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Introduction

Armageddon is a word that is actually Hebrew, although most Jewish people don’t know the word. Sure, it was a movie some years ago starring one of those ‘save the world’ types Hollywood gives us. In that movie some cataclysm was coming, stars colliding, planets going wacky and we needed a Saviour. Ah, don’t you love the new ideas Hollywood gives us?

But Armageddon is a biblical word that implies an ‘end of the world’ scenario according to some interpreters. And that Hollywood notices our need or is fixated on the sales this generates; we have to get ready for the events surrounding the end of the world.

Remember what happened at the turn of the millennium? All the hype surrounding Y2K made even the least concerned to fill their bathtubs with water for the inevitable consequences of disruption that were sure to come to us that fateful day. 

Some of you know that beginning after Yom Kippur I will be teaching on the Book of the Revelation from, what I hope is a clear Jewish method of understanding it. I will not be teaching a last days scenario. I will not be hyping a new book. I will not even be talking about the nation of Israel and last days prophecies. I simply do not read the book that way. But I do read the book and I find great comfort and joy in reading it. And I trust you will as well.

I say that not to disappoint you; I say that to ready you. 

Now, in light of our reading today, we do have here a passage that is definitively last-days. We see warnings and thoughts the Apostle Peter is giving us to help us in our end-of-days living. And we ought to take them seriously and practically. We have much to learn and hopefully this lesson today will do so.

Hear what Peter says

2Pet. 3.11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
In other words, in light of the coming of Y’shua, how shall we live?

First let’s talk about the sure ending of the evil, then we will talk about our response to them and to others in the end of days. We won’t save the day as Bruce Willis or Arnold Schwarzenegger or Tom Cruise get megabucks to do. But maybe the real world will benefit.

Evil and its leaders

Chapter two begins with warnings about falsehood. Then it both lists and amplifies the characteristics of the wicked people who do not represent the Lord. 

Look at chapter two, verse one. They are called ‘false.’ What is their sin? They ‘introduce heresies which destroy.”  They deny Y’shua. In verse two, they follow their own sensuality. In verse 10, they are said to ‘despise authority” and are ‘self-willed.’  In verse 14 they never cease from sin, listing adultery and greed particularly. In chapter three verse three they are called ‘mockers.’ In verse 16 they are called ‘ungodly’ and that they pervert and distort the Scriptures, and finally in verse 17 they are labelled as unprincipled. 

Wow, this is a list! And it’s a warning, isn’t it?  My mother used to say that you can learn from everyone, from good people you can learn good things and from bad people you can learn what not to do. So maybe the point of today’s lesson is to warn us about what not to do. If then our question is ‘how shall we live?’ we might equally ask the converse, “how shall we not live?”

Sensual conduct: Our body belongs to God

It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to know that sensuality is the love child of the culture today. MTV is an embarrassment; it’s almost impossible to attend a movie with mixed company. It’s not just pop culture either, nor after 8:30 pm any weeknight. If it feels good, do it, that’s what they told me when I was younger. Even Debby Boone, daughter of clean-cut, milk-drinking pop singer Pat Boone, sang, “how can it be wrong when it feels so right?” And we all know the story of Grease. In the movie, Miss Goodie-two-shoes, Olivia Newton John is not really the only woman of John Travolta’s affections until she loses the ‘good girl’ look and dresses in black, all hot and slutty, and then he sings, ‘You’re the One that I want.”

This living for today morality is not new though, is it? The zoot-suiters of the 1940s, and the neopagans of the time of Nero describe the same. As did Eve and Jezebel and Rahab as a harlot and women in the days of history gone by.

Nor is this limited to the female gender by any means, my friends. The sensual pleasure is the most significant pleasure chronicled by almost all major psychologists since Freud. Remember he gave heaps of space in his journals to the sexual fantasies and misadventures of humanity. Mental professionals agree that sex is the prime driver in most relationships.

