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Introduction

We have been studying the Bible for years here, and of late studying the Tabernacle. This is a popup tent, like people use on camping trips. It was however, more like a museum or art gallery than it was a holiday home.  The multiuse facility was designed for worship, for custom, for beauty, and for sacrifice. 

Let me ask you if you know any of these people.   Ngila Dickson and Richard Taylor, Dien van Straalen,  Wendy Stites, and Judianna Makovsky. Any ideas? 

These are the nominees from the 76th Academy Awards, this year, for Costume Design. And do you know why you don’t know this list? Because we rarely linger long after the show is over, watching the credits.  Most of the people who watched these movies will tell you they enjoyed the costumes, but didn’t have a concern to notice the designers. 

So it might be in our lesson today. Two costume designers, Bezalel and Oholiab, are going to be featured in today’s story. But like Ngila and Richard, people will barely notice them. We do, however notice their handiwork.

One other thesis that we have to mention, by way of reminder, was the purpose of the Tabernacle. Back in chapter 25 we read, “Build me a Tabernacle that I might dwell among them” (.8). We see that in John chapter 1 verse 14. God wants to live with His people, personally, and nothing is going to stop Him accomplishing His plans. Amen? So as we turn our attention to the details of the construction, let’s not get bogged down in the small print so much that we miss the overarching principles. God will have His people know Him and it takes serious and dedicated artisans to make a place for Him to dwell.
The construction begins: Giving

First we see the people lining up for work. We don’t often see day labourers here in Australia, but I’ve seen that in various countries. In Mexico and in Los Angeles I’ve seen men sitting by the sides of the streets, early in the morning, awaiting a man in a truck, any man, to come by and honk. If selected the labourer quickly jumps in the back of the ute and is off to do whatever the honker requests. No contracts are signed, no conversation begins the day. No trade talks are held. A man honks; another man rides. They get to their destination and the honkee understands that he is to pick grapes or plow a field behind a burro; he is to work hard and at the end of the day two more realities will occur. He will ride home in the same ute, back to the same drop off point where he began the day, some 14 hours later, and he will get paid a day’s wage. 

In our text in verses one and two we see the principles Bezalel and Oholiab [B & O] and all their assistants queuing and readying for the tasks ahead. They have been instructed for 11 chapters and now they are ready for the work. I’m guessing that blueprints are drawn, and B & O are ready to get to building.

The people pour out donations to the sanctuary. Look at what they bring.

“They received from Moses all the contributions which the sons of Israel had brought to perform the work in the construction of the sanctuary. And they still continued bringing to him freewill offerings every morning.” (verse 3)

And listen to their report in verse 5, “The people are bringing much more than enough for the construction work which the LORD commanded us to perform.” So Moses issued a stop-giving order and the people had to stop giving. 

How I long for that day here at Beth Messiah. Wouldn’t it be nice if we could say, ‘No more. You people have given enough for us to accomplish all our goals. We have no more need for finances. Stop giving.” But unfortunately we are a long way from that. 

I’d love to write the newsletter readers of Jews for Jesus and remind them that they have given enough and that we have all our projects well funded. No thanks, I would tell them, we have plenty to evangelize in the whole country and to support Israeli believers and to plant more congregations around Australia and New Zealand, and to fully resource our own 12 workers here and in Melbourne. We’ve got money for another van for the Landrums. No thanks. 

But unfortunately, we are a long way from that. 

“Where your pleasure is, there is your treasure; where your treasure is, there is your heart; where your heart is, there is your happiness.”  [Augustine.]

If you give what you do not need, it isn't giving.  [Mother Teresa.]
In Matthew, Mark, and Luke 1 out of every 6 verses deals with money. Of the 29 parables Y’shua told, 16 deal with a person and his money.

Some argue about the amount of giving that is, 10% or 20% or what. Is it from gross or net salary? CS Lewis well spoke when he said, “I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only safe rule is to give more than we can spare.”

J.L. Kraft, head of the Kraft Cheese Corporation, who had given approximately 25% of his enormous income to Christian causes for many years, said, "The only investment I ever made which has paid consistently increasing dividends is the money I have given to the Lord."  And maybe the most helpful quote I can give you today is from the mega-millionaire in the US, the railroad tycoon.

J.D. Rockefeller said, "I never would have been able to tithe the first million dollars I ever made if I had not tithed my first salary, which was $1.50 per week." 

Now you can always decide to give the way the rabbi, the priest and the minister did. 

The men discovered that they each received moneys each weekend and disbursed them similarly, albeit with a difference. The minister said he takes the offering and draws a circle on the ground. He throws the money up in the air and whatever lands inside the circle is for him, and whatever is outside is for God’s work. 

