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The Prophet/King

 “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!”

For those who are with us for the first time today, we have been studying the book of Matthew, the tax collector turned Jesus freak. Each week we take a section or sections of the book and see if it has anything to say to us, as 21st century people. 

Nostradamus is an exciting figure in global history. As the last century ended, his predictions about the end of the age were touted on the ABC and countless other media outlets. Of course, he was wrong and the world didn’t end, which may or may not have pleased you. But prophets are still big business in religious affairs. Carlos Castaneda and Kahlil Gibran will churn out books long after they are dead to the profit of their followers.  For Muslims, Jesus, whom they call Isa, is a prophet. He is a religious leader like Moses and Abraham. Mohammed, of course, is their main prophet who has superceded all other prophets, but that’s for them to sort out. Prophecy and the role of a Jewish prophet…that’s worth our study today. 

What is a prophet? What does a prophet do? When should we listen to and obey a prophet and what characterizes such a person? We’ll address these today in our lesson. Let’s read Matthew 17 [see the end for the text]
And today let’s also read a bit from Deuteronomy. Two sections. One is chapter 13 (1-11) and the other is chapter 18 (14-22). Read [at the end, online folks.]  Here God through Moses gives us understanding about the role of a prophet that will help us see Y’shua for who he really is, the Prophet Like Moses who leads people to the true and living God.

As our story begins today, we see Y’shua at the famous Mount of Transfiguration. Some will show you where this is when you take your tour of Israel, usually Mt Tabor near the Sea of Galilee. Whether this was the actual location to me is insignificant. It was however one that God was able to find. And find it, and His Son he did. This notable pericope takes place a week or so after our story ended last week. Remember in that one, Y’shua had told the boys that some would not taste death until they had seen the Kingdom coming with power. Now, just a week later, the Kingdom is clearly apparent and comes full on. 

Y’shua took with him his inner circle, what some call his best friends. This band of three shared with him the healing of Jairus’ daughter. He will later share with them the pain and suffering in the Garden of Gethsemane. They are Peter, James and John. Peter the eldest, John the youngest. As was often the case, they fell asleep and Y’shua remained awake. Don’t pick on them. It’s just what happened. And the gospel writers don’t make a big deal about it… this time. 

Upon waking the boys see three persons. They saw Y’shua transformed (Gk: metamorphis) How they immediately recognize Moses and Elijah is beyond me. Were they wearing certain clothing or speaking in certain accents or quoting certain Bible texts? I’m not sure and the Bible here doesn’t tell us, but this is clear. God says something from heaven about the transformed one, and we’d be wise to hear it. “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; hear Him!” Let’s unpack the lesson of the baptismal voice and the lesson of the Deuteronomist and see if there’s a relationship.

At his baptism Y’shua was with John his cousin. A voice came from heaven. Remember what it said? “This is My Son, the dearly loved, in whom is My delight.” This combined the “pleasure of God” statement with “Sonship” found only in Y’shua. It combined Isaiah’s prophecies of the Son of God/Son of Man (7, 9) with the Servant who brought God pleasure (40, 42). Now again the voice of the Almighty speaks and declares from heaven, only this time it’s a corrective as well as the same declarative. The declaration is similar to the baptismal voice, “this is my son… well pleased.” The corrective is found in the next phrase, perhaps better added to and saying, “be quiet, Peter, and listen to this one.” Moses had earlier declared, “ I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.  ‘And it shall come about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him.” (Deut. 18.18-19)

What is the corrective? Peter’s ingenuity and cleverness are met with God’s silence and actual disapproval. Peter’s desire to build permanent sukkot, which are themselves intended to be temporary, mocked the idea of Tabernacles. His desire to capture in time and space the eternal moment of the Transfiguration was met with God’s “no thank you.”

God is approving of Y’shua being the prophet. 

