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What comes out may surprise you

 [Biblical text at the end of sermon for those online]

Introduction

 I like the story of the country couple and their son who came to the big city. They had never been in such splendour and seen such majestic buildings. They had lived all their life in the backwoods and were quite content. But they were entering this hotel for the first time and the old farmer was amazed at the glitz and the business. His room was on an upper level and he was instructed to go to the lift and take it to his room.

He had never used a lift before.

The farmer and his son watched as an older woman entered the lift and then watched the numbers ascend and then descend back to the Ground Floor. Out of the lift came a very beautiful young woman dressed to the nines. 

The man was shocked and quickly yelled, “Son, get your mother!” 

The story of course is legend, but it illustrates the idea I want to address today… what goes in is not what always comes out.

We have been studying the book of Exodus the last 4 months, one chapter at a time, and learning what it might say to us as 21st Century people. And today is no different. What shall we make of this story of the water from a rock or the people in battle with a man named Amalek?

I see a theme of things going in and coming out quite differently. No one expects a beautiful woman to replace an older lady in the magic of a lift. No one expects water to come from a rock. No one expects a slave people with no military training to be able to conquer a marauding band of nomads. 

And what do you expect coming out of your life? Or what do you expect from situations around you? Or from a man named Y’shua in any period of history?

Water from a rock

The story today begins with another serious complaint by our ancestors in the wilderness. We spoke at length a couple weeks ago about complaining and the utter uselessness of it. But it does make a comfortable companion, doesn’t it? The doctors don’t know what they are doing; the traffic is never going to move; the problems in our world only increased when that ethnic group moved in; the referees don’t know how to call a game anymore. Complaining is a bad habit of selfish perpetual re-conditioning.

And that’s where our people are by the rock of Massah (which means ‘testing’) and Merivah (meaning “strife”). When complaining arises in the people of God, there is sure to come testing by God on them. Here though, before that next test, is the supply of the Almighty. He tells Moses to use his rod that had prevented water drink-ability earlier in the Pharaoh plague number one, to make water out of nothing. Rocks don’t produce water; lakes and rivers do. But God is going to do another miracle for his people. Water from rocks- ha!

I’m amazed at this scene. God seems to be on trial here. The people are angry and yell at Moses. God, who is rarely one to deal well with accusations, simply supplies what the people need.  Moses probably is amazed as much as we all are at this rock-to-water thing. Surprise is a good thing in your walk with God.

We will deal more with the justice system of the Jewish people in next week’s lesson, but it might be in view here. Especially if you know the Hebrew word “Merivah” has at its root, “Riv” meaning ‘plead a cause’ or ‘to bring a lawsuit.’ 

l#Ea∂rVcˆy y∞EnV;b —byâîr_lAo h¡DbyîrVm…w
RC Sproul says “the move to stone Moses (v. 4) is the execution of a legal sentence for treason. The verdict is threatened if Moses does not provide water.”

Driver says ‘nissah (   N…wä;sÅnV;t_hAm y$îdD;mIo ‹N…wbyîrV;t_hAm  ) means to test or prove a person, to see whether the will act in a particular way, or whether the character he bears is well established.”

 So God comes through and provides the water for the complaining millions. He answers the allegations of the trial lawyers among Israel. He tells Moses to bring the accusers (v. 5, the elders), and that God will stand in the dock on the rock.  That’s amazing humility as God stands in the courtroom.

And what does God name the place? Miracle house? House of water? A place of God’s provision? A place of thirst quenched? Nope… it’s the place of their doing wrong. So perpetuity will call it ‘Merivah” and “Massah”, that is, strife and testing. Israel, since you blew it, you will be reminded of this whenever you walk past this place. This is where you argued with me and yet I satisfied you. It’s not called “God satisfied us here”; it’s testing. It’s to our shame.

