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Who is this Jesus?

 “Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.”

Confession is a strange thing. What image comes to your mind when you think of the word ‘confess?’ Is it a single light bulb swinging in a cell where police are interrogating a suspect into the wee hours of the night? The suspect cries out with exasperation, “OK, I did it!” Or do you imagine another scene? Something like a Catholic confessional booth, where an old man is sitting inside a box, with robes on, the smell of incense is lingering as it has for decades. Outside, but behind a screen a woman is sitting, having checked in each direction before entering the outside of the church, now positioning herself quietly against the wall where the window slides open, and the man in the box says, “what do you want?”  She whispers something. He leans forward, unable to detect either her person or her statement. He repeats himself. “What do you want, woman?” She forces herself to admit to a man in a box that she has committed a sin, she has had an abortion, she has disgraced her religion. Will he have mercy on her? Will he condemn her? What punishment will be meted to her? Why is she here anyway? 

In both of these scenes, unknown to me personally, but very vivid from movies and television, an admission of wrongdoing occurs. The light bulb and the boxed priest tell me of darkness vs. light, and about sin and disgrace. But I’m here this morning to tell you of confession of another kind. Confession of good things. Confession of the best thing. And that’s where our story unfolds today.

The book of Matthew will be my context for the 3 messages today and tomorrow. One of his key themes involves the place of the Gentiles in the Kingdom of God, and that God welcomes all people to His side. Chapter 15 speaks about what defiles a man is not what he eats or drinks, but what comes out of his mind and heart. Y’shua made that very clear. Today, now, we see the revelation of the Son of Man in a very clear and distinct way. Perhaps it will be the first time for you to see such. Perhaps you have known Him personally for years and decades. Either way, the revelation is God’s job and the confession is yours.  Let’s read the text.

Read Matthew 16
What does it take to get someone to confess like Peter does in our story today? There was some serious cost counting, you can bet.  But before we get there, let’s look at the situation and the context, then peer into the actual confession and then the results of such a confession that was made.

First the context.. the Pharisees and Sadducees come to test Y’shua. This is a strange bonding of relationships with folks who were basically distant from one another. But common enemies make for uncommon friendships. In the same way the US now needs the affection of the Arab league in hopes of dashing the power of terrorism. Do you know what they are doing? They are joining in with Palestinian rhetoric and anti Israel sentiment in order to gain the ascendancy with Osama bin Laden.  Strange and inconsistent, isn’t it?

Or from the newsticker on October 20, “SHANGHAI, China (AP) - Punctuating its support for efforts to launch a new round of global trade talks, China announced Friday it had abolished dozens of rules and regulations affecting a broad swath of its economy. 

Going into the annual summit of Asia-Pacific leaders this weekend in Shanghai, officials have portrayed the push for freer trade as one of the most important antidotes to the economic downturn that has accelerated following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in the United States. 

But while Chinese and other Pacific Rim leaders are casting a vote for free trade with a unanimous call for launching a new round of talks at next month's World Trade Organization meeting, European Union officials back in Brussels rejected the latest draft agenda. The proposed agenda was released last month by the WTO. 

Post-Sept. 11 solidarity goes only so far in overriding long-standing differences over thorny trade issues.”
So here come the strange bedfellows of antagonism to ‘test’ Y’shua. They demand a sign. Y’shua says you can read the weather, why can’t you read the signs of the times? Listen to what Thomas Friedman, the NY Times author said in an interview a couple weeks ago. EXPLAIN    [Israel woman. Two things. One, now they know how we feel. Two, it will come back to be blamed on us. Sure enough this is the continual problem of the Israelis/Jews. It’s our fault that the world is a mess. Scapegoatism.]

But the Sanhedrin representatives…what of them? The proof that they cannot discern the signs, Y’shua says, is simply that they ask for a sign (v. 4)

Look at verses 5-7 This is Jesus’ last and most important withdrawal from Galilee before his final trip south (19:1). The setting for this conversation may be the boat in which Jesus and his disciples cross the lake. It reveals the contrasting attitudes of Jesus and his disciples; he is still thinking about the malignity of the Pharisees and Sadducees (vv. 1-4), and the disciples are thinking about food (15:29-38) that they forgot to bring.