Let’s talk more about what a prophet it.
Michael Card is my favorite poet/songwriter today. He captures the understandings of so many about prophets on his CD “The Word, Recapturing the Imagination" with his song, “The Prophet” Listen to these words. “Reluctant ride in the middle of the belly of a whale. (Jonah) A wheel [is] on fire in the middle of the sky (Ezek.1).  Three men walk out protected from a furnace of flame (Dan.3).  One man cries out from a miry well (Jer. 38). See a man in the myrtles (Zech 1.10) and women with the wind in their wings (Zech 5.9). Understand what these seared lips can tell.  I am the prophet and I smolder and burn. I scream and cry and wonder why you never seemed to learn.  I am the prophet, won’t you listen to me?” and later, “I am the sword that cuts His people apart (Hos. 6),; I speak the Word that comforts their faithless hearts (Is. 40.1). From Michael Card. What a ministry… that of prophet. It covers a lot of territory, no?

Let’s consider the role of “prophet” in the Jewish world. First in the OT, then the Apocrypha, then in modern days.

OT: The role of prophet appears among early Semitic peoples in Mesopotamia, Phoenicia and Canaan, but in Israel took on a distinctive form. The Hebrews implicitly believed that they had been chosen by God who had sent them prophets to point out the right path. The prophet was primarily the protagonist of monotheism and morality, and fulfilled a decisive role in the Jewish religious life. Only hints and mutilated information throw light on the pre Mosaic period, but thereafter there were three main periods, first that of Moses, second what we might call the charismatic prophets and third the rhapsodic ones. Perhaps these last should be titled eschatological prophets. During Moses’ time, the prophets stuck to Scripture and carried out a linear mission along with him. During the times that followed with Deborah and Samuel, the charismatic prophets became increasingly prominent as a fighter for social justice. They worked alongside kings and other royals. Finally the eschatological or rhapsodic prophets emphasized the role of Israel in the midst of the nations, spoke often of the Gentiles and their future role viz. Israel, and emphasized judgment on those who failed. Evil men will be destroyed at the “end of days,” but the righteous will establish the kingdom of God.

Hundreds of years later, at the Inter-testamental time, during the time of the apocrypha, these quotes might help.

From 2 Esdras : 1:32 I sent unto you my servants the prophets, whom ye have taken and slain, and torn their bodies in pieces, whose blood I will require of your hands, saith the Lord.

1:33 Thus saith the Almighty Lord, Your house is desolate, I will cast you out as the wind doth stubble.

From 1 Maccabees: 4:46 And laid up the stones in the mountain of the temple in a convenient place, until there should come a prophet to shew what should be done with them.

And again…14:41 Also that the Jews and priests were well pleased that Simon should be their governor and high priest for ever, until there should arise a faithful prophet;

And …in 2 Maccabees. 15:8 Wherefore he exhorted his people not to fear the coming of the heathen against them, but to remember the help which in former times they had received from heaven, and now to expect the victory and aid, which should come unto them from the Almighty.

15:9 And so comforting them out of the law and the prophets, and withal putting them in mind of the battles that they won afore, he made them more cheerful.

This gives us the phrase “the law and the prophets” which is also found in Ecclesiasticus or Sirach, “[The Prologue of the Wisdom of Jesus the Son of Sirach.]

Whereas many and great things have been delivered unto us by the law and the prophets, and by others that have followed their steps, for the which things Israel ought to be commended for learning and wisdom;”

By the time of the Talmud, the role of prophet had been diminished. He had been replaced by the learned man, a sage, and the role of education took precedence over spiritual connection with God. Shame, no? [(Baba Batra 12a) “a Sage is higher than a prophet.”[ They did however believe that in the end times the role of prophet would be renewed.

In modern Judaism, written about by Liebman and Cohen (Two Worlds of Judaism, Yale, 1990), there is a connection with German Liberal Judaism. (pg. 160) “Classical Reform (read: Liberal) theology taught that the essence of Judaism lay in the teachings of the prophets rather than in halakha. Seen through the lens of classical Reform, the prophetic model of Judaism meant that Jews were obliged to conduct themselves according to standards of ethics and morality prevailing in the Western world and that they were free of ritual obligations (Shabbat, kashrut) and of the obligation to study sacred text.”