Peter, the apostle, also says sex sells. Although he puts it differently. He says the false prophets “follow their sensuality”(2.2) and “exploit you”, (2.3) like “unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct”. (2.12) They ‘count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime.’ (2.13) This means they have no boundaries. In other words, evil should be done at night-time, according to the apostle, but these folks do their evil in plain view. They are not ashamed and thus deluded.

Evil is in Peter’s words ‘doing wrong.’ (2.13) Any other view, whether the marriage acts in front of Parliament in Canberra, or the Gay/Lesbian parade in Sydney or any perversity, is just simply out of touch with God’s ideas. 

While I’m on it, let me address living together.

Sexual impropriety is against God’s plans. We read this morning again in Leviticus (‘Now if the whole congregation of Israel commits error, and the matter escapes the notice of the assembly, and they commit any of the things which the LORD has commanded not to be done, and they become guilty; when the sin which they have committed becomes known, then the assembly shall offer a bull of the herd for a sin offering, and bring it before the tent of meeting. (Lev 4.13-14)

Listen, even if the whole of Australia or the whole of global opinion says it’s ok to have sex outside of marriage, God still calls it a sin. And guilt should cause you to seek reconciliation with the Almighty. Peter images their misdeeds as a pig that ‘returns to the mire’ or ‘a dog that returns to its own vomit.’ (2.22) Not an image in which I choose to live.

Theological conclusions: God hates evil

Linked to the sensual gluttonous and self-consumption of the false prophets is the preaching wrong doctrines about God.

Peter uses the phrases “secretly introduce destructive heresies” (2.1), ‘speaking out arrogant words of vanity’ (2.18) and ‘mockers…who say, “Where is the promise of his coming?”’(3.4) In other words their misinformation is designed to cover up their own lusts and wanton behaviour. I’m constantly reminded that many church fights are about personal vendettas and not about theology, but theology becomes the excuse that self-centred people use to justify their own sins and desires. In other words, when churches split because of the size of the communion wafer or the depth of the baptismal pool, it’s usually an excuse for something else. It’s a leadership squabble, usually, but it might be worse, according to Peter. It might be about sensuality.

I’m reminded of a church in Long Island New York in the 70s. It was a Lutheran church that began to inquire about Jewish practices. The pastor Jack was later discovered as a paedophile. But listen to this from the court record of the case of some young children who sought social security benefits from the state. They were upset about registration saying that was ‘the mark of the beast.’ So they had been taught.

“David and Virginia Stevens are members of the St. John's Lutheran Church in Massapequa, New York. They characterize their religion not as Lutheranism, but as "Messianic Judaism." They profess a belief in both the Old and the New Testaments, and view Christ not as the founder of a new faith but as the Messiah of the Jews. Among their religious traditions are the keeping of Shabbot (sic) as well as other Jewish holy days and festivals. 

         After observing plaintiffs during the trial, after hearing their testimony and that of their minister, Pastor Jack Hickman, and after considering all the other evidence, the court is left with no doubt of the sincerity of their belief regarding social security numbers.” (David Stevens v. Stephen Berger ;United States District Court, New York; 428 F.Supp. 896 (1977) http://www.crownrights.com/books/stevens_versus_berger.htm)

The church was leaning messianic, but it was a cover up for a huge paedophilia ring led by Pastor Jack who changed his name to Rabbi Jack. The church eventually imploded and the pastor flew off to another continent. 

I know it’s anecdotal, but the point is clear, sensuality is often covered up by religious verbiage. Consider those who say there was no resurrection and then are caught in open marriages. Or the misuse of funds from the 80s of the infamous Jim and Tammy Faye Baker who were using money to cover up sexual exploits and eventually divorced and remarried. I don’t know if Ms Baker is proclaiming faith in Jesus any longer.

One more word on the false teaching of the sensual. They justify their own actions by the misinterpretation of the delay in the coming of the Lord. They mock and say ‘where is he?’ meaning, ‘hey, he’s not coming back and that means that there is no justice coming, so I can do what I want.” See how bad theology can influence our actions?

