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Introduction

Peace and safety. These are the two major concerns of this election campaign although they have been saying it’s about trust and truth. People want to know if there will be any of the 24 billion dollars in their pockets as a result of the election and they want to know if the bombers in Indonesia or as we remember the anniversary of 9/11 three years ago in NY, will the bombers stay away from Sydney? Will the terrorists leave me alone? Am I safe and will I be able to retire soon and with enough funds for me and my family?

These are what matter to most people.  We want to be sure. We want security. National security, international security, personal security. Where is it?

In today’s lesson we read about being sure. I’m reminded of the 60s song by Felix Cavaliere and Eddie Brigati, members of the Young Rascals. They wrote, “How can I be sure, in a world that’s constantly changing?” Of course their concern in the song was for a relationship with a girl, as the words continue, “How can I be sure where I stand with you?” But we can look for something further, deeper, longer lasting that the relationship and the 60s themselves. How can I live in security in 2004 and beyond?

We have God’s promises

Peter begins his final teaching (see reference to his imminent death in verse 14)  to the saints worldwide by reminding them how we are what we are. We see in verse one, we have received the faith. It’s not ours by heredity, nor by purchase, nor by will, but God has given it to us. Look at verse 3. His power has granted to us everything! Verse four, He has granted to us His promises.

We are what we are because God has given things to us.

Pocket Promise book or loaf of bread with promises

“the eye that mocks a father or scorns a mother, the birds of the air will pluck it out”

But the promises we (usually) count as significant are true and we can count on those. Name some?

More than conquerors

John 3.16

Romans 16.20

Those are designed to teach and to encourage. They stay with you long after the sermon is over. They are what you take in the journey of faith. The faith is in verse one, by the righteousness of Y’hsua. It’s not our own righteousness; it’s God’s!

We become God’s people and representatives

Now Peter goes on to say that the promises he believes have an effect on all who follow them. See verse 3. The power gave us everything, the promises follow in verse 4 and then we can be partakers of the divine nature. We are he says, ‘escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.” We will be different people because of the promise of Y’shua.

In other words, what He did in us will make us different people. We will not be like the pagans who live for today and for drink and footy. We will think longer and harder about others. We will not be (verse 9) short sighted or blind. But we will have those qualities of character that ought to define all believers.

Look at that list in verse s 5-7. Diligence, moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance, godliness, brotherly kindness, love. What a list. How unsurmountable! If you know yourself at all, you know that you will fall short on all those. But God will supply. That’s the point. 

Character. Nothing else can matter in this dark world. Peter will tell us more about that in chapters 2 and 3, in light of the darkness of the age and false teachers. Live clean. Live right. Live to honour the Lord who bought you. 

Interesting that Peter says the saints are already doing all this. (see verse 12) Why? Because he is readying to die and wants to make sure they remember what really matters. ……

Prophecies are sure

Peter heard the Father on the mount in Matthew 17. (see text)…

Promises are not only about our character but about the One who gives us such. The prophecies of the Bible about Messiah form a long list. Can we name some?

Summary

Peter introduces himself to the readers by the full name, Simon Peter. This is an indicator of his remembering the changes in his own life at God’s instigation. Remember it was Y’shua who changed his name. It was Y’shua who said you will be named Peter.  In his first epistle, peter simply goes by Peter. But in this second and final book, he reminds himself as well as the saints abroad that he is a changed man, a marked man. In his own he would be Simon. In his new life he is Peter. The combination reminds Peter and everyone else of the power to change us that God has and does! 

He says he is sure that he heard God’s voice on the Mount of Transfiguration. He tells us we can be sure of other things.

We are sure about the return of Y’shua. We are sure about the prophecies about Y’shua. We are sure about the life Y’shua wants us to live. We 

So:  What should you learn/hear today as a result of reading this text?  Or what lessons do we learn from today's teaching?

1) God who makes promises will also keep them

2) What I do in God’s name and power is noticed

3) Living a godly life is its own reward

Invitation

So… let me ask you. You may not be able to promise security to all those who live in your electorate. You may not live to 120 due to some terrorist in your neighbourhood. But we can be sure about eternity. We can be sure about God’s will for us to live a godly life. So will you become a follower of Y'shua today? Y’shua is the One who is God’s beloved Son. God is well pleased in Him. We need to hear His voice and be like Him in this dark world. Only in receiving Him and His promises can we know eternal life.

Today we give that choice to you. If you would like to be delivered from your sin, then pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfilment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over,[or email me if you are reading this online] so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

Actual text
2Pet. 1.1 ¶ Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 

2Pet. 1.2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 

2Pet. 1.3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence. 

2Pet. 1.4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, in order that by them you might become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 

2Pet. 1.5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; 

2Pet. 1.6 and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness; 

2Pet. 1.7 and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 

2Pet. 1.8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2Pet. 1.9 For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 

2Pet. 1.10 Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 

2Pet. 1.11 for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. 

2Pet. 1.12 ¶ Therefore, I shall always be ready to remind you of these things, even though you already know them, and have been established in the truth which is present with you. 

2Pet. 1.13 And I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling, to stir you up by way of reminder, 

2Pet. 1.14 knowing that the laying aside of my earthly dwelling is imminent, as also our Lord Jesus Christ has made clear to me. 

2Pet. 1.15 And I will also be diligent that at any time after my departure you may be able to call these things to mind. 

2Pet. 1.16 For we did not follow cleverly devised tales when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 

2Pet. 1.17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, such an utterance as this was made to Him by the Majestic Glory,  “This is My beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased” — 

2Pet. 1.18 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 

2Pet. 1.19 And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 

2Pet. 1.20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 

2Pet. 1.21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
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