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Matthew 26 (Part One)

Given at Beth Messiah

By Bob Mendelsohn

February 9, 2002

Sydney

Death Pangs

“Son of Man is being betrayed”

 For those who are with us for the first time today, we have been studying Matthew, the book by the former tax collector, now follower of Y'shua. Each week we take a section or sections of the book and see if it has anything to say to us, as 21st century people. 
No treachery is worse than betrayal by a family member or friend. Julius Caesar knew such treachery. Among the conspirators who assassinated the Roman leader on March 15, 44  was Marcus Junius Brutus. Caesar not only trusted Brutus, he had favored him as a son. According to Roman historians, Caesar first resisted the onslaught of the assassins. But when he saw Brutus among them with his dagger drawn, Caesar ceased to struggle and, pulling the top part of his robe over his face, asked the famous question, "You too, Brutus?" You might remember this story from Shakespeare who made it famous in the Latin, "Et tu Brute?"

Today I want to talk about being a meshumad. Shamad is the Hebrew word for destruction. Nishmad: To be destroyed. But listen to the similar words derived: Sheemaid (to force to convert), Hishmeed, to exterminate, Hishtamaid "to convert", "shamad" meaning religious persecution or apostasy. Modern (isn't that a funny word?) yiddish uses the term "meshumad' to describe what you are, a traitor who has abandoned his people, a betrayer.

Is what we are called proper? Are we meshumadim? And if so, how do you live with yourself and how can you rest comfortably?
Let's read Matthew 26. 1-56

The story begins today with another prediction. Y'shua tells his followers, his closest disciples, ( Matt. 26:2)  “You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man is to be delivered up for crucifixion.” Help me out here. Had they known this? Did they understand this? In other words, first we have to wonder if they'd ever heard this before. And indeed they had. (Matt 16). But now, did they understand it? And if they did, would they at that time have continued to follow Y'shua?

On their way to the Feast of Passover, they stop in Bethany for a night. There they visit the home of a leper, that is, a former leper, now living in the town of Mary and Martha and Lazarus. Simon the leper had to have been healed earlier in the ministry of Y'shua. If not, both Simon and Jesus would have been breaking the law by being together. Do you remember Eliezer of Bethany? Anyone remember what he is famous for? And was it anything he ever did? Of course, it was the raising from the dead. Y'shua raised him back to life after 4 days of death in the tomb. (John 11) It was here that Y'shua stopped on his way to his own death, perhaps as a reminder to the disciples that what He was about to experience would not be permanent. He would be killed/ crucified, but it would not be a permanent situation. He would be buried, but it would not be a permanent venue. He like his friend Eliezer would rise again.

At this home were the disciples whom we have already identified weeks ago as rag tag, blue collar, not very important Jewish people, a fringe group on the fringe of town and on the fringe of society. Along with them this night were Y'shua, Mary and Martha, and Simon a leper the host of the party. Can you imagine a more second class non-bourgeois grouping? Have you seen the social pages of the Sydney Morning Herald or the Australian Jewish News? These folks would NOT have made it there, to be sure.

And there this unnamed woman, whom most identify as Mary, Eliezer's sister, pours a very expensive perfume onto the head of Y'shua. 

This would be a bit out of the ordinary in today's society, but remember we are reading about today's events here in the Bible. Mary pours oil of some kind onto his head and he receives it gladly. The disciples are ticked off at this expression of …. Of…. Of what?

They think it's a waste. They try to shame her and even to shame Y'shua for receiving it. But if this oil is anointing oil, then for whom would it be preserved? It would be for priests or kings or… prophets. But remember, Matthew is showing us that no king or prophet or priest ever anointed Jesus to be for us the Messiah, rather a low life, a reject, a social misfit was allowed to anoint the Messiah with such fragrance.

It was King David, from whose line Y'shua came, that said, "Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup overflows" (Psalm 23) Remember what the Hebrew word "Messiah" means? And what the Greek word "Christ" means? The same thing! Anointed. How humble it was of our Saviour that he allowed a proste woman to anoint him and that he never received such from the leading rabbis of his day. 

