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Introduction
Some recent adverts: “Fill your living areas with comfortable and practical furniture that suits your lifestyle. Whether your tastes run to contemporary styling or traditional designs, our collection of do-it-yourself and ready-made pieces will have you covered.”

Or how about

“KABIN FEVER has the distinct pleasure of offering an example of original Molesworth furniture. The gun cabinet has a unique history as it was originally made for artist and frequent Molesworth collaborator, Edward Grigware. The cabinet was acquired from the Grigware estate in 1962.”

Furniture is big business in making a house into a home. 

Although now a $US 6.3 billion industry, Canada's furniture manufacture still bears the marks of its origins as a cottage industry. Much of the industry is composed of family firms. Most family firms run single plant, small operations with the sales less than a third the size of the average Canadian manufacturing firm. (http://www.arts.monash.edu.au/ausapec/caccan.htm)
In May, this report came from the ABC
Prototypes of futuristic domestic furniture that glow with the light of communicating bacteria have been produced as result of an unusual collaboration.

Australian microbiologist Dr Kathy Takayama and visual artist John Nicholson of the University of New South Wales have just launched their exhibit at the Canberra Contemporary Art Space.

The exhibit is designed to show off a unique use for bioluminescing bacteria, bacteria that produce light as a result of an oxidation process. (http://www.abc.net.au/science/news/stories/s1111470.htm)
Maybe I’ll go see the exhibit when I’m in Canberra this week for the National Prayer Breakfast.

One thing is clear, furniture that glows is attractive today and certainly would have been 3500 years ago when the Jewish people wandered the wilderness. And with the gilded cover on the table and the ark and all this other furniture that is listed in chapter 37 of Exodus, much was aglow in the wilderness. 

Today we will discuss the furniture in the Tabernacle, and if shopping at Freedom or Bay Swiss is not your cup of tea, hang in there, I’ll bring you some applications which I believe are for all of us, trying to make sense of this chapter and of our own lives in the 21st century. And we will answer the age-old question, “Does the furniture make the home?”

The furniture 

The ark (1-9)

The ark was the cupboard which contained three items in those days. Nowadays, we use the ark to hold the Torah scroll and the other books of the Bible. But in the days of the Bible, three items fit well in the box. They were the jar of manna, the rod of Aaron which budded, and the two clay tablets of the 10 Commandments. Each represented something particular for Jewish history and Jewish life. 

The ark was made of ordinary wood, acacia, and covered over with gold. 

On top of the ark was a pair of figurines. They were called cherubim, or a type of angels. They were carved out of the same piece of gold. I’ve seen some awesome sculptures in my life: the Pieta, the Michaelangelos behind the plaza and the Monument sculpture itself of Vittorio Emanuele II, the Thinker by Rodin, but these in the Tabernacle would have been an amazing sculpture. All of one piece it says and they were inward facing. 

Then between the two cherubim was the kaporet, or the mercy seat. Some versions call this the Ark-cover. Why do they call it that? 
The Hebrew word “Kaporet” t®räOÚpA;k comes from the three consonants “KPR” which originally meant a covering. Do you hear a Jewish word/holiday in that triad of consonants? It’s Yom Kippur. That’s the Jewish Day of Atonement, of course, but originally this was better translated “The Day of Coverings” [it was a plural word Kippurim]. 

The first use of the word Kippur in the Bible was in the story of Noah and the ark. The kippur was used to waterproof or cover the inside and the outside of the big boat. 

Now on this ark, the smaller one in Torah, we have another kippur, a mercy seat. And it’s here that God does business with the Jewish people as we will discover in the Levitical narrative. This will be the throne of the King who extends His love and kindness to the people of Israel.

The table of showbread

The next piece of furniture in the showroom called The Tabernacle and the first in the section called The Sanctuary was the table. It was also gold covered acacia wood also.  It was a bit smaller than the ark of the covenant. On it were placed loaves of bread each day. And according to the later traditions, there were 12 loaves placed there, one for each of the 12 tribes. The acacia/gold combination of the furniture continues to testify of the dual nature of God: acacia, the ordinary (human) and gold (divine).

The show bread was only for show all week and replaced for Shabbat. (Lev 24.5-9) The priests did get to eat the leftovers.

The menorah

Most of you will have seen a menorah on Hanukkah which is at times even called a Hanukkiah. Why not a menorah? The ones who defined the hanukkiah wanted to make a distinction between the 7-branched one in the Tabernacle and the 9-branched one which is used during the festival. The menorah was made of one piece of gold, all beaten. And the oil was made of beaten olives as we discussed some weeks ago.se.

