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Introduction

 We begin a New Year in about a week. The year will be 5764. Rosh Hashanah ushers in the 10 Days of Awe and if nothing else, the days before not only anticipate this, but also teach us of the relevance and importance of repentance. Not that we want to ponder that much. We are after all Aussies and we generally think she'll be right and no worries, mate, and there's nothing really to acknowledge as wrong about us. We should give everyone a 'fair go', isn't that right? There are plenty of problems in the world, even in our world, we might say, and there are people to blame, but one thing is certain-----they aren't me!

But Judaism and the Bible teach something quite different. It teaches that man is sinful and separated from God. It teaches that the way back is costly and that the cost is a sacrifice. It teaches us to draw near to God in hope that he will forgive us. Once we do that, we can truly experience newness of life.

So we read in today's lesson from the little book of 1 Peter.

The earlier reading has informed us to be holy and that we are a holy priesthood of people who are called to serve others.  Now in today's lesson we read about the call to be humble and to be downrapped, that is, to be maligned and mistreated, to suffer without cause, even as our Messiah did.  Peter will quote from the prophets for justification for this conclusion. It's always good to look to the Bible for redemptive thinking and solid hypotheses and conclusions.
The priesthood... some questions (.9-.10)

Who, what, when, how...these are questions for the journalists, and for us as we ponder Peter's words that we are a chosen and royal something. It's called priesthood. Whatever else priests do, they mediate. They stand in the gap and relate to the deity and the people. So we as God's people are called to mediate between God and the lost world of Sydney, of Australia, of the Asian Pacific, and worldwide. Who does this? The people of God, as one. We stand shoulder to shoulder to do this, bringing God's message to the world.

Verse 11 urges us as aliens to do this priesthood ministry. If you were with us in the Genesis teaching series, you know that from the beginning of time, way back in the Garden of Eden, that God created mankind outside the Garden and then moved him in. Then when we fell by disobedience, we were removed to outside the garden, exiled, aliens if you will, and our struggle to get back to the Garden (to quote Joni Mitchell) is what religion and philosophy and the development of society has been about ever since. We are aliens. Well said, Peter.

Back to our journo questions. Regarding the message, what is this? It's a life-changing message. Now some admit they don't want their life changed, thank you very much. Fair enough. But for others, who do, this is a message of hope and joy. I told a Jewish man this week in an email who was thinking about Jesus something I'll share with you. He sounded like a child of the 60s who told me in no uncertain terms that he wanted peace and sunshine and flowers and niceness, and didn't like it when I spoke about sacrifices and blood. His imagery helped me.  I wrote him back that God wanted him to enjoy the pleasure of the park, with sunshine and flowers. But the problem is that his park also has broken glass and poor soil and needs attention. Someone has to admit there is a problem, go in and clean up the dangerous items, clear it of wrong items, and give attention to the garden, making it a beautiful place for everyone to use.  We need our landscape fixed!

Peter has made the point over and over. It's the Word of God that is our message. It's the word that is able to save our souls. It's God's clear communication to mankind that must be welcomed and proclaimed. This is foundational.

When does a priest work? When the person or society needs it, not at the convenience of the priest. Peter is teaching us from his own life, having watched Y'shua minister to crowds at very inconvenient times, having seen Messiah give of himself when it appeared that he was totally drained. A priesthood serves at the timing of the people, not from the comfort of the priest. Brothers and sisters, give to one another in love and show forth the excellencies of Him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

How shall we do so? That's what Peter teaches us in the next section. Our responsibilities as people of God, as priests of God are firstly to believe right and to behave right. And the specific behaviours Peter teaches are also in order. First regarding our character and manner, and then and only then, secondarily as actions. Attitude always precedes actions. Evidence the little boy in synagogue who is jumping all around during the sermon. The father leans over to the boy and tells him to sit down. This war goes on for a few moments, when the boy submits to his father's wishes. The boy whispers fairly loudly, "I'm doing what you said, I'm sitting, but inside I'm still standing up!" Here is an obvious situation of diplomacy gone mad and of a child doing actions without attitude. It's backwards at best and dead wrong at worst.

