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He is Risen

Things are not the way they used to be

When a burial takes place on a Friday, it's clear what should be there just hours later on Sunday early morning. For comfort's sake, things ought to be where they were.  There should be the body. In the case of a sealed tomb, the seal should still be intact. There should be some darkness and in the case of a popular person, some folks weeping or at least some flowers. In recent memory we have only to think of Princess Diana, the children at Columbine High School, or the Rebbe, Menachem Schneerson.

At their funerals there was pomp and circumstance. There were speeches. There was sadness. And days later, after they were laid to rest, the images of their lives continued to be shown on our televisions. Billy Wilder, Milton Berle, Dudley Moore and others who died this week will have their days in the afterglow as well. 

So on that Sunday morning, 40 hours after the death of Y'shua, you would have expected something similar. You would have expected some painful reflections of his followers, and some regrets. Perhaps a Roman guard, but after all it was the week of Passover, so not much Jewish activity in a graveyard. Quiet and calm. Not much should be different. But then it all happened.

Adam Clarke says in Verse 2. A great earthquake— , is"a shaking or commotion of any kind: probably the word means no more than the confusion caused among the guards by the angel’s appearance. All this had taken place before the women reached the sepulchre.

Was it the means of the angel's moving the stone? Or the purpose of the knocking over of the guards? Perhaps, but remember the tomb was opened not to let Y'shua out. It was opened to let others view that he was gone and that the tomb was empty.

Clarke continues: Verse 4. The keepers-became as dead men.— God can, by one and the same means, comfort his servants, and terrify his enemies. The resurrection of Christ is a subject of terror to the servants of sin, and a subject of consolation to the sons of God; because it is a proof of the resurrection of both, the one to shame and everlasting contempt-the other to eternal glory and joy. Angels and earthquakes, things should be cold and static, but things are very much in turmoil.  Emptiness is not the way a sealed new tomb is to look.

Paul Harvey tells this story every year on Good Friday. Little Philip, born with Down's syndrome, attended a third-grade class with several eight-year-old boys and girls. Typical of that age, the children did not readily accept Philip with his differences. But because of a creative teacher, they began to care about Philip and accept him as part of the group, though not fully. 

The week after Easter the teacher brought L'eggs pantyhose containers, the kind that look like large eggs. Each receiving one, the children were told to go outside on that lovely spring day, find some symbol for new life, and put it in the egg-like container. Back in the classroom, they would share their new-life symbols, opening the containers one by one in surprise fashion. After running about the school property in wild confusion, the students returned to the classroom and placed the containers on the table. Surrounded by the children, the teacher began to open them one by one. After each one, whether a flower, butterfly, or leaf, the class would ooh and ahh. 

Then one was opened, revealing nothing inside. The children exclaimed, That's stupid. That's not fair. Somebody didn't do their assignment." 

Philip spoke up, "That's mine." 

"Philip, you don't ever do things right!" the student retorted. "There's nothing there!"  

"I did so do it," Philip insisted. "I did do it. It's empty. the tomb was empty!" 

Silence followed. From then on Philip became a full member of the class. He died not long afterward from an infection most normal children would have shrugged off. At the funeral this class of eight-year-olds marched up to the altar not with flowers, but with their school teacher, each to lay on it an empty pantyhose egg.
Things are not supposed to remain the same

Perhaps you think like the Duke of Cambridge (late 1800s)  "Any change, at any time, for any reason, is to be deplored."  

But it's clear to me. One thing is constant, and that is change.

"Everything continues in a state of rest unless it is compelled to change by forces impressed upon it. " Isaac Newton, First Law of Motion.
That he is risen from the dead— There is a remarkable saying of R. Judah Hakkodesh, which some critics quote on this subject: “After THREE DAYS the SOUL of the Messiah shall RETURN to its body, and he shall GO OUT of that STONE in which he shall be BURIED.”

In verse 8, we see Fear and great joy— Fear, produced by the appearance of this glorious messenger of God; and great joy occasioned by the glad tidings of the resurrection of their Lord and Master. At the mention of unexpected good news, fear and joy are often intermingled.

