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The King meets a Tax Collector 

Grace abounds

Today is the 8th of Av. This fact to some of you is totally without meaning, but for some of us, it says tomorrow is Tisha B’av, the 9th day of the month of Av. And Tisha B’av is a tragic day of remembrance, a day to recall the destruction of both Temples in Jerusalem and a day to ponder our fates and God’s justice. Tisha B’av brings with it sad songs and not the jubilant ones we sang today. It brings wonderment into the Jewish world, wondering how God could allow such atrocities to be committed against us, and determining fault and blame. 

Let’s compound the problem of woes with this example. For those in school nowadays and for those in school in the time when the Temple stood, only four hours were allowed for instruction between the seventeenth of Tammuz and the ninth of Av (about July and August), and teachers were forbidden to chastise their pupils during these months. Some of this is directly related to summer heat. This information is accurate according to Alfred Edersheim. Now think about this, after Tisha B’av school would go back to full time. Not only would Tisha B’av have marked woes concerning the Temple, but perhaps reinstatement of full time schooling would have been a further woe to the students and the teachers, eh? Or do we project?

God’s justice involves dealing with our sins, certainly as regards punishment, but also as it relates to forgiveness. Only God can forgive our sins.  And that’s key to our lesson today as well.

Sin is not a very popular topic. And yet, it’s what Y’shua spent much of His time overriding. We have to know it exists and we have to label it correctly and we have to put the matter on the table and let it be dealt with. A doctor in surgical theater doesn’t try to operate on a patient who resists and remains back in his room or who is still in his backyard barbecue entertaining friends. The patient has to enter hospital, he has to admit some problem, then subscribe to the analysis and diagnosis, and he has to let himself be operated on. Only then can the doctor attend to him and bring him to health. Sin admitted leads to sin forgiven. And only if sin is admitted or confessed can this happen.

And according to this story today which is actually many stories compiled as one chapter, we see God’s lavishness poured out without measure on the sick and the frail, on the rejects and uncared for of society, and hopefully on you and me, if we will allow it.

Today’s lesson is divided into two parts:

1 Healing a paralyzed man

2 The call of Matthew (the author of this book)

We’ll reserve the third part of the chapter for next week as we introduce chapter 10 with the end of chapter 9.

3 More healings

So let us read the text (for those reading online, the text is at the end of this sermon)
1) First, the paralytic

The glory of this miracle is very remarkable. A man destitute of the use of all his limbs, lying on a bed, and lowered by cords, suddenly rises up in health, vigor, and agility. Another special reason why the Gospel writers dwell more on this miracle than on others is, that the scribes were offended at Y’shua for claiming power and authority to forgive sins; while Messiah intended to confirm and seal that authority by a visible sign.

2 Mark (2:3-12) and Luke (5:8-26) inform us that this paralytic was brought to Jesus by lowering him through the roof. Jesus “saw their faith”—presumably that of the paralytic and those carrying him—exemplified in their coming, though he spoke only to the paralytic. Jesus’ statement to him implies a close link between sin—perhaps in this case a direct one (cf. Jn 5:14; 1Co 11:29-30). It implies that of paralysis and sin, sin is the more basic problem.
Faith of others?

Now, as Y’shua granted to his friends in relation to their faith, the favor which he bestowed on the paralytic, a question is usually raised on this passage how far do men derive advantage from the faith of others? And, first, it is certain, that the faith of Abraham was of advantage to his posterity, when he embraced the free covenant offered to him and to his seed. We must hold a similar belief with regard to all believers, that, by their faith, the grace of God is extended to their children and their children’s children even before they are born. The same thing takes place in infants, who are not yet of such an age as to be capable of faith. With regard to adults, on the other hand, who have no faith of their own, (whether they be strangers, or allied by blood,) the faith of others can have nothing more than an indirect influence in promoting the eternal salvation of their souls. As the prayers, by which we ask that God will turn unbelievers to repentance, are not without advantage, our faith is evidently of such advantage to them, that they do not arrive at salvation, till they have been made partakers of the same faith with us in answer to our prayers. But where there is a mutual agreement in faith, it is well known that they promote the salvation of each other. It is also beyond all question, that earthly blessings are often, for the sake of the godly, bestowed on unbelievers.