The priest said he did something similar. He also took the offering and threw it in the air. Whatever fell inside the circle was for God; the rest outside the circle was for him personally. The rabbi answered saying he also threw the offering in the air. 

“Whatever God wants, He keeps; the rest that comes back to the ground, that is for me.”

But I prefer the way Rockefeller decided. Ten percent is to God and that’s it; no discussion, or rather, no debating Him!

So the people had a heart to give and they gave. Let’s do the same here and in the generosity of our hearts, let us live that way.

Construction

Some, most notably Wellhausen in the 19th Century, rejected the erection of the Tabernacle. They said the whole purpose of the writing of this section by P was to substantiate the entire Templar system and to give it ‘historic legs.’ What are those men smoking, I wonder? Adam Clarke in his commentary says, “there is scarcely any thing particular in this chapter that has not been touched on before; both it and the following to the end of the book being in general a repetition of what we have already met in detail in the preceding chapters from chap. xxv. to xxxi. inclusive, and to those the reader is requested to refer. God had before commanded this work to be done, and it was necessary to record the execution of it to show that all was done according to the pattern shown to Moses; without this detailed account we should not have known whether the work had ever been executed according to the directions given.”

 Again I prefer the obvious and the biblical agreement is the simplest and most believable answer.

The construction of the curtains made a very elaborate and heavy to build and heavier-to-shlep tent. Each post was of acacia or ordinary wood and covered with gold. Each ring was weighty and there were 50 of them on each side. The curtains were actually four: the first of linen for the veils made of 10 curtains in all, the second of goat hairs to cover those veils made of 11 curtains. It was 6’ longer and 3’ higher; the third of  tanned rams’ skins to cover the inner layers, and the fourth was of a cover of sea-cows’(or badgers) hides. The whole curtaining was held in place by a series of upright supports anchored in pedestals of silver and bound together by cross-members made of gold covered acacia wood with pedestals of silver. The supports made the whole structure to be 45’ x 18’ by 45’, with the open end to the east. Remember that was the ‘one way’ direction of the Tabernacle. You could only enter from one direction.

Now this was a massive work to make and even more massive to unpack and reconstruct each time the cloud or the fire moved along. 

Permanence

No doubt the people would have longed for a permanent place. Maybe that will help us understand the longing in the Jewish people for permanence. 

If you were the priest in charge of packing up, what would you think when the cloud began to move? What would you say if you were the official carrier of the poles for the cross member? What would you think if you had wandered for a week in a row awaiting further instructions? See, there is something that says “I want to sit and rest. Please God, let us set up a permanent Tabernacle (for you) here. “ When it really is for us, not for Him.

Friends, I want a place for Beth Messiah. I want us to build together. I want to have a permanent home. But all the while I think this, I wonder if God’s model in Torah might not better suit us. I wonder if we could move to the Eastern suburbs and have a meeting, would we all pick up and move? Would you winge about it being a bit inconvenient? Would you say, “Can’t we just stay here?”

Look, until Y’shua returns, we have no permanent home. Until Y’shua returns we are wanderers in this land and any land. My father was a wandering Aramean. Y’shua had no place He said to lay his head. Who are we to demand permanence?

Summary

Remember the point of the Tabernacle was simple. God wanted to be known by His people. He wanted a place to be known and to meet with us. The elaborate nature of the detailing should not throw us off. God wants to have a people who know Him. 

Listen to this word from John chapter one. 

John 1.14 ¶ And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.

Y’shua was God’s tabernacle. He came among us and dwelt with us. He came as the impermanent (else how could he have died), yet permanent Son of God who was the glory of God, who demonstrated God’s standards and died for our shortcomings and sins. He took the punishment for our unbelief and gave His life. By His death we can enter into the Holy of Holies in the Heavenly Tabernacle.

What a great God we have who cares for us and provides all things for us.

Invitation

So, if you are not yet a believer, let me ask you a question. Have you met Jesus, the One who forgives sins? Do you know His forgiveness extends to all people and that includes you?  Will you  become a follower of Y'shua today? He wants to change you from the inside, and to give you release from your own bondages to sin and self-centeredness. Transfer your sins into him and he will remove them from you. Pray and atonement is secured.

I want to offer you the choice to join us, to identify with and confess Y'shua as your Saviour. If you would like to be delivered from your bondage, this time to sin, then pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, [or email me if you are reading this online] so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

__________________________
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Ex. 36.1 ¶  “Now Bezalel and Oholiab, and every skillful person in whom the LORD has put skill and understanding to know how to perform all the work in the construction of the sanctuary, shall perform in accordance with all that the LORD has commanded.” 

Ex. 36.2  Then Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every skillful person in whom the LORD had put skill, everyone whose heart stirred him, to come to the work to perform it. 

