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IWVKY Releases Redistricting Report

By CINDY HEINE

It is not too early to
prepare for the state’s re-
districting efforts in 2022
after the 2020 census data
has been released. In or-
der to raise awareness and
begin conversations about
this issue, the Kentucky
League issued a report on
Feb. 14, Redistricting Ken-
tucky: A Guidebook for Citi-
zen Participation, defining
the redistricting process
and why it is an important
issue for Kentucky.

It also lays out the na-
tional League of Women
Voters’ recommendations,
how other states do their
redistricting and makes
recommendations for Ken-
tucky and for its citizens in
working to ensure a fair
and open process.

We want to extend a
special thanks to education
analyst Susan Perkins Wes-
ton of Danville, a new at-
large League member, who
did yeoman’s work on pre-
paring this report.

Key recommendations
include:

e creation of an inde-
pendent redistricting
commission

SPRING 2018

e developing a
more trans-
parent redis-
trict process.

Improving

Kentucky’s redis-

tricting will be a

four-year Ken-

tucky League ef-
fort, culminating
with the new re-
districting deci-
sions scheduled to

be made in 2022.
Over those

years, the League

will work with N
others interested Susan Perkins Weston shares details of
in this issue. Mem- our redistricting report. Photo by Judy
bers will press to Johnson

(Cont’d on p. 3)

State Gouncil to Be in Lexinglon

By BONNIE LYNCH
You won’t want to
miss this year’s Council
of the League of Women
Voters of Kentucky in

voter access. We will
also learn about child
trafficking. But, best of
all, it’s a chance for
League members from
Lexington, Friday, April across our state to meet
13, and Saturday, April in person and share
14. memories and ideas!
Delegates will be vot- You can find needed
ing on bylaws amend- Council information on
ments, budgets, and di- pages 6-9. And we've
rectors. We'll hear invit- made it easy for you to
ed speakers talk about register with a handout
‘voter fraud,” Russia and in the middle of this
our voting machines and newsletter.
See you there!
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By BONNIE LYNCH
Courage allows the
successful woman to fail—

and to learn powerful les-
sons from the failure—so
that in the end, she didn’t
fail at all.

—Maya Angelou

It is a great time to
be a woman and an even
greater time to be a
member of the League of
Women Voters of Ken-
tucky!

Every committee is
working diligently writing

President Wanda
“Bonnie” Lynch

President’s Message

letters, contacting legisla-

tors and the governor’s
office, suggesting tax re-
form changes, making

appointments with stake-

holders and making plans
to attend State Council
in April. And Louisville
members Joan Lindop,

Dot Ridings and Fran
Wagner, spoke to a del-
egation of women from
the Ukraine in February.
Many thanks to the
generosity of our mem-

bers! We raised $1,670
in our fall campaign.

State Council will be
hosted by the Lexington
LWV. Don’t miss Friday
evening’s speaker, Don
Blevins Jr. Fayette Coun-
ty Clerk on vote fraud
and Allyson Cox Taylor
on child trafficking on
Saturday.

| encourage all
League members to at-
tend both days! The op-
portunity to make neces-
sary changes is NOW!

Support Automalic Voler Registration Act of 2017

U.S. Senator Pat- %

still taking the neces-
sary safeguards to
secure personal infor-
mation.
The League fully sup-
ports this bill and urg-
es all members of the
U.S. Senate and
House of Representa-
tives to support this
important legislation.
Call today!

rick Leahy (D-VT) and
Representative Robert
Brady (D-PA) intro-
duced the Automatic
Voter Registration
Act of 2017 last June.
The League of
Women Voters is
proud to support leg-
islation that enhances
access for eligible vot-
ers in our elections
and works to modern-
ize our electoral sys-

Contact Information

tem. This bill will improve
the accuracy of voter rec-
ords, cut down on costs,
modernize outdated regis-
tration systems while sup-
porting implementation in
states across the country.
The League is a leader
in voter registration ef-
forts across the country.
Expanding voter registra-

THE KENTUCKY VOTER

tion has been a principal
goal of the League since
its founding in the wake
of the passage in 1920 of
the 19th Amendment,
which gave women the
right to vote.