Imagine a later generation… ‘hey, honey, it’s time to make our holiday plans. Where to this year? How about a boat cruise along the Red Sea and remember God’s victory? How about Massah or Merivah? We can see where our ancestors failed… ok?” Don’t think many chose the 2nd option. It’s a place of perpetual embarrassment and shame. It’s good to remember our failures so that we can all the more rejoice in God’s forgiveness and love.

Listen to the Jeremiah the prophet who said, 
Lam. 2.11 My eyes fail because of tears, My spirit is greatly troubled; My heart is poured out on the earth, Because of the destruction of the daughter of my people, When little ones and infants faint In the streets of the city.
 Peter and Y’shua had a serious conversation during Passover’s seder, what some call the “Last Supper”. 

 Y’shua said, “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded permission to sift you like wheat; but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 

And Peter said to Him,  “Lord, with You I am ready to go both to prison and to death!” 

 And Y’shua said,  “I say to you, Peter, the cock will not crow today until you have denied three times that you know Me.” (Luke 22.31-34)

Peter is not at all aware of his own capacity to fail. How significant then after he does fail, Y’shua restores him. But what do you think will happen next week when Peter hears a rooster crow early in the day… what will Peter remember? His own failures.

And it’s good to remember your failures SO THAT you can rejoice in the God who forgives and marvelously transfers us out of darkness into His marvelous light. We need a good dash of humility more often. We are often rejuvenated with the constant human lie of self-sufficiency.

Amalek defeated

The second story today is a battle scene worthy of Peter Jackson’s cinema magic. Amalek is a near relative, being a descendant of Esau. His people is from the South of Israel, later the Negev. They are wandering looking for good grazing land and are cut off by or cut off the back of the people of Israel, thus separating the strong from the weak who feebly hobbled in the rear. (Deut 25.18) A battle ensues under the leadership of Moses’ eventual successor Joshua. (Originally named Hoshea, but renamed with the name of God in his new name. Numbers 13.8) [Many get new names, but you know who didn’t? Moses. This was an Egyptian name. He has this name throughout all time.]

But what a weird method of military victory… Moses keeps his hands up in the air. Is this a picture of celebration or is it one of hope? Is it a signal to the troops or simply a posture ordained by the Almighty? No one is quite sure, although the naming of the place with the word ‘banner’ may help us here.

So as Moses kept his hands up, Israel won the battle. Eventually Israel conquered the interlopers and continued on its way to Sinai.

Rabbi Hertz says of this situation, “This is another trait which no legend would have created for the first martial exploit of Israel. Moses plays but a secondary part; and even as intercessor his arms have to be held up!”  In other words, if you have a legend about a saint, you make him eternally powerful, a la Clark Kent who becomes Superman, and who would never fail. Here the Bible paints the hero as needing to sit and rest while the rest of the army is fighting. He cannot perform his own duty without assistance from two helpers who should be out fighting on the battlefield as well. But the Bible is an honest book which shows the heroes failing whether it was Abraham lying to the king, Jacob conniving sheep from his uncle Laban, Peter failing to stand by his dying Saviour, or some leaders fighting one another in the early church, the community of faith in Israel.

No one would really expect the newly wandering slaves to have any military experience or expertise. What a surprise this must have been to Amalek. And maybe even to themselves! Wow, we are winning; wow, we won! Fantastic… and then they looked up and saw the reason. They were being prayed for. They were being attended by something greater than energy and by determination. They saw Moses and two other fellows waving their hands and perhaps a banner, reminding them that God was on their side. God was the one who had brought them out of Egypt; God has been giving them daily bread. God gave them water out of nothing when they needed it earlier. Now He will give them victory. The battle belongs to the Lord!

Remember by writing

When I was a schoolteacher I learned that the more senses a person used to learn, the better they would remember. If you could sing a lesson the better. If you could cook it and they could smell and taste and feel, learning would increase. Maybe that’s why God gave so many lessons to the Jewish people through food. I wanted my students to take notes and write things down, sure that the more they wrote they would do better on the examinations.

