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Matthew 24.1-31

Given at Beth Messiah

19 January 2002

Sydney 

It's all coming to an end!

"…in those days"

For those who are with us for the first time today, we have been studying Matthew, the book by the former tax collector, now follower of Y'shua. Each week we take a section or sections of the book and see if it has anything to say to us, as 21st century people   

Tonight is Symphony in the Domain, part of the Sydney Festival 2002. Do you know the sound of a symphony playing an orchestral piece of great substance? They follow their conductor through the highs and lows, the crescendos and grace notes of the composer. The audience is poised to hear the familiar melodies in each section: the overture, the allegro, the andante. As the piece nears its well-known conclusion, perhaps you begin to tap your fingers on your trousers along with the drummer or the trumpets. The violins race, your heart picks up their call. You and the composer are now one. Composer, conductor, you, the orchestra… all moving as one. Then, something odd happens. They stop playing. You don't know why. You don't really care why, you just want them to finish. Without the end, the piece is not only abbreviated, it's incomplete, it's unfinished, it's a scam. Yes, that's it. They scammed you, making you believe you would receive an entire symphony, not one that is 8/9 complete. Something unfinished is almost worse than something never started.

Earlier in this series of talks, I alluded to the ministry of the prophet and that Y'shua claimed to be the Prophet of the book of Deuteronomy, that is, the one who fulfilled the prophecy of Moses about the Prophet to come. Remember, this Prophet would declare Truth to the Jewish people and would be even more significant than Moshe Rabeinu. He would be God's voice to the world, and we had to listen to Him. If not, it would be required of us.

Last week we ended the sermon with Israel's rejection of Jesus as that Messiah. He declared that He would not be part of their world again until they cried out for Him. He would leave the Temple area and did just that. He left our house to us desolate. Our houses are flourishing, not only houses of worship, but also great venues overlooking Vaucluse and Castle Crag. And yet, they are desolate. So said Y'shua the Prophet.

The question must arise, then, about the Kingdom. This is Y'shua, and He has from the beginning been known as the King. He wants to rule over His people. He was welcomed by magi from the East who were looking for the King. The king at the time, Herod was so jealous of this new upstart king that he had all the babies of the district destroyed who had been born within the last 2 years.

The King was not reigning, he was not even recognized. So when will this recognition happen? When will the Kingdom come? When will the conductor get back to the composition and finish the symphony?

The disciples are still focusing on the temple, on which Jesus has pronounced doom, since the true center of the relation between God and humankind has shifted to himself.
As they walked out of the Temple area, the giant stones were very visible. Now don't think of the Temple as finished, like in the movies. It was an ongoing process and the finishing touches were not put on until 64 CE, just 6 years before it was destroyed! These Herodian stones were 10 feet in length and weighed tons. Their magnificence was worth noting, and the work continued, but listen to what Y'shua had to say about their longevity, "“Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone here shall be left upon another, which will not be torn down.” 

Some will argue that the Western Wall, the Kotel, in Jerusalem where Jewish people go to pray proves that Jesus was wrong here. However, the Kotel is the western wall of the courtyard, not of the Temple itself.  Y'shua's prophecy was amazing to consider and even more amazing in its fulfillment.

These stones were very valuable as Titus and the Romans came into Jerusalem in 70 CE. Josephus tells us that Titus at first tried to save the temple, even after it was set on fire, but his efforts were of no avail; and at last he gave orders that the whole city and temple should be leveled, except a small portion reserved for the garrison. This was so thoroughly done that the historian says “there was left nothing to make those that came thither believe it had ever been inhabited."

However, the temple was set on fire, and because there was so much gold in the building, a great amount of it began to meld and the liquid gold seeped into the crevices between the stones of the Temple. Sort of what happened on September 11 with the liquid petrol weighing down the World Trade Center. When the ruins in Jerusalem cooled, the Romans systematically stone by stone removed everything in order to get to the gold, now solidified inside the crevices.

Let's read the rest of the chapter. Read chapter 24.

Few chapters of the Bible have elicited more disagreement among interpreters than this one. If you want to title this interpretation that I will give, wait until it's over. 
Y'shua is asked three questions and the chapter is His attempt to answer them. His summary is to be encouraged. Let's see how this fits. The Mount of Olives is an appropriate site for a discourse dealing with the Parousia (note Zech. 14:4)
The first thing Y'shua tells them is that there will be liars and imposters out there. What began as a trickle of phonies now has burst into a fountain of them, spewing out their fakery and shame on so many unsuspecting folks. Y'shua says to be suspecting, that is to be a good Aussie, and to sus people out. 

a. General description of the birthpangs (.4-14)
Warning #1:  "“See to it that no one misleads you " 

A large number of impostors came forward before the destruction of Jerusalem, giving out that they were the anointed of God. Almost every page of history is blotted with the names of such deceivers; and in our own day we have seen some come in Christ’s name, saying that they are the true messiah. Such men seduce many; but they who heed their Lord’s warning will not be deluded by them.