The role of the modern Jewish prophet is one of social justice and compassion for the poor. In Mendes-Flohr, you won’t find the use of the word “Prophet”. Nor will you find it in Chutzpah by Dershowitz. They simply don’t frequent this too-religious-sounding vocabulary. But they reference the reality again and again. And call for justice and recompense against those who do people (read: Israel) harm.

Doesn’t sound much like Moses said, does it? What makes Y’shua so unique in his day and again in our day, is that he was of the Moses ilk and not of the modern one. And the scene in the Transformation calls us to ‘hear him.”  Oswald Chambers this week references the call of the missionary. He says that moderns get it wrong when we are going to the lost to save them because of ‘their need.’ He tells us to remember we are missionaries because of the voice behind us, that is, the voice of God who called us into this work. We don’t go to the lost because of their need, but because of God’s call. If you will, Y’shua is the one we should ‘hear’ when he is with the law and the prophets and when he is alone in our inner life.

This missionary/ prophetic call is incumbent on us who believe. There are so many voices out there. We need to hear God’s voice at all times and do what He says.

Adam Clarke says, “It was a constant and prevalent tradition among the Jews, that both Moses and Elijah should appear in the times of the Messiah, and to this very tradition the disciples refer.” We may conceive that the law in the person of Moses, the great Jewish legislator, and the prophets in the person of Elijah, the chief of the prophets, came now to do homage to Jesus Christ, and to render up their authority into his hands.  As he was the END of the law, and the grand subject of the predictions of the prophets. This appears more particularly from what St. Luke says, Luke 9:31, that Moses and Elijah conversed with our Lord on his death, which he was about to accomplish. ( to fulfill,) Because in it, all the rites, ceremonies, and sacrifices of the law, as well as the predictions of the prophets, were fulfilled.

David Brickner in his newsletter article you should receive by next Friday in the post says, “when you realize you are the remnant, you stop trying to be popular and accept the responsibility of being prophetic.”

In the Transfiguration, God shows that the law which had been in force, and the prophets which had prophesied, until now, must all give place to Jesus.  He alone must now be attended to, as the way, the truth, and the life; for no man could now come unto the Father but through him.   Go no more to the law, nor to the prophets, to seek for a coming Messiah; for behold he IS come! Hear and obey him, and him only.

To sum up scene one, The whole of this transaction appears to me to be intended to prove 5 things. 1). The world of spirits, and the immortality of the soul is real, since Elijah and Moses continue to exist and thrive. 2). The resurrection of the body, and the doctrine of future rewards and punishments, [see Matthew 16:27.]  3). The abolition of the Mosaic institutions, and, the fulfillment of the predictions of the prophets relative to the person, nature, sufferings, death, and resurrection of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 4). The establishment of the mild, light-bringing, and life-giving Gospel of the Son of God. And 5). That as the old Jewish covenant and Mediatorship had ended, Jesus was now to be considered as the sole Teacher, the only  availing offering for sin, and the grand Mediator between God and man. 

[For you online, this too from Clarke, “Verse 5. A bright cloud overshadowed them— Or as six MSS. and

Ephraim read it, a cloud of light, ; which reading GRIESBACH

has admitted into the text. As a bright cloud, or a cloud of light could not

overshadow, or cast any kind of shade, the word  should be translated, surrounded them. A cloud was frequently the symbol of the

Divine presence; but such a cloud had always something very remarkable

in its appearance. Ezekiel, Ezekiel 1:4, represents it as a great cloud, and a

fire unfolding itself, and a brightness about it, and out of the midst thereof,

as the color of amber out of the midst of the fire; and in Ezekiel 1:28, he

tells us that this was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the

Lord. See also Exodus 16:10; 40:33, etc.; Ezekiel 43:2, and 1 Chronicles

5:14. But it was generally in a thick, dark cloud, that God manifested

himself under the law; see Exodus 19:9; 20:21. This might be designed as

emblematical of the old covenant, which was but the shadow of the good

things which were to come, Hebrews 10:1; and the cloud of light

mentioned here, the emblem of that glorious display of God, in his Gospel,

by which life and immortality were brought to light, 2 Timothy 1:10.“]