We ought to learn this lesson, my friends. Y'shua began a kingdom which is not of this world. His authority is not a human authority. His anointing is not from this world or its prizes. Let others call us traitors; we follow one who is an 'outside the camp" Saviour.

Look at verse 10, the poor you always have with you. Don't pretend to be caring about others, when you are rejecting two key players, Y'shua is teaching. This corrective to the disciples involves their missing it with 2 folks: the woman and the Messiah. They have no compassion for her, and perhaps are jealous of his attention to her and her presence with him, after they have worked so hard to follow him around Eretz Yisrael.

The disciples also are missing it with Messiah. They did not anoint him; they don't allow him to be compassionate and to receive at this point. They demonstrate a lack of tenderness towards both players in the drama. What a shame.

The box was alabaster. John suggests that the perfume was worth approximately a year’s salary for a working man (Jn 12:3). This perfume was from the nard plant (native to India); it was extracted from the thin-necked alabaster flask by snapping off the neck. Perhaps this is a picture of the death of the flask and by it the oil is poured. Can you see the picture? It's not about preserving the jar; it's about being profuse with the contents. You have to pour it out and to get at it, you have to destroy the outside. No wonder Y'shua tells us " wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done shall also be spoken of in memory of her" He is talking about His own death and her action of anointing and pouring.

Then we see the scene of the betrayal. Judas is organizing his sale of Messiah to the Sanhedrin. We will speak in later weeks about the evil done in the name of justice at the trial of Y'shua. But for now, imagine the evil being done by Judas in " What are you willing to give me to deliver Him up to you?" He who had walked with the Master for 3 years now is willing to cash it all in. And for what? A pocket of gold coins? A year on the Gold Coast? A prime position in Parliament? What matters to you? What would you give to turn in Y'shua and to save your own neck? The alabaster box lost its neck to be poured out and provide for the world.

The next scene is the Passover. The disciples are sharing seder together with one another and from there Judas has to leave. He simply has to abandon Judaism to commit such an act. Let me explain. Had Judas remained through the seder, through the eating of the Lamb, and the drinking of the 4 cups, he would have endorsed what he did as Jewish. Since he had to leave during the meal-- since he could not bear the meal and his own folly, since he could not partake of the goods of Judaism-- he had to leave it to find another way.  The way he chose was the way of betrayal of the King of the Jews, Y'shua. In other words, I'm suggesting that Judas left the Jewish way long before he ever betrayed Messiah. 

It is not anti-Jewish to follow Jesus. It is not anti-God to follow Jesus. It is anti-God and anti-Jewish to betray Him. Being a meshumad, a traitor, is to deny Y'shua, not to follow Him!

At the seder Y'shua takes the matzo and the cup of wine and institutes Communion. We'll speak much more about that at our seder being held this year on 26 March in Chatswood. But for now, let's see the imagery in clarity of today's message. The matzo is broken and the cup is poured out of a canter, of a carafe. This imagery is sealed in my mind. God wants to break us and he wants to make of us a libation for His purposes in the earth. We must be the alabaster box to be broken for the good salve of God to get to the world.

Where do the disciples go after the seder? To Gethsemane. The Hebrew is a compound word, "Gat Shemen", that is, the place of the olive press.  This is the place of Y'shua in His pain and the beginning of the final moments as he takes on Himself the sins of the world. Here the olive tree that Y'shua is will be squeezed until the oil of God's goodness and the pure olive oil to make a difference in the world is being manufactured. 

Remember in the Tabernacle, the kind of oil for the menorah tha twas used? Ex. 27:20 ¶  “And you shall charge the sons of Israel, that they bring you clear oil of beaten olives for the light, to make a lamp burn continually.

