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Some lessons on Freedom

 [Biblical text at the end of sermon for those online]

Introduction

 The Oscars were on the other night. It was quite a sight and sound spectacular. I also happen to like Billy Crystal. Acting heroes marched and danced in their fanciful dresses and tuxedos on the red carpet. One of the movies with great success both by critics and in the box office was Master and Commander: the Far Side of the World, starring our own Russell Crowe. It won 9 nominations and came out with 1 actual Oscar in winning the award for cinematography. I don’t know what the skipper would have done had he approached the Red Sea as the Jewish people did, but he might have sung like Moses and Aaron and Miriam did in this chapter today.

The five songs which candidated for the Best Song of the Year in the movies were each better than the previous and the final winner was of course both the score and the ultimate song for The Lord of the Rings, “Into the West.”. But today’s chapter, chapter 15 of Exodus, is the record of the First of 3 Songs of Moses in the Bible. And it might not win a Grammy or Oscar, but it certainly won a place in the Bible, and that’s better than any red carpet praise.

Now here’s an interesting verse in the middle of today’s song. In verse 13 we read

Thou hast guided them to Thy holy habitation.
Actually where was it to which we had been led at this point? Only across the sea and having our enemies drown in the midst of it. So, the forecast by Moses of the conquest of the Land is certainly in view as the next couple verses highlight, but I want to address the venue of our standing at this point.  Frank Sinatra sang the hit song about his lost lover whom he longed to kiss. He said, 

Somewhere beyond the sea

Somewhere waitin' for me

My lover stands on golden sand

And watches the ships that go sailin'

“Across the sea” for the Jewish people in our text today is freedom. And nothing else matters when you are across the sea. Let’s talk today about freedom and learn 4 lessons. I believe there is freedom in singing, there is also a danger in freedom and we can grow comfortable in true freedom. Finally, there is a cost for our freedom. 

Freedom in singing

 Listen to Israel singing as they escape. Do you hear the ladies who led the chorus with their tambourines? Do you hear the birds joining in the chant? It’s a fantastic sense of relief. I was in jail for a few days in Florida as a hippie some 30 years ago. Don’t ask. But what I remember the most about the time was the getting out. The man who gave me the money to pay my penalty had enough for me, not for himself. He lent it to me and straightaway I knew I had to return it to him. But my first thought as I got out of prison was relief. I was overjoyed. I kicked my heels together and laughed and ran and felt like singing. I know how those 3 million slaves in Egypt felt, in measure. 

There is a joy in the freedom of escape. Israel turned and saw the drowned tormentors and there might have even been a feeling of satisfaction. Not only did we win, but you got yours, too, loser! Take that one!

The rabbis always caution however against smug and snooty sayings. Never rejoice, they say, at the sufferings of others.  Love of neighbour truly forbids that. 

And here’s another rub

“No man in this world attains to freedom from any slavery except by entrance into some higher servitude. There is no such thing as an entirely free man conceivable.“ Phillips Brooks (1835- 1893), Perennials. 
I agree with Brooks. What was the new servitude we were to enter? I believe it was true relationship with the Lord. Many want freedom without responsibility, but that’s dangerous.

Danger in Freedom

A man's worst difficulties begin when he is able to do as he likes. Thomas Huxley, "Address on University Education," Collected Essays, 1902, III, p. 236. 
Maybe I should call this the responsibility of freedom rather than the danger of it.  For it is in knowing that we are responsible and to whom we are responsible that we gain a new level of freedom. 

Cicero said this, “We are in bondage to the law in order that we may be free.”

Cicero is not speaking about biblical law here, rather moral law and civil law.

And his point is well taken. We who gain our freedom need to employ it in serving others. We read in the beginning of our service today, from Paul to the Galatians.

For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the statement,  “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, take care lest you be consumed by one another. But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  (5.13-16)

Freedom’s cost

Who better than Y’shua understands that one? He had the freedom of being the Son in the heavens. He lived there throughout eternity past and chose to come to earth to bring God’s life and ministry here. If you have seen the movie “The Passion of the Christ” then you know what torment he endured. He had ample opportunity to opt out of the final march. He could have cashed in his chips and left and returned to the Father any time during his earthly stay. Y’shua however, remained. He chose to endure to the end. 

And the big question you have to ask yourself as you watch the movie, or as you think through this issue, is why? Why did Y’shua endure to the end? Was it a need to be a martyr? Was he trying to make a point? Was he sort of slow and backward, not knowing the real consequences and then got caught out? Or was it his plan to trick people into thinking he was the messiah and had to play this out in public? Listen, I don’t think any of these questions and their rhetorical replies give a sense of satisfaction. I don’t believe Jesus was making a point or dying as a martyr to prove anything to anyone. He wasn’t a dolt by any means nor was this an act of trickery or slight of hand. 

The Bible says Jesus died to pay the penalty for our sins. 