Let me give you another example. I know a man who sleeps with women, yet claims to be a believer in Y’shua. One of the women he has is not a believer and he compensates for the guilt he has by evangelising her. It’s good that he wants to preach Y’shua as Messiah, but compensational evangelism doesn’t ever bring God honour. Peter says they are ‘springs without water, mists driven by a storm’ (2.17) We say in modern language “this just doesn’t hold water.’

Social responsibility: We are to share God’s love with others

That said, you might wonder when I say that Peter calls us to share God’s love with others. He tells us of the delay in the return of Messiah and uses that as an encouragement to keep telling others of God’s love.  Listen to this in verse 3.9 

The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
In other words, God’s delay is designed to welcome as many as can hear and respond. He wants repentance. He wants people to live and not to perish. 

Whose job is it to share this with them? Ours, of course. Not only the professional evangelists and pastors but also all people who name the name of Y’shua. 

What people ought we to be? Peter says we “ought to be found by him in peace, spotless and blameless, …be on your guard… grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Y’shua the Messiah” (3.14, 17, 18)

God wants us to live right, to teach right, and to wait right until he returns. For that day we long and until that day we work, helping others find the truth in Y’shua. Amen?

Summary

So:  What should you learn/hear today as a result of reading this text?  Or what lessons do we learn from today's teaching?

1) God will judge evil with molten benevolence

2) Be clean and be sure that anything less will be found out

3) Being reminded of godly principles is useful for both teacher and student

Invitation

So… let me ask you. We can be sure about God’s will for us to live a godly life. So will you become a follower of Y'shua today? Y’shua is the One who is God’s beloved Son. God is well pleased in Him. We need to hear His voice and be like Him in this dark world. Only in receiving Him and His promises can we know eternal life. And follow him until he returns in the last of days.

Today we give that choice to you. If you would like to be delivered from your sin, then pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfilment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, [or email me if you are reading this online] so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

Actual text

2Pet. 2.1 ¶ But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. 

2Pet. 2.2 And many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; 

2Pet. 2.3 and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. 

2Pet. 2.4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 

2Pet. 2.5 and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 

2Pet. 2.6 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly thereafter; 

2Pet. 2.7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men

2Pet. 2.8  (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day with their lawless deeds), 

2Pet. 2.9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 

2Pet. 2.10 and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties, 

2Pet. 2.11 whereas angels who are greater in might and power do not bring a reviling judgment against them before the Lord. 

2Pet. 2.12 But these, like unreasoning animals, born as creatures of instinct to be captured and killed, reviling where they have no knowledge, will in the destruction of those creatures also be destroyed, 

2Pet. 2.13 suffering wrong as the wages of doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are stains and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, as they carouse with you, 

2Pet. 2.14 having eyes full of adultery and that never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children; 

2Pet. 2.15 forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, 

2Pet. 2.16 but he received a rebuke for his own transgression; for a dumb donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet. 

2Pet. 2.17 These are springs without water, and mists driven by a storm, for whom the black darkness has been reserved. 

2Pet. 2.18 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, 

2Pet. 2.19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 

2Pet. 2.20 For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 

2Pet. 2.21 For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment delivered to them. 

2Pet. 2.22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb,  “A dog returns to its own vomit,” and,  “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.” 

2Pet. 3.1 ¶ This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, 

2Pet. 3.2 that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles. 

2Pet. 3.3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 

2Pet. 3.4 and saying,  “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” 

2Pet. 3.5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water, 

2Pet. 3.6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. 

2Pet. 3.7 But the present heavens and earth by His word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 

2Pet. 3.8 ¶ But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

2Pet. 3.9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

2Pet. 3.10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. 

2Pet. 3.11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 

2Pet. 3.12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, on account of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! 

2Pet. 3.13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 

2Pet. 3.14 ¶ Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless, 

2Pet. 3.15 and regard the patience of our Lord to be salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you, 

2Pet. 3.16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction. 

2Pet. 3.17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard lest, being carried away by the error of unprincipled men, you fall from your own steadfastness, 

2Pet. 3.18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
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