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Introduction
 Have you been watching those Olympics? I’m so glad it will end on Monday with the Closing Ceremonies. I have many other things I want to do in life and those games just seem to grab me. I’m reminded though of the ancient Greeks who had a race in their Olympic games that was unique. The winner was not the runner who finished first. It was the runner who finished with his torch still lit. [J Stowell said, “I want to run all the way with the flame of my torch still lit for Him.”  [Fan The Flame, J. Stowell, Moody, 1986, p. 32.]]
Today we finish the book of Exodus. For 10 months we have been reading and studying the 2nd book of the Bible and trying to learn what it has to say to us as 21st Century people. And one of the main lessons we can learn this morning is that of finishing what we begin. 

Paula Radcliff, the English marathoner who pulled up short at the 36-kilometre mark is rethinking that finishing thing this week, as is Sally Robbins, the Aussie rower in the crew of Eights who pulled up short before the race was over. Sadly most people will remember these two athletes for what they did not do, rather than all they accomplished on the way there.

We have studied the exit of the Jewish people noted from the Opening Ceremony of Moses being found in the bulrushes, from the starting blocks of Egypt and have seen them begin their first heat,  on that Passover night from Egypt, ending at the instruction centre of Mt Sinai. The question is, ‘will Israel finish the race?’ Will we get the gold medal?” But friends at Beth Messiah, I offer another question which I think is better. Will our torch still be lit at the end?

Let’s turn to our text and speak about the finish of the Tabernacle, and some lessons we can learn for ourselves about coming to conclusions.

90% done is not done

We used to say in team sports or in restaurant clean up that a job was not finished until it was all finished. Usually it came out as “we’re not done until we’re all done” meaning no one could leave early.  The expression, “until the fat lady sings” gives us a sense of hope when we are behind or losing a contest, and it certainly well describes the reality about which I’m speaking. Making the Tabernacle was one thing; putting it to use and using it correctly are quite different, albeit conclusive.

Listen to these words (my highlighting) from our text (from verse 2 and following)

You shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting.  And you shall place the ark of the testimony there, and you shall screen the ark with the veil. And you shall bring in the table and arrange what belongs on it; and you shall bring in the lamp stand and mount its lamps.   And you shall set the altar of burnt offering in front of the doorway of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. And you shall set the laver between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it.

It’s not just what Bezalel and Oholiab were able to do in the building of the furniture and the equipment for the Mishkan. Now it’s Moses’ job to see to the conclusion, to make sure that things got set up correctly and used correctly. Before Lenny Kravitz sang it, Yogi Berra, the US baseballer is first to be quoted as saying, “It ain’t over till it’s over.” 

Of course we have to be careful of jumping to conclusions.

Shmuel was driving home late one night when he picked up a hitchhiker. As they rode along, he began to be suspicious of his passenger. Shmuel checked to see if his wallet was safe in the pocket of his coat that was on the seat between them, but it wasn't there! So he slammed on the brakes, ordered the hitchhiker out, and said, "Hand over the wallet immediately!" The frightened hitchhiker handed over a wallet, and Shmuel drove off. When he arrived home, he started to tell his wife about the experience, but she interrupted him, saying, "Before I forget, Shmuel, do you know that you left your wallet at home this morning?"  [Our Daily Bread, Oct. 2, 1992.]

Jumping to conclusions will often make for bad falls. Amen?
Anointing is part of the readying

But then it goes beyond the natural filling of the water tank and the arrangements of the bread on the table. Now God tells Moses to do some serious anointing of things and people. In other words, making the clothing was significant. Then getting dressed is next on the program. But if all we are as priests is dressed up, we might as well have been priests in a child’s game of ‘dress up’ and not be real at all. Going through the motions won’t help the players or the audience. We have to be authentic in our being and in our doing.  So here God tells Moses to finish the preparation stage with a confidence in the Almighty. He tells Moses (.16) to anoint

1) The Tabernacle (.9)

2) All that is in it (.9)

3) Altar of burnt offering (10)

4) All its utensils (10)

5) Laver and its stand (11)

6) Aaron and his sons (13, 15)

This is a comprehensive anointing of things and people so that nothing is left out. God wants everything under His control and under His provision. We are safest when we are most protected by the One who can seal us in His love and care. 