We are proud to see
Congress embracing new
technology that expands
access to the ballot while

All telephone numbers begin with

area code (202)

Mitch McConnell224-2541

Rand Paul 224-4343

Ed Whitfield 225-3115
Brett Guthrie  225-3501
John Yarmuth 225-5401

Thomas Massie 225-3465

Hal Rogers 225-4601
Andy Barr 225-4706
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Inform the public, make
specific proposals to leg-
islators, and participate in
discussions across the
state about how best to
do this important work.

At the time of this
writing, state Representa-
tive James Kay has filed
HB 548 and Senator
Dennis Parrott has filed
SB 166, bills that would
create commissions to
improve the redistricting
process. We are working
to identify bipartisan sup-
port for such legislation
and will work through
the interim on a biparti-
san bill. Be sure to talk
with friends, neighbors
and elected officials about
this issue.

For a link to the re-
port, our press release
and good reading materi-
al on redistricting in oth-
er states and LWV US
policy and studies go to
https://lwvky.org/
redistricting-in-kentucky/

Special Thanks
To Terry & Nita

The state board highly com-
mended Dr. Terry Naydan
and Nita Smith for 10 years
of service as legislative liai-
sons as they retire from this
job. They have organized
Lobby Day each year, moni-
tored legislation and have
been our voice and pres-
ence in Frankfort. Thanks
to both for their dedication
to the League!
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League of Women Voters members from across the state gathered to hear about the League’s
new redistricting report. Photo by Judy Johnson

By NITA SMITH and

League Day at the Cztol

TERRY NAYDAN

We had our yearly
Lobby Day at the Capitol
on Feb.14. Thirty-four
League members spent
part of the day visiting
with their own repre-
sentatives or observing
Committee meetings.

We later had our
more formal meeting in
Room 125 where we
heard from guest speak-
ers. Lawyer Jared Smith
spoke about running a
campaign for office. Dr.
Sheila Schuster, head of
the Kentucky Mental
Health Coalition, spoke
about the budget and the
idea of raising the tax on
cigarettes.

Legislators Reggie
Thomas (D), Ruth Ann
Palumbo (D) and Walker
Thomas ( R) dropped by
to speak to us about bills
in which they were inter-
ested.

League of Women Voters members from Hopkinsville, Louisville ,
Bell County, Richmond Danville and Lexington descended on Frank-
fort for League Day at the Capitol on Feb. 14.

Photo by Judy Johnson

Richard Beliles, chair-
man of Common Cause,
spoke to us about
League concerns. Thanks
to all of them for sharing
their expertise with us.

At one o’clock 40
students from Eastern
Kentucky University at-
tended our press confer-
ence on Redistricting in
Kentucky presented by

state League President
Bonnie Lynch and mem-
bers Cindy Heine and
Susan Weston. Our New
Redistricting Report was
distributed to the press.
All in all, it was an

exciting and worthwhile
day for all who attended.


http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB548.htm
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB166.htmC:/Users/Cindy/Documents/%7b9DF687E7-381C-4882-A05F-4ADF1DD53394%7d
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Marsha Weinstein,

longtime League

member and Lou-
isville League past
president, will be

leading a suffrage
walk on March 31.

Women’s Equality Day for 2018

By MARSHA
WEINSTEIN

In honor of the Aug.
26, 2020, centennial cel-
ebration of woman’s

suffrage in the United
States, there are many
exciting activities cur-
rently being planned
both nationally and in
Kentucky. Be part of
this historic event by
becoming informed of
the opportunities to
participate and then
volunteering to help
make them become a
reality.

The League of Wom-
en Voters of Louisville is
partnering with the Fra-
zier History Museum to
celebrate the centennial.