The reason he came was to die. The reason he endured to the end was to see to the payment and not leave anyone out. Imagine a bank of enormous wealth and a grocery trolley and you. The bank is open and the wealth is yours. And you have to go in and out and take and carry what you want. With each transaction into the vault, you get more excited and more exhausted. There will be a time when you say, “Enough.” When is that?  When you have counted out a million dollars? Will it be enough to take one trolley full? When you have taken the entire wealth of the bank? Or is it when you attained what your goal was?  God loved the world so much that he sent his only son to die for us and to redeem us back from the powers of Satan.  Nothing was going to stop the Son of God from doing this job. And there were plenty of distractions and traps to cause him to fail. But his takings at the earthly bank, of something more valuable than money, were complete. He did not stop until the had in the words of the Apostle, “ruined the principalities and powers.”  He took the final amount of owings, that which humanity owed to sin and death, and received them on himself. Jesus took the lot of the punishment for our failings and our sins. What love the Father has for us…and Y’shua has for us. That’s the answer to the ‘why did he do it’ question.

Growing comfortable in your freedom

The Israelites on the east side of the Red Sea are now free. They can rejoice and they can sing. They are unsure where they are going at this point. They know that God is really leading them. The siblings, Moses, Aaron and Miriam are leading the troops of weary wanderers. It’s hot and dusty in the desert. It’s uncomfortable living out of a suitcase. They don’t know a lot; they don’t have earthly comforts, but they have something going for them. They have discovered the God who led them out of Egypt has the power to keep fighting for them in the world outside Egypt. Yahweh is not a tribal God or local deity; He is Lord of earth, and as they sing
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He has triumphed triumphantly. He is not just an exalted local deity; He is the boss. They are beginning to understand the power and immensity of the Almighty.  The song we sang earlier, Mi chamocha, “Who is like unto Thee?” reflects this orientation. There are no gods like our God! You begin to sense that Israel which has been so far removed from the notice of the Lord for generations is now beginning to grow comfortable in saying things about Him, in singing to Him, and in living for Him.

Some of you in the sanctuary today are new believers. Good! Make sure you grow comfortable in learning about the Lord, in saying the name of Y’shua to others, in being baptized, in walking out life with Him. Why? Because He has triumphed gloriously. He is the God among all false gods. He has taken us to freedom and will never forsake us. How awesome is he?

So:  What should you learn/hear today as a result of reading this text?  Or what lessons do we learn from today's teaching?

1) Freedom has a cost and someone has to pay it

2)  Singing to God brings Him pleasure as well as you

3) Never rejoice at the sufferings of your enemies

4) Y’shua loved you so much that he would not stop until He died for all your sins and shortcomings.   

Invitation

So… let me ask you. Will you become a follower of Y'shua today? Will you choose to line up with God's choices and give your life to our Messiah today? Will you believe...will you trust God, and not yourself, or will you compromise what is true for your own conveniences?

I want to offer you the choice to join us, to identify with and confess Y'shua as your Saviour. If you would like to be delivered from your bondage, this time to sin, then pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, [or email me if you are reading this online] so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.
Actual text

Ex. 15.1  Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and said,  “I will sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted; The horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea. The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; This is my God, and I will praise Him; My father’s God, and I will extol Him. The LORD is a warrior; The LORD is His name. Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast into the sea; and the choicest of his officers are drowned in the Red Sea. The deeps cover them; they went down into the depths like a stone. Thy right hand, O LORD, is majestic in power, Thy right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy. And in the greatness of Thine excellence Thou dost overthrow those who rise up against Thee; Thou dost send forth Thy burning anger, and it consumes them as chaff. And at the blast of Thy nostrils the waters were piled up, The flowing waters stood up like a heap; The deeps were congealed in the heart of the sea. The enemy said,  ‘I will pursue, I will overtake, I will divide the spoil; my desire shall be gratified against them; I will draw out my sword, my hand shall destroy them.’ Thou didst blow with Thy wind, the sea covered them; They sank like lead in the mighty waters. Who is like Thee among the gods, O LORD? Who is like Thee, majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, working wonders? Thou didst stretch out Thy right hand, The earth swallowed them. In Thy lovingkindness Thou hast led the people whom Thou hast redeemed; In Thy strength Thou hast guided them to Thy holy habitation. The peoples have heard, they tremble; Anguish has gripped the inhabitants of Philistia. Then the chiefs of Edom were dismayed; The leaders of Moab, trembling grips them; All the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away.  Terror and dread fall upon them; By the greatness of Thine arm they are motionless as stone; Until Thy people pass over, O LORD, Until the people pass over whom Thou hast purchased. Thou wilt bring them and plant them in the mountain of Thine inheritance, The place, O LORD, which Thou hast made for Thy dwelling, The sanctuary, O Lord, which Thy hands have established. “The LORD shall reign forever and ever.” 

Ex. 15.19 ¶ For the horses of Pharaoh with his chariots and his horsemen went into the sea, and the LORD brought back the waters of the sea on them; but the sons of Israel walked on dry land through the midst of the sea. And Miriam the prophetess, Aaron’s sister, took the timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out after her with timbrels and with dancing. And Miriam answered them,  “Sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted; The horse and his rider He has hurled into the sea.” 

Ex. 15.22 ¶ Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. And when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore it was named Marah. So the people grumbled at Moses, saying,  “What shall we drink?” Then he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree; and he threw it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. There He made for them a statute and regulation, and there He tested them. And He said,  “If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the LORD your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statutes, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the LORD, am your healer.” 

Ex. 15.27 ¶ Then they came to Elim where there were twelve springs of water and seventy date palms, and they camped there beside the waters. 