The altar of incense

The last piece of furniture in the Sanctuary is the altar of incense. It also was acacia covered by gold, and was quite small. The priests had to keep incense burning on it continually.

However, because the Golden Incense Altar is the place of prayer, the crown and the prayer together give us a hint of a kingly priesthood. This thought is developed in the book of Hebrews: the Messiah, Y’shua has become a priest according to the order of Melchisedek (Psalm 110:1, Hebrews chapter 7). He can sympathize with us as our great High Priest (Hebrews 4:15) and He is able to minister His supply of mercy and grace to us as the King of righteousness and King of peace (Hebrews 7:25,2; 4:16 Genesis 14:18). [Martyn Barrow]
Some symbolism

Those of you who have been with me for any length of time know that I don’t give much significance to numerology or typology in the Older Testament. I love the book we hold and teach, and find that a lot of preachers who have little regard for the text invent heaps of allegory to substitute for the clear meaning or historical reality. But the Tabernacle almost demands symbolical interpretation. 

The most significant is the layout of the triad of locations, the outer court, the sanctuary and the Holy of Holies. People generally describe this symbolism as related to the human triad of body, soul and spirit. And if that be so, then each of the pieces of furniture also represents a segment of each of those. So the outer court has the altar of sacrifice which corresponds to our redemption, our coming to faith in Messiah. The bronze laver, or washbasin, represents our baptism and our continual cleansing in the washing of the water by the Word (as earlier discussed in our teaching on chapter 30). The body sector is our five-sense area.

The sanctuary, the soul section, has three pieces of furniture. They are the altar of incense, the showbread table, and the menorah. These represent the three functions of the soul: emotions, will and intellect.

The spirit is found in the 3rd, the nearest to God section of the Tabernacle. There we have the ark of the covenant with three items: Aaron’s rod, the jar of manna and the Ten Commandments which represent in turn: conscience, communion and revelation, the three main responsibilities of the spirit. In a darkened individual who does not know Y’shua, the conscience is seared, the communion with God is broken and revelation is nonexistent. Only when a man or woman turns to Y’shua does the spirit come alive and these three aspects are enlivened.

Hopefully when you ponder the Tabernacle’s teachings in the years to come, you will see the sections of body, soul and spirit and gain from how God will instruct you through this template.

The number four

wy¡DtOmSoAÚp o∞A;b√rAa l™Ao b$DhÎz tâOoV;bAf ‹oA;b√rAa
We see four feet on the ark, four rings to slide the poles through, and four corners on the table. The Jewish people surrounded the Tabernacle with three tribes in each of four directions. Let me explain what I see about the number four in the Bible. 

On Monday nights on the ABC TV we have a show titled “Four Corners.” Now if I understand it right, there are no real corners on the globe. I may be wrong, but ‘four corners’ is an expression, and not a geographical reality. But the term ‘four corners’ is both descriptive of the realities of narrative and a term which applies to the notion of ‘universal.’ Let me explain.

When God wants to deal with a person or a people, He speaks in what theologian call “particular’ terminology. When He uses ‘four corner’ terms, He is using the other theological term named ‘universal.’ In other words, when God called Abraham, He dealt particularly. When He calls all nations, He is speaking universally.

One of our greatest sins as Jews was to leave out the Gentile nations surrounding us from the possibility of being informed about the God of our people. Jonah is the greatest/worst example of this failure. 

So the use of the ‘four’ motif is seriously decorating the teaching of the Tabernacle, lest Israel think that the name of God, the person of God, the reality of God would be territorially ours. God is not only the God of Israel, He is also the God of the nations.

Remember the four-footed creatures in the four-cornered sheet of Peter’s vision (Acts 10) by which God taught Peter to take the teaching about Y’shua to the Gentiles.

Never let the particular so cloud our thinking that we avoid sharing with the universal.

Problem

Did you notice that God instructed the Jewish people to break one of the 10 commandments? 

b¡DhÎz My™IbürVk y¶EnVv cAo¢A¥yÅw

Do you see? Earlier in the list of the commandments, we read the commandment says not to make any graven image. Nothing from heaven or earth or anywhere is to be made. That’s the simple reading. (Ex. 20.4). 

God would not ask us to break the Law He had just given. But keep reading and you will see why this is not a transgression. Verse 5 of Exodus 20 reads, “You shall not bow down to them and not worship them” In other words, it’s not the making of objects that is so wrong. It’s the worship of them that is dangerous.

I say this to help us understand an appreciation of beauty and art and craftsmanship. Some take the prohibition to such great lengths that they will not take photographs. That’s not what the Bible is teaching. It’s warning against bowing to idols. 