With regard to the present passage, though Y’shua is said to have been moved by the faith of others, yet the paralytic could not have obtained the forgiveness of his sins, if he had had no faith of his own. Unworthy persons were often restored by the Master to health of body, as God daily maketh his sun to rise on the evil and the good, (Matthew 5:45) but there is no other way in which he is reconciled to us than by faith. There is a synecdoche, therefore, in the word their, when it is said that Y’shua saw THEIR faith: for He not only looked at those who brought the paralytic, but looked also at his faith.
Forgiven of sin

As people usually do not consider that the afflictions which they endure are God’s chastisements, they desire nothing more than some alleviation in the flesh,

and, in the meantime, feel no concern about their sins: just as if a sick man

were to disregard his disease, and to seek only relief from present pain.
But the only way of obtaining deliverance from all evils is to have God

reconciled to us and us to be reconciled to God.

 It does sometimes happen, that wicked men are freed

from their distresses, while God is still their enemy: but when they think

that they have completely escaped, the same evils immediately return, or

more numerous and heavier calamities overwhelm them that is. until the wrath of God is appeased, as we read in the book of Amos

If thou escape a lion, a bear shall meet thee; if thou

shut thyself up at home, a serpent shall bite thee, (5:19)

Thus it appears that this is a frequent and ordinary way of speaking in the

Scriptures, to promise the pardon of sins, when the mitigation of

punishments is sought. It is proper to attend to this order in our prayers.

When the feeling of afflictions reminds us of our sins, let us first of all be

careful to obtain pardon, that, when God is reconciled to us, he may

withdraw his hand from punishing.

My old friend in Lawrence Kansas, Helen Quakenbush used to say, “when you are on your back (with sickness) all you can do is look up” I think Helen knew what she was talking about. King David said it this way, “When I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep Thy word.” (Psalms)

3. And, lo, some of the scribes. They accuse Y’shua of blasphemy and

sacrilege, because he claims for himself what is God’s prerogative. The

other two Evangelists tell us also that they said, Who can forgive sins but

God alone? It is beyond all question, that their eagerness to slander drove

them to this wicked conclusion. If they think that there is any thing which

deserves blame, why do they not inquire into it? Besides, as the

expression admits of more than one meaning, and as the Lord said nothing

more than what the Prophets frequently say when they announce the grace

of God, why do they take in a bad sense what admits of a favorable

interpretation? They must have been already poisoned by malice and

envy, otherwise they would not so eagerly have seized an occasion of

blaming Messiah. They remain silent, but think in their hearts, that they may

slander him when absent among people of their own class. It is no doubt

true, that God alone has power and authority to forgive sins: but they are

wrong in concluding that it does not belong to this man who is before them, for he is God manifested in the flesh, (1 Timothy 3:16.) They had a right to inquire on

what grounds Y’shua laid claim to such authority: but, without any inquiry,

they suppose him to be one of the common rank of men, and proceed

rashly to condemn him.
[Easton’s Bible dictionary says 

•BLASPHEMY in the sense of speaking evil of God this word is found in

Psalm 74:18; Isaiah 52:5; Romans 2:24; Revelation 13:1, 6; 16:9, 11, 21. It denotes also any kind of calumny, or evil speaking, or abuse (1 Kings 21:10; Acts 13:45; 18:6, etc.). Our Lord was accused of blasphemy when he claimed to be the Son of God (Matthew 26:65:. Matthew 9:3; Mark 2:7). They who deny his Messiahship blaspheme Y’shua (Luke 22:65; John 10:36).

Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit (Matthew 12:31, 32; Mark 3:28, 29; Luke 12:10) is regarded by some as a continued and obstinate rejection of the gospel, and hence is an unpardonable sin, simply because as long as a sinner remains in unbelief he voluntarily excludes himself from pardon.