There will be local wars, as he says, " hearing of wars and rumors of wars; for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end" Listen to Y'shua's concluding advise #1: “see that you are not frightened:” No need to worry or fear. Why, because it's not the end? No, because He's the real messiah and He's really the King, and if the King is in the house, you personally have no need to worry.

Matt. 24:7  “For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes. 

Matt. 24:8  “But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. 

Arnold Fruchtenbaum says that the phrase "nation shall rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom" is only used twice in the OT (Isaiah 19.1-4, 2 Chronicles 15.1-7) and implies a world war. Earlier the nations would fight, but that was a local war. Now it goes beyond skirmish to that which we have watched almost nightly on TV, the war against terror that is involving all the nations of the world. No longer is this India/ Pakistan or East/West Timor. Now It's the whole world. Seems like Jesus predicted to be the 'beginning of birthpangs."  We'll talk more about having babies later. Listen to this quote from Genesis Rabbah (42.4) " “Again, Rab. Eleasar, the son of Abina, said, When ye see

kingdom rising against kingdom, then expect the immediate appearance of

the Messiah.” 
."

More trouble is the earthquake factor. Since 1896, the rate of earthquake activity and the sheer devastation has been exponentially greater than the previous 2000 years.

If famines, pestilence, and earthquakes are only “the beginning of sorrows”, what may we not expect the end to be? This prophecy ought both to warn the disciples of Christ what they may expect, and wean them from the world where all these and greater sorrows are to be experienced.

“Birthpangs” stems from such OT passages as Isa 13:8; 26:17; Jer 4:31; 6:24; Mic 4:9-10. By this time it was almost a special term for “the birthpangs of the Messiah,” the period of distress preceding the Messianic Age. Jesus’ followers should not be alarmed by the types of events referred to here. “Such things must happen”; yet the End is still to come. Why must they happen? The reason may be hidden in God’s providence, but it may also be that during this time of inaugurated reign before the Messianic Age attains its splendor, conflict is inevitable, precisely because the kingdom is only inaugurated. The conflict extends not only to families (10:34-37), but to nations and even nature (Ro 8:20-21; Col 1:16, 20).

The effect of these verses, then, is not to curb enthusiasm for the Lord’s return but to warn against false claimants and an expectation of a premature return based on misconstrued signs. To stay with our musical imagery, it's to keep you in your seats until the orchestra truly finishes. The end will come. And you will be there for it. Don't be hurried to the exits. Don't be dismayed or throwing things at the orchestra pit.  God knows what He is doing.

Matt. 24:14  “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come.

But none of this means that the Gospel of the kingdom of heaven is not preached or that its saving message does not spread throughout the world. Despite persecution—and often because of it (Ac 8:1, 4)—the Good News is “preached as a testimony to all nations.” This expression is itself neutral, and the Gospel will bring either salvation or a curse, depending on how it is received. Thus the theme of Gentile mission is again made explicit  (1:1, 2:1-12; 4:15-16; 28:18-20).

b. The sharp birthpang (nearer the end of labor): the fall of Jerusalem (15-21)

15 Having characterized the entire age during which the Gospel of the kingdom is preached as a time of distress, Messiah goes on to talk about one part of it where there will be particularly “great distress” (v. 21), centered around “the abomination that causes desolation”.


This expression occurs four times in Daniel (8:13; 9:27; 11:31; 12:11). The third one clearly refers to the desecration under Antiochus Epiphanes (Dan. 11:31), who erected an altar to Zeus over the altar of burned offering, sacrificed a swine on it, and made the practice of Judaism a capital offense. The other references in Daniel are more disputed.


The Lord is identifying Dan. 9:27 and 12:11 with certain events about to take place; and the parenthetical “let the reader understand” is designed to draw the attention of the reader of Daniel to the passages’ true meaning. This parenthetical aside comes from Y'shua to draw the attention of his hearers who read Daniel to the importance of Daniel’s words. This is consistent with Jesus' use of "have you not read?" which he asked the leadership of Israel 4 times during the book. You now as the reader of this booklet, this tract, this pamphlet, have a responsibility to reply, not to Matthew, but to Daniel.