What was ‘anointing?’  It was a ceremony, much like we do in the healing line during Amidah prayers here, to signify something else. That is, oil will do a little, but what is behind it is even greater. 

From the NIV commentary: 
“It is generally agreed that the anointing oil typifies the Holy Spirit. When kings were anointed, the Holy Spirit came on them (1Sa 10:1-6; 16:13). The word “messiah”  (Ajy∞IvDm) comes from the Hebrew word for “anoint” (D; jvDm), and the work of Messiah began with such an anointing of the Holy Spirit. There is no statement in the OT as to why oil typified the Holy Spirit. Oil was widely used in lamps. As the lamp burned, the oil seemed to vanish into the air. Such a connection of oil and air possibly may have made the typology natural in the Hebrew culture. The Hebrew word ruach means either “spirit” or “wind, air, breath.” The seven-branched lamp stand, perpetually fed with oil, is called a symbol of the Spirit in the OT (Zech 4:2-6, cf. Isaiah 11.1-5)”

So we see that the priests and the items in the Tabernacle and the Tabernacle itself were all called to be anointed. Some kind of ceremony occurred, whether public or private, we do not know, that caused Moses to splash some oil on his brother and nephews, and on the goods to be put into holy use. It was a sacred moment. It was a sacred calling. Let us never diminish the use of our goods, or the use of the common things, here at Beth Messiah like drum sets or wine glasses or tambourines or bibles or Gospel tracts or kitchenware at home or the things to which God has called you. Let me be very clear: there are things in sanctuary use that should be regarded with honor. The sanctuary itself should be so revered. And the people whom God has called to his service should be set apart for special purposes. 

All the while we say that, we must also know that the things of religion are not the only ‘holy’ things that exist. God has all things available to Him and wants all things to honor him. That means that your school papers and your clothing you wear, the way you drive and the activities you perform at ‘secular’ work are all possibly anointable by the Almighty. In the book of the Revelation we read, “because of Thy will they existed, and were created.” (4.11). What is this that is referenced, “God created all things” the verse earlier says. Whatever is, can be used by God to demonstrate His glory.  I say this not to diminish the holy things in the Sanctuary, but to raise secular things to new levels. Everything you can do, you can do to God’s purposes and for His honor.  What we do and what we use here at Beth Messiah are reflective of a greater teaching of respect and honor. The lesser leads to the greater.

Our finishing leads to God’s anointing

One of the corollaries of today’s lesson should be although we are responsible to finish what God tells us, (Did you see the 7x usage of the biblical phrase, “as the Lord commanded Moses?”) that it still isn’t quite over. Verse 33 tells us Moses finished the work. Then verse 34 shows us that God will do something commensurate to the task.  We read, “Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.”

How awesome is our God to honor our construction with his presence and his anointing. It’s one thing to get some oil on the head from Moses; it’s quite another to be a glory-filled Tabernacle.

One thing is sure, when you go into a room that is filled with glory you will be disoriented. Things are not normal. We read about firemen who fight a fire in the local apartment block. If the smoke is too thick, they cannot even find the largest of men lying on the floor before them. Haze like we saw on the news at the airport Wednesday morning, which grounded airplanes, is similar. We cannot move with assurance; we cannot travel as if things were normal when the cloud is thick. 

So we read in verse 35 that “Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle.” Spirit filling is often disorienting and upsetting. When God takes over, things are not as usual. It’s not business as usual. It’s business as required. It’s ‘about my father’s business.’ It’s a whole new ball game.

Remember the words of Y’shua who taught us in two gospel accounts that the one who did what he was supposed to and who knew the Master well heard these words. “Well done, good and faithful slave, for you were faithful with a few things. I will put you in charge of many things, enter in the joy of your master.” (Matt. 25.21, 23; Luke 19.17) When we are done, we will hear the words of satisfaction of the Master. When we are finished with all our service for Him in the end, we will hear those words of gratitude and shared honor. 

