Lesson 16
Fruitfulness


As a result of doing this lesson the student will appreciate the Spirit’s ministry in his life and commit to being a fruitful believer.

Comment
Fruit is usually seen as personal character that is developed and traits that are demonstrated before people.  Fruit is also used in the Scriptures as a metaphor for those people who respond to the Gospel through us and become new believers.  

Reading 
	The student should read John 15 and answer the following questions:

1.  Y’shua says several things about fruit.  Which branches will not remain on the vine?


2.  What will happen to the branches that do bear some fruit?


3.  What is the purpose of bearing fruit?



4.  How is fruit increased in a believer’s life?


Reading
	The student should read Galatians 5 and answer the following questions:

5.  The apostle says that there is a contrast between those things that we do in the flesh (Greek: carne) compared to those actions and attitudes we demonstrate in living in the Spirit.  What is the evidence of carnal living?  Name at least four.




6.  What is evidence of a person living in the Spirit?  Name at least four.


Opinion question
 Jewish believers are often chided by fellow Jews and by our guilty consciences for rejection of the Law of Moses. Will we be acceptable before God? (Verse 23 says, "against such there is no law.")


Reading
	The student should read Isaiah 5 and answer the following questions:

8.  To what agrarian image is Israel compared? (verse 1)


9.  What was God looking for from Israel?


10. Did Israel succeed or fail in this older testament metaphor?


Reading

The student should read Matthew 7 and answer the following questions:

11. When Y’shua talked about false prophets being wolves in sheep’s clothing, he said that we will know them in a certain way. What is that?


12. Can good trees produce bad fruit and visa versa?

Reading

The student should read 1 Corinthians 13 and answer the following questions:

13. Even though this person might have several gifts of the Holy Spirit, like prophesy or speaking in tongues, what is it that God is supremely looking for from him?

14. The apostle uses several phrases to describe love. Explain them.






Opinion Questions:
Can a fruit tree work harder to produce more fruit?


According to John 15, what should a disciple do in order to bear more fruit?

Do you measure up to the exalted standards of 1 Corinthians 13?

Memory Verse:  Galatians 5:22-23  
"But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faith, gentleness, self-control, and against such things there is no law."
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