So here, Y'shua will be beaten and poured out. He will be betrayed that the Jewish people, and in fact, that all people will have clear oil, pure for light to make sure we can see our way in the darkness of this evil world, not only in the Axis of Evil, but even here in 'best ever' Sydney.
So: What should you learn/hear today as a result of reading this text?  

1) God made Jesus both Lord and Messiah, the One who would die to save us from our sins

2) Betrayal of Y'shua is actually a betrayal of the intention of Judaism

3) The Lord intends to use you and it often will be seen as a tough go, or as being poured out and beaten so that others will be able to see and enjoy the Light of God

I invite you to become a meshamad for Messiah. They will call us this. They will use other derrogations to insult us and to prevent our ministry from flourishing. But we will carry on with the One who was much more maligned. We will endure such beating and such hostility so that others may live.

Invitation

So… let me ask you. Have you met the Anointed One? Have you let His light shine on you? Would you like to be forgiven of your sins, and be able to receive Him into your life? If so say this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Savior and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.

For online folks only

For those reading this sermon online and who have just prayed that prayer, please email me straightaway so we can ‘talk.’ Also online folks, you get two extra features that the ones listening don’t get. One, the references in parentheses are not usually cited verbally. Hence you can do  further study more slowly. Second if you don’t have this Bible handy…here’s the actual text from New American Standard Bible (the one I like to use)

Words in [brackets] are usually for reference and not read aloud. 

You do have a disadvantage by reading and not attending, as often in the sermon I will add thoughts of Spirit-led information that seem to rise from the kishkes for the people present. I suppose someone could tape the sermons and fill in with those additions to (and sometimes subtractions from) the text, but that’s a noble work to which no one has offered himself and I doubt I would even do so myself. In the meantime, you have what is generally accurate. It’s the Torah without the Talmud, if you know what I mean. Enjoy! 

______________________________________________________________

Matthew’s themes: 
Y’shua is the new King (Son of David)




Messianic prophecies fulfilled




The Gospel is opposed but will win 




Holy place is wherever Y’shua is (not how holy we are)




Gentiles and lowlife are included in the New Kingdom

Matt. 26:1 ¶ And it came about that when Jesus had finished all these words, He said to His disciples, 

Matt. 26:2  “You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man is to be delivered up for crucifixion.” 

Matt. 26:3 Then the chief priests and the elders of the people were gathered together in the court of the high priest, named Caiaphas; 

Matt. 26:4 and they plotted together to seize Jesus by stealth, and kill Him. 

Matt. 26:5 But they were saying,  “Not during the festival, lest a riot occur among the people.” 

Matt. 26:6 Now when Jesus was in , at the home of Simon the leper, 

Matt. 26:7 a woman came to Him with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume, and she poured it upon His head as He reclined at the table. 

Matt. 26:8 But the disciples were indignant when they saw this, and said,  “Why this waste? 

Matt. 26:9  “For this perfume might have been sold for a high price and the money given to the poor.” 

Matt. 26:10 But Jesus, aware of this, said to them,  “Why do you bother the woman? For she has done a good deed to Me. 

Matt. 26:11  “For the poor you have with you always; but you do not always have Me. 

Matt. 26:12  “For when she poured this perfume upon My body, she did it to prepare Me for burial. 

Matt. 26:13  “Truly I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done shall also be spoken of in memory of her.” 

Matt. 26:14 ¶ Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests, 

Matt. 26:15 and said,  “What are you willing to give me to deliver Him up to you?” And they weighed out to him thirty pieces of silver. 

Matt. 26:16 And from then on he began looking for a good opportunity to betray Him. 

Matt. 26:17 ¶ Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying,  “Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?” 

Matt. 26:18 And He said,  “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him,  ‘The Teacher says,  “My time is at hand; I am to keep the Passover at your house with My disciples.”’” 

Matt. 26:19 And the disciples did as Jesus had directed them; and they prepared the Passover. 

Matt. 26:20 ¶ Now when evening had come, He was reclining at the table with the twelve disciples. 

Matt. 26:21 And as they were eating, He said,  “Truly I say to you that one of you will betray Me.” 