The first co-
sponsored event was the
2017 Women'’s Equality
Day program. The next
Women'’s Equality Day
event is planned for Aug.
25, 2018, at the Frazier.
Speakers included Ken-
tucky Secretary of State
Allison Lundergan
Grimes.

Additionally, the Fra-
zier is planning a Ken-
tucky Women'’s Suffrage
Exhibit that will open in
2020. Joint efforts are
also underway to spon-
sor a Suffrage Parade as
part of the 2020 Ken-
tucky Derby.

THE KENTUCKY VOTER

Kentucky Secretary of State Allison Lundergan
Grimes was among the many speakers at the 2017
Women's Equality Day event, co-sponsored by the
League of Women Voters of Louisville and the
Frazier History Museum.

The Louisville LWV is
working with Sarah Sti-
vers, a professional sing-
er and producer, to cre-
ate a Suffrage Flash Mob
with the goal of register-
ing people to vote.

Upon the request of
Spalding University,
Marsha Weinstein is go-
ing to lead a Louisville
Suffrage Walking Tour on
Saturday, March 31. It
starts at 1 p.m. at the
Cont. on pg 5.
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Huff Gallery at Spal-
ding University, 853 Li-
brary Lane. It is free and
open to the public.

In order to educate
the public on the history
of woman'’s suffrage in
Kentucky, University of
Kentucky Professor Dr.
Randolph Hollingsworth
created the Kentucky
Woman'’s Suffrage Pro-
ject website. It includes
biographical sketches of
Kentucky suffrage lead-
ers, teaching resources,
suffrage timeline, blog
and the Kentucky Votes
for Women Trail.
https://networks.h-
net.org/
kywomansuffrage

On the national lev-
el, several organizations
are actively engaged in
activities to celebrate the
centennial. The National
Collaborative for Wom-
en’s History Sites has a
National Votes for Wom-
en Trail which is docu-
menting the historic sites
where the suffrage
movement took place.

http://
www.ncwhs.org/
index.php/projects/
trails/293-votes-for-
women-trail
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The audience listens attentively at the 2017 Women'’s Equality Day program at the Fra-
zier History Museum in Louisville. The museum will also host the 2018 program in Au-
gust.
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By CAROL O’REILLY

At our 2017 Convention, we
decided to ask League of
Women Voters of the United
States to concur with New
Mexico and Florida on their
charter school positions.

Communication with
LWVUS made it clear that
they believe education
issues are a state concern
and not pressing enough
at this point to warrant
consideration at Conven-
tion. We may send a
letter to Leagues in both
New Mexico and Florida telling them
we agree with their positions and
inform them of our adoption of the
Annenberg Rules.

On the charter school front, Gover-
nor Bevin has noted that there is no
money to ensure a charter school
funding formula this fiscal year. As
the 2018 KY Legislative Session pro-
ceeds, the Ed Committee was con-
cerned about early proposed legisla-
tion (HB 134 and SB 36) that sought
separate income-tax credit for tuition
assistance for private schools. We

drafted letters and sent them to the

sponsors and co-sponsors of both

bills. Once it became apparent

to members of the Legisla-
ture that KY is in dire fiscal
straights, neither bill has
moved.

However, this issue of
tax credits has come up
before and will, no
doubt, come up again.
Of considerable inter-
est to school districts
is the proposed cuts
to transportation
budgets. As noted by
Brigitte Blom Ramsey, executive director
of the Prichard Committee, such cuts
“could disproportionately affect poor
and rural school districts.”

Finally, Governor Bevin has suggested
that school districts look to their “rainy
day” funds to cover expenses. Once
again this places already poor and strug-
gling districts at a disadvantage and oth-
ers in a position to dip below the 2 per-
cent legislated amount in those funds.
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Call to Kentucky League of Women Voters 2018 Council
Friday, April 13 — Saturday, April 14 — Lexington, Kentucky

Make Reservations and Register Today!