But to what event does Y'shua make this text from Daniel refer? The obvious occasion is 70 CE, though certain difficulties must be faced. For example, although “place” can refer to the city of Jerusalem, the normal meaning of “holy place” is the temple complex. But by the time the Romans had actually desecrated the temple in 70 CE, it was too late for anyone in the city to flee.

By the time the Roman military standards surrounded Jerusalem, the city had been defiled by the Zealot excesses that polluted the temple before A.D. 70 (including murder and the installation of a false high priest), when there was still time to flee. In any case, there is reasonably good tradition that Christians abandoned the city, perhaps in A.D. 68, about halfway through the siege of Jerusalem.

16-19 The instructions Jesus gives to his disciples about what to do in view of v. 15 are so specific that they must be related to the Jewish War. The devastation would stretch far beyond the city; people all throughout the land of Judea should flee to the mountains and hide in caves. Most of us in the West wouldn't have a clue about cave hiding but for the way Osama bin Laden has been hiding, and this week they discovered a fairly substantial underground cavern network of thousands of caves covering hundreds of acres in Afghanistan.
So here is Warning #2: When you see trouble, let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. You have to get out, and get out right then. Don't go back into the house from your roof. This is an emergency, like we saw with the fires in the bush some weeks ago. When the fireys tell you to get out, you must get out. Forsake everything, put things in perspective, you life is the most important thing. Get it and your family and get out!

Concerning the roof reference, remember socialization took place on the roof, it was the coolest, airiest and stillest place. Alfred Edersheim says, "From roof to roof there might be regular communication, called by the rabbis 'the road of the roofs' (Baba Mez. 88b) Thus a person could make his escape, passing from roof to roof, till at the last house, he would descend the stairs that led down its outside, without having entered any dwelling. To this 'road of the roofs' our Lord no doubt referred in his warning." (Sketches, page 91)

And with the warning, Y'shua gives another concluding advise #2: pray that your flight may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. Flight is obviously harder in winter. As for fleeing on the Sabbath, travel would become more difficult because few would help, and many would try to prevent traveling farther than a Sabbath day’s journey.  Ask God to ease the pain for you for a bit. In other words, although severe trouble is coming on you and the world, He is not so far behind the blackest of dark clouds that He won't listen to your faintest whisper.

This portion of our Savior’s words appears to relate solely to the destruction of Jerusalem. As soon as Christ’s disciples saw “the abomination of desolution “, that is, the Roman ensigns, with their idolatrous emblems, “stand in the holy place”, they knew that the time for them to escape had arrived; and they did “flee to the mountains.” The Christians in Jerusalem and the surrounding towns and villages, “in Judea “, availed themselves of the first opportunity for eluding the Roman armies, and fled to the mountain cityof Pella, in Perea, where they were preserved from the general destruction which overthrew the Jews.

We read of Jews crucified till there was no more wood for making crosses. There were thousands of the people slaying one another in their fierce faction fights within the city. So many of them were sold for slaves that they became a drug in the market, and all but valueless. Stories are told of the fearful carnage when the Romans at length entered the doomed capital; and the blood-curdling story exactly bears out the Savior’s statement uttered nearly forty years before the terrible events occurred.

Like so many biblical prophecies, there is a once and once again nature to them. This is called 'multiple fulfillment.' We see it with the virgin story of Isa. 7 and in other places. So although Y'shua is teaching about the year 70, He is also alluding to the actual end, which is already 1930 years delayed from that first fulfillment. 
c. Warnings against false messiahs during the birthpangs (22-28)

Again Messiah returns to the theme as at the outset; there will be false folks out there who want to trick you; they want to make you follow them and to forsake Y'shua.

Verse 22 tells us that this age of evangelism and distress—wars, famines, persecution, hatred, false prophets—will become so bad that, if not checked, no one would survive. In the 20th century that saw two world wars and had more Christian martyrs than in all the previous nineteen centuries put together, Y'shua's prediction does not seem farfetched. There are more people today dying as martyrs than at any other time in history. But the age will not run its course; it will be cut short. Thus believers can look for God’s sovereign, climactic intervention without predicting dates.

“Every eye shall see him.” Messiah's return will be sudden, startling, universally visible, and terrifying to the ungodly: “as the lightning comes out of the east, and shines even to the west.” His first coming to judgment at the destruction of Jerusalem had terrors about it that till then had never been realized on the earth; his last coming will be more dreadful still. It is pointless to look for Messiah’s return in the desert or in inner rooms—whether in some desert monastic community or in some hidden, unrecognized enclave for insiders. Far from it! The coming of the Son of Man will be public and unquestionable, not confined to some little group of initiates. As the lightning comes out of the east but is everywhere visible, so also the coming of the Son of Man will be visible to all people everywhere.
Concerning the vultures gathered, Charles Spurgeon not only comments about Israel's death producing good carnage for the vultures of Rome, but comments about our age as well. " The birds of prey gather wherever dead bodies are to be found; and the judgments of Christ will be poured out when the body politic or religious becomes unbearably corrupt. By-and-by, there will arrive another day, when there will be a dead church in a dead world, and “the eagles” of divine judgment “will be gathered: together” to tear in pieces those whom there shall be none to deliver."