So let's look at the attitudes Peter considers.

Biblical attitudes (.11-12)

 This might surprise you. The first attribute that Peter mentions is not late in verse 11; it's the first word. It's beloved. I believe that Peter addresses the believers here, the ones who will not stumble but rather be part of the building of the Rock, as a beloved people. We always operate from a position of what is sown, is what you will be sowing. In other words, what we have received is what we will give. If you are mistreated at home, you will mistreat others. If you have an abusing parent or two, if one is an alcoholic, the general tendency of societies is that you will be a replicate. So, Peter makes it clear. You are to love, because you are beloved. God chooses you. He cares about you. Live in that attitude and gratitude. Enjoy life with God.

The second attitude is one you would expect. He says, "Abstaining from fleshly lusts." First, we must deny ourselves. When you hear fleshly lusts, don't immediately let your mind go to the movie theater. But don't avoid thinking about that as well. It's much bigger than sexual immorality, although it includes that. The Greek term may be translated "renounce your natural impulses." This is a term well-familiar in secular Greek thought. These impulses are merely natural, "physical in motivation and intent, centered on self-preservation and material well-being."  (1 Peter, Ramsay Nichols, Word Biblical Commentary, page 116)

If we give ourselves to natural physical self-preserving self-interest, we will not be compassionate towards those outside our world, nor considerate of those who might threaten our well-being. Hence Y'shua taught the parable of the Good Samaritan as a direct contrast to that false notion of self-interest.

Biblical behaviour (.12-20)

Now Peter moves to the behaviour module. He teaches us for the next couple chapters about life in the service lane. We are priests who are to serve others even as a slave serves his master.

He first teaches us in the general terms of verse 13. Submit to governments and institutions, and then to kings and masters. He lives in a horrific and imperial situation with Roman occupying forces around him. So don't tell Peter that things are worse off today. If anything they are better. Even so, his advise—no, his admonition is for us to have a noble lifestyle, to honour all men and serve the king. All this he says is 'fearing God.' Y'shua taught that if we think we love God, we must love our neighbour as evidence of such.

Specifically he begins with the servant/slave class. He is encouraging them to good deeds, such that when they are maligned, that they will have a good testimony among the people. Did that happen? Does it yet happen today? Certainly. Good living is ridiculed in the office. Ned Flanders is the odd-man-out on the TV show, The Simpsons. Living a moral lifestyle and as the Bible calls it 'above reproach" is mocked in society. "Loosen up a bit' they will tell you. But God says, stay focused on God and live clean. No matter what they say then, it will not matter. And they will accuse themselves if they lie about you.  Clean living is another way to testify of Jesus in your life.
Messiah our great example  (.21-.25)

Peter explores the sufferings of the Messiah. The preeminent biblical passage on the suffering of the Messiah is Isaiah’s fourth Servant Song (Isa 52:13-53:12). Peter quotes Isa 53:9 to stress the submission of the innocent Sufferer. Other echoes of Isa 53 sound in the next verses [: 53:12 in v.24a; 53:5 in v.24b; 53:6 in v. 25.] Throughout his earthly ministry, Y'shua was reviled (cf. Mt 11:19; 26:67; 27:30, 39-44; Mk 3:22). In all these situations, he was ever the patient sufferer who was able to control his tongue. He committed his case to the heavenly Judge whom he trusted to give a just judgment.

Peter states that Y'shua was patient and innocent. Moreover, his sufferings for us are indeed expiatory and substitutionary. He did no sin (v. 22) and he “bore our sins” (v. 24; cf. Jn 1:29). The exact figure of bearing sins is not clear. It may be a reference to the scapegoat (Lev 16), to other Levitical sacrifices (cf. Lev 14:20; Isa 53:12), or to the basic ideas involved in the sacrificial system. The location of the expiatory offering was “in his body on the tree” (cf. Dt 21:23; Gal 3:13; Col 1:22). The purpose of Christ’s death on the cross is to produce new life in the believer. By means of it, all those who come to him end their old life and begin a new one devoted to righteousness (cf. Ro 6:1-14, 18-19; 2Co 5:14-15; Gal 2:20; 6:14).


