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Introduction
Let’s look closely today at the 39th chapter of Exodus. For 9 months we have been gestating with the entirety of the book, week by week wondering if such an old book has anything to say to us who live 3,500 years after it was written. And we shouldn’t be surprised that it certainly does still speak. It’s we who often do not listen. 

Today we will discuss obedience in a clear biblical way, so that we can determine how we should keep living long after this short sermon is concluded.

You must have heard it as it was said. Nine times in this chapter and we will see it seven times in the next. The phrase was repeated-- “as the Lord had commanded Moses.” It’s a bit redundant some would say. But I hear it as a musical chorus would repeat and mind, mind and remind the hearer. It’s the refrain that reminds, even as a television commercial or advertising slogan does. Did you hear about the Indian restaurant that is being sued by McDonald’s for using their company logo, the golden arch on a red background along with the phrase “I’m lovin it.” Actually the restaurant up the coast uses a single arch and the phrase ”You’ll love it!” but it’s close enough. Company guards over the McDonald’s corporation watch such infringements closely. The slogan defines the company, at least for a while. Think about it: “oh what a feeling…” What’s next? That’s right, Toyota. Or how about “Good on you Mum.” Tip Top’s the One. Or remember McDonald’s earlier campaign, “You deserve a break today”and LG, “Life’s good.”

So the slogan of chapter 39, the refrain that stays in your ears long after the Torah is put back in the ark, is—“as the Lord commanded Moses.” So what’s the point?

Obedience: Does God have the right to require it?

Throughout our young history as people, although some of us consider ourselves quite mature, we become quite considerable at challenging. What right does the government have to tell me that? What right does the teacher at school have to tell me to do all that homework or to learn those subjects that will never have anything to do with my life? When we were under our parents we argued “Who are you to tell me that I have to do the dishes or to make my bed or to sit still and behave when the Goldbergs come to visit? We grow in this challenge ministry throughout our days.

Here in the text we have seen Moses, early on an exceptional child, with great fortune and esteem, with power and privilege, who chose to give it all up and to be with his Jewish people as a slave. Some of the Jews would have kept the distance as we will see in later books, and even hold certain resentment against the governmental authority resident in Moses. Remember the challenge early on (chapter 2.14) from some who cried, “Who made you a prince or a judge over us?”

Over the last few years according to the text, God had answered that question again and again to the challengers. Moses was God’s man, appointed to lead the 2 million former slaves on an Olympic-sized distance walk through the wilderness to the Land of Promise.

And in a way, as Moses (and his brother Aaron) are attested as God’s authority over the people, a greater question is being answered as well. What right does Moses have, what right does Aaron have… really, what right does God have over us? By answering the smaller question, God is both anticipating and answering the latter one. 

It’s a struggle for us as modern man who lives in the shadow of the Enlightenment when all authority began to be vocally challenged. After the French Revolution, when equality took the place of the Divine Right of Kings, humanity took a serious re-think on the whole authority question.  I wonder if they in the wilderness didn’t have a similar Revolution that had influenced their notions of anti-authoritarianism. I will leave that to the sociologists of another sermon, though.

The Bible makes it clear, to answer my question, that God indeed does have the right to require our obedience. He is the Lord of heaven and earth. He made us and not we ourselves. He was here early on, so He has the eminence, if not the pre-eminence. The bodies of nature, the wind, the sea, the surf at Bondi, the mountains and the gum trees, all bow to the sovereignty of the Almighty. Who are we to stand against Him?  It is the Divine Right of the King of Kings that is without question to all who have eyes to see.

Next month we will celebrate Rosh Hashanah and if there is a major theme of the holiday, it certainly would be the King is on His throne. And if you are a smart subject, you will let Him be the king and you be the loyal subject. Yes, the Bible teaches us that God has the right to require obedience.

Obedience: Do people have the capacity to accomplish it?

A corollary question then seems to follow on from that—does a person have the capacity to do what God requires? That might be obvious to some of you with great self-images, and equally obvious in the negative to those of you without such, but let’s back up from ourselves for a moment and seek a biblical answer. Do you and I have the where with all to accomplish what God requires?

From our text, the artisans, Bezalel and Oholiab and the crews of people who worked with them, in making the gold and silver and purple and bronze furniture and linens and hangings and rods and tents…and all they made, had the capacity. So in our text today, the people (and do you see the apparently confused Moses writing with both singular and plural pronouns, not to confuse but to include? Let me show you, take a look at verse 2 he made, verse 4, they made, verse 6, they made, verse 7 he placed, verse 8, he made, verse 10, they mounted. Get the idea? It’s intentionally confusing or rather inclusive. In other words, by juxtaposing the two thoughts, Moses is saying that the people were as involved as the chief artisans. 