Ex. 36.3 And they received from Moses all the contributions which the sons of Israel had brought to perform the work in the construction of the sanctuary. And they still continued bringing to him freewill offerings every morning. 

Ex. 36.4 And all the skillful men who were performing all the work of the sanctuary came, each from the work which he was performing, 

Ex. 36.5 and they said to Moses,  “The people are bringing much more than enough for the construction work which the LORD commanded us to perform.” 

Ex. 36.6 So Moses issued a command, and a proclamation was circulated throughout the camp, saying,  “Let neither man nor woman any longer perform work for the contributions of the sanctuary.” Thus the people were restrained from bringing any more. 

Ex. 36.7 For the material they had was sufficient and more than enough for all the work, to perform it. 

Ex. 36.8 ¶ And all the skillful men among those who were performing the work made the tabernacle with ten curtains; of fine twisted linen and blue and purple and scarlet material, with cherubim, the work of a skillful workman, Bezalel made them. 

Ex. 36.9 The length of each curtain was twenty-eight cubits, and the width of each curtain four cubits; all the curtains had the same measurements. 

Ex. 36.10 And he joined five curtains to one another, and the other five curtains he joined to one another. 

Ex. 36.11 And he made loops of blue on the edge of the outermost curtain in the first set; he did likewise on the edge of the curtain that was outermost in the second set. 

Ex. 36.12 He made fifty loops in the one curtain and he made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that was in the second set; the loops were opposite each other. 

Ex. 36.13 And he made fifty clasps of gold, and joined the curtains to one another with the clasps, so the tabernacle was a unit. 

Ex. 36.14 ¶ Then he made curtains of goats’ hair for a tent over the tabernacle; he made eleven curtains in all. 

Ex. 36.15 The length of each curtain was thirty cubits, and four cubits the width of each curtain; the eleven curtains had the same measurements. 

Ex. 36.16 And he joined five curtains by themselves, and the other six curtains by themselves. 

Ex. 36.17 Moreover, he made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that was outermost in the first set, and he made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that was outermost in the second set. 

Ex. 36.18 And he made fifty clasps of bronze to join the tent together, that it might be a unit. 

Ex. 36.19 And he made a covering for the tent of rams’ skins dyed red, and a covering of porpoise skins above. 

Ex. 36.20 ¶ Then he made the boards for the tabernacle of acacia wood, standing upright. 

Ex. 36.21 Ten cubits was the length of each board, and one and a half cubits the width of each board. 

Ex. 36.22 There were two tenons for each board, fitted to one another; thus he did for all the boards of the tabernacle. 

Ex. 36.23 And he made the boards for the tabernacle: twenty boards for the south side; 

Ex. 36.24 and he made forty sockets of silver under the twenty boards; two sockets under one board for its two tenons and two sockets under another board for its two tenons. 

Ex. 36.25 Then for the second side of the tabernacle, on the north side, he made twenty boards, 

Ex. 36.26 and their forty sockets of silver; two sockets under one board and two sockets under another board. 

Ex. 36.27 And for the rear of the tabernacle, to the west, he made six boards. 

Ex. 36.28 And he made two boards for the corners of the tabernacle at the rear. 

Ex. 36.29 And they were double beneath, and together they were complete to its top to the first ring; thus he did with both of them for the two corners. 

Ex. 36.30 And there were eight boards with their sockets of silver, sixteen sockets, two under every board. 

Ex. 36.31 ¶ Then he made bars of acacia wood, five for the boards of one side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of the other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of the tabernacle for the rear side to the west. And he made the middle bar to pass through in the center of the boards from end to end. And he overlaid the boards with gold and made their rings of gold as holders for the bars, and overlaid the bars with gold. 

Ex. 36.35 ¶ Moreover, he made the veil of blue and purple and scarlet material, and fine twisted linen; he made it with cherubim, the work of a skillful workman. 

Ex. 36.36 And he made four pillars of acacia for it, and overlaid them with gold, with their hooks of gold; and he cast four sockets of silver for them. 

Ex. 36.37 And he made a screen for the doorway of the tent, of blue and purple and scarlet material, and fine twisted linen, the work of a weaver; 

Ex. 36.38 and he made its five pillars with their hooks, and he overlaid their tops and their bands with gold; but their five sockets were of bronze. 

Nominees: .   Ngila Dickson and Richard Taylor, (she also did THE LAST SAMURAI), Dien van Straalen (GIRL WITH A PEARL EARRING),  Wendy Stites (MASTER AND COMMANDER: THE FAR SIDE OF THE WORLD), and Judianna Makovsky SEABISCUIT

Winner Ngila Dickson and Richard Taylor for Lord of the Rings.
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