Others regard the expression as designating the sin of attributing to the power of Satan those miracles which Messiah performed, or generally those works which are the result of the Spirit’s agency.]
5. Whether is it easier to say? The meaning is, that, in the same way as it is not easier to make a body which is nearly dead alive by a word than to forgive sins, there is no reason to wonder that he forgives sins, when he has accomplished the

other. The argument which our Lord uses may appear to be not wellfounded:

for, in proportion as the soul is more excellent than the body, the

forgiveness of sins is a greater work than the healing of the body. But the

reply is easy. Y’shua adapts his discourse to their capacity: for, being

carnal, they were more powerfully affected by outward signs, than by all

the spiritual power of God, which related to eternal salvation. Thus he

proves the efficacy of the Gospel for making men alive from the fact, that at

the last day he will raise the dead by his voice out of their graves.

Wonder not at this: for the hour is coming, in which all who are in

the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth, (John 5:28,29)

This was a sufficiently powerful argument to refute those who reckoned a

visible miracle of more importance than anything else. They could not say

that he had no right to forgive the sins of the paralytic, when he restored to

him health and rigour: for this was a result which followed from the

forgiveness of sins.

6. That the Son of man hath authority on earth. This authority is very

different from what was given to the apostles, and from what is now

exercised by the pastors of the Church: for they cannot so properly be

said to pardon sins, as to declare that they are pardoned, when they

deliver the commission which is entrusted to them. By these words Y’shua

declares that he is not only the minister and witness, but likewise the

author, of this grace. But what means this restriction, on earth? Of what

avail will it be to us to have obtained pardon here, if it be not ratified in

heaven? The Lord’s meaning was, that forgiveness of sins ought not to be

sought from a distance: for he exhibits it to men in his own person, and as

it were in his hands. So strong is our inclination to distrust, that we never

venture to believe that God is merciful to us, till he draws near, and speaks

familiarly to us. Now, as Y’shua descended to earth for the purpose of

exhibiting to men the grace of God as present, he is said to forgive sins

visibly, because in him and by him the will of God was revealed.
Instead of astonishment which Matthew mentions, the other two Evangelists employ the word , [or amazement]: and Luke adds fear. But the design of all the Evangelists is to show, that the power of God was not merely acknowledged, but that all were struck with astonishment, and compelled to give glory to God. The fear, which followed the astonishment, had the effect of preventing them from opposing Messiah, and of making them submit to him with reverence as a Prophet of God. Matthew expressly says, that they glorified God, who had given such authority to men.
The Call of Matthew (Levi)

9 The locale is probably the outskirts of Capernaum. Matthew was sitting “at the tax collector’s booth,” a customs and excise booth at the border between the territories of Philip and Herod Antipas (see comments on Mk 2:14). Having demonstrated his authority to forgive sins (vv. 1-8), Jesus now calls to himself a man whose occupation made him a pariah—a sinner and an associate of sinners (cf. 1Ti 1:15).

John Calvin says, “The customhouse has usually been a 
place noted for plundering and for unjust exactions, and was at that time particularly infamous. In the choice of Matthew out of that place, not only to be admitted into the family of Messiah, but even to be called to the office of Apostle, we have a striking instance of the grace of God. It was the intention of Messiah to choose simple and ignorant persons to that rank, in order to cast down the wisdom of the world, (1 Corinthians 2:6.) But this publican, who followed an occupation little esteemed and involved in many abuses, was selected for additional reasons, that he might be an example of Messiah’s undeserved goodness, and might show in his person that the calling of all of us depends, not on the merits of our own righteousness, but on his pure kindness. Matthew, therefore, was not only a witness and preacher, but was also a proof and illustration of the grace exhibited in Messiah. He gives evidence of his gratitude in not being ashamed to hand down for perpetual remembrance the record of what he formerly was, and whence he was taken, that he might more fully illustrate in his person the grace of Messiah.

