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The Galileean Ministry of the King: Part I

Today we skip 1 or 1 and a half years from the baptism of Messiah to the beginnings of the Galileean ministry of Messiah.   Many things have happened. Matthew skips the winning of the first 6 disciples, the first miracle in Cana, his entire early Judean ministry, seclusion in Galilee, and his journey to Jerusalem for a feast (John 5). Matthew is not concerned about chronology. He is the one to demonstrate that Y’shua fulfilled messianic prophecy. The Bible is an arrow to Matthew, and it finds its point in the person of the Messiah. 

Here’s today’s outline of our course of study:

1) The Unfolding of Prophecy (.12-.17)

2) The call of the four disciples (.18-22)

3) Jesus’ ministry in Galilee (.23-.25)

Then we’ll try to begin unpacking

 4) Principles of Messiah’s Kingdom (chapters 5, 6, 7) An introduction of the Sermon on the Mount.

Next week, we’ll dig deeper into the teachings of the Rabbi from Galilee

Last week I was in San Francisco and spent a lot of time with Moishe Rosen, Founder of Jews for Jesus. He is failing in his health and we spent some time on many issues, but what I found more fun than anything was talking online with chat rooms on PALtalk. Now I’m no novice to computer evangelism, having been doing it for years on AOL, but this was new technology. He verbally chatted with upwards of 30 people at a time online. He managed the room and he tossed time wasters out, and some serious fellowship as well as evangelism took place. It was amazing to watch. He let me have a go as well. And one particular fellow whom I think was a Muslim wanted to know about God, and about Y’shua. So I was able to answer many of his questions and help him discover more about the Lord.

I think that’s what Matthew is about in his biography of Y’shua. He is typing sometimes feverishly to record some of the details of the life and ministry of the favoured one. He is answering objections. He is making it clear to inquirers. So let’s get to today’s lesson, which begins in chapter 4, verse 12 through to the end of chapter  .       Read text

Luke in the companion text records that Y’shua was rejected by the Nazarenes, so that Messiah removed himself from there (chapter 4), so now he’s in Capernaum. The village of the prophet Nahum. Or in Hebrew C’far Nahum.

A. The unfolding or fulfilling of Prophecy: (12-17)

This is one of the central motifs of Matthew

 “by the sea” points up the more strategic location of Capernaum, with access to the many other villages around the Sea of Galilee, as well as its position on the main trade route form the Med Sea to Damascus and points East.

The Old Tribal divisions of Zeb and Naftali had long disappeared into the more nationalistic Galilee.

Spoken through Isaiah implies that someone is speaking…namely God himself. Isaiah is merely the agent. Which is what Matthew thinks of his own writing, and he is saying God is telling you something, o listener, won’t you listen? He’s been talking since Isaiah, so are you listening?

Galilee of the Gentiles implies the distance from the epicenter of Judaism in its power, from Jerusalem. It is remote and it is irrelevant. It is on the fringe. Think about this, that most religious revivals of any consequence have their origins in the fringes. Then they move more centrist and it’s there that the real battle takes place. As long as the fringe people like us in Chatswood are away from the religious centre, no one really cares. But when the power people are confronted by the zealots from the fringe, that’s when problems ensue. And so here we see the beginning of the avalanche, the makings of the messianic movement of the First Century with the leader being Y’shua. And it’s far away. And irrelevant.  “beyond Jordan” and “of the Gentiles” thus implying.

B. Call of the Four (18-22)

These were not immediate calls and followings. They were known to him. This will be contrasted with Matthew’s own call in chapter 9, but for now… these were disciples of John the Baptist (Jn. 1.35-42) and John had pointed them to Y’shua. Again just like Matthew is trying to do to the reader. But also of note is how often in the Gospels, the followers went home. They had been at the wedding in Cana in Galilee and now are back in the fishing business. Later on in the text we see them after the resurrection returning to fishing. It’s their life’s work; it’s their economic temptation.

C. Ministry in Galilee (23-25)

Throughout Syria…general term including the whole of Israel. Decapolis is eastern Galilee, as well as the entire Roman area. It’s the regional term of the Greco-Romans.

D. principles of Messiah’s Kingdom (chapter 5 begin)

Interps…

1) Social gospel, here are the basic principles for the reordering of society and bringing the kingdom to earth…however 2 world wars, nuclear arms race, constant tragedy… no way

2) Some think it’s irrelevant for believers. They think it’s the height of OT law and it was the presentation of the Kingdom according to Messiah. Since the Jews, they say, rejected this kingdom, the section belongs to the OT and is in the past.

3) Another view is that this is the law of the kingdom and thus all you have to do is obey it all and you will have eternal life. Sort of a moses in the NT. Comply and win!

John Walvoord says “the principles of the kingdom are far more than merely rules for a future millennium” they proceed ”from the nature of God and nature of morality and spiritual truth”

It was this section, the Sermon on the Mount, to which we will give much attention in the next few weeks, that attracted me personally to Messiah in 1971, and which I hope will help answer many questions of many in the days to come.

Finally: What should you learn/hear today as a result of reading this text?  

1) God chose Y’shua to be Messiah and it’s still a rejected message

2) God starts his revivals on the fringes

3) We must repent to enter this Kingdom

4) All that God has spoken He will do

So, have you received his forgiveness? Have you met this one who fulfilled all prophecy about Messiah? If not, pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of the Y’shua. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

______________________________________________________________

Matthew’s themes: 
Y’shua is the new King (Son of David)




Messianic prophecies fulfilled




The Gospel is opposed but will win 




Holy place is wherever Y’shua is (not how holy we are)




Gentiles and lowlife are included in the new Kingdom