Please join us for the 2018 LWV State Council, hosted by the LWV of Lexington. We will come together to enjoy
fellowship with League members from across the state, learn from featured speakers, share information and in-
sights, and celebrate our commitment to protect the vote and our democracy. Members will make decisions guid-
ing the League’s work, elect new directors, and discuss action priorities for the coming year.

We will also have a Silent Auction—a fun way to raise money to support our work.
So gather up those white elephants, bric-a-brac, craft items, or books.

AGENDA
Friday, April 13 Reception and dinner at Hilary J. Boone Faculty Center, 500 Rose St., Lexington, KY
6:00 p.m. Reception (cash bar)
6:30 p.m. Buffet Dinner (a variety of dishes will accommodate dietary preferences)
7:15 p.m. Guest Speaker: Don Blevins, Jr., Fayette County Clerk.
Topic: “Does my vote still count, or is the whole system compromised?”

Saturday, April 14 All Saturday events will take place at Faith Lutheran Church,
1000 Tates Creek Road, Lexington, KY. Park in church lot.
8:30 a.m. Registration and refreshments
9:00 - noon. Morning Business Session, Local League Reports,
Legislative Recap, Redistricting Report
noon — 1:30 p.m. Lunch, with Speaker at 12:30
Guest Speaker: Allyson Cox Taylor, Executive Director Office of Child
Abuse and Exploitation Prevention Ofice of the Attorney General,
Commonwealth of Kentucky
Topic: “The State of Child Trafficking in Kentucky”
1:30 — 2:45 p.m. Afternoon Business Meeting and state program priorities
2:45 p.m. Adjournment

Overnight accommodations. A bloc of five rooms at a discounted rate is being saved at the Hampton Inn,
1953 Nicholasville Road, $179 ($170 with AARP discount). To make a reservation, call the hotel by April 6
Tel: (859) 313-9000, refer to confirmation number 90535203.
2018 Kentucky League of Women Voters 2018 Council Registration, April 13-14, Lexington, KY
Name
Mailing address:
E-mail Phone
Local League
Please specify any dietary requirements (veg/allergy/gluten-free, etc)
$30 Registration Fee (covers LWV Council expenses, Saturday breakfast, buffet lunch & breaks)
$35 Friday Dinner (includes gratuity)
$ Total enclosed: Kindly make checks payable to “LWYV of Lexington”
Mail to: LWV-Lexington, P.O. Box 22045, Lexington, KY 40522

Please register by March 28. Thank You!
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF KENTUCKY
GENERAL FUND PROPOSED BUDGET, 2018-2019

201617 201718

ACTUAL BUDGET
INCOME
Fund-raising Auction 500 400
Fund-raising Letter 1.295 1,000
Member Contributions 845 150
PMP 2,392.50 2,500
State Convention 367.01 1,100
State MAL Dues 125 -

Interest Income 26.92

2018-189
PROIPOSED

400
1,000
150
3,500
1,100

Totalincome  $555143 95150  $6,150

EXPENSES
Advocacy 94.95 100 200
Board Expense 300 - 200
Fund-raising Expense 21.20 200 200
General Admin 68.73 50 150
Kentucky Voter 408.54 400 450
LWV Brochures - 100 100
Meetings General 150 - 150
National Council 1,590 2,000 2,000
Office Rent 169 200 200
Postage 53.45 50 100
President’s Travel 143.51 500 500
Publicity - 100 100
State Council Expense - 1,000 1,000
Supplies 105.87 100 115
Telephone 284.23 250 285
Voter Sves/Candidate Forum 100 200
Website 100 100
With 1 Voice 100 100
$3,389.48  $5.350 $6,350
Net Difference 2,161.95 -200 -

