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Australia is a beautiful country. Yesterday in the pouring rain I rode from Longueville to Watsons Bay and back in a small boat with my friend and pastor David Ritchie. Even in the rain, the views along the harbour are fantastic. And each neighbourhood seems to outshine the next with lovely gardens. Maybe you've experienced the hope of planting a new garden or lawn. You had a photograph in your mind of what it would look like. You have high expectations of vegetable-laden plants or of your neighbour looking enviously at your lush, green lawn. But you discovered that good gardens and thick, carpet-like lawns don't grow naturally. Unfortunately, weeds do.

Pulling weeds and planting seeds. It's the story of life. It’s the story of our lives. We are like individual lots, on which either weeds of selfishness or the fruit of the Holy Spirit grow and flourish. Y’shua warned us that the soil of our hearts is the most valuable acreage on the planet. And he taught about some other dangers that muck up the whole garden. Bottom line, God wants to grow beautiful people, His lush garden in us, and He will do it.

Today we’ll look at the most famous and dare I say, the most important, parable of all, the Parable of the Soils or as most call it the Parable of the Sower. 
This is not an edaphic lesson; we are not running a geology or agriculture class. But the lessons of spraying seed in a garden to produce fruit that remains… well that’s beyond human philosophy as well.  It’s about life from the Master of Life. 
The 4 parts naturally link today’s lesson. The four soils are four types of people and we will talk about the four stages of growth or the four responses to the Gospel that everyone seems to manifest. We’ll rehearse the lesson and then Y’shua’s interpretation of the story.


This is Sam's Bar Mitzvah today and as he is not the first to move to adulthood here at Beth Messiah, we wonder what will happen to him and to the others who have passed by us. Thus a Parable of the Soils story is quite appropriate for our consideration today. Sam, our hope for you is to be a 100 fold person. 

First beside the road. Second the rocky places Third the weeds Fourth the good soil.
The path

Verse 5-- Luke plows right into the significance of the various soils. The first soil (that which is “beside the road”) refers to those who hear the message about the kingdom, but, like hardened paths, do not let the truth penetrate their hearts. Before they really understand it, the evil one or Satan (Mk 4:15) has snatched it away. Close study of birds as symbols in the OT and especially in the literature of later Judaism shows that birds regularly symbolize evil and even demons or Satan (Rev 18:2).

These people never allow God’s word to have an impact or place in their lives.
The rocky soil

Running through and around the unfenced fields are paths, which are too hard to receive the seed; birds eat it. “Rocky places” are those in which the limestone bedrock lies close to the surface; there is little depth of soil. As the rainy season ends and the sun’s heat increases, the shallow soil heats up quickly. The seeds sprout and promise to be the best of the crop. But the unrelenting Israeli summer heat demands that plants send deep roots down for water, and the bedrock prevents this, so the plants wither. Like grass on rooftops, the young plants wither before they can grow (Ps 129:6) 

One of my favorite books is The Bread of God by Brother Anthony, who lives in Canada. He was a Jewish doctor in Chicago who became a medical missionary then left that for a hermitage. There he wrote this teaching on the parables in 1975 and it has stayed with me for 28 years. It is an amazing Talmudic and biblical information compendium. On “root in himself” Anthony says contemporary Jewish thought expressed Wisdom as a root implanted in the heart of men. “The glory of those who have planted in their heart the root of Wisdom “ (2 Baruch 51.3) “The root of Wisdom and the riches of understanding and the fount of Knowledge” (2 Baruch 59.7) “To whom has the root of Wisdom been revealed?” (Sirach 1.6) “The root of Wisdom that never fails” (Wisdom 3.15)

Again from Brother Anthony, “this one bore no fruit because “to depart from evil is understanding” (Job 28.28) for among the wicked “the best of them is as a brier and the most upright is as a thorn hedge “ (Micah 7.4). So be good, even if you have to go to the desert to avoid your own weakness from the wrong company. Seek God first and do not be afraid. Remember that the date palm of the desert thrives in the most inhospitable places and it thrives unafraid of the burning sun. Even with its head in a furnace the date palm bears the sweetest of fruits because the roots of its feet are dipped in the waters of Paradise. And that is Understanding. Solomon had a long root but in the end he ran out of water.” (Bread of God, page 18)

Those named as rocky soil people are quick starters, but not really keen on deep growing.

The weeds 
The seeds among thorns represent those who do not hear the word “with joy” (Matthew 13. 20) and never permit the message about the kingdom to control them: life has too many other commitments that slowly choke the struggling plant, so that it never matures and bears fruit. The competing “thorns” are summed up under two headings—the worries of this life (Mt. 6:25-34) and devotion to pleasures and wealth (Matt. 6:19-24; 1Ti 6:9). Such concerns snuff out true spiritual life. “Deceitfulness” suggests that one may not be aware of the choking that is going on. This warning is timeless. Temporary disciples are always numerous in times of revival and were so in Y’shua’ ministry (Matt. 12:32).