What a contrast between the gathering together of the eagles to devour the rotting carcass and the gathering together of the Lord's elect at the great trumpet-summons of his holy angels! Hence the concluding advise #2 again is heard in my mind, "pray that your flight be…" God cares! This is not a time to panic; it's a time to rejoice in Him. 

So our symphony will end. The apparent ending is only a long rest. A pause in the music. No one has left the orchestra pit. The conductor is still at his station. And the ending will come as surely as the beginning began. Actually in a very similar way. Y'shua already predicted that He would come again. The angels who were with the disciples when He ascended said, "He will come again in just the same way" as he departed. From Jerusalem, from the Mount of Olives, in the clouds. Every eye looking.

It will all end with clouds and triumph. Be encouraged, and get about the business I've given you.  That seems to be what He is telling me. What is He telling you?

Invitation

So… let me ask you. Have you met the Messiah Y'shua?  Have you received His forgiveness and grace? He is after all, the Son of David and Son of God? Would you like to today? If so, pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Savior and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

For online folks only

For those reading this sermon online and who have just prayed that prayer; please email me straightaway so we can ‘talk.’ Also online folks, you get two extra features that the ones listening don’t get. One, the references in parentheses are not usually cited verbally. Hence you can do further study more slowly. Second if you don’t have this Bible handy…here’s the actual text from New American Standard Bible (the one I like to use)

Words in [brackets] are usually for reference and not read aloud. 

You do have a disadvantage by reading and not attending, as often in the sermon I will add thoughts of Spirit-led information that seem to rise from the kishkes for the people present. I suppose someone could tape the sermons and fill in with those additions to (and sometimes subtractions from) the text, but that’s a noble work to which no one has offered himself and I doubt I would even do so myself. In the meantime, you have what is generally accurate. It’s the Torah without the Talmud, if you know what I mean. Enjoy! 
Matt. 24:1 ¶ And Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples came up to point out the temple buildings to Him. 

Matt. 24:2 And He answered and said to them,  “Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone here shall be left upon another, which will not be torn down.” 

Matt. 24:3 ¶ And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying,  “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 

Matt. 24:4 And Jesus answered and said to them,  “See to it that no one misleads you. 

Matt. 24:5  “For many will come in My name, saying,  ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 

Matt. 24:6  “And you will be hearing of wars and rumors of wars; see that you are not frightened, for those things must take place, but that is not yet the end. 

Matt. 24:7  “For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes. 

Matt. 24:8  “But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs. 

Matt. 24:9  “Then they will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations on account of My name. 

Matt. 24:10  “And at that time many will fall away and will deliver up one another and hate one another. 

Matt. 24:11  “And many false prophets will arise, and will mislead many. 

Matt. 24:12  “And because lawlessness is increased, most people’s love will grow cold. 

Matt. 24:13  “But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved. 

Matt. 24:14  “And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all the nations, and then the end shall come. 

Matt. 24:15 ¶  “Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 

Matt. 24:16 then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains; 

Matt. 24:17 let him who is on the housetop not go down to get the things out that are in his house; 

Matt. 24:18 and let him who is in the field not turn back to get his cloak. 

Matt. 24:19  “But woe to those who are with child and to those who nurse babes in those days! 

Matt. 24:20  “But pray that your flight may not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath; 

Matt. 24:21 for then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever shall. 

Matt. 24:22  “And unless those days had been cut short, no life would have been saved; but for the sake of the elect those days shall be cut short. 

Matt. 24:23  “Then if anyone says to you,  ‘Behold, here is the Christ,’ or ‘There He is,’ do not believe him. 

Matt. 24:24  “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. 

Matt. 24:25  “Behold, I have told you in advance. 

Matt. 24:26  “If therefore they say to you,  ‘Behold, He is in the wilderness,’ do not go forth, or,  ‘Behold, He is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe them. 

Matt. 24:27  “For just as the lightning comes from the east, and flashes even to the west, so shall the coming of the Son of Man be. 

Matt. 24:28  “Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. 

Matt. 24:29 ¶  “But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken, 

Matt. 24:30 and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 

Matt. 24:31  “And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.  

