Believing Right: A Discipleship Guide for Jewish Believers

 (a 19 part series)

by Bob Mendelsohn 

Lesson 1

Faith and the Word of God 

"I believe . . . "

As a result of studying this lesson, the student will 

(1)  understand God’s desire for all people to believe; 

(2)  understand that the basis for our faith is the Scriptures.

What Is Faith and Who Has Had It?

Comment


Our walk with God is built on faith.  To “have faith” and to “believe” are basically the same thing. 

Reading


Read Hebrews 11:1-12:2 (Chapter 11, verse one through verses 1 and 2 of chapter 12 in the New Testament letter written to early Hebrew Christians). Hebrews 11 is sometimes called the “Hall of Faith”—a take-off on the sports image of the “Hall of Fame.” 


Answer the following questions:

1.
What is faith? (verse 1)

2.
By faith, what do we understand? (verse 3)

3.
What do we need in order to please God?(verse 6)

4.
What must we believe?

5.
What actions of Abraham’s demonstrated his faith in God?  

6.
What choices of faith did Moses make?

7.
What did the honored members of this “Hall of Faith” obtain through faith (Hebrews 11:2 and 39)? 

8.
What did they not receive and why?

9.
Who is the author and finisher (perfecter) of our faith?

10.  Who should respond to the author and finisher of our faith and how should they respond? 

Comment

In one sense, faith is a belief, but in the other sense, it is different from belief because a person can believe something and do nothing about it.  The difference between belief, which is opinion, and faith is this:  Faith is a belief that causes us to commit ourselves to a course of action or to hold a certain attitude or to relate to a certain person or situation.  Belief might or might not act.  Faith always acts.  And faith can grow. 


Faith in something is part of everyday life.  It takes faith to sit in a chair (faith that its legs will stand) or to fly in an airplane.  You have faith in things of which you have confidence.  All of us have a measure of faith, and we need to exercise it appropriately.  


Our walk with God is built on faith or belief that God is totally reliable (see Deuteronomy 7:9).  At the end of each Hebrew prayer we say amen.  Our amen means “I believe what was just said.”  When we give assent to someone’s prayer, we acknowledge that those words are our words; we agree with them, though we did not create them, and the prayer becomes a communal prayer.  


The same Hebrew letters form the root of amen and emunah, which is the Hebrew word for faith.  When we have faith in something, we are in agreement with it.  Our faith is essentially saying we agree with God.

Faith and Salvation

Comment


Faith is the only thing we need for salvation.  In terms of our salvation, faith is the ability to recognize and acknowledge what God has done for us through Y’shua.

Reading


The student should read Ephesians 2 and answer the following questions:

11.  What was our status with God before salvation? (verse 1)

12.  Who was the ruler of this old life? (verse 2)

13.  What has motivated God to act on our behalf?

14.  What is our new status?

15.  By what and through what are we saved? (verse 8)

16.  What has God done for us through Y’shua?

Comment


Another New Testament letter written to Jewish Christians in Rome quotes the Hebrew prophet Habakkuk: “As it is written, `The just shall live by faith’ ” (Romans 1:17; see Habakkuk 2:4).  Once we have trusted God enough to receive Y’shua (see Acts of the Apostles 16:30-31), that same faith that led to our salvation will guide us the rest of our lives.  (See also Luke 12:28; 1 Corinthians 2:5; 1 Timothy 6:12.) 

On What Can We Base Our Faith in God?

Comment


As believers in Y’shua, the Word of God expands beyond the writings of the Hebrew Scriptures (the Tenach) into the New Testament.  We find that no portion of the Bible is more important than any other portion (see 2 Timothy 3:16)

Reading


The student should read Psalm 119:89-112 and answer the following questions:

17.  How long has the Word of God been established? 

18.  What has the law given the psalmist?

Reading


The student should read the Gospel of John chapter 1 and answer the following questions:

19.  What is meant by the term, “word” as used by John here?

20.  Where and what was God’s Word “in the beginning”? 

21.  To whom was John referring when he wrote, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us”?

Opinion Questions:

1.  What has God’s Word done for you?

2.  Whose story in the Hall of Faith stands out to you and why?

Comment 


Our faith allows us to accept the Bible as the Word of God.  The Scripture is God’s effort to communicate to humanity an unchanging message.  We believe that the Scriptures are inspired of God.  Literally this means they are “God-breathed.” This includes the Torah (Pentateuch, the 5 Books of Moses), the Prophets, the Writings, and the New Testament.  Neither the Old or New Testament is more important; both are from God for us Jewish believers. 

 
Inspiration of the Bible means that God superintended the writing by the human authors, so that using their own individual personalities they composed and recorded without error God’s revelation (see 2 Peter 1:21).  What God wanted us to know was actually accomplished as only God could do it!

Memory Verse: Hebrews 11:6

“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