“By his wounds you have been healed” is Peter’s application of this precious truth from Isaiah to Christian slaves who had received lashes unjustly. Formerly they were straying sheep (Isa 53:6; Lk 15:3-7) but now they “have returned” to Jesus, the “Shepherd and Overseer of your souls” (cf. Jn 10). [NIV Commentary on 1 Peter]
Next week is Rosh Hashanah. Let's start a new life in the New Year. Let's have a good attitude and good actions. Let's serve others as priests in a fallen world. Let's bring the message of the Risen Messiah, the one who forgives, to the lost.

Summary
Here are some things I see as we conclude, and you can add your thoughts to your own list.

1) All our lives spring from our understanding of who God is and how He thinks of us
2) A priest is not called to serve himself or even his colleagues, but to serve those outside his station. Thus as Israel (Ex. 19) was called to be a priesthood, so the Community of faith is called to serve those outside, meaning The World.

3) Y'shua died for our sins and can alone bring us new life.

4) His death is not only an example of a just man's unjust death, it's also substitutionary.

Invitation

Dear friends, God wants us all to be born again to a living hope. If you are without that hope, despairing for your soul or for the disrepair of the world, or of your family or friends, God wants you to have true hope. This hope will not disappoint; it's alive and supportive. And that hope is found in Y'shua. He is the anchor of our souls, and the evidence in is. He rose form the dead, just when all hope was apparently lost. That resurrection powered him from the grave and into the seat of authority in heaven. He is there for you, risen over our circumstances and risen to new meaning and life. Open your heart to him today. Receive Y'shua as the lamb slain from the foundation of the world for you.

If you have never experienced this eternal and new life about which we are speaking, if you are yet outside this relationship with God, then pray with me. I'll say a few words in prayer and if these words are your words, that is, if you agree with this prayer, then say it with me. In this prayer I will ask God to forgive us of our sins, whatever they might be and to make us born again. If that's what you want, then pray this prayer with me. Lord forgive me in the name of the Messiah Y'shua. Forgive me for all my sins, and make me clean again. I believe you died and rose again. Give me eternal life in the name of Y'shua, and make me born again. I trust you. Amen.

Actual Text
1Pet. 2.1 ¶ Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 

1Pet. 2.2 like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 

1Pet. 2.3 if you have tasted the kindness of the Lord. 

1Pet. 2.4 And coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected by men, but choice and precious in the sight of God, 

1Pet. 2.5 you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

1Pet. 2.6 For this is contained in Scripture:  “Behold I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, And he who believes in Him shall not be disappointed.” 

1Pet. 2.7 This precious value, then, is for you who believe. But for those who disbelieve,  “The stone which the builders rejected, This became the very corner stone,” 

1Pet. 2.8 and,  “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this doom they were also appointed. 

1Pet. 2.9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 

1Pet. 2.10 for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

1Pet. 2.11 ¶ Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war against the soul. 

1Pet. 2.12 Keep your behaviour excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation. 

1Pet. 2.13 ¶ Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, 

1Pet. 2.14 or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right. 

1Pet. 2.15 For such is the will of God that by doing right you may silence the ignorance of foolish men. 

1Pet. 2.16 Act as free men, and do not use your freedom as a covering for evil, but use it as bond slaves of God. 

1Pet. 2.17 Honor all men; love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king. 

1Pet. 2.18 ¶ Servants, be submissive to your masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those who are unreasonable. 

1Pet. 2.19 For this finds favor, if for the sake of conscience toward God a man bears up under sorrows when suffering unjustly. 

1Pet. 2.20 For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God. 

1Pet. 2.21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 

1Pet. 2.22 who committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; 

1Pet. 2.23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 

1Pet. 2.24 and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 

1Pet. 2.25 For you were continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls. 