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF KENTUCKY
EDUCATION FUND PROPOSED BUDGET, 2018-2019

201617 2017418 2018-19

ACTUAL BUDGET PROIPOSED
INCOME
Fund-raising Letter 635 650 650
Member Contributions 50 100 100
Symposium Income - - -
Total Income $685 $750 $750
EXPENSES
Secretary of State 15 15 15
General Admin - - -
Office Rent 261 200 200
Program Study - 250 250
Symposium Sponsorship - - -
Telephone 281 250 285
Total Expenses $557 $715 $750
Net Difference 128 35 -
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Nominating Committee Report

T he Nominating Committee is proud to recommend to Coun-
cil Delegates the following persons to serve as State Board Direc-
tors from April 2018 — April 2020:

Soraya Assar (Hopkinsville)
Cindy Heine (Lexington)
Judy Johnson (Lexington)
Joan Lindop (Louisville)
Terry Naydan (Lexington)
Nita Smith (Lexington)

Immediately following the presentation of this report at
Council, additional nominations may be made from the floor by
any delegate to Council provided consent of the nominee shall
have been secured.

Submitted by:

Mary Jo Rodgers (Louisville)
Anita Simmons (Hopkinsville)
Terry Naydan (Lexington)
Fran Wagner (Louisville)

Silent Auction/White Elephant Sale

Remember one woman’s trash is another’s treasure!! Let us
help you find new homes for your great gifts!

Bring that very attractive flower pot your aunt made you for
Christmas or that striking black and gold bracelet you no longer
wear. Or that picture frame you won at Bingo. We especially
love books!

And best of all, bring your checkbook to purchase items others
bring!! Nita H. Smith 859 -948-4541

State Council Delegates

While every member of the League of Women Voters of
Kentucky is welcome and encouraged to attend State Coun-
cil, according to our by-laws, voting delegates will be local
League presidents (or their designated alternate) plus two
delegates, chosen from each local league, and the members
of the League of Women Voters of Kentucky Board of Direc-
tors.

At registration, each league will notify the credentials
chair (Nita Smith) who will be that particular league’s three
voting members. Nita will give each a voting card to hold up
when casting votes.
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PROPOSED BYLAWS AMENDMENTS for 2018 COUNCIL

Purpose: Redefine and rename at-large members and change former MAL and provisional units to Kentucky State-
Administered Leagues (KYSALs) and define requirements.

New language is underlined.

ARTICLE lll -- MEMBERSHIP
Section 1 -- Eligibility. Any person who subscribes to the purposes and policies of the League of Women Voters shall be eligi-
ble for membership.
Section 2 -- Types of Membership. The membership of the LWVKY shall be composed of veting members of local leagues
and ;asseciate-members-and-membersat- Kentucky at-large members.
a. Voting Members. Persons at least 16 years of age residing within the United States, a territory or an associated common-
wealth who join the League shall be voting members of local Leagues, state Leagues and of the LWVUS:
Individuals who live within an area of a local League may join that League erany-ethertocaleague.
Those who reside-eutside-the-area-ofany are not members of a local League may join as a Kentucky at-large
member. a%eﬂeag&*e—eﬁaﬂJ—be—sta-te—mem-bers—at—large—They shall pay annual dues to the state

b. Life membership may be granted to any voting member of the LWVUS who attains 50 years as a member of the LWVUS.
No further dues will be collected and all privileges will be retained as a voting member.

ARTICLE IV -- RECOGNITION OF LOCAL AND KENTUCKY STATE- ADMINISTERED LEAGUES (KYSAL) PROVASIONALLEAGUES
AND-MAL-UNITS

Section 1 -- Local Leagues. Local Leagues are those which have been so recognized by the LWVUS. The LWV KY Board shall
recommend to the National Board that recognition as a League be granted. When such recognition is granted, the local
league shall become an integral part of the LWVUS and the LWVKY.