In the same manner Paul says:

This is a faithful saying, that Messiah Y’shua came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief, (1 Timothy 1:15.)

As to Mark and Luke calling him Levi, it appears that this was his ordinary name: but that his being a publican was the reason why he took a foreign name.“

And isn’t that the way it is with us? We are both welcomed and an evidence of God’s continuing welcome to others.

Luke 5:29. And Levi made him a great banquet. This appears to be at variance with what Luke relates, that he left all: but the solution is easy.

Matthew disregarded every hindrance, and gave up himself entirely to

Messiah, but yet did not abandon the charge of his own domestic affairs.

When Paul, referring to the example of soldiers, exhorts the ministers of the word to be free and disentangled from every hindrance, and to devote their labors to the church, he says:

No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of life, that he may please the commander, (2 Timothy 2:4.)

He certainly does not mean, that those who enroll themselves in the military profession divorce their wives, forsake their children, and entirely desert their homes; but that they quit their homes for a time, and leave behind them every care, that they may be wholly employed in war. In the same manner, nothing kept Matthew from following where Messiah called; and yet he freely used both his house and his property, as far as the nature of his calling allowed. It was necessary, indeed, that he should leave the customhouse: for, had he been detained there, he would not have been a follower of Messiah.
Matthew 9:11. Why does your Master eat with publicans and sinners?

The scribes attack the disciples of Messiah, and, with the view of soliciting them to revolt, reproach him with what was at first sight base and shameful.” Of what use was it that he should be their Master, if it were not to withdraw them from the majority of men to lead a holier life? On the contrary, he withdrew them from a respectable and passable condition in life to ungodly licentiousness, and to pollute themselves by wicked companions.” Ignorant and wavering disciples might have been induced by such reproaches to desert their Master. But they act properly when, not finding themselves sufficiently fortified against such a calumny, they carry their complaint to their Master: for Messiah, by opposing the scribes, confirms his disciples for the future.
What do you do when others confront you about your Messiah? And you simply don’t have the answers?  The unbelievers go to the weak, to the new disciples. Believers go to Y’shua.

12. Not they who are in health need a physician. It is evident from Messiah’s reply that the scribes erred in two ways: they did not take into account the office of Messiah; and, while they spared their own vices, they proudly despised all others. This deserves our particular attention, for it is a disease that has been always very general. Hypocrites, being satisfied and intoxicated with a foolish confidence in their own righteousness, do not consider the purpose for which Messiah was sent into the world, and do not acknowledge the depth of evils in which the human race is plunged, or the dreadful wrath and curse of God which lies on all, or the accumulated load of vices which weighs them down.

The consequence is that they are too stupid to feel the miseries of men, or to think of a remedy. While they flatter themselves, they cannot endure to be placed in their own rank, and think that injustice is done them, when they are classed with transgressors. Our Lord glances at this second error by replying that they who are in health have no need of a physician. It is an ironical admission, and is intended to show that they are offended when they see sinners, because they claim righteousness for themselves.

Because you are in health, (he says,) you despise the sick, are offended at them, and cannot endure the sight of them: but a physician ought to be affected in a very different manner. He afterwards points out that he must discharge the duties of a physician, because he has been sent by the Father to call sinners.
He came to quicken the dead, to justify the guilty and condemned, to wash those who were polluted and full of uncleanness, to rescue the lost from hell, to clothe with his glory those who were covered with shame, to renew to a blessed immortality those who were debased by disgusting vices. If we consider that this was his office and the end of his coming, —if we remember that this was the reason why he took upon him our flesh, why he shed his blood, why he offered the sacrifice of his death, why he descended even to hell, we will never think it strange that he should gather to salvation those who have been the worst of men, and who have been covered with a mass of crimes. He whom you detest appears to you to be unworthy of the grace of Messiah. Why then was Messiah himself made a sacrifice and a curse, but that he might stretch out his hand to accursed sinners?
13. But rather go and learn. He dismisses and orders them to depart, because he saw that they were obstinate and unwilling to learn. Or rather he explains to them, that they are contending with God and the Prophet, when, in pride and cruelty, they are offended at relief which is given to the wretched, and at medicine which is administered to the sick. This quotation is made from Hosea 6:6:

