “firm”);

ver. 32; 9:7, 34 (“heavy”); ver. 35 (“firm”); 13:15 (“Pharaoh made

hard,” viz., his heart). The ten passages in which it is traced to the

agency of God are: Exodus 4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:1; 10:20; 10:27; 11:10;

14:4; 14:8; 14:17.
From Adam Clarke: Verse 6. The frogs came up, and covered the land of Egypt.— In some

ancient writers we have examples of a similar plague. The Abderites,

according to Orosius, and the inhabitants of Paeonia and Dardania,

according to Athenaeus, were obliged to abandon their country on account

of the great numbers of frogs by which their land was infested.
Concerning the proliferation of lice

In the space of twelve days a

full-grown female lays one hundred eggs, from which, in the space of six

days, about fifty males and as many females are produced. In eighteen

days these young females are at their full growth, each of which may lay

one hundred eggs, which will be all hatched in six days more. Thus, in the

course of six weeks, the parent female may see 5, 000 of its own

descendants! So mightily does this scourge of indolence and filthiness

increase!
Concerning flies:

Bochart, who has treated this subject with his usual learning and ability,

follows the Septuagint, explaining the original by kunomuia, the dog-fly;

which must be particularly hateful to the Egyptians, because they held

dogs in the highest veneration, and worshipped Anubis under the form of a

dog.
Concerning the nature/religious worship of things in Egypt. Especially the deification of animals:

Almost

every production of nature was an object of their religious worship: the

sun, moon, planets, stars, the river Nile, animals of all sorts, from the

human being to the monkey, dog, cat, and ibis, and even the onions and

leeks which grew in their gardens. Jupiter was adored by them under the

form of a ram, Apollo under the form of a crow, Bacchus under that of a

goat, and Juno under that of a heifer. The reason why the Egyptians

worshipped those animals is given by Eusebius, viz., that when the giants

made war on the gods, they were obliged to take refuge in Egypt, and

assume the shapes or disguise themselves under different kinds of animals

in order to escape. Jupiter hid himself in the body of a ram, Apollo in that

of a crow, Bacchus in a goat, Diana in a cat, Juno in a white heifer, Venus

in a fish, and Mercury in the bird ibis; all which are summoned up by Ovid

in the following lines: —

Duxque gregis fit Jupiter —

Delius in corvo, proles Semeleia capro,

Fele soror Phoebi, nivea Saturnia vacca,

Pisce Venus latuit, Cyllenius ibidis alis.

METAM., l. v., fab. v., 1. 326.

How the gods fled to Egypt’s slimy soil, And hid their heads beneath the banks of Nile; How Typhon from the conquer’d skies pursued Their routed godheads to the seven-mouth’d flood; Forced every god, his fury to escape, Some beastly form to take, or earthly shape. Jove, so she sung, was changed into a ram, From whence the horns of Libyan Ammon came; Bacchus a goat, Apollo was a crow, Phoebe a cat, the wife of Jove a cow, Whose hue was whiter than the falling snow; Mercury, to a nasty ibis turn’d, The change obscene, afraid of Typhon mourn’d, While Venus from a fish protection craves, And once more plunges in her native waves.
MAYNWARING.

These animals therefore became sacred to them on account of the deities,

who, as the fable reports, had taken refuge in them.