So the he/they who did the work obviously had the capacity to do what they were required. 

And why would God give us requirements if he only wanted to either tease us or shame us with embarrassment? It neither makes sense philosophically or theologically to see God do that to people. What does make sense is the bible’s answer,

For instance: Rom. 16.19 For the report of your obedience has reached to all; therefore I am rejoicing over you, but I want you to be wise in what is good, and innocent in what is evil. Or again

Gen. 49.10  “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, Until Shiloh comes, And to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.

God will have his people obey him and the real method is yet to be shown.

Obedience: What to do with our short-falling

Anyone who knows himself well enough knows he is not really given to perfection. Oh, we might have some among us who are perfectionists, but the reality is that even if we wanted to be perfect, we should be honest with ourselves. We fall short of the desires of our heart. We fail. We don’t love as we ought. We don’t keep all the commands of our teacher or of our parents or of our spouse. We don’t even do the things we have on our to-do list. We according to the Bible, fall short of the glory of God and we sin. Sin is disobedience Sin is lawlessness.

And sad to say, sin is one of the hardest things to admit. Although we have an easier time admitting other people sinning, but for ourselves, do we honestly think we don’t sin? (Gen 4.7, 18.20)

God knows, and everyone else knows, now it’s time for us to admit. Yes, we also sin. (Eccl 7.20, Romans 3.20)

What we do with this fact will change our lives. If we admit our sins, and confess them to God who longs to be in relationship with us, He will forgive us and set us right again. That’s worth all the admission we can do, amen?

Obedience: The purpose is the blessing

At the end of our chapter today we see the purpose of the obedience of the people and the result of the completion of the Tabernacle’s construction. We read, 

And Moses examined all the work and behold, they had done it; just as the LORD had commanded, this they had done. So Moses blessed them. (v. 42)

Remember from chapter 20, the words of Moses, “Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin.” (verse 20) God’s purpose in giving us Torah was for our personal relationship with Him and that we may not sin. This is the greatest thing we could ever have and the greatest exchange we could ever make. 

One final remark from verse 43.

h#DkaDlV;mAh_lD;k_tRa h%RvOm a√r∏Å¥yÅw 
Moses saw the work, but the word is not the usual for work. It’s the word for Gift. Actually from the word for angel, or messenger.  It’s a workmanship or as Michael Card would say (from Ephesians 2.10) the poem. God’s program of building and creating which B and O had done was a gift and a message to the world. It was the gift of acknowledging the powerful presence of God and the need to admit our sins and do things God’s way.  Moses saw it and blessed the people. If you want blessings from God, do what God says in the way God says it. Then and only then can you be sure of His blessing and what else really matters?

Invitation

Let me ask you, then, if you are not yet a believer-- Have you met Y’shua, the One who forgives sins? Do you know His forgiveness extends to all people?  Will you become a follower of Y'shua today? He wants to change you from the inside, and to give you release from your own bondages to sin and self-centeredness. Transfer your sins into him and he will remove them from you. Pray and atonement is secured. Will you welcome God into the Tabernacle of your heart?
I want to offer you the choice to join us, to identify with and confess Y'shua as your Saviour. If you would like to be delivered from your bondage, this time to sin, then pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, [or email me if you are reading this online] so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

__________________________
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Actual Text:

Ex. 39.1 ¶ Moreover, from the blue and purple and scarlet material, they made finely woven garments for ministering in the holy place, as well as the holy garments which were for Aaron, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

Ex. 39.2 ¶ And he made the ephod of gold, and of blue and purple and scarlet material, and fine twisted linen. Then they hammered out gold sheets and cut them into threads to be woven in with the blue and the purple and the scarlet material, and the fine linen, the work of a skillful workman. They made attaching shoulder pieces for the ephod; it was attached at its two upper ends. And the skillfully woven band which was on it was like its workmanship, of the same material: of gold and of blue and purple and scarlet material, and fine twisted linen, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

Ex. 39.6 ¶ And they made the onyx stones, set in gold filigree settings; they were engraved like the engravings of a signet, according to the names of the sons of Israel. And he placed them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, as memorial stones for the sons of Israel, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