Back to our story. Three scenes …. One prophet.  Today it’s the mountain revelation to the inner disciples then the frustration of inability to fix something broken. Finally, paying taxes. Pretty straightforward stuff, no? Let’s see Y’shua as the prophet in each of these scenes. First God tells the disciples to be quiet and listen to Messiah. God is quoting Deut. 18 as we have seen. Second is the prediction in verse 12  “So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” Third and last is the prediction of where the coin was and knowing people’s hearts. Y’shua makes himself known and is made known as the Messiah and unique Prophet of Israel to the 3, to the 12, and to the multitudes down in the valley. 

We don’t have time to go through the other two stories, but let’s mention the one highlight I continue to see in this story. That of Y’shua as prophet. In scene two Y’shua heals a child that the disciples could not heal. There are many lessons here, but not what I want to talk about today, except to say that at the end of the pericope Y’shua declares again his own imminent death. 

Aesop gives us this brief fable/commentary: 

[THE PROPHET]

A Wizard, sitting in the marketplace, was telling the fortunes of the passers-by when a person ran up in great haste, and announced to him that the doors of his house had been broken open and that all his goods were being stolen. He sighed heavily and hastened away as fast as he could run. A neighbor saw him running and said, “Oh! You fellow there! You say you can foretell the fortunes of others; how is it you did not foresee your own?’

In today’s lesson Y’shua does foresee and even announces his own fortune, doesn’t he?

Scene three:

Temple Tax:

This was not a tax to be paid to the Roman government; but a tax for the support of the temple. The law, [Exodus 30:13,] obliged every male among the Jews to pay half a shekel yearly; for the support of the temple; and this was continued by them wherever dispersed, till after the time of Vespasian,

Y’shua uses this scene, and fitting isn’t it that Matthew records it. Perhaps Matthew continues to license his own ministry, or shall we say, previous profession as a tax collector? Even so, Y’shua not only knows about taxes, but also where the fish is, and where the coin is. Some commentators argue that Y’shua created the coin in the mouth of the fish.  Either way, it’s still a miracle that Y’shua as prophet could ‘see’ the coin and gave a command for Peter to deal with such matters with the found stater.  By the way, the value of this coin exceeded the tax for Peter and Y’shua, thus he is demonstrating that he is not a minimalist in these terms. But that’s also another story. 
 Invitation

So… let me ask you. Have you met Y’shua the Prophet? Have you heard God say to you, “Listen to Him?”  Will you confess Y’shua? Have you met the Messiah, the Son of the Living God?   Do you have rest for your souls? If not, pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Savior and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

For online folks only

For those reading this sermon online and who have just prayed that prayer, please email me straightaway so we can ‘talk.’ Also online folks, you get two extra features that the ones listening don’t get. One, the references in parentheses are not usually cited verbally. Hence you can do  further study more slowly. Second if you don’t have this Bible handy…here’s the actual text from New American Standard Bible (the one I like to use)

Words in [brackets] are usually for reference and not read aloud. 

You do have a disadvantage by reading and not attending, as often in the sermon I will add thoughts of Spirit-led information that seem to rise from the kishkes for the people present. I suppose someone could tape the sermons and fill in with those additions to (and sometimes subtractions from) the text, but that’s a noble work to which no one has offered himself and I doubt I would even do so myself. In the meantime, you have what is generally accurate. It’s the Torah without the Talmud, if you know what I mean. Enjoy! 

______________________________________________________________

Matt. 17:1 ¶ And six days later Jesus took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and brought them up to a high mountain by themselves. 

Matt. 17:2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light. 

Matt. 17:3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. 

Matt. 17:4 And Peter answered and said to Jesus,  “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 

Matt. 17:5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and behold, a voice out of the cloud, saying,  “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!” 

Matt. 17:6 And when the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were much afraid. 

Matt. 17:7 And Jesus came to them and touched them and said,  “Arise, and do not be afraid.” 

