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"Built together into a holy temple"
 [For those online, there is the text of Scripture at the end]

Introduction

We are studying the book of 1 Peter. Let’s talk about the author for a moment. Peter’s nickname is a bit ironic. His given name was Simon, translated as one who hears. His full name Shimon bar Jonah. Son of Jonah. We have at other times discussed his deeds in following Y’shua and specifically in doing what his ancestor Jonah failed to do, that is, going to the Gentiles and telling them about the living God. He heard Messiah; he followed Messiah; he proclaimed Messiah.

. Warren Wiersbe comments on Peter and his feet. “At one time Peter had wayward feet, but Andrew brought him to Jesus. And then one night Peter had some wet feet because he was walking on the water. Then he had washed feet when Jesus knelt before him and washed his feet (John 13). He had wandering feet when he denied the Lord. In the book of Acts, he had willing feet. "How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace" (Rom 10:15). What kind of feet do you have?  “[Something Happens When Churches Pray, p.104. ]

But it’s his nickname that is curious to me today. The nickname: Peter. And for those who know the Greek language, petros means pebble or little rock. It’s not a great big boulder. It’s not a substantial item that would block anything. It might be the kind of thing that would fall off the sculpture when the master artisan is chipping away at the stone. It’s a little annoyance at times if it’s in your shoe. The pebble is not grand. It requires others to even make a bit of a difference in the world. 

And it’s this image that I want you to ponder today. The image of the insignificant pebble linked with others, that might even be noticed and might be useful in paving a footpath or making a mighty structure. One by one, we are useful and useable. One by one we gain strength. One by one we accomplish; one by one we mount up.

We’ve been discussing, in this epistle of 1 Peter, the identity of the people of God and the new life Y’shua brings us. First we saw the life of holiness and now we turn to reverence and genuine love.  Then we will switch to the argument of the Chosen priesthood that we as believers all are. Peter is a good one to discuss all this as he worked it through in his personal life. And each of us must work this through for ourselves as well.

 A life of reverence

We are called to be holy for God is holy. We spoke about that last time, that God will conform us to his image as we seek him with all our hearts. But so often we think it’s within us to conjure it up. Maybe it’s the result of so much ‘you can do it’ philosophy which is peddled in the world of TV and from our teachers and parents. The position of encouragement is not to be minimized, but it is to be countered with this argument

“Hence total depravity does not mean debauchery, sensuality or criminality, but simply destitution of spiritual life. The great salient fact of redemption focalizes in total depravity. Whenever you ignore the utter ruin of humanity by the fall and the perfect redemption of Christ, you are adrift, compassless and chartless, on the boundless ocean of skepticism.” [Commentary on Peter, by Rev WB Godbey, AM]

I believe that we are spiritually dead and that’s the great miracle of being born again. We cannot reform ourselves, although we can try. We cannot repair ourselves to give ourselves the new life God wants us to have. Although it’s a noble and often valiant concern.  Often when a man first hears about God and the requirements of the Almighty, he moves into reformation mode or self-renewal mode. We quit smoking; we try to lose weight; we work on our language misuse. And those around us will no doubt appreciate this, but it’s not the renewal of God, it’s only reformation. 

Regrets also accompany this reformation. And that’s good in itself, but regret and reformation are not enough to change us and give us the renewal of God. It’s totally beyond us to gain what God wants us to have. I want you to feel this incapacity. Otherwise you won’t experience the joy of the salvation that God gives us without payment. 

See it in verse 14? 14. “As children of obedience.” This phrase is a Hebraism, and means the highest order of obedience to God. “Not being fashioned after your former lusts in ignorance.” This recognizes the complete and radical revolution of the entire practical life, which can only result from a total internal transformation of spirit and mind. [Godbey on Peter]

It’s not reformation but transformation. It’s not self-repair; it’s eternal and external and internal rearrangement of priorities and person. It’s not what you see on TV on those ultimate makeover shows which only deal with nose and breast jobs, but it’s the inner person of the heart that gets a new life. This is only doable by the Almighty and is part and parcel of the New Covenant that only Y’shua can bring to a person.

No wonder then Peter calls the reformation of the person before meeting Y’shua a “Futile” way of life. Your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 

1Pet. 1.19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. And no wonder he commends the blood of Y’shua as the only means of salvation.
When evangelist John Wesley (1703-1791) was returning home from a service one night, he was robbed. The thief, however, found his victim to have only a little money and some Christian literature. As the bandit was leaving, Wesley called out, "Stop! I have something more to give you." The surprised robber paused. "My friend," said Wesley, "you may live to regret this sort of life. If you ever do, here's something to remember: 'The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin!'" The thief hurried away, and Wesley prayed that his words might bear fruit. 

Years later, Wesley was greeting people after a Sunday service when he was approached by a stranger. What a surprise to learn that this visitor, now a believer in Christ as a successful businessman, was the one who had robbed him years before! "I owe it all to you," said the transformed man. "Oh no, my friend," Wesley exclaimed, "not to me, but to the precious blood of Christ that cleanses us from all sin!"   [Our Daily Bread, October 1, 1994.]

So God gives us a new life and it’s a life of reverence to the Lord and one in which God is working in us to do and to believe and to walk with Him.