Halle Berry won the Academy Award Monday for Best Actress for her role in "Monster's Ball." It's the first time a black woman has ever won the prestigious award. Although she's an actress, many believe her performance of sincerity and joy, of amazement and shock and gladness, well, all the emotions of the winner were genuinely hers. Whatever the case, her response typified what the Marys experienced that morning in the tomb.

But some want things the way they were. Please, Jesus, be the same as you were. Verse 9 (cf John 20) And they held him by the feet, and worshipped him.— This kind of reverence is in daily use among the Hindus: when a disciple meets his religious guide in the public streets, he prostrates himself before him, and, taking the dust from his teacher’s feet, rubs it on his forehead, breast, etc. they had fears about what they had done in the recent past. Peter had failed him. Judas had hanged himself. Others no doubt had run in fear and hidden. Go, tell my brethren— This is the first time our Lord called his disciples by this endearing name. They no doubt thought that their Lord would reproach them with their past cowardice and infidelity; but, in speaking thus, he gives them a full assurance, in the most tender terms, that all that was passed was as buried for ever.

The apostle Paul will later hear the first word spoken to him as a new saint, "Brother Saul" from Ananias. And Paul will use Brother as a great title to remind believers of how they are to treat each other. Here is Y'shua's first use of it for them. It stuck in their hearts and minds.

The Jewish leadership wanted things to remain the same. Adam Clarke says in his commentary here, "Stole him away while we slept.— Here is a whole heap of absurdities. 1st. Is it likely that so many men would all fall asleep, in the open air, at once? 2dly. Is it at all probable that a Roman guard should be found off their watch, much less asleep, when it was instant death, according to the Roman military laws, to be found in this state? 3dly. Could they be so sound asleep as not to awake with all the noise which must be necessarily made by removing the great stone, and taking away the body? 4thly. Is it at all likely that these disciples could have had time sufficient to do all this, and to come and return, without being perceived by any person? And 5thly. If they were asleep, how could they possibly know that it was the disciples that stole him, or indeed that any person or persons stole him?-for, being asleep, they could see no person. From their own testimony, therefore, the resurrection may be as fully proved as the theft."
Y'shua is the reason for all the change that is for good

All authority is given to me.

One fruit of the sufferings and resurrection of Christ is represented to be, his having authority or right in heaven to send down the Holy Spirit. He has authority to raise up his followers and to crown them in the kingdom of an endless glory. He has authority in earth, to convert sinners; to sanctify, protect, and perfect his Church; to subdue all nations to himself; and, finally, to judge all mankind. If Jesus Christ were not equal with the Father, could he have claimed this equality of power, without being guilty of impiety and blasphemy? Surely not; and does he not, in the fullest manner, assert his Godhead, and his equality with the Father, by claiming and possessing all the authority in heaven and earth? That is, his claim to all the power and authority by which both empires are governed?

Some people don't view the change as a good thing whilst others see it quite differently. On June 4, 1783 at the market square of a French village of Annonay, not far from Paris, a smoky bonfire on a raised platform was fed by wet straw and old wool rages. Tethered above, straining its lines, was a huge taffeta bag 33 feet in diameter. In the presence of "a respectable assembly and a great many other people," and accompanied by great cheering, the balloon was cut from its moorings and set free to rise majestically into the noon sky. Six thousand feet into the air it went -- the first public ascent of a balloon, the first step in the history of human flight. It came to earth several miles away in a field, where it was promptly attacked by pitchfork-waving peasants and torn to pieces as an instrument of evil!   

You and I are to be agents of change

Therefore (you) go and make disciples…

We are to baptize. 

We are to teach.

