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The birth (and infancy) of the King

Let’s review since we are in a new book. Last week we began to look at the Gospel of Y’shua as told by the tax collector Matthew. The author is not going to put himself into the story until very late, chapter 9. We saw the yichus, which is more than the genealogy of Y’shua coming through the line of Abraham and David (our two main hinge points of definition: Jewish and king) and then through some unlikely female characters like Rahab and Ruth, the wife of Uriah and Tamar. God is no respecter of persons. He wants to demonstrate his purity through our impurity. And God wants us to know that prophecies will be fulfilled. We will see many of these themes in each chapter we study. So let’s get to today’s lesson, which begins in chapter 1, verse 18 through to the end of chapter 2. Four main sections: Birth announcement, birth, magi, flight to Egypt.       Read text

1) The birth announcement


Odd ministry Fulfilling for messiah.


Odd time, before marriage consummated


Odd name, no one in family with that name


Proph: Isaiah 7, virgin and Immanuel  ** read from the two articles.


A betrothed woman  found unfaithful could be stoned (Dt. 22.23), so Joseph had two choices. Public shame and death/ private divorce before 2 witnesses. He chose the latter, the kinder and gentler.


The dream conflicted with Joseph’s sense of duty to the Torah, reversed his decision, and set him on a difficult course of action. 

2) The birth


One half verse. Born. Named. End of story. Natural. Human. 

3) The magi (a caste of learned scientists, delving in astrology and astronomy ), Persians, Babylonians… heard from Daniel and exiles about messiah.


Opp: Herod vs magi 


Prophecy: surprise location.


King: New king more like magi than Herod. Greater kingdom.


Revelation by nature (the star) is not ever going to be in conflict with revelation of Scripture since God is over all. But if they are in conflict, it is the Bible which is true.

4) The flight to Egypt

Opp: Herod vs. the  baby


Proph: Jeremiah/Ramah


Went home to Nazareth up north to fulfill prophecy. (Scorn: Isa. 53.3, Ps. 22.6, John 1.46)

Matthew’s themes: 
Y’shua is the new King (Son of David)




Messianic prophecies fulfilled




The Gospel is opposed but will win 




Holy place is wherever Y’shua is (not how holy we are)




Gentiles and lowlife are included in the new Kingdom

Finally: What should you learn/hear today as a result of reading this text?  

1)  Y’shua really is the Jewish messiah according to the Bible

2) Opposition to Him won’t stop His work or reality

3) If Gentiles from far countries can figure it out, we should be able to

4) He will save us from our sins

So, have you received his forgiveness? Have you been ‘y’shua’d?’ If not, pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of the Saviour Y’shua. He was given that name to make sure I didn’t miss out when I heard about him. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my ego-centricism, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