Section 2 — Kentucky State-Administered Leagues (KYSALs) are groups of at least three paid at- large members that meet the
recognition standards for leagues as adopted by the Board of Directors of the LWVUS in April 2016. The LWVKY Board will
provide administrative support for membership, roster management and finances and a liaison. Representative leaders of
state- administered leagues shall sign a memorandum of agreement assuring alignment with League of Women Voters’ prin-
C|ples and nonpartlsan pohcres Upon such recognition, the state- admlmstered league may undertake any activities allowed

A g g g - When such recognition
is granted the prewsrenan state- admlnlstered League y shaJ-l—work toward recognltlon as a local League in accordance
W|th the standards outlined by the National and State Boards whereby the League takes on the responsibility for its own ad—

Section 3 6 -- Withdrawal of Recognition. When a local or provisional League fails to live up to the recognition standards, the
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Board of Directors of the LWVKY shall recommend to the National Board that recognition be withdrawn. Final action rests
with the Board of Directors of the LWVUS. When a state-administered league fails to meet guidelines established by the
LWVKY, the Board of Directors of the LWVKY shall may-withdraw recognition.

ARTICLE VIII -- CONVENTIONS
Section 1 -- Place, Date and Call. In odd number years, there shall be a biennial convention held before the end of the fiscal
year, the date and place to be determined by the Board of Directors. Presidents of local and state-administered Leagues
shall receive notification at least four weeks before convention.

Section 2 -- Composition. The convention shall consist of the delegates chosen by the members of previsienal-er local
Leagues or state-administered leagues MAL-units-as provided in Sections-4 ard-5 of this Article, the presidents of local and
state-administered Leagues or an alternate in the event that the president is unable to attend, and the members of the
Board of Directors of the LWVKY.

Section 3 -- Qualifications of Delegates and Voting. Each delegate shall be a voting member of a recognized previsional-or
local or state-administered League era-MALurit in the state of Kentucky. Each delegate shall be entitled to one vote at the
convention, even though the delegate may be attending in two or more capacities. Absentee or proxy voting shall not be
permitted. The convention shall be the sole judge of whether a delegate is qualified to vote.

Section 4 -- Representation of local and state-administered Leagues. The members of the LWVUS who are organized into
recognized local or state-administered leagues in the state of Kentucky shall be entitled to one delegate for the first 10
voting members, one delegate for every 10 additional voting members or major fraction thereof up to 50, and one delegate
thereafter for every 20 additional voting members or major fraction thereof belonging to saidleeal League. The record in
the National LWV office of paid-up voting members shall determine the official membership count for this purpose.

nd-NA N h-Brovision aacUe-and-e h NA A hall be-ant

Section 5 6 -- Authorization for Action. The convention shall consider and authorize for action a program, elect officers,
adopt a budget for the ensuing year, and transact such other business as may be required.

Section 6 #-- Quorum. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the delegates registered at the convention provided that not
less than half of the local Leagues are represented.

ARTICLE IX -- STATE COUNCIL

Section 1 --Composition. The council shall be composed of the president of each local League, or an alternate in the event
the president is unable to attend, two delegates chosen by each local League, and the members of the Board of Directors of
the LWVKY. Representation for state-administered leagues shall be the president and one additional delegate. provisional
Section 2 -- Place, Date, Call and Notification. In even number years a meeting of the council shall be held in the interim
year between conventions, approximately twelve months after the preceding convention. The time and place of meeting
shall be determined by the Board of Directors. A formal call shall be sent to the presidents of local Leagues at least thirty
days before a council meeting. Special meetings may be called in the case of emergency.

Section 3 -- Authorization for Action. The state council is authorized to make such modifications in the program as shall be
necessary to meet altered conditions, including addition of proposed constitutional amendments for study in local Leagues
and possible action at the next convention. Notice of the proposed modifications of the program shall have been sent to the
presidents of local and state-administered Leagues at least four weeks prior to the meeting of state council. A two-thirds
majority of the members of the council present and voting shall be required to adopt the modifications. The state council
shall elect directors, adopt a budget for the ensuing year, and shall transact such other business as shall be presented by the
Board.

Section 4 -- Quorum. A quorum shall consist of a majority of the delegates and Board members present, provided that not
less than half of the local Leagues are represented.
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