The three fold temptations of Adam and Eve, and of Jesus in His own ministry (recorded in Genesis 3 and Matthew 4) are similar to these three.

Businesspeople are especially susceptible to a trap in their spiritual lives-one to which others may not be so susceptible. That trap is wealth. Scripture tells us that if we are having our basic needs met for food and clothing, we are considered to have riches. Y’shua cautioned us against living a lifestyle that required more than our basic necessities. However, it is clear that Y’shua was not against wealth, but against a dependence on wealth. He continually taught that a dependence on anything other than God was evil.  

Much like the frog in the boiling pot, if we are not careful we gradually begin to acquire and walk the treadmill of material gain. Those around us begin to expect more and more. Soon we begin expanding our lifestyle. Before we know it, we are worrying about how to take care of the things we have. Our emphasis becomes what we own rather than who owns us, or our relationship with Y’shua and His Kingdom. (From a devotional by Crosswalk.com Spiritual Life Channel) “One day I woke up and realized I had a cold heart toward God. Apathy toward the things of God became apparent. I was still going through the motions of service toward God, but with no power. We wake up to realize Messiah is no longer Lord of our lives, much less of our money. The greater independence money gives us, the less dependence on God we need. Messiah talked much about money in the Kingdom because He knew how much of a problem it was. This is why we have so few who are bearing 100, 60, or 30 times what is sown.“

Do you have the same hunger for God that you once had? Has financial blessing had an adverse effect on your passion for the Lord? Ask Him today if your heart has grown cold as a result of financial blessing. Ask Him to keep you hungering for more of His presence in your life. 

The good ground

But some seed falls on good soil and produces crops of various yields, which are well within ordinary expectations. The same seed produces no crop, some crop, or many crops—all according to the soil’s character.  How awesome is God who can make us into 100 fold people. He can produce in us, the most unlikely of people, 100 fold of His love and grace and care.

Conclusion

So let me conclude. I believe that everyone hears the Word of God and responds in one of 4 ways. And perhaps you in your own memory can recall that you actually responded in each of the 4 ways we've seen. Initially we reject it out of hand, as our hearts are hard. I certainly only made fun of Jesus as I had no interest in the Gentile god; I was an Orthodox Jew. We had no dealings with Christians. Jesus? I don't think so. Then perhaps we heard it again and grabbed some of it, without accepting the pain. Later we might experience the difficulties of other problems and walk away a bit. Finally the longer we last in God, the more fruit we produce, even to 100 fold.

What this tells me is that I need to be patient with those who reject our message. Many of you know that last month we handed out over 145,000 tracts on the streets in Sydney. Not everyone rejoiced to see us. When we encounter those who reject the word out of hand, don’t be so quick to dismiss them forever. Perhaps they are on the paths, on the side of the road. Or when someone comes along here at Beth Messiah even for a bit, then they trail off, don’t forget them entirely. They may be rocky folk. In other words, let’s be patient and hopeful and confident that those who were with us may well indeed come back and that will be a day of rejoicing.

Summary

Just as the crowd in Y’shua’ day stands in the line of the willfully blind in the OT (Matthew 13.14-15, Isaiah 6), so Y’shua’ disciples stand in the line of the prophets (cf Matt. 5:11-12). The fulfillment motif is operating; showing that the division taking place with the coming of the kingdom stands in succession to the divisions already spelled out in the Scriptures. We stand on good ground in following those who followed God, rather than those who rejected Him.

And we follow in their tradition. We too are taking our place with the New Kingdom and the new King. And whilst others will not hear and will be seed that doesn’t take root, our roots are running deep and we will produce 100 fold in due course as God sees fit. Amen?

Therefore, what you do with the Word of God determines which soil you are. Are you humble or proud? Open to God’s word or full of naysaying?
So, let me ask you. Have you met Y’shua?  Have you received the Word of God? Do you have the seed growing in you? Would you like to today? If so, pray this prayer and receive His love and grace. Father, forgive me in the name of Y’shua for all my sins. He was the Saviour and the fulfillment of all prophecies about Messiah. He is the one and the only one who can save me from my selfishness, from my sin. Make me a fruit bearer and not a rocky or weedy believer. I acknowledge Y’shua as that one who wants to free me, and who alone can free me. I repent of my sin and accept Y’shua as my deliverer. By faith I am now born again by the Holy Spirit. Amen.

