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"Salvation belongs to our God"
 [For those online, there is the text of Scripture at the end]

Introduction

 You know the old graffiti outside the city mission building where derelicts and homeless find their soup and supply for the day? The signage outside in neon lights reads “Jesus saves.” And next to that, written by a Jewish humorist is scribbled, “Moses invests.”

Honestly for most Jewish people the idea of salvation is very foreign. We don’t know about it. We care even less about it, certainly less than our Gentile Christian neighbors. Biblically, that’s another matter, of course, but generally speaking, we Jews have made salvation a thing of national and political interest and not the belly-button-gazing, ultra-personal concern of the Christians. 

Today as we continue our study of the little letter of First Peter, we will see that this notion of salvation so consumes the Jewish apostle that it actually helped him carry through an enormous amount of suffering and pain, and he wanted that for each of us as well. Last week we began studying this book, noting that salvation brings hope and joy. Today we will continue that look, with salvation’s witnesses and the new way of life God wants us to enjoy…learning all the while how to live in this foreign land.
Witnesses to the salvation of God

 Verse four tells us we are born again into something that is superlative. He calls it born “into an inheritance.” Believers are born again not only to a hope but also to the inheritance that is the substance of the hope. The inheritance is eternal—in its nature (it is not subject to decay) and in its preservation (it is long lasting). Even as Paul the apostle uses contrasts in his letters to help us bear up under suffering, so Peter does here. You think, he says, you have it bad… it won’t last. You want something that will last? It’s the inheritance of the saints. Sounds like a salesman on a tv commercial, doesn’t it? Only in this case, it’s the Truth of the Almighty.

Let’s turn now to the text for today-- from verse 10. The witnesses of this salvation are called to the stand. It’s almost a trial, whose outcome Rene Rivkin and Pauline Hanson would have preferred. It’s the trial of the prophets who talked about this salvation and the Messiah from the ancient Jewish past. Peter invites them to tell us something about this messianic life. 

Peter says, “the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful search and inquiry, 

seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.   It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven — things into which angels long to look.”

The prophets looked at the possibilities. They studied what others had said. They talked to God. They were not only talking about the times in which they lived. They spoke about last days things. And in the end, Peter says, they determined that the Messiah would suffer and die, and they announced the Gospel of Jesus. 

That’s a shocking conclusion, isn’t it? 

Peter avers that the Jewish Bible, filled with predictions and statements of the men of God from a thousand years before, was an arrow that points to the death of Jesus on Calvary and that all of us should know that. He says that the prophets didn’t know when or how this would take place, but that is surely would take place. 

A word about tenses

You will notice regularly in this letter the sweeping use of the times. Peter alludes to prophets in the past making inquiry. God spoke to them in the past. They predicted things in our present. Angles look in the present and cannot find out these things. This impacts our future view and our current situation. We know what is ahead for us, thus we live in the difficulties of today. See it’s a bit confusing, no? 

I see Peter as an energetic enthusiast for his views. He wants to help the believers scattered in the diaspora with this information. Look backwards, he says. They knew this was coming. Look around you, there are others who are suffering along with you. Look forward, there is a better day ahead. 

Back to the prophets. What is he referencing? What prophets discussed and announced the sufferings of messiah? (pause) Isaiah of course. Daniel. Hosea. Moses. Zechariah, David. And  maybe even some of the NT fellows Matthew and Luke and John. [  e.g., Gen. 3; Ps 22; Isa 52:13-53:12; Zec 9:9-10;  Daniel 9.24-27; 13:7; Hos. 6.1-3; Mt 16:21-23; 17:22; 20:19; Lk 24:26,46; Jn 2:19; Ac 3:17-21]

Peter takes us back to the Bible to learn of the death and future glory of Messiah. Let’s just look at one of those. Psalm 22. No one knew when this would take place. 

Psalm 22

Psa. 22:1 ¶ My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me? Far from my deliverance are the words of my groaning.

This most recognizable introduction to the psalm reminds us of someone pleading with the Almighty, someone who feels far from God, and yet with a great passion and relationship to Him. 

We know it as the words of Jesus on the cross; David would have prayed this, at various times. Eli eli, lama azavtani.
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Psa. 22:12 Many bulls have surrounded me; Strong bulls of Bashan have encircled me. 

Psa. 22:13 They open wide their mouth at me, As a ravening and a roaring lion

This same phrase “open wide” is used in Isaiah’s commentary in chapter 57 where it is used of mockery in

Is. 57:4  “Against whom do you jest? Against whom do you open wide your mouth And stick out your tongue? Are you not children of rebellion, Offspring of deceit,”

The scene which David sees in the future is one of ridicule and antagonism against someone who is in a really close relationship with the Lord.