Summary

Let me end with a bit of a summary. I see in today’s teaching on the Tabernacle, the beauty of the gold shining in the wilderness on the furniture. God ordered beautiful furniture for his house. But my original question remains: Does furniture make a home? I don’t think so. Furniture describes what God is teaching in this case, but the most important aspect of the home of the Almighty was the presence of the Lord. The bread (nicknamed the Bread of His presence), the fragrance in the incense, the ark with the historic goods all are valuable, but without the God of the Tabernacle, it’s just an empty albeit active worship center. A tabernacle without God is void. He alone, therefore makes the home. 

Invitation

So, if you are not yet a believer, let me ask you a question. Have you met Jesus, the One who forgives sins? Do you know His forgiveness extends to all people and that includes you?  Will you  become a follower of Y'shua today? He wants to change you from the inside, and to give you release from your own bondages to sin and self-centeredness. Transfer your sins into him and he will remove them from you. Pray and atonement is secured. Have you welcomed God into the Tabernacle of your heart?
I want to offer you the choice to join us, to identify with and confess Y'shua as your Saviour. If you would like to be delivered from your bondage, this time to sin, then pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, [or email me if you are reading this online] so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

__________________________
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Actual Text:

Ex. 37.1 ¶ Now Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood; its length was two and a half cubits, and its width one and a half cubits, and its height one and a half cubits; and he overlaid it with pure gold inside and out, and made a gold molding for it all around. And he cast four rings of gold for it on its four feet; even two rings on one side of it, and two rings on the other side of it. And he made poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold. And he put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark, to carry it. 

Ex. 37.6 And he made a mercy seat of pure gold, two and a half cubits long, and one and a half cubits wide. And he made two cherubim of gold; he made them of hammered work, at the two ends of the mercy seat; one cherub at the one end, and one cherub at the other end; he made the cherubim of one piece with the mercy seat at the two ends.  And the cherubim had their wings spread upward, covering the mercy seat with their wings, with their faces toward each other; the faces of the cherubim were toward the mercy seat. 

Ex. 37.10 ¶ Then he made the table of acacia wood, two cubits long and a cubit wide and one and a half cubits high. And he overlaid it with pure gold, and made a gold molding for it all around.  And he made a rim for it of a handbreadth all around, and made a gold molding for its rim all around. And he cast four gold rings for it and put the rings on the four corners that were on its four feet. Close by the rim were the rings, the holders for the poles to carry the table. And he made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold, to carry the table.  and its pans and its bowls and its jars, with which to pour out libations, of pure gold. 

Ex. 37.17 ¶ Then he made the lampstand of pure gold. He made the lampstand of hammered work, its base and its shaft; its cups, its bulbs and its flowers were of one piece with it. And there were six branches going out of its sides; three branches of the lampstand from the one side of it, and three branches of the lampstand from the other side of it; three cups shaped like almond blossoms, a bulb and a flower in one branch, and three cups shaped like almond blossoms, a bulb and a flower in the other branch — so for the six branches going out of the lampstand. And in the lampstand there were four cups shaped like almond blossoms, its bulbs and its flowers; and a bulb was under the first pair of branches coming out of it, and a bulb under the second pair of branches coming out of it, and a bulb under the third pair of branches coming out of it, for the six branches coming out of the lampstand. Their bulbs and their branches were of one piece with it; the whole of it was a single hammered work of pure gold.  And he made its seven lamps with its snuffers and its trays of pure gold. He made it and all its utensils from a talent of pure gold. 

Ex. 37.25 ¶ Then he made the altar of incense of acacia wood: a cubit long and a cubit wide, square, and two cubits high; its horns were of one piece with it. And he overlaid it with pure gold, its top and its sides all around, and its horns; and he made a gold molding for it all around. And he made two golden rings for it under its molding, on its two sides — on opposite sides — as holders for poles with which to carry it.  And he made the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold. And he made the holy anointing oil and the pure, fragrant incense of spices, the work of a perfumer. 
More on those bacterial furntiture:

First there is an "organism generator" dubbed Deep Green that would contain a super colony of the bioluminescing bacteria to power other items in the home, like the light-emitting chair called the "jellyfish lounge".

The furniture is designed to rely on light produced by two species of bacteria from the genus Vibrio, the same genus as cholera bacteria. But unlike cholera, Vibrio harveyi and Vibrio fischeri don't cause disease. They live on deep-sea angler fish and squid, and glow to help the sea creatures attract prey. (http://www.abc.net.au/science/news/stories/s1111470.htm)

Some of the Tabernacle teaching is found on many internet sites, but I would recommend 

http://www.domini.org/tabern
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