If you prayed that prayer, please talk to me after the service is over, [or email me if you are reading this online <a href="mail to: bobmendo@aol.com"> email me </a> ]so we can talk about growing in this knowledge and this relationship with God.
End of sermon

Below are the Bible passages and some additional notes

Actual text:
Luke 8.4 ¶ And when a great multitude were coming together, and those from the various cities were journeying to Him, He spoke by way of a parable: 

Luke 8.5  “The sower went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some fell beside the road; and it was trampled under foot, and the birds of the air ate it up. 

Luke 8.6  “And other seed fell on rocky soil, and as soon as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. 

Luke 8.7  “And other seed fell among the thorns; and the thorns grew up with it, and choked it out. 

Luke 8.8  “And other seed fell into the good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a hundred times as great.” As He said these things, He would call out,  “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 

Luke 8.9 ¶ And His disciples began questioning Him as to what this parable might be. 

Luke 8.10 And He said,  “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is in parables, in order that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand. 

Luke 8.11  “Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God. 

Luke 8.12  “And those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, so that they may not believe and be saved. 

Luke 8.13  “And those on the rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no firm root; they believe for a while, and in time of temptation fall away. 

Luke 8.14  “And the seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 

Luke 8.15  “And the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.

Additional notes:

Hear these words from Charles Spurgeon, probably the greatest preacher of the 19th Century in London.

Morning and Evening 
By Charles H. Spurgeon

January 11
Luke 8:13
These have no root.

My soul, examine thyself this morning by the light of this text. Thou hast received the word with joy; thy feelings have been stirred and a lively impression has been made; but, remember, that to receive the word in the ear is one thing, and to receive Y’shua into thy very soul is quite another; superficial feeling is often joined to inward hardness of heart, and a lively impression of the word is not always a lasting one. In the parable, the seed in one case fell upon ground having a rocky bottom, covered over with a thin layer of earth; when the seed began to take root, its downward growth was hindered by the hard stone and therefore it spent its strength in pushing its green shoot aloft as high as it could, but having no inward moisture derived from root nourishment, it withered away. Is this my case? Have I been making a fair show in the flesh without having a corresponding inner life? Good growth takes place upwards and downwards at the same time. Am I rooted in sincere fidelity and love to Y’shua? If my heart remains unsoftened and unfertilized by grace, the good seed may germinate for a season, but it must ultimately wither, for it cannot flourish on a rocky, unbroken, unsanctified heart. Let me dread a godliness as rapid in growth and as wanting in endurance as Jonah's gourd; let me count the cost of being a follower of Y’shua, above all let me feel the energy of His Holy Spirit, and then I shall possess an abiding and enduring seed in my soul. If my mind remains as obdurate as it was by nature, the sun of trial will scorch, and my hard heart will help to cast the heat the more terribly upon the ill-covered seed, and my religion will soon die, and my despair will be terrible; therefore, O heavenly Sower, plough me first, and then cast the truth into me, and let me yield Thee a bounteous harvest. By Charles H. Spurgeon
There are 4 essential guidelines to understanding the genre of Parables: 
1. Be aware of the context! 
a. Why is Y’shua telling this Parable?

b. Is there an explanation included with it, such as here with the Parable of the Sower? 
2. What is the essential point? 
a. The Parables are usually figurative, so what is it about? 
3. Are there additional supporting ideas? 
a. Such as details that are relevant and support the point?

b. Is there more than one point? Such as the Parable of the Prodigal Son where the brother is an essential point, in fact the 2nd main character that most people miss! 
4. Is there irrelevant information? 

b. Such as details that do not relate to the central point. 

Lexicographers derive the word  from , dividing, or distracting the mind. Thus the poet,

Tot me impediunt curae quae meum animum diverse trahunt.

“So many cares hinder me which draw my mind different ways.” Terence.

In other words, in v. 11-12 Y’shua acknowledges that he has chosen his disciples to understand his mysteries. Now in v. 13, he gives the human reason behind his election process: spiritual dullness on the part of the crowd. Y’shua affirms that what is taking place in his ministry is, on the one hand, the decreed will of God and the result of biblical prophecy and, on the other hand, a terrible rebellion and chronic unbelief. This places the responsibility for the divine rejection of those who fail to become disciples on their own shoulders while guaranteeing that none of what is taking place stands outside God’s control and plan. The same sort of pairing has already been expressed in 11:25-30.