“Yeast” was a common symbol for evil and could therefore be applied to different kinds of wickedness (e.g., Lk 12:1; cf. Ex 34:25; Lev 2:11; 1Co 5:6-8), but always with the idea that a little of it could have a far-reaching and insidious effect. The disciples do not understand what Jesus is saying but find his words enigmatic and discuss them.

Y’shua confronts them with their ignorance of the signs of the times. He challenges them to notice He is being repelled by the many, and that it’s not safe in Jewish territory. He had already denounced the Pharisees and Sadducees for their particular “teaching” that demanded manipulative signs and for their unbelief in spite of the bountiful evidence already supplied. Now the disciples are perilously close to the same unbelief in Jesus’ person and miracles. The miracles Jesus performs, unlike the signs the Pharisees demand, do not compel faith; but those with faith will perceive their significance.


Instead of explaining the meaning of his metaphor of the yeast, Jesus repeats it. Great teacher that he is, he is trying to train his disciples to think deeply about the revelation he is giving and is not content to keep on spoon feeding them.

.13-20  Now we get to Caesarea Phillipi. which was built by Herod Philip the tetrarch (cf. 2:20, 22), who enlarged a small town at the base of Mount Hermon. At that place, Jesus asks the disciples who he, the Son of Man (Mk 8:31), is.

Let’s talk about the actual steps leading to a confession. They are presence, proclamation, persuasion, and confrontation. This is true of individuals as well as congregations. God sent His son to earth to be present with us. Y’shua had been present with the disciples for a couple years at this point, perhaps 3. During that time he proclaimed to them and in the midst of them of His nature and His person. His method of persuasion included miracles and character and demonstration of the Kingdom of God. All these led them into the last stage, which is confrontation. Without confrontation, the Gospel would not work and will not work.  Without confrontation, those who hear and are inclined to believe will never know what to do; will never know whom to follow and what it really costs to follow. 

So Y’shua confronts the disciples with whom he has been present. He challenges them who have heard him proclaim the Truth, and for whom persuasion has come. 

Now I say this is true of congregations as well. This is Calvary Assembly of God. Our presence is verified by a sign outside. We are here, and that’s better than not being here, but that’s not enough. We proclaim the Gospel here, that Y’shua died for our sins and rose from the dead. That’s good, and again it’s not enough. We seek to persuade folks one at a time, hoping to meet with your individual friends and relatives, to explain what we believe and to bring them to saving faith. We are seeking to find those for whom God is giving revelation of Himself. And then there’s the confrontation. Rubber meets road on this one. And many are reluctant to go to this end. Y’shua however was not and we ought not to be either. Without the confrontation, there will be no confession.

Let’s not diminish the revelation aspect. Peter’s firm grasp of the fact that Y’shua is the Messiah set him apart from the uncertainty and confusion of the crowd and could only be the result of the Father’s disclosure. Indeed, the depth of Peter’s conviction was the very thing that simultaneously made talk of Jesus’ suffering and death difficult to integrate and yet prevented more serious defection when the one confessed as Messiah went to his death on a Roman cross.

Then the ordination ceremony.  EXPLAIN

Now the declaration of His imminent death and resurrection. Did they understand?   The Gospel evidence points in two complementary directions. On the one hand, the disciples understood perfectly well; otherwise, for instance, Peter could not possibly have rebuked Jesus (v. 22). On the other hand, they could not believe that Messiah would really be killed because their conceptions of the Messiah did not allow for a Suffering Servant. Therefore Peter dared to rebuke Jesus, and the disciples began to think Jesus’ predictions of his sufferings must be in some way non-literal (Mk 9:10; Lk 9:45; see comment on Mt 17:4).

Y’shua foretells his death and that’s the cost of those who want to follow Him. Y’shua confronts Peter and we’ll look in depth at that tonight, Lord willing, as we deal with the Transfiguration.  For now, let’s focus on this point, that if you want to follow Y’shua you will have to choose to lose your life, you will have to forego pleasure and comfort and seek to share Messiah with others. You will be misunderstood and EXPLAIN…

That’s the cost. Want to join? Imagine the predicament of those who heard. Imagine your predicament. And yet… it’s the confrontation with the Messiah that is required.

 Invitation

So… let me ask you. Have you met the Messiah, the Son of the Living God?   Do you have rest for your souls? If not, pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Savior and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

