Lesson 18
Giving

As a result of doing this lesson the student will see God’s love in giving and seek to be generous with his time, talents and treasure.

Comment and Reading 
	Giving tsedaka (charity) is understood as a common Jewish concept. Some see it as putting a bit of spare change into a pushke (a collection box for the poor), but it goes well beyond this. How much is enough? How little? Does God even need our money? The student should read 2 Corinthians 8 and 9 and answer the following questions:

1. The church in Macedonia was giving freely on behalf of the Church around the world. Paul says that they first gave themselves to whom and then to whom?



2. The model of sacrificial giving is found in verse 9. Describe it.


3. Would the apostles have to wait for the generous gift from the Corinthians or would it be prepared before hand?

4. What is the promise about sowing sparingly or bountifully?



5. What kind of person does God love?


Opinion question
In chapter 9:8, note the use of the words "abounding" and "all" and "every". What is the apostle trying to say?




6. This money that is addressed, what two things will it really increase (:10-11)?


Reading
	The student should read Exodus 35-36 and answer the following questions:

7.  God asked the Jewish people to bring a supply of goods that they had collected from the Egyptian households near them.  What was the response of Israel to this request?



8.  What was God’s response to Israel’s giving?


9. The purpose of the building of the sanctuary is found in 25:8. What is it?



Reading

The student should read Mark 12: 35 to the end of the chapter and answer the following questions:

10. Where was Jesus sitting?


11. What could he see there?


12. How much money did the widow put into the box?

13. Was she rich or poor?

14. What did Jesus say of her donations? Why?




Reading
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The student should read 1 Timothy 6:17-21  and answer the following questions:
 
15. What is the responsibility of those who are rich in finances in this current time?

16. What will be the result of their financial giving?


Comment 
	This famous "Love chapter" of the Bible (1 Corinthians 13) demonstrates that love is preeminent among all the things that God extends to and through us.    John 3:16 says "God so loved the world that he gave." If God gave, it is because he loved. And love that doesn’t give doesn’t match the love of God. Giving is the nature of God. Romans 6:23 says, "The gift of God is eternal life". Ephesians 2:8 "it is the gift of God." Even the ascending Jesus according to Paul "gave gifts to men."(Ephesians 4:8)
Opinion Questions

	Does God really need what you have to give in order to work his purposes in the world?


	Who will be benefited by my generous giving?



	Since love matters more than giving, does it really matter if we give at all?



Comment
Regular giving, both systematic as well as spontaneous hilarious giving, would make God very happy. It provides for the needs of God’s people and accomplishes much for the poor, the missionaries, the local community of faith, the pastors, various activities, programs, and the actual buildings associated with the local church.
But giving isn’t only money. It’s your time and your talents as well. What you have you should share, not in a dollar here or a quarter there, but generously and sacrificially, knowing that from the Lord you will receive a reward.

Memory Verse: John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life.
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