This sheds much light on the parables. It is naive to say Y’shua spoke them so that everyone might more easily grasp the truth, and it is simplistic to say that the sole function of parables to outsiders was to condemn them. If Y’shua simply wished to hide the truth from the outsiders, he need never have spoken to them. His concern for mission (9:35-38; 10:1-10; 28:16-20) excludes that idea. So he must preach without casting his pearls before swine (7:6). He does so in parables—i.e., in such a way as to harden and reject those who are hard of heart and to enlighten his disciples. His disciples, it must be remembered, are not just the Twelve but those who were following him and who, it is hoped, go on to do the will of the Father (12:50).  Thus the parables spoken to the crowds do not simply convey information, nor mask it, but present the claims of the New Kingdom and so challenge the hearers.


For example, the parables of the soils not only says that the kingdom advances slowly and with varied responses to the proclamation of that kingdom but implicitly challenges hearers to ask themselves what kinds of soil they are. Those whose hearts are hardened and who lose what little they have do not participate in the messianic kingdom they have been looking for, and for them the parable is a sentence of doom. Those who have ears to hear, to whom more is given, perceive and experience the dawning of the Messianic Age; and for them, yes, for us, the parable conveys the mysteries of the kingdom. 

The general point is that the “message about the kingdom” (v. 19) receives a varied reception among various people, and that during this time of difficulty and frustration there is an implied delay while the seed produces in some soils its various yields. The interpretation therefore demands that each person examine how he or she “hears” the message.

It is said in the Talmudic tractate Sotah, chap. 9. “From the time that Rabbi Meir died, those that spoke in parables ceased.” Not that this figure of rhetoric perished in the nation from that time; but because he surpassed all others in these flowers, as the gloss there from the tract Sanhedrin speaks. “A third part of his discourses was tradition; a third part allegory; and a third part parable.” The Jewish books everywhere abound with these figures, Israel inclining by a kind of natural genius to this kind of rhetoric.

Today we study the Parable of the Sower, and before we do, we should remind ourselves how to view parables in the Bible. Our word “parable” comes from the Greek parabole, which means, “a placing beside”—and thus a comparison or an illustration. [Parable, from , near, and , I cast, or put. A comparison] in which one thing is compared with another, especially spiritual things with natural, by which means these spiritual things are better understood, and make a deeper impression on an attentive mind. 

The Synoptic Gospels contain about 30 of these stories.  It was the most common vernacular of the day.
Our Saviour, who always spoke with the common people, uses the same kind of speech, and very often the same preface that they used, "To what is it likened?" Though we find the basis of many of our Lord’s parables in other Jewish writings, yet not one of them comes through his hands without being astonishingly improved. In this respect also, "Surely never man spoke like this man." (John 7.46)
The words, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear" means that the parable needs careful interpretation.

Seeing they may not see

I’m concerned that we understand this business of the interlude section today in verse 10.  Y’shua says that he is speaking in parables to confuse people, or so it seems. Let me take a moment to explain this, and then we will conclude with some thoughts for us in our day.

Y’shua’ answer cannot legitimately be softened: at least one of the functions of parables is to conceal the truth, or at least to present it in a veiled way. The disciples ask, “Why do you speak, etc.?” and Y’shua replies, “Because the secrets of the kingdom have been given to the disciples but not to the others listening to me.”  “The secrets [lit. “mysteries”] of the kingdom” are divine plans, often passed on in veiled language, known only to the elect and usually relating to events of the end time. 

For these secrets to be “granted to” the disciples suggests that to them certain eschatological realities are being revealed. What is revealed is not who Y’shua is, the nature of God, or the power of love (all of which have been suggested); rather, Y’shua is revealing that the kingdom of God, especially as foreseen in Daniel, has in fact entered the world and is working, although secretly, among humankind (Mk 4:11-12). He is basically saying “The King is here!"


In other words, Y’shua acknowledges that he has chosen his disciples to understand his mysteries. Spiritual dullness on the part of the crowd prevents their understanding. Y’shua affirms that what is taking place in his ministry is, on the one hand, the decreed will of God and the result of biblical prophecy and, on the other hand, a terrible rebellion and chronic unbelief. This places the responsibility for the divine rejection of those who fail to become disciples on their own shoulders while guaranteeing that none of what is taking place stands outside God’s control and plan. 


For example, the parables of the soils not only says that the kingdom advances slowly and with varied responses to the proclamation of that kingdom but implicitly challenges hearers to ask themselves what kinds of soil they are. 

Those whose hearts are hardened and who lose what little they have do not participate in the messianic kingdom they have been looking for, and for them the parable is a sentence of doom. Those who have ears to hear, to whom more is given, perceive and experience the dawning of the Messianic Age; and for them, yes, for us, the parable conveys the mysteries of the kingdom. 

The general point is that the “message about the kingdom” (v. 19) receives a varied reception among various people, and that during this time of difficulty and frustration there is an implied delay while the seed produces in some soils its various yields. The interpretation therefore demands that each person examine how he or she “hears” the message.
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