Matt. 17:8 And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, except Jesus Himself alone. 

Matt. 17:9 ¶ And as they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying,  “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen from the dead.” 

Matt. 17:10 And His disciples asked Him, saying,  “Why then do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” 

Matt. 17:11 And He answered and said,  “Elijah is coming and will restore all things; 

Matt. 17:12 but I say to you, that Elijah already came, and they did not recognize him, but did to him whatever they wished. So also the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 

Matt. 17:13 Then the disciples understood that He had spoken to them about John the Baptist. 

Matt. 17:14 ¶ And when they came to the multitude, a man came up to Him, falling on his knees before Him, and saying, 

Matt. 17:15  “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is a lunatic, and is very ill; for he often falls into the fire, and often into the water. 

Matt. 17:16  “And I brought him to Your disciples, and they could not cure him.” 

Matt. 17:17 And Jesus answered and said,  “O unbelieving and perverted generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring him here to Me.” 

Matt. 17:18 And Jesus rebuked him, and the demon came out of him, and the boy was cured at once. 

Matt. 17:19 ¶ Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said,  “Why could we not cast it out?” 

Matt. 17:20 And He said to them,  “Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain,  ‘Move from here to there,’ and it shall move; and nothing shall be impossible to you. 

Matt. 17:22 ¶ And while they were gathering together in Galilee, Jesus said to them,  “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men; 

Matt. 17:23 and they will kill Him, and He will be raised on the third day.  “And they were deeply grieved. 

Matt. 17:24 ¶ And when they had come to Capernaum, those who collected the two-drachma tax came to Peter, and said,  “Does your teacher not pay the two-drachma tax?” 

Matt. 17:25 He said,  “Yes.” And when he came into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying,  “What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth collect customs or poll-tax, from their sons or from strangers?” 

Matt. 17:26 And upon his saying,  “From strangers,” Jesus said to him,  “Consequently the sons are exempt. 

Matt. 17:27  “But, lest we give them offense, go to the sea, and throw in a hook, and take the first fish that comes up; and when you open its mouth, you will find a stater. Take that and give it to them for you and Me.”

Deut. 13:1 ¶  “If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, 

Deut. 13:2 and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying,  ‘Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,’ 

Deut. 13:3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. 

Deut. 13:4  “You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him. 

Deut. 13:5  “But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the LORD your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you. 

Deut. 13:6 ¶  “If your brother, your mother’s son, or your son or daughter, or the wife you cherish, or your friend who is as your own soul, entice you secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods’  (whom neither you nor your fathers have known, 

Deut. 13:7 of the gods of the peoples who are around you, near you or far from you, from one end of the earth to the other end), 

Deut. 13:8 you shall not yield to him or listen to him; and your eye shall not pity him, nor shall you spare or conceal him. 

Deut. 13:9  “But you shall surely kill him; your hand shall be first against him to put him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people. 

Deut. 13:10  “So you shall stone him to death because he has sought to seduce you from the LORD your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

Deut. 13:11  “Then all Israel will hear and be afraid, and will never again do such a wicked thing among you.

Deut. 18:14 ¶  “For those nations, which you shall dispossess, listen to those who practice witchcraft and to diviners, but as for you, the LORD your God has not allowed you to do so. 

Deut. 18:15  “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your countrymen, you shall listen to him. 

Deut. 18:16  “This is according to all that you asked of the LORD your God in Horeb on the day of the assembly, saying,  ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my God, let me not see this great fire anymore, lest I die.’ 

Deut. 18:17  “And the LORD said to me,  ‘They have spoken well. 

Deut. 18:18  ‘I will raise up a prophet from among their countrymen like you, and I will put My words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 

Deut. 18:19  ‘And it shall come about that whoever will not listen to My words which he shall speak in My name, I Myself will require it of him. 

Deut. 18:20  ‘But the prophet who shall speak a word presumptuously in My name which I have not commanded him to speak, or which he shall speak in the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.’ 

Deut. 18:21  “And you may say in your heart,  ‘How shall we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?’ 

Deut. 18:22  “When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.
