Lesson 19
Witnessing

As a result of doing this lesson the student will understand evangelism and seek to bring many into relationship with Y'shua, the son of God.

Reading 
	The student should read Matthew 28 and answer the following questions:

1.	After revealing himself to Mary and the women, what did Jesus tell them to do?

1. Whose idea was it to go into all the world and preach?



2. To whom should Jesus’ followers go?


3. What should their message be?


4. Understanding that Disciple means one who is taught, what specifically is our responsibility in obeying this command of Y’shua?



6. What role does baptism have in this message?

Reading
	The student should read Romans 10 and answer the following questions:

7.  For whom does the Apostle’s heart ache, that is, who does he want saved?

8.  What does the apostle see as the requirement for believers in the bringing of the gospel to the world?


9.  Where is the Word of God?


10. From where does faith come?


11. Will God only listen to Gentiles crying out for salvation, i.e. whose prayers for salvation will be heard?



Comment

There seems to be a change from older testament to newer testament.  Some see it in terms of the two verbs come and go.  In the older testament the word was come to the temple. Judaism may be said to have been a stationary, sedentary religion.  God sits on a throne and you are invited to come in. It may be called passive. In the newer testament we see Y’shua travelling to earth, that is going to humankind and extending God’s love to all people.  He now tells us to go into the world and proclaim the same good news to everyone.  New testament faith is active and going. My next comment shows that some Jewish people did go out to bring others in, but it was not the norm, nor the majority.
 
Reading
	The student should read Genesis 12 and answer the following questions:

12. The blessing of God would be extended through whom to all the nations?

13. As a result of hearing these words Abram, the first Jew, complied and departed Haran.  What did he take with him? (v.5)


Comment

Rashi, Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhak, one of the greatest Medieval Jewish commentators on the Bible, said that these souls whom Abram collected and gathered were actually proselytes.  The word proselyte means a convert to a new religion.  It was the historic Jewish practice to go and bring others into the fold.  In those days, Abram gathered idol worshipers to follow the true God.  Many in the Reform Jewish world of the 1980’s considered bringing in Gentile spouses of Jews into the temples of today.  Y’shua said (Matthew 23:15) "You travel the world to make proselytes."  The practice of gathering people to our religion is not new, but it is a little less popular today then it was in Jesus’ time.  

The notion of Jews being a "Light to the Nations" (Isaiah 49:6) has been seen as a Jewish responsibility to bring what we know about life to the world.  Of course, first and foremost is the Torah and the information about how to live as people on this planet.  Principally, however, it has to do with the light and the information we have received from God about God Himself.  It is the responsibility of each Jew, and certainly you as a Jewish believer, to testify about who God is and what he has done for you.

Opinion Questions

Why specifically does God want you to share the Gospel with other people?



Who would benefit from hearing and believing the Gospel that you can think of right now?


Reading
	The student should read the following verses and answer the following questions:

James 2:12 :
14)  What must attend the preaching we do?

Acts 8:5-12
15) What did the deacon Philip do in Samaria?  What was the result?

Mark 16:20
16) Where did the disciples go and what did they do?



Memory Verse Psalm 9:11
"Sing praises to the Lord, who dwells in Zion! Declare his deeds among the people."
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