For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

The subject of the prophet’s discourse had been the vengeance of God against the Jews. That they might not excuse themselves by saying that they were performing the outward worship of God, (as they were wont to boast in a careless manner about their ceremonies,) he declares that God has no delight in sacrifices, when their minds are destitute of piety, and when their conduct is at variance with uprightness and righteousness. That the statement, I desired not sacrifice, must be understood comparatively, and is evident from the second clause, that the knowledge of God is better than burnt offerings. By these words he does not absolutely reject burnt offerings, but places them in a rank inferior to piety and faith. We ought to hold, that faith and spiritual worship are in themselves pleasing to God, and that charity and the duties of humanity towards our neighbors are in themselves required; but that sacrifices are but appendages, so to speak, which are of no value or estimation, where substantial truth is not found.

Fasting, so common on Tisha B’av is again taught by Y’shua as ordinary. He had already covered this in the Sermon on the Mount. He does however relegate this to a future time when Messiah is remote and even gone. They of course had no clue what this meant, but we who live in the age of his removal should understand it well. It is normative for believers to fast and pray. But never feel guilty when you are invited to a feast with sinners (which seems to be the context), and then get called on the carpet regarding fasting. There is a time for everything. You choose it well when we shall fast. Hopefully none of you today is going to fast as we will share a meal together soon after the services are over today.

In exonerating his disciples’ eating, Jesus used messianic-eschatological terms. In the OT the bridegroom metaphor was repeatedly applied to God (Isa 54:5-6; 62:4-5; Hos 2:16-20); and Jews sometimes used it of marriage in connection with Messiah’s coming or with the messianic banquet (cf. Mt 22:2; 25:1; 2Co 11:2; Eph 5:22-32; Rev 19:7, 9; 21:2). Thus Jesus’ answer was implicitly Christological: he himself is the messianic bridegroom, and the Messianic Age has dawned. (NIV commentary)
9:17 new wineskins. In ancient times goatskins were used to hold wine. As the fresh grape juice fermented, the wine would expand, and the new wineskin would stretch. But a used skin, already stretched, would break. Jesus brings a newness that cannot be confined within the old. 

We will continue with the 3rd part of the chapter next week, looking at the purpose of the tsitsit and the cry of the Shepherd of Souls.

It may be Tisha B’av, and you may think sadness is your lot, but the Bridegroom coming your way, forgiving you your sins, it is a joyful day.
Finally: What should you learn/hear today as a result of reading this text?  

1) God cares about the uncared for

2) God alone can forgive your sin and Y’shua claims deity is his.

So, have you received his grace? Have you met this one who fulfilled all prophecy about Messiah? If not, pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.
______________________________________________________________

Matthew’s themes: 
Y’shua is the new King (Son of David)




Messianic prophecies fulfilled




The Gospel is opposed but will win 




Holy place is wherever Y’shua is (not how holy we are)




Gentiles and lowlife are included in the New Kingdom

For those reading this sermon online you get two extra features that the ones listening don’t get. One, the references in parentheses are not usually cited verbally. Hence you can do further study more slowly. Second if you don’t have this Bible handy…here’s the actual text from New American Standard Bible (the one I like to use)

Words in [brackets] are usually for reference and not read aloud. 

You do have a disadvantage by reading and not attending, as often in the sermon I will add thoughts of Spirit-led information that seem to rise from the kishkes for the people present. I suppose someone could tape the sermons and fill in with those additions to (and sometimes subtractions from) the text, but that’s a noble work to which no one has offered himself. In the meantime, you have what is generally accurate. It’s the Torah without the Talmud, if you know what I mean. Enjoy!

Matt. 9:1 ¶ And getting into a boat, He crossed over, and came to His own city. 