Not very often does God say to take notes. But in this text he does. And he tells us to write is as a memorial.

rRp$E;sA;b ‹NwørD;kˆz taôøz b°OtV;k
During this season we often remember Amalek as his descendant was famous in the Esther story. What holiday is that? We are to remember God’s fame and Amalek’s infamy, and try to blot his name out from among us. That happens during Purim, of course. As a child you might have written “Haman” on the sole of your shoe and stomped it during the ‘megillah’ reading. You might have simply ‘boo’ed during the reading at the mention of his name. Blot it out!

So God tells us to write this down in a book and to learn by that writing and to revisit that book often. 

And the announcement of the new name of the altar venue again reminds us of how we are to remember things. There are times when we fail and we must not live by them, but it’s right to be honest about them. And when we succeed, it’s right to give honor and testimony to the Lord who is our victor. 

By the way, the name Nissi, banner, will be featured later in the story of the Serpent on the Pole (Numbers 21.8), but that’s just forward roll.

Lessons learned

I believe we should see applications from our stories today. 

1) What we think is our capacity may be met by God’s overarching resupply and we will not be exhausted any longer

2) Naming things carries significance far beyond today’s gesture

3) God will supply all our needs according to His riches

4) What we have put into something may not be all there is… surprise is God’s nature of making sure we know life is about Him, and not about our efforts.

Let me mention one we haven’t stated. The Jewish people later will call God, “The Rock” and look to His nature of provision. The Psalms are replete with reference to God giving us water in the desert. And later Paul the apostle will say of the Exodus people,

For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea;  and all ate the same spiritual food;  and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Messiah. (1 Corinthians 10.1-4)

The baptism was the Red Sea experience; the food was the manna as we saw last week. The rock and drink is in today’s lesson. 

If you miss everything else today, and I hope you don’t, don’t miss this. Y’shua is the eternal Rock who provides water for us in our spiritual thirsting. Anyone who is humble will admit to need. And if we are spiritually honest we will admit to needing more from God in our lives. No amount of good works will satisfy us. No amount of complaining will bring to us what we want. Only when we stop and attend to the Messiah will our needs be met. Y’shua is the rock, and the supply of water for our thirsty souls.

There is a lot of misunderstanding about Y’shua in the Jewish world today. To some he is just a rock on the side of the road of Jewish experience; but for us who know Him, he is the Rock of Ages and the Rock of our salvation. What comes out will surprise everyone who trusts in Him.

Invitation

So… let me ask you. Will you become a follower of Y'shua today? Will you choose to line up with God's choices and give your life to our Messiah today? Will you believe...will you trust God, and not yourself, or will you compromise what is true for your own conveniences?

I want to offer you the choice to join us, to identify with and confess Y'shua as your Saviour. If you would like to be delivered from your bondage, this time to sin, then pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, [or email me if you are reading this online] so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

Actual text

Ex. 17.1 ¶ Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel journeyed by stages from the wilderness of Sin, according to the command of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said,  “Give us water that we may drink.” And Moses said to them,  “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?”   But the people thirsted there for water; and they grumbled against Moses and said,  “Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying,  “What shall I do to this people? A little more and they will stone me.” Then the LORD said to Moses,  “Pass before the people and take with you some of the elders of Israel; and take in your hand your staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. And he named the place Massah and Meribah because of the quarrel of the sons of Israel, and because they tested the LORD, saying,  “Is the LORD among us, or not?” 

:8  Then Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim. So Moses said to Joshua,  “Choose men for us, and go out, fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I will station myself on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand.”  And Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought against Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill.   So it came about when Moses held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, and when he let his hand down, Amalek prevailed.  But Moses’ hands were heavy. Then they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side and one on the other. Thus his hands were steady until the sun set.  So Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword. 

:14 ¶ Then the LORD said to Moses,  “Write this in a book as a memorial, and recite it to Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven.”  And Moses built an altar, and named it The LORD is My Banner; and he said,  “The LORD has sworn; the LORD will have war against Amalek from generation to generation.” 
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