We are to do this…Unto the end of the world.— Some translate, , to the end of this age; meaning the apostolic age, or Jewish dispensation; and then they refer the promise of Christ’s presence to the working of miracles, and explain this by Mark 16:17-19. By my name they shall cast out demons, etc. But though the words are used in this sense in several places, see Matthew 13:39, 40, Matthew 13:49; 24:3, yet it is certain they were repeatedly used among the primitive ecclesiastical writers to denote the consummation of all things;

There are two things that are clear evidences of the resurrection of Y'shua. One is theempty tomb, the other is the appearances to the disciples. With only emptiness, we could have a silly concocted story of his being gone, but without a body, they would be invented fables, myths, and fairy tales. Fine, the tomb is empty, so what? Someone could have stolen the body and moved it. The tomb is empty, so, that means the dead one is somewhere else. Irrelevant.

The other thing that is required is the appearances. If Y'shua had only shown up to people, then we would call them hallucinations. We would say those people ate too many late night anchovie pizzas. We would warn them from watching late night horror movies on Foxtel. Without the empty tomb, the appearances are just wishful thinkings. But 500 Jewish people saw him alive after the folks at the tomb concluded the tomb was empty. If the tomb is empty, then he's not there. If the appearances happened, and he ate with and talked with, and even allowed them to touch his hands and his side… all up, the proof is in. 

I recommend the book The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel  to help if you are 'stuck' on this one.

Charles Colson was one of the people involved in Watergate in 1973. This was an illegal action involving the two major political parties in the US, and one of them was caught out, red handed with audio tapes, and surveillance operations to find out things about the other. It was a shameful time. But the incident was covered up for a while. Colson tells of his arrest and imprisonment as he later founded Prison Fellowship. What struck me in listening to his testimony tape (published by Campus Crusade for Christ International) was his story of the resurrection. He recounts that the 12 most powerful men in American politics were all involved in this covert operation and that they could not keep it a secret that they had lied and pretended for even three weeks. Their consciences were seared enough to do this evil, but they could not keep quiet about their mistakes and their shame. Three weeks, that was all.

If non politicians like the apostles were so similarly involved in such a languid lie, what makes us conclude that they would keep it so hushed, and then even subsequently die for such folly? Each of the apostles died in shame and ignominy for the faith they preserved. Each of them carried the conviction to their end. And millions of others have experienced the joy and forgiveness they addressed in the 2 millenia since. 

Friends, the tomb is empty. All the Jewish leadership had to do was to send out an investigative team and find the Messiah, bring him back and expose his body and the lies.But they didn't. Because he was risen. The tomb was empty because he was gone. The appearances to 500 happened because he was alive, not because of late night horror shows. 

Jesus is risen for you and me. What will you do with this? What will you do with Him?

Actual text

Matt. 28:1 ¶ Now after the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to look at the grave. 

Matt. 28:2 And behold, a severe earthquake had occurred, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled away the stone and sat upon it. 

Matt. 28:3 And his appearance was like lightning, and his garment as white as snow; 

Matt. 28:4 and the guards shook for fear of him, and became like dead men. 

Matt. 28:5 And the angel answered and said to the women,  “Do not be afraid; for I know that you are looking for Jesus who has been crucified. 

Matt. 28:6  “He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said. Come, see the place where He was lying. 

Matt. 28:7  “And go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead; and behold, He is going before you into Galilee, there you will see Him; behold, I have told you.” 

Matt. 28:8 And they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy and ran to report it to His disciples. 

Matt. 28:9 And behold, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they came up and took hold of His feet and worshiped Him. 

Matt. 28:10 Then Jesus said to them,  “Do not be afraid; go and take word to My brethren to leave for Galilee, and there they shall see Me.” 

Matt. 28:11 ¶ Now while they were on their way, behold, some of the guard came into the city and reported to the chief priests all that had happened. 

Matt. 28:12 And when they had assembled with the elders and counseled together, they gave a large sum of money to the soldiers, 

Matt. 28:13 and said,  “You are to say,  ‘His disciples came by night and stole Him away while we were asleep.’ 

Matt. 28:14  “And if this should come to the governor’s ears, we will win him over and keep you out of trouble.” 

Matt. 28:15 And they took the money and did as they had been instructed; and this story was widely spread among the Jews, and is to this day. 

Matt. 28:16 ¶ But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. 