Matt. 26:22 And being deeply grieved, they each one began to say to Him,  “Surely not I, Lord?” 

Matt. 26:23 And He answered and said,  “He who dipped his hand with Me in the bowl is the one who will betray Me. 

Matt. 26:24  “The Son of Man is to go, just as it is written of Him; but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been good for that man if he had not been born.” 

Matt. 26:25 And Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and said,  “Surely it is not I, Rabbi?” He said to him,  “You have said it yourself.” 

Matt. 26:26 ¶ And while they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said,  “Take, eat; this is My body.” 

Matt. 26:27 And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying,  “Drink from it, all of you; 

Matt. 26:28 for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. 

Matt. 26:29  “But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 

Matt. 26:30 And after singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

Matt. 26:31 ¶ Then Jesus said to them,  “You will all fall away because of Me this night, for it is written,  ‘I will strike down the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’ 

Matt. 26:32  “But after I have been raised, I will go before you to Galilee.” 

Matt. 26:33 But Peter answered and said to Him,  “Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away.” 

Matt. 26:34 Jesus said to him,  “Truly I say to you that this very night, before a cock crows, you shall deny Me three times.” 

Matt. 26:35 Peter said to Him,  “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You.” All the disciples said the same thing too. 

Matt. 26:36 ¶ Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to His disciples,  “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 

Matt. 26:37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed. 

Matt. 26:38 Then He said to them,  “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me.” 

Matt. 26:39 And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying,  “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” 

Matt. 26:40 And He came to the disciples and found them sleeping, and said to Peter,  “So, you men could not keep watch with Me for one hour? 

Matt. 26:41  “Keep watching and praying, that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

Matt. 26:42 He went away again a second time and prayed, saying,  “My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Thy will be done.” 

Matt. 26:43 And again He came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. 

Matt. 26:44 And He left them again, and went away and prayed a third time, saying the same thing once more. 

Matt. 26:45 Then He came to the disciples, and said to them,  “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Behold, the hour is at hand and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 

Matt. 26:46  “Arise, let us be going; behold, the one who betrays Me is at hand!” 

Matt. 26:47 ¶ And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, came up, accompanied by a great multitude with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and elders of the people. 

Matt. 26:48 Now he who was betraying Him gave them a sign, saying,  “Whomever I shall kiss, He is the one; seize Him.” 

Matt. 26:49 And immediately he went to Jesus and said,  “Hail, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 

Matt. 26:50 And Jesus said to him,  “Friend, do what you have come for.” Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and seized Him. 

Matt. 26:51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus reached and drew out his sword, and struck the slave of the high priest, and cut off his ear. 

Matt. 26:52 Then Jesus said to him,  “Put your sword back into its place; for all those who take up the sword shall perish by the sword. 

Matt. 26:53  “Or do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? 

Matt. 26:54  “How then shall the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must happen this way?” 

Matt. 26:55 At that time Jesus said to the multitudes,  “Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest Me as against a robber? Every day I used to sit in the temple teaching and you did not seize Me. 

Matt. 26:56  “But all this has taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets may be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left Him and fled. 

BETHANY (Gr. Bethania, house of unripe dates or figs). 1. Town east of the Jordan (John 1:28, “Bethabara” KJV). 2. The home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, about 2 miles (3 km.) SE of Jerusalem (John 11:18) on the eastern slope of Mt. Olivet. It was here that Jesus raised Lazarus (John 11) and attended the feast at Simon’s house (Matt 26; Mark 14; Luke 7). The ascension took place in the region of this city (Luke 24:50-51).

Let's remind ourselves of  Matthew's themes

· Y’shua is the new King (Son of David)

· Messianic prophecies fulfilled

· The Gospel is opposed but will win 

· Holy place is wherever Y’shua is (not how holy we are)

· Gentiles are included in the New Kingdom
Each of these will be visible in this chapter, although we may not get to all of them today. That's why we keep coming back, isn't it?