Ex. 39.8 ¶ And he made the breastpiece, the work of a skillful workman, like the workmanship of the ephod: of gold and of blue and purple and scarlet material and fine twisted linen. It was square; they made the breastpiece folded double, a span long and a span wide when folded double. And they mounted four rows of stones on it. The first row was a row of ruby, topaz, and emerald; and the second row, a turquoise, a sapphire and a diamond; and the third row, a jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; and the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They were set in gold filigree settings when they were mounted. And the stones were corresponding to the names of the sons of Israel; they were twelve, corresponding to their names, engraved with the engravings of a signet, each with its name for the twelve tribes. And they made on the breastpiece chains like cords, of twisted cordage work in pure gold. And they made two gold filigree settings and two gold rings, and put the two rings on the two ends of the breastpiece. Then they put the two gold cords in the two rings at the ends of the breastpiece. And they put the other two ends of the two cords on the two filigree settings, and put them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod at the front of it. And they made two gold rings and placed them on the two ends of the breastpiece, on its inner edge which was next to the ephod. Furthermore, they made two gold rings and placed them on the bottom of the two shoulder pieces of the ephod, on the front of it, close to the place where it joined, above the woven band of the ephod. And they bound the breastpiece by its rings to the rings of the ephod with a blue cord, that it might be on the woven band of the ephod, and that the breastpiece might not come loose from the ephod, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. Then he made the robe of the ephod of woven work, all of blue; and the opening of the robe was at the top in the center, as the opening of a coat of mail, with a binding all around its opening, that it might not be torn. And they made pomegranates of blue and purple and scarlet material and twisted linen on the hem of the robe. They also made bells of pure gold, and put the bells between the pomegranates all around on the hem of the robe, alternating a bell and a pomegranate all around on the hem of the robe, for the service, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

Ex. 39.27 ¶ And they made the tunics of finely woven linen for Aaron and his sons, and the turban of fine linen, and the decorated caps of fine linen, and the linen breeches of fine twisted linen, and the sash of fine twisted linen, and blue and purple and scarlet material, the work of the weaver, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

Ex. 39.30 ¶ And they made the plate of the holy crown of pure gold, and inscribed it like the engravings of a signet,  “Holy to the LORD.” And they fastened a blue cord to it, to fasten it on the turban above, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

Ex. 39.32 ¶ Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting was completed; and the sons of Israel did according to all that the LORD had commanded Moses; so they did. And they brought the tabernacle to Moses, the tent and all its furnishings: its clasps, its boards, its bars, and its pillars and its sockets; and the covering of rams’ skins dyed red, and the covering of porpoise skins, and the screening veil; the ark of the testimony and its poles and the mercy seat; the table, all its utensils, and the bread of the Presence; the pure gold lampstand, with its arrangement of lamps and all its utensils, and the oil for the light; and the gold altar, and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense, and the veil for the doorway of the tent; the bronze altar and its bronze grating, its poles and all its utensils, the laver and its stand; the hangings for the court, its pillars and its sockets, and the screen for the gate of the court, its cords and its pegs and all the equipment for the service of the tabernacle, for the tent of meeting; the woven garments for ministering in the holy place and the holy garments for Aaron the priest and the garments of his sons, to minister as priests. 

Ex. 39.42 So the sons of Israel did all the work according to all that the LORD had commanded Moses. And Moses examined all the work and behold, they had done it; just as the LORD had commanded, this they had done. So Moses blessed them. 

Some of the Tabernacle teaching is found on many internet sites, but I would recommend 

http://www.domini.org/tabern
From the NIV Commentary on Exodus 20:

1-2 God’s commandments are simply labeled “all these words.” The title “Ten Commandments” comes from Ex 34:28 and Dt 4:13, while Heb 12:19 speaks of “a voice speaking words.” God himself is the speaker and source of these commandments (cf. Dt 5:12-13, 32-33). 


The lawgiver places his law in the environment of grace, for it was his gracious act of redemption and deliverance from Egypt that revealed his name, “the LORD.” The “I” is both emphatic and the subject; “the LORD” is the predicate. The introduction of the Lord’s name at this point brackets both ends of the Exodus event: In Ex 3:14 and 6:2, God tied the promise of his deliverance of Israel from Egypt with his name. Now that that promise had become reality, the Lord proclaimed his name once again. All that the Lord is, says, and does is embodied in this one affirmation: “I am the LORD.” The rest of the statement is one of the great formulas of Scripture, used 125 times to describe the character and graciousness of the Lord. 

3 In the first commandment there is only one difficult expression, the phrase “before / besides me.” Nowhere does this phrase in the Hebrew mean “except me.” It is perhaps best translated, “You shall not prefer other gods to me.” The result, however, is the same: The Lord is the only true God.
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