Matt. 9:2 And behold, they were bringing to Him a paralytic, lying on a bed; and Y’shua seeing their faith said to the paralytic,  “Take courage, My son, your sins are forgiven.” 

Matt. 9:3 And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves,  “This fellow blasphemes.” 

Matt. 9:4 And Y’shua knowing their thoughts said,  “Why are you thinking evil in your hearts? 

Matt. 9:5  “For which is easier, to say,  ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say,  ‘Rise, and walk’? 

Matt. 9:6  “But in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins” — then He said to the paralytic —  “Rise, take up your bed, and go home.” 

Matt. 9:7 And he rose, and went home. 

Matt. 9:8 But when the multitudes saw this, they were filled with awe, and glorified God, who had given such authority to men. 

Matt. 9:9 ¶ And as Y’shua passed on from there, He saw a man, called Matthew, sitting in the tax office; and He said to him,  “Follow Me!” And he rose, and followed Him. 

Matt. 9:10 ¶ And it happened that as He was reclining at the table in the house, behold many tax-gatherers and sinners came and were dining with Y’shua and His disciples. 

Matt. 9:11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples,  “Why is your Teacher eating with the tax-gatherers and sinners?” 

Matt. 9:12 But when He heard this, He said,  “It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who are sick. 

Matt. 9:13  “But go and learn what this means,  ‘I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,’ for I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

Matt. 9:14 ¶ Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying,  “Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?” 

Matt. 9:15 And Y’shua said to them,  “The attendants of the bridegroom cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. 

Matt. 9:16  “But no one puts a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch pulls away from the garment, and a worse tear results. 

Matt. 9:17  “Nor do men put new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wineskins burst, and the wine pours out, and the wineskins are ruined; but they put new wine into fresh wineskins, and both are preserved.” 

Matt. 9:18 ¶ While He was saying these things to them, behold, there came a synagogue official, and bowed down before Him, saying,  “My daughter has just died; but come and lay Your hand on her, and she will live.” 

Matt. 9:19 And Y’shua rose and began to follow him, and so did His disciples. 

Matt. 9:20 And behold, a woman who had been suffering from a hemorrhage for twelve years, came up behind Him and touched the fringe of His cloak; 

Matt. 9:21 for she was saying to herself,  “If I only touch His garment, I shall get well.” 

Matt. 9:22 But Y’shua turning and seeing her said,  “Daughter, take courage; your faith has made you well.” And at once the woman was made well. 

Matt. 9:23 And when Y’shua came into the official’s house, and saw the flute-players, and the crowd in noisy disorder, 

Matt. 9:24 He began to say,  “Depart; for the girl has not died, but is asleep.” And they began laughing at Him. 

Matt. 9:25 But when the crowd had been put out, He entered and took her by the hand; and the girl arose. 

Matt. 9:26 And this news went out into all that land. 

Matt. 9:27 ¶ And as Y’shua passed on from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out, and saying,  “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” 

Matt. 9:28 And after He had come into the house, the blind men came up to Him, and Y’shua said to them,  “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said to Him,  “Yes, Lord.” 

Matt. 9:29 Then He touched their eyes, saying,  “Be it done to you according to your faith.” 

Matt. 9:30 And their eyes were opened. And Y’shua sternly warned them, saying,  “See here, let no one know about this!” 

Matt. 9:31 But they went out, and spread the news about Him in all that land. 

Matt. 9:32 ¶ And as they were going out, behold, a dumb man, demon-possessed, was brought to Him. 

Matt. 9:33 And after the demon was cast out, the dumb man spoke; and the multitudes marveled, saying,  “Nothing like this was ever seen in Israel.” 

Matt. 9:34 But the Pharisees were saying,  “He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons.” 

Matt. 9:35 ¶ And Y’shua was going about all the cities and the villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. 

Matt. 9:36 And seeing the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like sheep without a shepherd. 

Matt. 9:37 Then He said to His disciples,  “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. 

Matt. 9:38  “Therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest.”
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