Psa. 22:14 I am poured out like water, And all my bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax; It is melted within me. 

Psa. 22:15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And my tongue cleaves to my jaws; And Thou dost lay me in the dust of death.

The scene makes me thirsty just reading about it. Dried up strength, tongue wishing for water and dust of death makes me know there is no hope for water anywhere. The only water there is, is this servant who is poured out like water is, but he cannot find any to satisfy himself. His bones are out of joint, though not broken, and the melted wax imagery for the heart makes me know he cares for those doing him harm.

Psa. 22:16 For dogs have surrounded me; A band of evildoers has encompassed me; They pierced my hands and my feet.

Dogs are the ancient term in Israel for non-Jews. They surround the suffering one and are like a pack of wolves in anger. This is no movie. This is reality for the one clinging to the dust of death.

They pierce his hands and feet? Unbelievable. Crucifixion had not been invented yet, not until the Romans came along hundreds of years later. The methods of death by torture in the time of King David were limited, but the Romans took them much further. Nailing a man to a cross by affixing the pins in his hands and feet—this is a cruelty that is beyond the pale. 

Some argue that the Hebrew here is not to be translated as piercing hands and feet. They argue from wishfulness and not from exactness. 
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Whoever is being addressed or who is addressing, will know something of a crucifixion. His hands and feet will be pierced. No wonder Peter says, “seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.”

Psa. 22:17 I can count all my bones. They look, they stare at me; 

Psa. 22:18 They divide my garments among them, And for my clothing they cast lots.
 Jesus’ clothes were the source of pleasure for the gamblers under his cross. They used his robe as a kitty, a pool for their tipping. 

The bones image is real. He can count them all, meaning not one was broken. How significant this is in light of the perfection required for the Jewish sacrifice. Jesus fulfilled it all. He would die for us and bear our sins.

But that’s not all. Peter says that the suffering would also have glories. Listen to King David as he continues in the psalm.

Psa. 22:22 ¶ I will tell of Thy name to my brethren; In the midst of the assembly I will praise Thee. 

After suffering the ignominious death by crucifixion, the suffering one will tell of God’s name to others. He will rise again. We see this in Hosea’s words and Isaiah’s words as well. 

The confidence Peter wants us to have is in the prophets and thus in what they said about Jesus. Also if he suffered and rose again, then in your suffering, you too can rise. Your suffering is not eternal. You will win. You will have victory. You will find eternity soon.
Summary

In a way, Peter is writing to the insiders. He is telling them that although angels and ancient prophets do God’s work, they didn’t have the same understanding you do. What a fascinating idea! I can hear the child’s sing-song taunt, “I know something you don’t know.” But Peter is not saying this to encourage pride or taunting. He is saying that since you know this great salvation of our God, you ought to be thankful. You ought to rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. Angles miss some of it; prophets had clues but not exact precision. You have it all! Enjoy the Lord. Enjoy the salvation God brings. 

Jesus saves, indeed!

Here are some things I see as we conclude, and you can add your thoughts to your own list.

1) The Jewish prophets predicted the messiah’s death and resurrection hundreds of years before Jesus was born in Bethlehem

2) Salvation is not to be taunted as irrelevant to us Jewish people, rather it is the purpose of the Lord for all people

3) Someone has to preach this gospel, this salvation, so that others can hear. I think we should all be preachers to those we love and know.
Invitation
Actual Text

1Pet. 1:1 ¶ Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen

1Pet. 1:2 according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, that you may obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: May grace and peace be yours in fullest measure. 

1Pet. 1:3 ¶ Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

1Pet. 1:4 to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

1Pet. 1:5 who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

1Pet. 1:6 In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 

1Pet. 1:7 that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 

1Pet. 1:8 and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 

1Pet. 1:9 obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls. 

1Pet. 1:10 As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful search and inquiry, 

1Pet. 1:11 seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. 

1Pet. 1:12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven — things into which angels long to look. 

1Pet. 1:13 ¶ Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

1Pet. 1:14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 

1Pet. 1:15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 

1Pet. 1:16 because it is written,  “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

1Pet. 1:17 And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each man’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth; 

1Pet. 1:18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 

1Pet. 1:19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 

1Pet. 1:20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you

1Pet. 1:21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

1Pet. 1:22 ¶ Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 

1Pet. 1:23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God. 

1Pet. 1:24 For,  “All flesh is like grass, And all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, And the flower falls off, 

1Pet. 1:25 But the word of the Lord abides forever.  “And this is the word which was preached to you. 