Matt. 28:17 And when they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 

Matt. 28:18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying,  “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 

Matt. 28:19  “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

Matt. 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”

Endnotes:

St. Matthew omits Mary. Salome, mentioned by Mark; and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, mentioned by Luke. The other Mary was the wife of Cleopas, and mother of James and Joses, mentioned before, Matthew 27:56. But mentioning or not mentioning makes for no difficulty as we have stated before. One says, 'one' and another says 'two'. They are both right if the number is insignificant.

RESURRECTION
Why We Believe Jesus Rose from the Dead:

If Jesus did not rise from the dead, the Christian faith is a foolish fantasy. However, if the resurrection of Christ did occur, it confirms His life, message, and atoning work. It is the basis of our hope of life beyond the grave. Christ is alive, and the evidence is overwhelming. Here are some of the reasons we can be so sure.

1. Jesus predicted His resurrection (Matt 16:21; Mark 9:9-10; John 2:18-22).

2. The Old Testament prophesied it (Psalm 16:10; compare Acts 2:25-31; 13:33-37).

3. The tomb was empty and the grave clothes vacant. if those who opposed Christ wished to silence His disciples, all they had to do was produce a body, but they could not (John 20:3-9).

4. Many people saw the resurrected Christ. They looked on His face, touched Him, heard His voice, and saw Him eat (Matt. 28:16-20; Luke 24:13-39; John 20:11-29; John 21:1-9; Acts 1:6-11; 1 Cor. 15:3-8).

5. The lives of the disciples were revolutionized. Though they fled and even denied Christ at the time of His arrest, they later feared no one in their proclamation of the risen Christ (Matt 26:56, 69-75).6. The resurrection was the central message of the early church. The church grew with an unwavering conviction that Christ had risen and was the Lord of the church (Acts 4:33; 5:30-32; Rom. 5:24).

6. Men and women today testify that the power of the risen Christ has transformed their lives. We know that Jesus is alive not only because of the historical and biblical evidence but also because He has miraculously touched our lives. 

Kurt E. DeHaan.
Order of the Events of the Resurrection

1. Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome start for the tomb, Lk 23:55-24:1

2. They find the stone rolled away, Lk 24:2-9

3. Mary Magdalene goes to tell the disciples, Jn 20:1-2

4. Mary, the mother of James, draws near and sees the angel, Mt 28:1-2

5. She goes back to meet the other women following with spices

6. Meanwhile Peter and John arrive, look in and depart, Jn 20:3-10

7. Mary Magdalene returns weeping, sees two angels, then Jesus, Jn 20:11-18

8. The risen Christ bids her tell the disciples, Jn 20:17-18

9. Mary (mother of James) meanwhile returns with the women, Lk 24:1-4

10. They return and see the two angels, Lk 24:5; Mk 16:5

11. They also hear the angel's message, Mt 28:6-8

12. On their way to find the disciples, they are met by the risen Christ, Mt 28:9-10

Post-resurrection Appearances

1. To Mary Magdalene Jn 20:14-18; Mk 16:9

2. To the women returning from the tomb Mt 28:8-10

3. To Peter later in the day Lk 24:34; 1 Cor 15:5

4. To the disciples going to Emmaus in the evening Lk 24:13-31

5. To the apostles (except Thomas) Lk 24:36-45; Jn 20-19-24

6. To the apostles a week later (Thomas present) Jn 20:24-29

7. In Galilee to the seven by the Lake of Tiberias Jn 21:1-23

8. In Galilee on a mountain to the apostles and 500 believers 1 Cor 15:6

9. At Jerusalem and Bethany again to James 1 Cor 15:7

10. At Olivet and the ascension Acts 1:3-12

11. To Paul near Damascus Acts 9:3-6; 1 Cor 15:8

12. To Stephen outside Jerusalem Acts 7:55

13. To Paul in the temple Acts 22:17-21; 23:11

14. To John on Patmos Rev 1:10-19

Merril F. Unger, The New Unger's Bible Handbook, Revised by Gary N. Larson, Moody Press, Chicago, 1984, pp. 397-398.