Unlike the conclusion of Exodus, where we see the continuing ministry of the cloud, anticipated throughout the wilderness wandering of our people, with GPS accuracy, then we will be finished, and then we will enter into the Sanctuary in Heaven where no rust or thieves or moths will ruin any of our work or any of the workers. God’s glory will fill the Temple there and we will celebrate forever. Awesome, eh?

Summary

Here are some lessons I see in our text and maybe you can add some to your own list as well.

1) Finishing a job gives you a greater sense of satisfaction than even having a job

2) Human enterprise allows for human praise; divine enterprise might actually bring God’s gladness and rejoicing and that’s worth everything we can give it

3) Finishing might require your doing something when no one notices. That’s when it really matters.

4) Jumping to conclusions makes for a harsh landing

Invitation

Let me ask you, then, if you are not yet a believer-- Have you met Y’shua, the One who forgives sins? Do you know His forgiveness extends to all people?  Will you become a follower of Y'shua today? He wants to change you from the inside, and to give you release from your own bondages to sin and self-centeredness. Transfer your sins into him and he will remove them from you. Pray and atonement is secured. Will you welcome God into the Tabernacle of your heart?
I want to offer you the choice to join us, to identify with and confess Y'shua as your Saviour. If you would like to be delivered from your bondage, this time to sin, then pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, [or email me if you are reading this online] so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

__________________________
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Actual Text:

Ex. 40.1 ¶ Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  “On the first day of the first month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting.  And you shall place the ark of the testimony there, and you shall screen the ark with the veil. And you shall bring in the table and arrange what belongs on it; and you shall bring in the lamp stand and mount its lamps. Moreover, you shall set the gold altar of incense before the ark of the testimony, and set up the veil for the doorway to the tabernacle. And you shall set the altar of burnt offering in front of the doorway of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. And you shall set the laver between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it.  And you shall set up the court all around and hang up the veil for the gateway of the court. Then you shall take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it, and shall consecrate it and all its furnishings; and it shall be holy. And you shall anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and consecrate the altar; and the altar shall be most holy. And you shall anoint the laver and its stand, and consecrate it. 

Ex. 40.12 Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the doorway of the tent of meeting and wash them with water. And you shall put the holy garments on Aaron and anoint him and consecrate him, that he may minister as a priest to Me. And you shall bring his sons and put tunics on them; and you shall anoint them even as you have anointed their father, that they may minister as priests to Me; and their anointing shall qualify them for a perpetual priesthood throughout their generations.” 

Ex. 40.16 Thus Moses did; according to all that the LORD had commanded him, so he did. 

Ex. 40.17 ¶ Now it came about in the first month of the second year, on the first day of the month, that the tabernacle was erected. And Moses erected the tabernacle and laid its sockets, and set up its boards, and inserted its bars and erected its pillars. And he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent on top of it, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. Then he took the testimony and put it into the ark, and attached the poles to the ark, and put the mercy seat on top of the ark. And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, and set up a veil for the screen, and screened off the ark of the testimony, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. 

Ex. 40.22 Then he put the table in the tent of meeting, on the north side of the tabernacle, outside the veil. And he set the arrangement of bread in order on it before the LORD, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. Then he placed the lamp stand in the tent of meeting, opposite the table, on the south side of the tabernacle. And he lighted the lamps before the LORD, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. Then he placed the gold altar in the tent of meeting in front of the veil; and he burned fragrant incense on it, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. Then he set up the veil for the doorway of the tabernacle. And he set the altar of burnt offering before the doorway of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, and offered on it the burnt offering and the meal offering, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. And he placed the laver between the tent of meeting and the altar, and put water in it for washing. And from it Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their feet. When they entered the tent of meeting, and when they approached the altar, they washed, just as the LORD had commanded Moses. And he erected the court all around the tabernacle and the altar, and hung up the veil for the gateway of the court. Thus Moses finished the work. 

Ex. 40.34 ¶ Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. And throughout all their journeys whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the sons of Israel would set out; but if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out until the day when it was taken up. For throughout all their journeys, the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel. 
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