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The Principles of the King

Today is rather unusual for we are not looking at events or activities of the Messiah. Today we are listening to a sermon about a sermon of the Messiah. In other words, we are going to unpack some words the Messiah gave to His followers, who were at this time a very large crowd (and as a matter of interest would probably have included many Gentiles). Rather than implying what sort of people we ought to be, we will hear directives about our actions. We will hear lessons of life and we will hear a challenge to our attitudes that require of us more than we have ever considered. Remember the Bible is an arrow to Matthew, and it finds its point in the person of the Messiah. So we will also discover our utter need for the person of Y’shua and how to rely on Him in all we do.

This is actually the first of 5 discourses or speeches that Y’shua gives in the Gospel of Matthew. And it’s perhaps the most famous.

Here’s an outline of our course of study for the next couple weeks:

1) Kingdom Citizens (.1-16)

2) Kingdom Laws (.17-48)

3) Kingdom Attitudes and Deeds 6.1-7.12)

 4) Kingdom Citizenship tested (7.13-end)

So let’s get to today’s lesson, which begins in chapter 5, verse 1 through to the end of chapter.       Read text

So today we learn about being both Kingdom Citizens and accepting Kingdom Laws

This hearkens back to the Giving of the Torah at Sinai, where our citizenship as Israel was forged with Moses’ constitution. The preamble was the First commandment and the Laws were both in the other 9 and the commentary that followed. In the Sermon on the Mount we see another Law Giver who ascends another mountain, getting to a level place (see Luke 6) and teaching us of His ways. 

Look at one verse in Psalms that helps me understand what is going on. Psalm 103.7 (he made known his ways to Moses; his laws to the sons of Israel). This tells me we want to know the ways of God: his thoughts, his understandings, and not only his deeds. Yes, we should know his deeds, AND we should consider the purposes of God, and get to know him personally. That’s why we have both a king and the kingdom explained today.

Let me remind you of some common and various Christian interpretations as a prologue of the Sermon.

1) Social gospel, here are the basic principles for the reordering of society and bringing the kingdom to earth. It is how nations should live and cooperate. It is relevant for all societies…however 2 world wars, nuclear arms race, constant tragedy… this doesn’t seem to be what Y’shua is on about. Especially since the sermon was not given in Jerusalem in the seat of government.

2) Some think it’s irrelevant for believers. They think it’s the height of OT law. Although it was the presentation of the Kingdom according to Messiah, since the Jews, they say, rejected this kingdom, the section belongs to the OT and is in the past. It is pre-crucifixion and is as relevant as the OT laws of sacrifice. They forget that Y’shua said John was the ultimate prophet and he never regarded his own words as dismissable.

3) Another view is that this is the law of the kingdom and thus all you have to do is obey it all and you will have eternal life. Sort of a Moses in the NT. Comply and gain! In other words it’s no different in tenor or demand than the Torah. And Jesus is simply bringing in another religion.

John Walvoord says “the principles of the kingdom are far more than merely rules for a future millennium” they proceed ”from the nature of God and nature of morality and spiritual truth”

It was this section, the Sermon on the Mount that attracted me personally to Messiah in 1971, and which I hope will help answer many questions of many in the days to come.

Let’s look at the First Section of our outline today: Kingdom Citizens.

This breaks into two sections: Their character and their influence.

	Verse
	Description
	Promise
	Application

	3
	Poor in spirit
	Receive kingdom
	Humility leads to joy

	4
	Mourn
	Comforted
	Admission of weakness leads to strength

	5
	Meek
	Inherit the earth
	Defeated leads to victorious. Hope for future

	6
	Seek right-eousness
	Completeness
	Desire God is greater than all things

	7
	Merciful
	Obtain mercy
	Forgive, show kindness 

	8
	Pure in heart
	See God
	Avoid sin (actions) keep heart pure

	9
	Peace maker
	Called children of God
	Make peace with all men. Concern yourself with peace in all situations

	10
	Persecuted
	Receive kingdom
	Suffer for your testimony

	11/12
	Reviled
	Reward is great
	Keep speaking out about God’s love no matter what you get from others in return.


Our character should have a result in our influence. Let your light shine in such a way that when people see your good works, they glorify God. No pun intended, but let’s try to change a certain wrong teaching out there in light of this verse.

Some say that we should live our lives without speaking and then people will see our good character and us and then ask us about eternal life. But that’s a misread of the text. Y’shua says we should let our lights shine so that when people see our good deeds, they will glorify God. How does that happen? Our light is our words. Remember the song, “Thy word” and that God’s word is His light? In the same way, our words are our light. So let your words shine, that is be speaking about God in such a way that when people see your good works, that is, your character is shining, they will not glorify you, but rather your father in heaven. Without your telling them about the Lord, they will only know to glorify you!

Now we move from character and influence as it relates to the Kingdom Citizens to our second section of the day: Kingdom Laws. This will take a lot from us, as it’s one of the more difficult sections for Jewish believers in the whole Book.

Kingdom Laws chart

	Chapter 5
	Torah Law
	Y’shua’s application
	Further application for us today

	21-26
	Thou shalt not kill
	Anger is just as bad as killing
	Gossip. Slander.

	27-32
	No adultery
	Lust is just as bad
	Cut off body parts. It’s not worth it!

	33-37
	No false oaths
	No swearing and no oaths at all
	Results are either lying or pride

	38—42
	Eye for an eye
	Don’t take revenge
	God is the judge. Be a conciliating person. 

	43-47
	Love neighbour/ hate enemy
	Love enemies
	Be perfect.


Be ye therefore perfect as your Father in heaven is perfect!
Now, God gives us help…the Holy Spirit.  Note how 5.48 is a sectional conclusion, it’s God summary of the Torah/ and the new Torah. It’s about relating to God perfectly and unless we do so, we shall never see the kingdom. 

Don’t miss this, the king is right in front of us. If you are pure in heart, you will see Y’shua. If you are merciful and if you can hear it, the King is the Perfect One and he is right in front of you. Our perfection is in the Perfect One and not in ourselves. Striving to know Him and to do His doings, that’s how we will gain eternal life.

Finally: What should you learn/hear today as a result of reading this text?  

1) God wants us to know Him personally

2) God wants our attitude to be right long before our actions reflect them

3) Humility is the way of life

4) Y’shua is the great teacher of all, the messiah and the new Moses

So, have you received his grace? Have you met this one who fulfilled all prophecy about Messiah? If not, pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of the Y’shua. He was the Savior and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

______________________________________________________________

Matthew’s themes: 
Y’shua is the new King (Son of David)




Messianic prophecies fulfilled




The Gospel is opposed but will win 




Holy place is wherever Y’shua is (not how holy we are)




Gentiles and lowlife are included in the New Kingdom
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