A life of genuine love

Since the Lord has found us and rescued from self-living, we are to love one another Peter says. This is sounding like a chip off the old block, isn’t it? Jesus made sure we understood this in his final Passover instructions to us. He taught us in John 13 to ‘love one another’. (Three times in that text).

Love is what makes the world go round. Love is a many splendored thing. If you can’t be with the one you love, honey, love the one you’re with. All you need is love. L-o-v-e love.  Type in ‘love’ in your browser and tens of thousands of websites will be found. Type in love.com and a website will match you with your perfect mate. Ah, love, so easy to type, so hard to find. 

I was a hippie and we certainly talked a lot about love, but we failed in the doing of it. Ours was a peace, love, sex, rock and roll generation, but love is cheap in that context.

But no greater love is out there than one who dies for his friends, and that’s Y’shua’s action on the cross. It’s the love that God demonstrated for us in that day in April about 2000 years ago on a Passover celebration in Jerusalem, which hallmarks the power of God and the embrace of the love of God.

And Peter understood that. Peter experienced that forgiveness. Peter wants his readers to know this. Peter wants you to experience this.

No wonder he says “Having purified your souls in obedience the truth unto brotherly love free from hypocrisy, love one another with divine love fervently out of the heart, having been born again not of corruptible seed, but incorruptible, through the Word of God, who liveth and abideth.”
If you have felt this love, share this love. If you have known forgiveness, extend it to others. Pass on the Word of God to others since it is alive and remains. You have been born again, now live it out. Live in genuine love, Peter says. And make sure it’s based on the Lord’s love for you, not on some romantic idea of love from Victorian times or some sexual style of the late 20th Century or some cosmic advise show from a 902 telephone number advisor. It’s from the theology of God’s love and the cross of Y’shua. He died for you, pass it on.

25. While this world with its emoluments and aggrandizement is fleeting as the falling leaf and fading flower, Peter reminds us that the Word of the Lord, the glorious Gospel, which it is our heaven-born privilege to proclaim to a dying world, will abide forever, judging us and all mankind when we stand before the flaming tribunal. [Commentary on Peter, Rev. W. B. Godbey, A.M.]

A chosen priesthood

A priest is a religious person who has been trained. Now Peter says you are all a priestly caste and your beginnings are found in the blood of Y’shua, now like a flower, now like a baby. He switches images faster than a McDonald’s commercial on TV, but follow him; it’s worth it. We were born again not with money but with blood. AS newborn babes, desire to grow with milk. The milk is the Scriptures. And by the reading of the Bible and believing and practicing it, you will become mature. And your life will not only be singular and passive but corporate and active. You will accomplish great things, together.

No wonder this rocky pebble switches imagery to the building of the Temple. From all locations rocks were gathered and shaped into a building for God. So says Little Pebble Petros, the author of the book, God has chosen me and you and you to make a building for His own purposes. The Tabernacle was a glorious place of commonness in the wilderness. The Temple was grand in its splendour but lacking in Divinity. God says through Peter here that we are all born again, growing in milk, and now built into a spiritual temple where God can dwell. That’s what we at Beth Messiah are about. That’s what your local church is about. We are all growing into a representative of God’s purposes and His plan and more than that… to have the living presence of the Almighty within us. As a pebble we can do a little bit. As a blade of grass we can have an appearance, but as a built building or a lawn of shared grass, we can be majestic and show forth the excellencies of the Lord. Get it? We need one another, and we need to love one another. It’s simple. It’s right. It’s God’s plan.

Want to join us?

We are designed to be priesthood and we will speak more on that next week. What service do priests perform? Where do they do this? When? How? That’s what we will begin to investigate next Shabbat. Until then, have a good week.

Summary
Here are some things I see as we conclude, and you can add your thoughts to your own list.

1) Commitment to the theology of Grace is requisite for understanding our relationship with the Lord

2) Salvation is not to be taunted as irrelevant to us Jewish people, rather it is the purpose of the Lord for all people

3) Someone has to preach this gospel, this salvation, so that others can hear. I think we should all be preachers to those we love and know.
4) We need one another
5) New life received requires new life to be shared
Actual Text
1Pet. 1.13 ¶ Therefore, gird your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

1Pet. 1.14 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 

1Pet. 1.15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 

1Pet. 1.16 because it is written,  “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

1Pet. 1.17 And if you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each man’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay upon earth; 

1Pet. 1.18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 

1Pet. 1.19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 

1Pet. 1.20 For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you

1Pet. 1.21 who through Him are believers in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

1Pet. 1.22 ¶ Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 

1Pet. 1.23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God. 

1Pet. 1.24 For,  “All flesh is like grass, And all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, And the flower falls off, 

1Pet. 1.25 But the word of the Lord abides forever.  “And this is the word which was preached to you.

1Pet. 2.1 ¶ Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 

1Pet. 2.2 like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 

1Pet. 2.3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 

1Pet. 2.4 And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God, 

1Pet. 2.5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

1Pet. 2.6 For this is contained in Scripture:  “Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, And he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed.” 

1Pet. 2.7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve,  “The stone which the builders rejected, This became the very corner stone,” 

1Pet. 2.8 and,  “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed. 

1Pet. 2.9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

1Pet. 2.10 for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

